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Our next production, Horizon Lines by Provincetown resident
Deb Millar, opens Thursday, January 21 for two weekends at
the Provincetown Art Association. This original work, direc-
ted by Robert Teague, focuses on the fears, grief and courage
of three women who were or are wives of commercial fisher-
men.

Our fourth production of the season, set for April, will be a
modern version of the Greek tragedy Electra. This play will
be directed by Alexandra Hluchyj.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Russell: Chairman George Libone
Ardis Markarian: Secretary Deb Millar
Robert Teague: Treasurer Ray Wells

Doug Best



Company

In the Spring of 1963 the Province-
town Theatre Workshop presented its
first production in the Parish House of
St. Mary of the Harbor. The group
had formed earlier that winter when
some twenty local residents were spon-
taneously drawn together by their
mutual interest in drama.

On the program that night was
Chekov’s “The Anniversary” and an
original fantasy, ‘“‘Circles in the Snow,”
by Workshop member Connie Black, a
combination that presaged much of our
future work.

From this quiet but successful
beginning the Provincetown Theatre
Company has grown.

The next winter we moved to the Art
Association, built a stage in the store-
room and produced two more original
dramas. For the next nine winter seasons
the group continued to write, direct and
act in its own productions. They also
produced a wide selection of plays from
theatres all over the world, plus two
original memorable revues on the theme
“What to do in Provincetown In the
Winter?” which brought the entire town
to its feet.

In fact, being largely a group of ama-
tures, with several professional among
them, the Workshop approach was the
logical bridge to original work of new
playwrights, and to classic theatre tech-
niques for actors and directors.

In the Spring of 1972, newcomer
Edmond DiStasi joined the Workshop
and out of that experience he mounted
his own vision of ‘““Marat Sade.” New

talent came to light. Exciting produc-
tions of “Three-penny Opera”, “Prom-
enade”, ‘“Alice in Wonderland”, “Hot-
L Baltimore”, “Bus Stop”, “Cabaret”
and “Chamber Music” followed.

1978-1979 proved to be a creative
season for the Provincetown Theatre
Company, with world premiere of
“Spapshots” by Ralph Fredericks, and
“Eva Braun” written and directed by
Charles Horne and James Bennet. A
quartet of varied productions concluded
the season.

In the past few years, fledgling play-
wrights have proliferated although we
are short of directors and trained actors,
largely because the ‘“workshop” approach
had been abandoned during the inter-
mittent years.

Now, however, we are delighted to
have become the recipients of a one-
half grant from the Artists Foundation
which will enable us once more to under-
take a much needed workshop seminar
in all aspects of theatre.

We must go to the public to raise
the other half of the present grant and
to help us find a permanent home where
set-building and all other technical as-
pects of our art can be developed in a
fulltime, conducive atmosphere.

We thank you who are here tonight
and those of you who support our cur-
rent program, but we need your financial
help to refine our craft and to re-define
our goals in giving the community the
theatre it should have.

Work with us—enjoy our plays—
support us! We are your theatre.
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Scatood, duck, troes’ legs,

bt quail, steaks & chops,

Home made soups & desserts.
Garden patio, bar & lounze.
Breaktast, brunch & dinnor.

» Guest roomis.

TA
I CEAN’S INN

617-487-0358 386C Commercial St., Provincetonwn, MA 02657

487-3466

487-3160

iy OV

237 Commercial Street

Posbyn, Gt

ATTORNEY AT LAW

PROVINCE TOWN

Next to Town Hall

115 Bradford Street
Provincetown, Mass. 02657
(617) 487-3787

TRURO PROVINCETOWN WELLFLEET

115 Bradford Street
Provincetown, Mass. 02657
(617) 487-1308

Phyllis Temple
Roslyn Garfield
Ruth Gilbert

“If you haven’t seen us, you're still looking.”
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CONSULT
NICKY ANY TIME.

A professional personal
service dedicated to
the satisfaction of your
own unique needs.

NICHOLAS
WELLS

REALTOR
SHANK PAINTER ROAD
PROVINCETOWN, MA 02657

(617) 487-0699

OFFICE (617) 487-3177
RESIDENCE (617) 487-2232

JOEL ESER RICHMAN
ATTORNEY AT LAW

333 Commercial Street
Provincetown, Mass. 02657

Headquarters for

Birkenstock’

for men & women

If you like our breakfasts,
you’ll love our luncheons!

HOT LUNCHEON SPECIALS!
SOUP & SANDWICH SPECIALS!

(across from Town Hall)
269 Commercial St. 487-2568

YARDARM LIQUORS

State Road OPEN ALL YEAR
Provincetown, Mass. 02657 Tel. (617) 487-0700

Crown & Anchor
Motor Inn

247 Commercial St.
487-1430




BRING YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS TO

ADAMS’

PHARMACY

254 Commercial Street, Provincetown
Telephone: 487-0069

CRAIG LUMBER CO.

21 CONWELL STREET
PROVINCETOWN, MA. 02657

FREE DELIVERY

487-0150

T

CREBIEE

328 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA

491 COMMERCIAL STREET
PROVINCETOWN, MASS. 02657

(617) 487-0055

22 COMMERCIAL § TREET
PRO V/NCETOWN, MASS. 02657
Telephone: (671 7) 487-0706

SALES — REN TALS
INVESTMENT PR OPERTIES

Compliments of

SEAMEN’S
SAVINGS BANK

Provincetown’s ONLY Hometown Bank
PROVIN CETOWN A MASSACHUSETTS
Established 1851

Tel: 487-0035




OF MICE AND MEN
by John Steinbeck

directed by Paul Asher

THE CAST

(in order of appearance)
GEORGE & % -h s s Lo s e George Libone
IBERIRIE °, o ot DI L 3 e L e e el ot Tt Bill Meves
CRANDY. - el R e v s s sin s s s e o Ed Sorrell
THEAB OSSR ARt . . o g aide s vk Jules Brenner
DR ESHD G T o T R g o T Lhasa
R N L A s A A= Bob Henckel
CUREEYSIWIIEE B R e Rrairs & s e Nancy Gribbin
L I i o, 5 n, 4, im i oo Glen Lane
GARESON . s s e il Ao s n o Gary Rooney
ST e el e e D 5 o o T David Asher
CROOKS | - mnd o st M s PR Ron Weissenberger

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

ACT |

Scene 1: A sandy bank of the Salinas River. Thursday night.
Scene 2: The interior of a bunkhouse. Late Friday morning.

ACT 1i

Scene 1: The same as Act | — Scene 2. About seven-thirty
Friday evening.

Scene 2: The room of the stable buck, a lean-to. Ten
o’clock Saturday evening.

ACT 111

Scene 1: One end of a great barn. Mid-afternoon, Sunday.
Scene 2: Same as Act | — Scene 1. Sunday night.

Time: 1937
Place: An agricultural valley in Northern California.

There will be two ten-minute intermissions.

THE PRODUCTION STAFF

ProductionManager ...................... David Asher
Stage Managerse.. i b, te o anin ATEes e e e Doug Best
Carpenters’ .2 e FP ia s B o EC S e Patrick Calkins
Jerry D’Antonio

LightingDesigner . ...................... Donna Short
assisted-by. .. & R an o T George Libone
John Russell

Lightingillechnicians il Sl i 2 aiis Ardis Markarian
Linda DiBenedetto

Sound Techhiciamst. . .22 fkt G800 20 Lu iy Paula Schuppert
Make-up Coordinator ............... Alexandra Hluchyj
HlaiRe STUISTR S S R e Glen Lane
BUBlICity e i eCtOr e s e o ol s e s David Asher
Photographer-—. .. & . eovs s siinre dns od ohs Khristine Hopkins
Poster and Program Designer ................ Doug Best
HouseManager . .........c.oiiivinunnnns Jamie Henckel
Costume Coordinator . .. .............co.... Paul Asher

Special thanks to:

Bill McNulty and the Board of Selectmen, Hornblower Guest
House, Towanda — Fabric Art, The Moors Restaurant,
Nelson’s Riding Stable, Northern Lights Leather, Half Moon
Bay Leather, Pilgrim Variety, Joy McNulty, Rachel White,
Paul Richards, Earle Chaddock, Ray Wells, Stuart Bishop,
Clare and the girls, Shank Painter Printing Company and all
those not mentioned due to printing deadlines.

Produced by special arrangement with Dramatists Play
Service, Inc.
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Antique Jewelr
T\
359 COMMERCIAL STREET
PROVINCETOWN, MASS. 02657
Telephone: (617) 487-3712
e —

PROVINCETOWN LIQUOR MART

at the head of the wharf

301 COMMERCIAL STREET
PROVINCETOWN, MASS 02657

TELEPHONE 487-0557

Compliments of

The GOLDEN GULL

225 Commercial St.

Record Shop

Best in music.

little store

e Health & Beauty Aids \Aﬁ areha s{%'a"tshsa"!
H Ho 3 offers the
° Flln'! & Photo Finishing PRICES on a full
e Stationery Supplies line of merchandise
e Vitamins in Provincetown.
ePet Supplies 277 Commercial St.
eImported & Domestic Cigarettes 8’;":‘_7 gagjf pos.
¥ eNewspapers & Magazines 487-0208

STUDIO SHOP

O OF PROVINCETOWN, MASS.

Antists’ Supplies

44] Commercial Street, at Kiley Court

Tel. 617-487-9119

HAIR DESIGNS

Men and Women

8 Freeman St. 487-3844

ARISTYS

OF PROVINCETOWN

ESTABLISHED 1979
401% COMMERCIALST.
CATERING/BAKED GOODS
PHONE: 487-3834
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333 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA 02657
Est. 1979

Dolores A. Silano Telephone (617) 487-3388

THE FLOWER SHOP
OF PROVINCETOWN

536 Commercial Street \ YA Telephone 487-0600

Robi i
d=tonnll Realty

Robin Weiss, Licensed Broker o Notary Public
169 Commercial St., Provincetown, Mass. 02657
e (617) 487-07 1 2
A Complete Real Estate Service
SALES ® RENTALS ® MANAGEMENT

14 KT. GOLD STERLING SILVER

344 commercial st. provincetown, ma. 02657

(617)487-9237

- LUNCH AND DINNER EVERY DAY
ED' . YEAR—ROUND
! 5
N |,

Reservations suggested — 487-0050
5 Commercial Street, Provincetown.
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FINE HAIRDRESSING
FOR MEN & WOMEN

JIM RANN
487-1206
361A COMMERCIAL ST.

‘4\4’ PROVINCETOWN, MA 02657

nTlnnTIC Alan J. Wagg

(617) 487-0859
BAY ==

Marcy Celiz
REAL ESTATE 7"
166 Commercial Street, Provincetown, Mass.

Residential Properties - Condominiums - Guest Houses - Inns - Motels - Land - Rentals

CLAMBAKE RESTAURANT
IN PROVINCETOWN

at The Lobster Pot at The Crown & Anchor
321 Commercial Street 247 Commercial Street
487-0842 487-1440

Serving lunch, dinner & cocktails
- Daily from noon on
April 1st through Autumn

RESTAURANT

312 Commercial Street
Provincetown, Massachusetts 02657
(617) 487-9618

“Provincetown
T%nneg

/=~~~ EXECUTIVE CONFERENCE CENTER

Brooke S. Evans, Owner

LE

CPHEALTH

FoopsW

3 Standish Street
Provincetown, Massachusetts 02657
(617) 487-9784

Donald R. Edwards Barbara K. Edwards

BRADFORD ST.EXT. PROVINCETOWN
487-0840
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SEE YOU IN APRIL
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: George Libone as George and Bill Meves as Lennie in John Steinbeck’s *‘Of Mice and Men” Photo by Khristine Hopkins

B

SRS i




The Advocate, Thursday, December 17, 1981

a riveting production

By Margaret Ryan
Despxte a disappointing opening night turnout, the
Provincetown Theater Company production of John
Steinbeck’s ‘‘Of Mice and Men’’ proved to be rivetingly
good theater, thanks to some outstanding performances.
Bill Meves, playing the pivotal role of Lennie, Nancy
Gribbin as Curley’s sluttish wife and Ed Sorrell, a
newcomer playing the sympathetic, one-handed Candy
brought an impressive array of talent to the Provincetown
Town Hall auditorium Thursday night.
The play opens with Lennie, a large, well-meaning,
albeit semi-retarded fellow, and his small, worldly-wise
sidekick George (George Libone) on a California

riverbank. The two actors are actually on the leaf-strewn

lip of the freestanding stage, bathed in green light.
Although the production uses no painted backdrops, only
simple black drapes, the lack of conventional scenery is
not intrusive or even disappointing. The audience must fill
in the details, but at times this is more effective than
conventional scenery, which is seldom as dependable as
one's imagination.

George and Lennie are migrant farmworkers. It
develops that because of Lennie’s penchant for petting
soft things—he’s constantly admonished by George to
throw away the dead mice he carries with him, after
unwittingly crushing them —they are usually run off the
farm after the soft things Lennie chooses to pet turn out to
be the farmers’ daughters.

Typically, this scene shows the audience what it can
expect from the rest of the play. For if the actor playing
Lennie isn't believable, the rest of the cast may as well
cash in their chips. In this case, Meves lays fears to rest
magnificently. His Lennie is not just mindlessly slow, he
shows us the physical mannerisms of the mentally
retarded: nervously scratching his leg and rocking back
and forth whenever George berates him and jutting out his
lower lip. His slackly hanging jaw and other facial
contortions make it hard to.believe this is the same actor
who played the sophisticated journalist in John Russell’s
‘‘November Twice'’ earlier this year.

Although it is generally understood that Lennie is a
giant, and Meves is not physically huge, somehow the
image of a behemoth is easily believable because through
his slow, clumsy movements an optical illusion takes
place. This is real acting, and Meves appears to have
mastered more than a few tricks of his trade.

Libone’s George, however, is disappointing by
comparison. Saddled with a demanding role that requires
subtle nuance to show the need beneath the scorn that
George has for Lennie, Libone seems at a loss. He rushes

many speeches, making it difficult at times to understand
him. Whéﬁtémer from nervousness or inexperience, his voice
reaches the upper registers occasionally. David Asher (as
Whit, the ranch hand) has a baritone that is relaxed
compared t6 Libone's frequently screechy anxiety.

At the bunkhouse Candy (Sorrell) befriends the odd
couple and joins them in their idealistic and poignant plan
to buy a cottage with a vegetable garden where there will
be plenty of rabbits for Lennie to fondle to death. It is
evident that Sorrell has acted before; he uses pauses as
eloquently as he does words. The tired cadence of the old
man he plays rings true, and his calmness effectively
contrasts, and thus heightens, the effusiveness around
him.

Sorrell’s acting experience was with the Dorchester
Community Players, where he appeared in such plays as
““‘A Delicate Balance,’’ by Edward Albee, and Agatha
Christies’s ‘‘Mousetrap.’’ 3

A former philosophy teacher at St. Anselm’s College in
Manchester, N.H., Sorrell moved to Provincetown

year-round in September He auditioned for the theater
company to become involved in community actlvmes He
was anxious to play Candy and luckily for him it was the
only role left to cast. Luckily for us, too: Sorrell makes us

(Continued to Page 20)
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The Advocate, Thursday, December 17, 1981

l‘Of Mice and Men’

(Continued from Page 7)
| feel not only Candy’s horror but also our own horror when
the evil Carlson (played with a properly menacing swagger
by Gary Rooney) decides to shoot his dog, calmly
portrayed by Doug Best’s dog, Lhasa.

Curly’s wife, also a victim of senseless brutality, is
played with pigeon-toed sexuality by Gribbin, whose Joan
Crawford fashions and nasal, whiny voice belie an
intensity that makes her characterization really stand out.

‘‘She was my dark horse,”’ confided director Paul
Asher, about Gribbin. The wife’s tartiness, so easily
dismissed with ridicule, suddenly becomes a pathetic,
posturing defense as she confesses to Lennie in the barn,
““I don’t like Curly. He ain’t a nice feller,”’” in that whiny
sing-song that is somehow curiously affecting.

Gribbin brings a lifetime of theatrical interest to the
stage. A childhood neighbor of the likes of Paul Newman
and Mary Martin, she attended the American School of
Ballet in New York and the University of Connec-
ticut.

After the wife’s misguided invitation to Lennie to touch
her hair ‘‘to feel how soft it is,”” we not only share her
subsequent ordeal, we actually witness it.

The sheer physicality of this scene almost overshadows
the climactic ending. It is Lennie’s ultimate ‘‘bad thing.”’
(He constantly confesses throughout the play, as mice and

9 sycliic (@eacjings
G’j‘;)irilual gfealings

' %eiaplzysical @Zasses

Reverend L. Clinton
255-83100r487-2389

PRE-| PURCHAOI REAL ESTATE INSPECTIONS

e P g an of a buil 's physical condition ®

and/or cost of repair.
Charge for most verbal reports $65 on _propeﬂy from
Provincetown to Eastham, more up Cape. Written reports double.
GEORGE D. BRYANT 487-0134; 487-0657
473 Commoercial St.

—————Snacialist in | awar Cape conditions.
O

puppies go limp in his huge hands, ‘‘George, I done a bad
thing.”’) The audience, which has built up a certain
sympathy for the innocent, ridiculed man, becomes
horrified at its own duplicity.

It is not only to Meves’ credit that we are thus moved.
Paul Asher’s direction, especially in such key scenes,
seems right on target. Though this is his directorial debut,
he has acted in six theater company productions in three
years, including last season’s ‘‘Enter a Free Man’’ and
‘‘Beyond the Revolt of Mamie Stover.”’ Asher said he was
waiting to get away from the avant-garde plays and
‘‘British stuff’’” when Doug Best suggested ‘‘Of Mice and
Men’’ as ‘‘the greatest play ever.”’

‘“There’s so much beautiful stuff in it,”’ Asher said,
about the play. ‘‘It’s really hard to go wrong.”’

Glen Lane as the muleskinner Slim, David Asher’s Whit
and Rooney as Carlson work well as an ensemble,
providing the rowdy atmosphere every bunkhouse should
have. Jules Brenner’s bossman, though not a large part,
lends the proper quiet authority to the proceedings. His
maturity and deep tones are much appreciated. Bob
Henckel as the sinister Curly, however, seem a bit light on
the callous cruelty his role required.

Ron Weissenberger was a real curiosity as the ‘‘black
buck,’’ Crooks, a fellow victim Lennie is somehow drawn
to. Weissenberger would be laughed out of Harlem —if he
made it out alive, that is. His Crooks sounds more like
Clarence Birdseye than a downtrodden black farmwork-
er, despite the brown make-up.

The false notes in this personification make one wonder
whether there are any black actors in Provincetown.
Asher’s remark that most of the cast was recruited makes
one wish this recruiting had made possible the important
inclusion of a black actor to play the role of Crooks. The
symbolism and ultimate integrity of the play, in this
respect, suffer through such careless characterization and
casting.

_The lighting, designed by Donna Short, and the sets,
built by Patrick Calkins and Jerry D’Antonio, were
attractive without being obtrusive. The sxmphcmy of the
productlon became an asset, proving, once again, “less is
more.

The props and costumes, coordinated by Asher, were
realistic although loans from local leather shops made the
cast seem at times like the best-dressed cowboys east of
the Mississippi. Gribbin'’s titillating' frocks were perfect,
as were her outlandish high-heeled shoes.

The Provincetown Theater Company has progressed
from producing a one-act play for the entire season, a few
years ago and now attracts talented artists in full-scale
productions. Provincetown’s heritage of theatrical
excellence is not one to be denied, and the overall tenor of
this production indicates that it will not be.



November 24, 1980

Dramatists Play Service Inc.
4o Park Avenue South
Ngw York, New York 10016

Dear Sirs:

Plaease forgive my long delay in answering your inquiry
re: production fee for the use of Of M,ce and Men.

At the time the scripts were purchased %hrough Bakers
Plays in Boston, I had intended to hold a reading of

the play as part of a series of public readifigs conducted
by the Provincetown Theater Company. That reading

never took place.

At the current time, there are no plans for a reading
or production of Of Mice and Men and the ecripts are
in the possession of the Provinetown Theater Company
in the Provincetown Public Library. If there should
come a time when the play is proposed for production,
the Provincetown Theater Company will follow standard
accepted procedure for obt,ining rights and paying
royalties.

Thank you for your kind aptience in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Paul J. Asher



DRAMATISTS PLAY SERVICE inc.

440 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 +(212)MU 3-8960

November 14, 1980
o —

Provincetown Theatre Corp.
c/o Paul Asher
5 Point Street
Provincetown, MA 02657

Production fee for the use of

OF MICE AND MEN ¥
35
Finst penformance  |Peseesenens
35
veees Additional performances @ $.ooeeeeennns
Total A

PLEASE ADVISE. THIS IS OUR FOURTH INQUIRY.

Payment of production fee 48 due five days before the g§irnst pergormance.

Please indicate on above blanks the number of performances to be given,
§4LL amount due and retun this bill with check made payable Zo the Dramatists

Play Service, Inc.

In case no prwduction was made, on in case of postponement or cancella-

tion 04§ pwposed pwduction, please notify.

Permission forn production &4 automatic upon payment of royalty.
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