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Cape End Worked 
For Its Library 

Opening 70 Years Ago 
Heralded As Event Out- 

shadowing All Others 

How the Provincetown Public 
Library got its 'start was told 
in a paper read by Miss Frances 
Gifford at the 70th anniversary 
program held last Tuesday. 
The founding was largely a co- 
operative effort on the part of 
the townspeople, aided to a 
great extent by leading citizens. 
Miss Gifford’s paper follows. 

1863, the Mayflower Division 
of the Sons of Temperance gave to 
the Town about $300, deposited in 
the Seamen's Savings Bank, to be 
the start of a fund to be raised for 
the purpose of founding a Public 
Library, the first movement made 
here with that aim in view. 

At a Town Meeting in 1872, it 
voted that the sum of $25 and 
dog tax refunded to the Town 
the County for  the preceding 

three years amounting to $191.45 be 
appropriated for the purpose of es- 
tablishing a Public Library. 

At the annual meeting in 1873. 
$58.58, the dog tax for the preceding 
year was added to  the fund and in 
that year Nathan Freeman gave the 
present building to the Town. 

Two years prior to this, 
the Board of Selectmen actually 
started the library, with the pay- 
ment of $25 for a subscription to 
the Boston Daily Advertiser, direct- 

i n g  that it be kept on file in the 
Town Clerk's office for public use. 

The Provincetown Advocate of 
December 17, 1873, describes the 
dedication of the Freeman Library 
'building, which took place at  t he '  
Center Methodist Church the pre- 
vious Thursday evening and said:- 
“At 7 p. m. precisely, Mr. Freeman 

with the Board of Trustees and 
other gentlemen walked into the 
church and took seats reserved for 

on. N. E. Atwood presided 
Mr. Bray, senior, opened 

ce with prayer. Hon. Mr. 
Atwood spoke briefly and said he 
hoped books upon fishes with others 
upon natural history would be 
among those on the shelves. 

A Never-Ending Book 
“Mr. Nathan Freeman then ad- 

dressed the assemblage and said, 'In 
this donation which I am about to  
make to you, I see only the com- 
mencement of a work almost with- 

end.' He spoke to the Young 
's Christian Association and 

said to the Trustees that he 
hoped their efforts, together with 
those of the entire community 

FROM HISTORY OF BARNSTABLE 
COUNTY", PUBLISHED I N  1890, BY 

BY SIMEON L. DEYO: 
“...The f i r s t  s t e p  toward the 

i n s t i t u t i o n  of a f r e e  publ ic  l i b r a r y  
i n  Provincetown was a  vo te  passed a t  
the l a s t  meeting o f  Mayflower Divi- 

s i o n  o f  The Sons o f  Temperence o f  
Provincetown i n  1863, directing the 
t r e a s u r e r  of t h a t  o rganiza t ion  t o  
depos i t  in The Seaman’s Savings Bank 
the funds in the t r easu ry ,  amounting 
t o  n e a r l y  three  hundred d o l l a r s ,  t o  
be expended i n t h e  purchase of books 
for any f r e e  publ ic  l i b r a r y  which, 
might t h e r e a f t e r ,  be e s t ab l i shed  i n  
Provincetown...” .” 
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tributed to the good of the town 
deem the opening of the library 
event which overshadows all 

"Today any reasonable dem 

the greatest curses of the town 

Rev. Mr. Blanchard pronounced 
the benediction. The Advocate 

leadership of Mr. O. Snow.” 

be raised by subscription This was 
accomplished, Jenning’s book on 
Provincetown says, through the ef- 

of $3,466.12. 


