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"AND THE ADVOCATE

By Sue Harrison
BANNER STAFF

Stepping into Carmen Cicero’s
Truro home is a multi-level experi-
ence. Like his paintings on display
at the Provincetown Art Association
and Museum, the house spans not
only the years but a range of exis-
tences. And while he willingly be-
gins to chat about the house’s for-
mer life as the South Truro train de-
pot, he is less willing to talk about

the lives being played out in his 4

paintings.

Cicero currently has two |
shows up in town. The Berta §
Walker Gallery, 208 Bradford St.,

is showing recent work in “Car—

men Cicero: Pamter
and the Province-
town Art Associa-
tion and Museum, 5
460 Commercial §
St., is showing a
retrospective
spanning 35 §
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show covers the three major stages
of his career, his early abstract ex-
pressionist pieces, his colorful, dy-
namic and sometimes disturbing
figurative expressionist work and
his most recent “visionary” period
with its surreal and dreamlike im-
ages that cozy up to you like an ex-
tremely odd family member that
you are nonetheless happy to see.
— The Banner
visited the artist
at home to talk
. about his
shows  and
life.
He  has
curly silver
hair

“That Existential Stare,” the painting Cicero says was the beginning of bis latest body of work, the Visionary Series.

framing his handsome face, an
aquiline nose and Paul Newmanish
blue eyes. His manner is measured
but loose, comfortable and
welcoming. Cicero is
warm, open and at ease
. talking about everything
" from the dropping of the

years of his ca-
reer. Both shows
opened last Fri-
day; the Walker
show runs |
through Sept.
4, and the

PAAM . . bomb on Hiroshima to the
show ¢ backlash effects of political
hangs un- § correctness taken to extreme
til  Sept. and the meaning of life. Still, the
B . real Carmen Cicero as captured in

The , Photos Sue Harrison  his work remains a little bit of an
PAAM Carmen Cicero enigma.

Brought up in a more Green
Acres than Twin Peaks Newark,
N.J., Cicero had clarinet lessons and
toiled in his father’s rose garden in
what he calls a very pleasant child-
hood. He went into the Army and
played in an Army band during WW
II. He notes the difference in that era
of the public response to the war and
the soldiers as opposed to the Viet-
nam War.

“I was one of the guys headed for
Japan,” he recalls. “I don’t know
how other people felt about drop-
ping the bomb but I can tell you

how I felt, [ rubbed my hands to-
gether with delight. I had seen some
of the Japanese atrocities. When it
went off, there was not a ripple of
‘that’s terrible.” This was the ene-
my."”

Back stateside, Cicero decided to
take advantage of the G.I. Bill and
headed for the closest school,
Newark State Teachers College. He
was expecting to continue his music
education but through the school’s
excellent art department he began to

meet a new bunch of people who
continued on page 38






	lib_500_084-001
	lib_500_084-002



