
The Provincetown Playhouse 
On the Last of the Old Whaling Wharves 

1956 SEASON 

"THE LADY FROM THE SEA" 
By HENRIK IBSEN 

July 16 · July 21 
Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30 

Coming July 23 28 
"S. S. GLENCAIRN" 
By Eugene O'Neill 

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W 
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford 



FOR FINEST FOOD 
Duncan Hines recommends 

for the gathering place of your friends 

THE EVERBREEZE 
overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor 

429 Commercial Street 

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER 
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9 :30 

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE 
ON THE WHARF 

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first 
to recognize the genius of Eugene O'Neill, acknowledged as the leading 
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large 
as the fish-house on M ~ r y  Heaton Vorse's wharf where that company 
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own 
works in their own way, performed O'Neill's first play, "Bound East 
For Cardiff" in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again 
be played here this season-in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his 
works have been produced by the present managers since 194,0, many 
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of 
O'Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf. 

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown 
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of 
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as 
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are, 
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield, 
I . . ~ a u r e n c e  Eyre, Reginald L a w r e n ~ e .  

Beauty Individually Yours 

HARBOR VANITY SHQPPE 
285 Commercial Street 

Provinc1town 
Prov. 511 

rred 
HAIR STYLIST 

459 High Street 
West Medford Square 

Medford 
MYstic 8-3240 

ANNETTE BERGSON ~  
(In The Flower Shop around the corner) ~  -

248 Commercial Street · ~  

See · our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission 

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the 
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in 
19,38. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a 
minor role the next. 

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is 
necessary for actors to take technical and produC'tion duties, exercising 
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition. 
Opportunity 1is given to those in the company who wish to develop as 
directors and designers. 

A d-isplay of photographs of current and former productions is open 
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O'Neill 
plays are performed there wiH be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs, 
and letters of his time on special exhibit. 

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial 
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest. 

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of 
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and 
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and 
props part of each day. 

PALA BATIK 
original Batik fabrics 
389 Commercial St. 

A wee bit different! 

INDIA 

BALI 

TURKEY 

JAPAN 

JAVA 

AFRICA 

PERSIA 

SIAM 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill 



BEiFORE THE SHOW 
AFTER THE SHOW----

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers' hangout 

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP 
246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building 

Studio Shop 
- Open Year 'Round -

COMPLETE LINE OF 

ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 
441 COMMERCIAL STREET 

EAST END 

Lighting ..... .... .. ... .... .... Robert Lee "THE LADY F OM THE SEA" Costumes . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . Anne Howard 

Tops in casual clot hes and footwear 
for the ladies-

JANTZEN 
WHITE STAG 
SHIP 'N' SHORE 
KEDETTES 

for the men--
MacGREGOR 
VAN HEUSEN 
JANTZEN 
KEDS 

M ~  
opp. Town Hall 

a year round store -- no charge for the label 

ard Thommen 

ACT I 
The Garden by Wangel's House. Noon-Late summer. 

Scene l: 
Scene II: 

Scene I: 
Scene II: 

ACT II 
The Prospect, a height above the t wn. That night. 
A n(lther part of Wangel's garden, by the pond. Almost 

evening. The next day. 
ACT III 

By Wangel's house. Early evening. A day later. 
The same, late evening. 

Design Director .............................. .... ....... .. .... ............... ... . Jackson Barry 
Production Manager ........ ..... ................. ..... .... .... ........ .. ..... ........ Fred Levy 
Stage Manager ...... ........... ................ ........ ............................ . Jay Shuchter 
Properties ...... .................. .... ... ...... ..... .. ......... .. ............... Sarah Braveman 
Publicity ..... ...... ...... ....... ...... ..... ....... ......... .... .... ...... ... ..... .... . Wendy Reeves 
House Manager ... .. ... ...... .. ... .... ... .. .. ... .. ..... .... .... . .... ... Geoffrey Lafayette 

American Dishes and 'Continental Specialtie.s 

CUISINE AU VIN 
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N. Y. Post, Gotham Guide 

LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5 :310 t o 10 
232 East 58th Street, New Yor·k City ----7 193 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Tel 1243-W 



ART PROVINCETOWN 
ASSOCIATION 

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 ·-Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3 

Palm Beach and Provincetown 

.r;J I • 
. t \ o o e r ' \ 1 0 - ~ - -

handwoven fabrics 
79 Commercial Street 

THE COMPANY FOR 1956 
VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and 

Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940. 
CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and 

Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940. 
EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN: 

Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets' 
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College . Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946. , 

FRED LEVY: 
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award 
Amherst '55. Leading roles seasons nf '54, '55. In charge of Production, '55 season and '56. 

ROBERT BEATEY: 
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green '55, N. Y. production "Aria da Capo" 
'56, Poets' Theatre '55, '56. In charge of Box Office, '56 season. 

JACKSON BA.RRY: 
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre 
as an actor, and Highfield Thea.tre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Oast1e Hill 
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production. 

SARAH BRAVEMAN: 
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, latex, visiting actress at 
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets' Theatre Cambridg>e company since 1952. 
In charge of Properties for the season. 

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP-250 Commercial Street 

THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP 

THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP-317 Commercial Street 

Provincetown's Finest 

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT 

and SEA HORSE INN 
(Next to the Playhouse) 

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast 

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant 
BREAKFAST -LUNCHEON -DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street 

Shirts Etcetera 
222 Commercial Street 

Provincetown 1289 
TOBEY ORIGINALS--- - - - AND SO FORTH 

ANNE HOWARD: 
Actress wi,th Berkeley Repevtory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players, 
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley. 
Scenes from Shakespeare T .V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department. 

GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE: 
Has played in over ·twenty T .V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of 
Poets' Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season. 

ROBERT C. LEE: 
Acted in stock qompanies in Seatt1e, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut. studied design and lighting at the University Olf Washington and 
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season. 

ALEX WOLi'SON: 
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Communi·ty Playhouse, 
Rhode Island, Wellesley T h e a t r e - O n ~ T h e - G r e e n  season of '55, Poets' Theatre, Cam-
bridge, '54 and '56. With production department this season. 

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studlied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets' 
Theatre Company, '55, '56. Assistant in costume department. 

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and ddrector '54 to '56. Poets' 
Theatre Company '55, '56. Production staff. 

WENDY REEVF;S: Croton Players, N. Y. and d e g ~ · e e  in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity. 

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter 
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties. 

HEIDI ZIMMl"RLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistant, 
production staff. 

. .. . AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (acro'Ss from Cape Cod Garage) 

The Candle Shop 
Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of 

Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies 

FLY 
Provincetown· Boston Airline, Inc. 

FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS 
Provincetown 24'0 East Boston 7-6090 



RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool 
on the outdoor Dining Terrace 

DON HARV'IE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST 

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088 

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956 
June 30 - September 3 

THE GREAT DIVIDE 
William Vaughn Moody .................... June 3Q- July 7 
(Special Sunday Performance July 1st) 

THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9-14 
THE LADY FROM THE SEA 

Henrik Ibsen ............................................ Jul:y- 16- 21 
S. S. GLE'NCAIRN, Eugene O'Neill ............ July 23-28 
THE CHALK G:ARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30- Aug 4 
To Be Announced .......................................... Aug. 6 - 11 
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O'Neill ............. Aug 13-18 
IN THE SUMMER HOUSE, Jane Bowles .. Aug. 2'0- 25 
AH WILDERNESS, Eugene O'Neill .... Aug. 27- Sept. 3 

(Actors' Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and 
Labor Day, September 3rd) 

S'd (J(UU plad ~ ~  
33 B ~  d. t.L 95:Z-'kJ 

Classical French Cuisine for Epicures 
DINNER 6:00- 10:30 P.M. LATE SNACK 12- 2:30 

IT'S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT 

Provincetown--opposite the theatre Wellfleet--opposite the pier 

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas fTom many foreign countries 

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE 



The Provincetown Playhouse 
On the Last of the Old Whaling W lw rves 

1956 SEASON 

"S. S. GLENGAIRN" 
By EUGENE O'NEILL 

July 23 · July 28 
Performances Weekday Evenings at 8 :3·0 

Coming July 30 - August 4 
"THE CHALK GARDEN" 

By Enid Bagnold 

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W 
Free parkin&' one block West of theatre off Bradford 



FOR FINEST F OOD 
Duncan Hines recommends 

for the gathering place of your friends 

THE EVERBREEZE 
overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor 

429 Commercial Street 

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and D I ~ ' " N E R  

Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9 :30 

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE 
ON THE WHARF 

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first 
to recognize the genius of Eugene O'Neill, acknowledged as the leading 
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large 
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse's wharf where that company 
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own 
works in their own way, performed O'Neill's first play, "Bound East 
For Cardiff" in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again 
be played here this season-in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his 
works have been produced by the present managers sjnce 1940, many 
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of 
O'Neill in the Playhouse-on--the-wharf. 

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown 
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of 
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as 
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are, 
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield, 
I . . ~ a u r e n c e  E'yre, Reginald Lawrence. · 

Beauty Individually Yours 

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE 
285 Commercial Street 

Provinc1town 
Prov. 511 

~ r e d  
HAIR STYLIST 

459 High Street 
West Medford Square 

Medford 
MYstic 8-3240 

ANNETTE BERGSON 
(In The Flower Shop around the corner) 

248 Commercial Street 

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission 

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the 
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in 
19J38. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a 
minor role the next. 

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is 
necessary for actors to take technical and produc-tion duties, exercising 
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition. 
Opportunity ,is given to those in the company who wish to develop as 
directors and designers. 

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open 
to vis-itors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O'Neill 
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs 
and letters of his time on special exhibit. 

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial 
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest. 

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of 
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and 
must cross a wharf which has al'SO to serve as a work-shop f or sets and 
props part of each day. 

PALA BATIK 
original Batik fabrics 
389 Commercial St. 

A wee bit different! 

INDIA 

BALI 

TURKEY 

JAPAN 

JAVA 

AFRICA 

PERSIA 

SIAM 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill 



BEFORE THE SHOW 
AFTER THE SHOW - - - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers' hangout 

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP 
246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building 

Studio Shop 
- Open Year 'Round -

COMPLETE LINE OF 

ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 
441 COMMERCIAL STREET 

EAST END 

Set Design by Virginia Thoms ''S. S. GLENCAIRN'' Lighting by Robert Lee 
Costumes by Anne Howard By Eugene O'Neill 

Directed by Virginia Thoms 
CAST 

DRISCOLL ...... .. ..... ... ................ .. ..... ............ .... ... .. .. ...... Edward Thommen -
SMITTY ............ .................................................................. Robert Beatey 
COCKY . . ... . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . ... . . . . . . .. .. .. . ... . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . .. .... .. ...... .. . . . Alex Wolfson -
BIG FRANK .. ... .... ... .. ................... .. .... ..... ..... ..... .. ..... ... Geoffrey Lafayette 
YANK Jay Shuchter -
DA .. .. .. .. .................................... Fred Levy -

..... ... ... ... . . .. .. ...... .. .. .. ... . .. .... ............ Noel Farrand 
o o ..... ... .. . .................. . ... . . . . . oo.o ........... 0 ....... Jackson Barry ' 

PAUL ... .... ...... .. ...... .............. .... .......... ......... ....... ... .... ........ John Bumstead_.... 
CAPTAIN .. · ....................................... 0000 .... .... 

1 
............................ Robert Lee 'I 

BELLA ................................. . . ( 3 ~ . '  .. ..... 0<' .. ~  . ~ 0  0 ... t: ... Sa-ra B ~ a - ¥ e m a n -
PEARL o •• ooo · .. ··oooo···o ...... o.oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo ........ . oo .... . .... o Joanna Hutchins -
SUSIE 0 ..... 0. 0 . . ....... . .. 0 .. o ....... o o . .... .. o .... o ..................... o 0 0 .. . 0 0 0 ••• Heidi Zimmerlj 
VIOLE.T ....... .... ..... ... ..... .. .............. .. ................................ .... Wendy Reeves X 
FLOSSIE . o o •••• •• • o .. oo . . .................. . ........ o ... ... oooo ... o .. oooo .......... o Judith Steffan,)( 

Tops in casual clothes and footwear 
!or the ladies-

JANTZEN 
WHITE STAG 
SHIP 'N' SHORE 
KEDETTES 

!or the men-
MacGREGOR 
VAN HEUSEN 
JANTZEN 
REDS 

M ~  
opp. Town Hall 

a year round store -- no charge /or the label 

SCENES 
PART ONE - The Moon of the Carribees. A forward section of t he 

main deck of the British tramp steamer Glencairn, at 
anchor off an island in the West Indies. 

PART TWO -Bound East for Cardiff. The seamen's forecastle on the 
. S. S. Glencairn. 

PART THREE -In the Zone. The same. 

PRODUCTION 
Design Director ................................................................ Virginia Thoms 
Production Manager ............. .... .... ... .. ............ ................... ....... .. Fred Levy 
Stage Manager .................................................................... Wendy Reeves 
Properties ..... .. ......... .. , .. ......... ........ .... ... ... .... ...... o ... ........ .. ..... Alex Wolfson 
Publicity .. .. ....... o ........... o ........ o .................... o.,, o o ... .... .... ..... ... o Wendy Reeves 
House Manager ..................................................... ., ... 0 Geoffrey Lafayette 

Foul weather gear, Slickers and Sou'westers court·esy of the Coast 
Guard and Mrs. Herman Tasha. 

American Dishes and Continental Specialties 

CUISINE AU VIN 
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N.Y. Post, Gotham Guide 

LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5 :30· to 10 
232 East 58th Street, New York City ---,;. 193 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Tel 1243-W 

PROGRAM CORRECTION 

BELLA ... ...... ................. 0 .................. o .o ........ Beatrice Paipert 



ART PROVINCETOWN 
ASSOCIATION 

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29- Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3 

Palm Beach and Provincetown 

handwoven fabrics 
79 Commercial Street 

THE COMPANY FOR 1956 
VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and 

Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940. 
CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and 

Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940. 
EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN : 

Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets' 
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this count ry since 1946. 

FRED LEVY: 
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting a·ward 
Amherst '55. Leading roles seasons of '54, '55. In charge of Production, '55 season and '56. 

ROBERT BEATEY: 
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green '55, N.Y. prod!uction "Aria da Capo" 
'56, Poets' Thea,tre '55, '56. In charge of Box Office, '56 season. 

JACKSON BARRY: 
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre 
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill 
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production. 

SARAH BRAVEMAN: 
Began the,atre career !lit The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at 
Brandeis University theatre, wtth Poets' Theatre Cambridge company since 1952. 
In charge of Properties for the season. 

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP-250 Commercial Street 

THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP 

THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP-317 Commercial Street 

Provincetown's Finest 

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT 

and SEA HORSE INN 
(Next to the Playhouse) 

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast 

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant 
BREAKFAST- LUNCHEON- DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street 

Shirts Etcetera 
222 Commercial Street 

Provincetown 12'8·9 
TOBEY ORIGINALS--- ---AND SO FORTH 

ANNE HOWARD: 
Actress wtth Berkeley Reper·tory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players, 
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley. 
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department. 

GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE: 
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of 
Poets' Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season. 

ROBERT C. LEE: 
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut. studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and 
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season. 

ALEX WOLFSON: 
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse, 
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of '55, Poets' Theatre, Cam-
bridge, '54 and '56. With production department this season. 

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets' 
Theatre Company, '55, '56. Assistant in costume department. 

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director '54 to '56. Poets' 
Theatre Company '55, '56. Production staff. 

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and deg~·ee in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity. 

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter 
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties. 

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistant, 
production staff. 

. .. AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage) 

The Candle Shop 
Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a comer cupboard of 

Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies 

FLY 
Provincetown · Boston Airline, Inc. 

FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS 
Provincetown 240 East Boston 7 -6<>90 



RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool 
on the outdoor Dining Terrace 

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CRJEWS NEST 

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088 

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956 
June 30 ·September 3 

THE GREAT DIVIDE 
William Vaughn Moody .. ..... ..... ....... . June 3D- July 7 
(Special Sunday Performance July 1st) 

THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9-14 
THE LADY FROM THE SEA 

Henrik Ibsen ............................................ July 16- 21 
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O'Neill ............ July 23- 28 
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30- Aug 4 
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ........... . Aug. 6- 11 
To Be Announced ..... ................................... Aug. 13 - 18 
IN THE SUMMER HOUSE, Jane Bowles .. Aug. 2'()- 25 
AH, WILDER,NESS, Eugene O'Neill .. .. Aug. 27- Sept. 3 

(Actors' Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and 
Labor Day, September 3rd) 

S'd muu plad Redawuud tiJ.~ 
33 B~ d. t.L 952-'kl . 

Classical French Cuisine for Epicures 
DINNER 6:00- 10:30 P.M. LATE SNACK 12. 2:30 

IT'S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT 

Provincetown--opposite the theatre Wellfleet--opposite the pier 

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries 

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE 



The Provincetow,n Playhouse 
On the Last of the Old Whaling Wharves 

1956 SEASON 

"THE CHALK GA.RDEN" 
By ENID BAGNOLD 

July 30 • August 4 
Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30 

Coming August 6 - 11 
"THE GENTLE PEOPLE" 

By Irwin Shaw 

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W 
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford 



FOR FINEST FOOD 
Duncan Hines recommends 

for the gathering place of your friends 

THE EVERBREEZE 
overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor 

429 Commercial Street 

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER 
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9:30 

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE 
ON THE WHARF 

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first 
to recognize the genius of Eugene O'Neill, acknowledged as the leading 
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large 
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse's wharf where that company 
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own 
works in their own way, performed O'Neill's first play, "Bound East 
For Cardiff" in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again 
be played here this season-in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his 
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many 
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of 
O'Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf. 

From the time of the first wharf ·theatre, audiences in Provincetown 
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of 
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as 
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are, 
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield, 
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence. 

Beauty Individually Yours 

HARBOR VANTTY SHOPPE 
285 Commercial Street 

!Provinc-ttown 
Prov. 511 

fred 
HAffi STYLIST 

459 High Street 
West Medford Square 

Medford 
MYstic 8-3240 

~ 

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission 

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the 
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in 
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a 
minor role the next. 

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is 
necessary for actors to take technical and production duties, exercising 
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the be•st theatre tradition. 
Opportunity .•is given to those in the company who wish to develop as 
directors and designers. 

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open 
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O'Neill 
plays are performed there wil'l be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs 
and letters of his time on special exhibit. 

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial 
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest. 

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of 
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and 
must cross a wharf which has al'SO to serve as a work-shop for sets and 
props part of each day. 

PALA BATIK INDIA JAVA 

BALI AFRICA 

original Batik fabrics TURKEY PERSIA 

389 Commercial St. JAPAN SIAM 

A wee bit different! 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill 



BEFORE THE SHOW 
AFTER THE SHOW -- - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers' hangout 

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP 
246 Commercial Stree_t Port-Hole Building 

Studio Shop 
- Open Year 'Round -

COMPLETE LINE OF 

ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 
441 COMMERCIAL STREET 

EAST END 

Set Design by J ackson Barry ''THE CHALK GARDEN'' Lighting by Robert Lee 
Costumes by Anne Howard by Enid Bagnold 

Directed by Edward Thommen 

CAST 

MISS MADRIGAL (FIRST APPLICANT) ... ..... ... .. ....... Virginia Thoms 

MAITLAND ......... .... ...... ....... .. ..... .......... ... ...... ...... ... ...... ... .. Robert Beatey 

SECOND APPLICANT .. ... .... ... ....... ...... .... ... ..... .... ... .... .... Beatrice Paipert 

LAUREL .. ..... ...... ... ..... ... .... ..... .. ... ... ......... ....... ............ ......... Judith Steffan 

THIRD APPLICANT ........ ... .......... ............ ........ ......... .. Joanna Hutchins 

MRS. ST. MAUGHAM ...... ....... ... ..... ... .......... ........ Catharine Huntington 

NURSE . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . Heidi Zimmerli 

OLIVIA ........ .. ..... ..... ....... ...... ... ........ ... ·············'········· ..... ..... . Anne Howard 
THE JUDGE ..... ........... ... .. .... ......... .. .... ... ........ .... ...... ..... .. .. .. Robert C. Lee 

Tops in casual clothes and footwear 
for the ladies-

JANTZEN 
WHITE STAG 
SHIP 'N' SHORE 
KEDETTES 

for the men-
MacGREGOR 
VAN HEUSEN 
JANTZEN 
KEDS 

M~ 
opp. Town Hall 

a y ear round store -- no charge for the label 

' \ 

TIME: The Present. 
PLACE: A room in a manor house, Sussex, England. 

ACT I 
A day in J une. 

ACT II 
Two months later. 

ACT III 
Twenty minutes later. 

PRODUCTION 
Production Manager ........ .. .... ... ... ...... ..... ... .... ............. ... .. .. ... ..... Fred Levy 
Stage Manager ..... .... ... ... .... .... .... ................. ..... .... ... .... Geoffrey Lafayette 
Properties .... .... .. ...... .. .. .... .. ......... .. ... .. ... .. .. .. .. ...... ..... .... .. Sarah Braveman 
Publicity ...... ... ...... ...... .. ... ..... .. ... .. ...... ... ....... ........ ..... ..... ....... Wendy Reeves 
House Manager . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . ... . . . .. .. ... . .. ..... .. Geoffrey Lafayette 

American Dishes and Continental Specialties 

CUISINE AU VIN 
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N.Y. Post, Gotham Guide 

LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5 :31() to ItO 
232 East 58th S treet, New Y ork City ----? 193 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Tel 1243-W 



ART PROVINCETOWN 
ASSOCIATION 

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 -· Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3 

Palm Beach and Provincetown 

handwoven fabrics 
79 Commercial Street 

THE COMPANY FOR 1956 
VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and 

Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940. 
CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and 

Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940. 
EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN: 

Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets' 
Theatre, C'ambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
n ington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele.-
vision in England, as wen as this count ry since 1946. 

FRED LEVY: 
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award 
Amherst '55. Leading roles seasons of '54, '55. In charge of Production, '55 season and '56. 

ROBERT BEATEY: 
Second season. Wellesly Thea1Jre-On-The-Green '55, N. Y. prodluction "Aria da Capo" 
'56, Poets' The&tre '55, '56. In charge of Box Office, '56 season. 

JACKSON BARRY: 
Degrees from Ya le and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre 
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill 
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production. 

SARAH BRAVEMAN: 
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, lGter, visiting actress at 
Brandeis Univ·ersity theatre, ·W1th Poets' Theatre Cambridge company . since 1952. 
In charge of Properties for the season. 

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP-250 Commercial Street 

THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP 

THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP-317 Commercial Street 

Provincetown's Finest 

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT 

and SEA HORSE INN 
(Next to the Playhouse) 

Start Your Day Witk A Home-style Breakfast 

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant 
BREAKFAST -LUNCHEON- DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street 

Shirts Etcetera 
222 Commercial Street 

Provincetown 12>8·9 
TOBEY ORIGINALS--- ---AND SO FORTH 

ANNE HOWARD: 
Actress with Berkeley Repel'tory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players, 
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley. 
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH <Boston). In charge of costume department. 

GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE: 
Has played in over ·twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of 
Poets' Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season. 

ROBERT C . . LEE: 
Ac·ted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut. studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and 
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season. 

ALEX WOLFSON: 
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Communi·ty Playhouse, 
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of '55, Poets' Theatre, Cam-
bridge, '54 and '56. With production department this season. 

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with 'Poets' 
Theatre Company, '55, '56. Assistant in . costume department. 

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, ac·tor and ddrector '54 to '56. Poets' 
Theatre Company '55, '56. Production staff. 

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity. 

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter 
Theatre, Virginia . Assistant in properties. 

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich JuniOl' Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistant, 
production staff. 

. .. AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage) 

The Candle Shop 
Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of 

Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies 

FLY 
Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inc. 

FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS 
Provincetown 240 East Boston 7-6090 



RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool 
on the outdoor Dining Terrace 

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CR,EWS NEST 

At the center of town, 2.93 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088 

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956 
June 30 • September 3 

THE GREAT DIVIDE 
William Vaughn Moody ......... ........... June 3{}- July 7 
(Special Sunday Performance July 1st) 

THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9 - 14 
THE LADY FROM THE SEA 

Henrik Ibsen ............................. ............... July 16- 21 
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O'Neill ............ July 23-28 
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30- Aug 4 
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ Aug. 6- 11 
To Be Announced ........................................ Aug. 13 - 18 
IN THE SUMMER HOUSE, Jane Bowles .. Aug. 2'()- 25 
AH, WILDER,NESS, Eugene O'Neill .... Aug. 27- Sept. 3 

, (Actors' Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and 
Labor Day, September 3rd) 

S'd ~ pla;i R~ d)~ 
33 B~ d. t.L 95:1.-'kl 

Classical French Cuisine for Epicures 
DINNER 6:00. 10:30 P.M. LATE SNACK 12 • 2:30 

IT'S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT 

IDl]r Nnrl ~l]nps 
Provincetown-opposite the theatre Wellfleet--opposite the pier 

Shops harboring a multitude of gif.t ideas from many foreign countries 

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE 



The Provincetown Playhouse 
On the Last of the Old Whaling Wharves 

1956 SEASON 

"THE GENTLE PEOPLE" 
By IRWIN SHAW 

August 6 • August 11 
Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30 

Coming August 13 - 18 
"THE CHALK GARDEN 

By Enid Bagnold 

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W 
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford 



FOR FINEST FOOD 
Duncan Hines recommends 

·~ . 

for the gathering place of your friends 

THE EVERBREEZE 
overlooking beautiful Provincet?wn Harbor 

429 Commercial Street 

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DI:r-.."NER 
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9 :30 

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE 
ON THE WHARF 

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first 
to recognize the genius of Eugene O'Neill, acknowle.dged as. the leading 
American playwright. This present small theatre IS not even as large 
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse's wharf where that company 
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own 
works in their own way, performed O'Neill's first play, "Bound East 
For Cardiff" in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again 
be played' here this season-in The Glencairn Cycle. , Fourteen of his 
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many 
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of 
O'Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf. 

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown 
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of 
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as 
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are, 
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield, 
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence. 

Beauty Individually Yours 

HARBOR VANTTY SHOPPE 
285 Commercial Street 

iProvinc1town 
Prov. 511 

fred 
HAIR STYLIST 

459 High Street 
West Medford Square 

Medford 
MYstic 8-3240 

ANNETTE BERGSON~~~. 
(In The. Flower Shop around the corner) '~ 

'I . ~ 248 Commercia Street ' 

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission 

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the 
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in 
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a 
minor role the next. 

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is 
necessary for actors to take te0hndcal and produc-tion duties, exercising 
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition. 
Opportunity lis given to those in the company who wish to develop as 
directors and designers. 

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open 
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O'Neill 
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs 
and letters of his time on special exhibit. 

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial 
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest. 

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of 
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and 
must cross a wharf which has all'!O to serve as a work-shop for sets and 
props part of each day. · 

PALA BATIK INDIA JAVA 

BALI AFRICA 

original Batik fabrics TURKEY. PERSIA 

389 Co~ercial St. JAPAN. SIAM 

A wee bit different! 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill 



·BEFORE THE SHOW 
AFTER THE SHOW - - - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers' hangout 

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP 
246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building 

Studio Shop 
-Open Year 'Round-

COMPLETE LINE OF 

ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 
441 COMMERCIAL STREET 

EAST END 

Sets ............................... . Jack Barry ''THE GENTLE PEOPLE'' Costumes ........ ........ .. Anne Howard 
Lighting ........................ Robert Lee By 'Irwin! Shaw 

Directed by Edward Thommen 
Properties .... ............ Alex Wolfson 

CAST 

JONAH GOODMAN .............. ...... ............. ..... .... .. .... ................. Fred Levy 
PHILIP ANAGNOS ............................................................ Alex Wolfson 
MAGRUDER .. .................. ........... ... ............. ........ ......... ..... ....... Robert Lee 
STELLA GOODMAN .................... ...... ...... .............. ............ Anne Howard 
ELI LEIBER ........................................................................ Robert Beatey 
HAROLD GOFF ..... ....... ......... .. ... ...... ........................ Geoffrey Lafayette 
FLORENCE GOODMAN .................................................. Virginia Thoms 
ANGELINA ESPOSITO ... .... .............. ................ ...... .... . Beatrice Paipert 
JUDGE ... ..... ..... ....... ..... .......... .. ........ .... ............................ ......... J~ck Barry 
LAMMANA WITZ ................................................................ Jay Shuchter 
POLACK .................................................................................. Robert Lee 
FLAHERTY .................................... ......... ...... ........ .. .... ..... .. Edward Dodge 
LORETTA LOMBARD ......... .............. .... .......... .. ............... Judith Steffan 

Tops in casual clothes and footwear 
for the ladies-

JANTZEN 
WHITE STAG 
SHIP 'N' SHORE 
KEDETTES 

for the men-
MacGREGOR 
VAN HEUSEN 
JANTZEN 
KEDS 

M~ 
opp. Town Hall 

a year round store -- no charge /or the label 

Scene 1. 
Scene 2. 
Scene 3. 

Scene 1. 
Scene 2. 
Scene 3. 
Scene 4. 
Scene 5. 

Scene 1. 
Scene 2. 
Scene 3. 

ACT I 
Steeplechase Pier, Coney Island. A mild winter night. 
The living-room of the Goodman home. Later that night. 
The pier. Two nights later. 

ACT II 
The living-room. Evening, one month later. 
The pier. The following evening. 
Night Court. An hour later. 
The pier. A half hour later. 
The steam room of a Turkish bath. Later that night. 

ACT III 
The pier. The following evening. 
Out in the bay. Ten minutes later. 
The pier. One week later. Evening. 

Production Manager ...... ..... ; ........ ... .. .... ........ ... ........... ............... Fred Levy 
Stage Manager ...... .... ................ .... ............. ............ ............. Judith Steffan 
Publicity ........... ..... .. .............. .......... ... ...... ................ ........... Wendy Reeves· 
House Manager ...... ................... ...... ..... ......... ........... .. Geoffrey Lafayette 

American Dishes and Continental Specialties 

CUISINE AU VIN 
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N.Y. Post, Gotham Guide 

LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5 :310 to 10 
232 East 58th Street, New York City ~ 193 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Tel 1243· W 



ART PROVINCETOWN 
ASSOCIATION 

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29- Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3 

. Palm Beach and Provincetown 

handwoven fabrics 
79 Commercial Street 

THE COMPANY FOR 1956 
VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and 

Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940. 
CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and 

Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940. 
EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN: 

Director. associated with management 1956 season. Resident .director with the Poets• 
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
n ington College . Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well •as this country since 1946. 

FRED LEVY: 
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award 
Amherst '55. Leading roles seasons of '54, '55. In charge of Production, '55 season and '56. 

ROBERT BEATEY: 
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green '55, N. Y. prodluction "Aria da Capo" 
'56, Poets' Theatre '55, '56. In charge of Box Office, '56 season. 

JACKSON BARRY: 
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre 
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College ; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill 
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production. 

SARAH BRAVEMAN: 
Began theatre career !lit The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting ·actress at 
Brandeis University theatre, w.Lth Poets' Theatre Cambridge company since 1952. 
In charge of Properties for the season. 

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP-250 Commercial Street 

THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP 

THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP-317 Commercial Street 

Provincetown's Finest 

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT 

and SEA HORSE INN 
(Next to the Playhouse) 

Start Your Day With A Home-style B reakfast 

The TOWN CRIER Restauran t 
BREAKFAST- LUNCHEON- DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street 

Shirts Etcetera 
222 Commercial Street 

Provincetown 1289 
TOBEY ORIGINALS--- ---AND SO FORTH 

ANNE HOWARD: 
Actress with Berkeley Repertory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players, 
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley. 
Scenes from Shakespeare T .V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department. 

GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE: 
Has played in over twenty T .V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of 
Poets' Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season. 

ROBERT C. LEE: . 
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and S!lluga-
tuck, Connecticut. studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and 
acted as assistant to Corw'in Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season. 

ALEX WOLFSON: 
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse, 
Rhode Island, Weilesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of '55, Poets' Theatre, Cam-
bridge, '54 and '56. With production department this season. 

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Stud!i.ed at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets' 
Theatre Company, '55, '56. Assistant in costume department. 

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and d!irector '54 to '56. Poets' 
Theatre Company '55, '56. Production staff. 

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity. 

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter 
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties. 

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior 'rheatre, Cape Cod, two ·years. Box office assistant, 
production staff. 

. .. AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage) 

The Candle Shop 
Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a comer cupboard of 

Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies 

FLY 
Provincetown · Boston Airline, Inc. 

FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS 
Provincetown 240 East Boston 7-6090 



REST AURA NT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool 
on the outdoor Dining Terrace 

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CR!EWS NEST 

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088 

. 

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956 
June 30 -·September 3 

THE GREAT DIVIDE 
William Vaughn Moody .................. .. June 3{)- July 7 
(Special Sunday Performance July 1st) 

THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ........ .... July 9- 14 
THE LADY 1FROM THE SEA 

Henrik IOsen ...... ..... .L ................... .......... July 16- 21 
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eug~ne O'Neill ! ........... July 23- 28 
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagndld .. July 30- Aug 4 
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw .. ....... .. . Aug. 6- 11 
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold ... ... Aug. 13- 18 
To Be Announced ............. ............. .... .... ... ... Aug. 20·- 25 
AH, WILDERNESS, Eugene O'Neill .... Aug. 27- Sept. 3 

(Actors' Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and 
Labor Day, September 3rd) 

S'd OOM4 pJad R~ d)~ 
33 B~ d t.L 95.2-'k/ 

Classical French Cuisine for Epicures 
DINNER 6:00- 10:30 P.M. LATE SNACK 12- 2:30 

IT'S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT 

Provincetown--opposite the theatre Wellfleet--opposite the pier 

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries 

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY Il\"VITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE 

I 



The Provincetown Playhouse 
On the Last of the Old Whaling Wharves 

1956 SEASON 

"THE CHALK GARDEN" 
By ENID BAGNOLD 

August 13 • August 18 
Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30 

Coming August 20 - 25 
''ORPHEUS'' 

Jean Cocteau's Modern Comedy 

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W 
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford 



FOR FINEST FOOD 
Dunc~n Hines recommends 

for the gathering place of your friends 

THE EVERBREEZE 
overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor 

429 Commercial Street 

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DI1'-I"NER 
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9 :30 

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE 
ON THE WHARF 

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first 
to recognize the genius of Eugene O'Neill, acknowledged as the leading 
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large 
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse's wharf where that company 
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own 
works in their own way, performed O'Neill's first play, "Bound East 
For Cardiff" in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again 
be played here this season-in The Glencairn Cycle .. Fourteen of his 
works have been produced by the present managers smce 1940, many 
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of 
O'Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf. 

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown 
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of 
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as 
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are, 
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield, 
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence. 

Beauty Individually Yours 

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE 
285 Commercial Street 

Provinc<ttown 
Prov. 511 

~red 
HAIR STYLIST 

459 High Street 
West Medford Square 

Medford 
MYstic 8-3240 

ANNETTE BERGSON dab 
(In The Flower Shop around the corner) ~~. 

248 Commercial Street ~ 

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission 

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the 
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in 
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a · 
minor role the next. 

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is 
necessary for actors to take technlical and produc,tion duties, exercising 
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition. 
Opportunity 1is given to those in the company who wish to develop as 
directors and designers. 

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open 
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O'Neill 
plays are performed there wil'l be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs 
and letters of his time on special exhibit. 

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial 
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest. 

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of 
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and 
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and 
props part of each day. 

PALA BATIK 
original Batik fabria 
389 Commercial St. 

A wee bit different! 

INDIA 

BALI 

TURKEY 

JAPAN 

JAVA 

AFRICA 

PERSIA 

SIAM 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill 



BEFORE THE SHOW 
AFTER THE SHOW---- Studio Shop 

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers' hangout - Open Year 'Round -

COMPLETE LINE OF 

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 
441 COMMERCIAL STREET 

246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building EAST END 

SECOND ENGAGEMENT 

Set Design by Jackson Barry ''THE CHAL1
V GARDEN'' 1'- Lighting by Robert C. Lee 

by Enid Bagnold Costumes by Anne Howard 
Directed by Edward Thommen 

CAST 

MISS MADRIGAL (FIRST APPLICANT) .................... Virginia Thoms 

MAITLAND ...................................................... .................. Robert Beatey 

SECOND APPLICANT ................ ..... ... .. ........... .. ........ ..... Beatrice Paipert 

LAUREL .............................................................................. Judith Steffan 
-

THIRD APPLICANT ...................................... .. .. .... .................. Lloyd Ely 

MRS. ST. MAUGHAM .......................................... Catharine Huntington -

NURSE ................................................................. :. . . . . . . .. . . . Heidi Zimmerli 

OLIVIA ................................................................................ Anne Howard 

THE JUDGE ........................................................................ Robert C. Lee 

Tops in casual clothes and footwear 
for the ladies-

JANTZEN 
WHITE STAG 
SHIP 'N' SHORE 
KEDETTES 

for the men--
MacGREGOR 
VAN HEUSEN 
JANTZEN 
KEDS 

M~ 
opp. Town Hall 

a year round store -- no charge /or the label 

TIME: The Present. 
PL4CE: A room in a manor house, Sussex, England. 

ACT I- A day in June. 
ACT II- Two months later. 
ACT III- Twenty minutes later. 

Flowers Courtesy of Mrs. Elmer Greensfelder 

PRODUCTION 
Production Manager .................................................................. Fred Levy 
Stage Manager ............................................................ Geoffrey Lafayette 
Properties ................... ............................ . Alex Wolfson, John Bumstead 
Publicity ...................................................................... '············ Pauline Lee 
House Manager . .. ..... ... . . .. .. .. .. . .. . ... . . .... . .. . . . . ....... .... ...... Geoffrey Lafayette 

American Diahea and Continental Specialties 

CUISINE AU VIN 
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N.Y. Post, Gotham Guide 

LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5 :30 to 10 
232 East 58th Street, New York City ---7 193 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Tel 1243-W 



ART PROVINCETOWN 
ASSOCIATION 

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29- Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3 

Palm Beach and Provincetown 

handwoven fabrics 
79 Commercial Street 

THE COMPANY FOR 1956 
VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and 

Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940. 
CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and 

Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940. 
EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN: 

Director associa ted with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets' 
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Tau!l'ht acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College . Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as wen a s this country since 1946. 

FRED LEVY: 
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award 
Amherst '55. Leading roles seasons of '54, '55. In charge of Production, '55 season and '56. 

ROBERT BEATEY: 
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green '55, N.Y. prodruction "Aria da Capo" 
'56, Poets' The!litre '55, '56. In charge of Box Office, '56 season. 

JACKSON BARRY: 
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre 
as an actor, and Highfield 'Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College ; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill 
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production. 

SARAH BRAVEMAN: 
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at 
Brandeis University theatre, wit h Poets' Theatre Cambridge company since 1952. 
In charge of Properties for the season. 

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP-250 Commercial Street 

THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP 

THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP-317 Commercial Street 

Provincetown's Finest 

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT . 

and SEA HORSE INN 
(Next to the Playhouse) 

S tart Your Day Witlt A Home-style Breakfast 

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant 
BREAKFAST -LUNCHEON- DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street 

Shirts Etcetera 
222 Commercial Street 

Provincetown 1289 
TOBEY ORIGINALS--- ---AND SO FORTH 

ANNE HOWARD: 
Actress with Berkeley Repel'tory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players, 
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley. 
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department. 

GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE: 
Has played in over ·twenty T .V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of 
Poets' Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season. 

ROBERT C. LEE: 
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and S!lluga-
tuck, Connecticut. studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and 
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season. 

ALEX WOLFSON: 
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Commuruty Playhouse, 
Rhod•e Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of '55, Poets' Theatre, Cam-
bridge, '54 and '56. With production department this season. 

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studded at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets' 
Theatre Company, '55, '56. Assistant in costume department. 

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and diirector '54 to '56. Poets' 
Theatre Company '55, '56. Production staff. 

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N.Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity. 

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter 
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties. 

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape God, two years. Box office assistant, 
production staff. 

. .. AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage) 

The Candle Shop 
Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of 

Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies 

FLY 
Provincetown • Boston Airline, Inc. 

FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS 
Provincetown 240 East Boston 7-6090 



- RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool 
on the outdoor Dining Terrace 

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE GRIEWS NEST 

At the center of town, 293 CoJDID.el"cial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088 

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956 
June 30 • September 3 

THE GREAT DIVIDE 
William Vaughn Moody .................... June. 3Q- July 7 

THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9-14 
THE LADY FROM THE SEA 

Henrik Ibsen .............. ............ .............. ..... July 16- 21 
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O'Neill .. .......... July 23 - 28 
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30- Aug 4 
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ...... ...... Aug. 6- 11 
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold ...... Aug. 13-18 
ORPHEUS, 

Jean Cocteau's Modern Comedy ...... ...... Aug. 20- 25 
AH, WILDERNESS, Eugene O'Neill ... . Aug. 27 -Sept. 3 

(Actors' Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and 
Labor Day, September 3rd) 

S'd IXUU pla;i ' R~ IIJ.~ 
33 B~ d. t.L 95:1.- 'kJ 

Classical French Cuisine for Epicures 
DINNER 6:00- 10:30 P.M. LATE SNACK 12 • 2:30 

IT'S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT 

Provincetown--opposite the theatre Wellfleet--opposite 'the pier 

Shops harboring a multitude of gif.t ideas from many foreign countries 

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE 



The Provincetown Playhouse 
On the Last of the Old Whaling Wharves 

1956 SEASON 

"ORPHEUS" 
By JEAN COCTEAU 

August 20 •• August 25 
Performances Weekday Evenings at 8 :3·0 

August 27 - September 3 
"AH, WILDERNESS" by Eugene O'Neill 

Special Actors' Benefit Performances September 2 and 3 

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W 
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford 



FOR FINEST FOOD 
Duncan Hines recommends 

for the gathering place of your friends 

THE EVERBREEZE 
overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor 

429 Commercial Street 

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER 
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9 :30 

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE 
ON THE WHARF 

· The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first 
to recognize the genius of Eugene O'Neill, acknowledged as the le·ading 
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large 
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse's wharf where that company 
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own 
works in their own way, performed O'Neill's first play, "Bound East 
For Cardiff" in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later jt will again 
be played here this season-in The Glencairn Cycle .. Fourteen of his 
works have been produced by the present managers smce 1940, many 
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of 
O'Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf. 

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown 
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of 
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as 
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are, 
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield, 
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence. 

Beauty Individually Yours 

HARBOR VANTTY SHOPPE 
285 Commercial Street 

!Provine-, town 
Prov. 511 

~red 
HAIR STYLIST 

459 High Street 
West Medford Square 

Medford 
MYstic 8-3240 

. 
' ' 

I 
f • 

ANNETTE . BERGSON ~ 
' (In The Flower Shop around the corner) ~- --

248 Commercial Street 

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission 

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the 
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in 
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a 
minor role the next. 

Working in a small compass limits the size of t~e company andA is 
necessary for actors to take technical and produc-tion duties, exercismg 
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition. 
Opportunity ·is given to those in the company who wish to develop as 
directors and designers. 

A display of photographs of current and former productions is op~n 
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O'Neill 
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs 
and letters of his time on special exhibit. 

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial 
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest. 

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of 
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and 
must cross a wharf which has al'SO to serve as a work-shop for sets and 
props part of each day. 

PALA BATIK 
original Batik fabrics 
389 Commercial St. 

A wee bit different! 

INDIA 

BALI 

TURKEY 
JAPAN 

JAVA 
AFRICA 
PERSIA 
SIAM 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill 



BE1FORE THE SHOW 
AFTER THE SHOW - - - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers' hangout 

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP 
246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building 

Studio Shop 
- Open Year 'Round -

COMPLETE LINE OF 

ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 
441 COMMERCIAL STREET 

EAST END 

,_'ORPHEUS'' 
Set Design by Jackson Barry 
Drum Score by Stanley Spector 

by Jean Cocteau Lighting by Robert C. Lee 
Costumes by Anne Howard In a new translation by George Montgomery 

Directed by Edward Thommen 
CAST 

ORPHEUS ......... .. .. .. ...... .. ..... ......................... .... ...... .. . Geoffrey Lafayette 
EURYDICE . .. .. .... .. . . .. ... ... .. ... ... .. .... .. ...... ........ .. .... .......... ... .. Anne Howard 
HORSE ............................. ... .................. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .......... .. . Judith Steffan 
HEURTEBISE ... .................................. .. ........................ ..... Robert Beatey 
DEATH . ...... ... . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .... .. .... .... ........ ... . ... .. ...... .. ..... Virginia Thoms 
RAPHAEL (Her Aid) .. .... .............. .. .. .................................. Jay Shuchter 
AZRAEL (Her Aid) ............ .. .................................... .. .... Frederick Levy 
POLICE COMMISSIONER .... .. ........................................ Robert C. Lee 
CLER.K .. ... .... .. . . . . . ... . .... . .. .. . .... . . . .. .......... ........... ..... ..... .. .. .. .. ... Alex Wolfson 

TIME: The Present 
SCENE : Thrace, a room in Orpheus' house. 

Tops in casual clothes and footwear 
for the ladies-

JANTZEN 
WHITE STAG 
SHIP 'N' SHORE . 
KEDETTES 

for the men-
MacGREGOR 
VAN HEUSEN 
JANTZEN 
KEDS 

M~ 
opp. Town Hall 

a year round store -- no charge for the label 

Ice Tea will be served on the Wharf during the fifteen minute 
intermission between Acts I and II. 

Head of Orpheus by Beatrice Paipert 
Horse's Head loaned by The Poets' 'Theatre, Cambridge 
Sound recorded by Rockwell Films Inc. 
Surgeons Gowns courtesy of the Cape Cod Hospital, Hyannis. 

This translation of "Orpheus" will be published in the Autumn by 
Wallace Fowlie. 

PRODUCTION 
Production Manager .... ..... ............ .............. ... .. .......... ... ..... Frederick Levy 
Stage Manager .. ......... ... .... .. .... ................................ .. ........ Robert C. Lee 
Properties .. ......... .................... ... .. .. .. ........................ .. .... .. ..... Alex Wolfson 
Publicity ..... .. ..................... ..................................................... .. Pauline Lee 
House Manager ............... .. ......................................... Geoffrey Lafayette 

American Dishes and Continental Specialties 

CUISINE AU VIN 
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N.Y. Post, Gotham Guide 

LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5 :3(} to 1{) 

232 East 58th Street, New York City ~ 193 Commercial Street 
Provincetown, Tel 1243-W 



ART PROVINCETOWN 
ASSOCIATION 

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 -· Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3 

Palm Beach and Provincetown 

handwoven fabrics 
79 Commercial Street 

THE COMPANY FOR 1956 
VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and 

Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940. 
CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and 

Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940. 
EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN: 

Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets' 
Theatre, Cambridge since 19f13. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946. 

FRED LEVY: 
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award 
Amherst '55. Leading roles seasons of '54, '55. In charge of Production, '55 season and '56. 

ROBERT BEATEY: . 
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green '55, N. Y. production "Aria da Capo" 
'56, Poets' Theatre '55, '56. In charge of Box Office, '56 season. 

JACKSON BARRY: 
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood 'I1heatre 
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill 
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production. · 

SARAH BRA VEMAN: 
Began the.atre career llit The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, la;ter, visiting actress a t 
Brandeis University theatre, ·W1th Poets' Theatre Cambridge company since 1952. 
In charge of Properties for the season. 

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP-250 Commercial Street 

THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP 

THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP-317 Commercial Street 

Provincetown's Finest 

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT 

and SEA HORSE INN 
(Next to the Playhouse) 

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast 

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant 
BREAKFAST- LUNCHEON- DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street 

Shirts Etcetera 
222 Commercial Street 

Provincetown 1289 
TOBEY ORIGINALS--- - -- AND SO FORTH 

ANNE HOWARD: 
Actress with Berkeley Repel'tory and Good Hope company, CaHfornia, St. John Players, 
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley. 
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department. 

GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE: 
Has played in over -twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of 
Poets' Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season. 

ROBERT C. LEE: 
Ac·ted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut. studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and 
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season. 

ALEX WOLi'SON: 
Theatre deg!'ee from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse, 
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of '55, Poets' Theatre, Cam-
bridge, '54 and '56. With production department this season. 

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studli.ed at Pasadena Playhouse, Gape Playhouse. Acted with Poets' 
Theatre Company, '55, '56: Assistant in costume department. 

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and dli.rector '54 to '56. Poets' 
Theatre Company '55, '56. Production staff. 

WENDY REEVES: Groton Players, N.Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied wi·th Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity. 

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter 
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties. 

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two yellirs. Box office assistant, 
production staff. 

. .. AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage) 

The Candle Shop 
Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of 

Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies 

FLY 
Provincetown· Boston Airline, Inc. 

FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS 
Provincetown 240 East Boston 7-6090 



RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool 
on the outdoor Dining Terrace 

DON HARV·IE AT THE PIANO IN THE CR!EWS NEST 

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street ReservatioDS call: Provincetown 1088 

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956 
June 30 - September 3 

THE GREAT DIVIDE 
William Vaughn Moody .................... June 3.0 --July 7 

THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9 -14 
THE LADY FROM THE SEA 

Henrik Ibsen ............................................ July .16 - 21 
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O'Neill ............ July 23-28 
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 3{)- Aug 4 
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ......... ... Aug. 6 - 11 
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .... .. Aug. 13-18 
ORPHEUS, 

Jean Cocteau's Modern Comedy ............ Aug. 20- 25 
AH, WILDERNESS, Eugene O'Neill .... Aug. 27- Sept. 3 

. (Actors' Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and 
Labor Day, September 3rd) 

S'd OOH4 pk.d R~ d)~ 
33 B~ d t.L 95:Z-'k/ 

Classical French Cuisine for Epicures 
DINNER 6:00- 10:30 P.M. LATE SNACK 12- 2:30 

IT'S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT 

Provincetown--opposite the theatre Wellfleet--opposite the pier 

Shops harboring a multitude of gif.t ideas from many foreign countries 

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE 

l 

l 



l 

The Provincetown Playhouse 
On the Last of the Old Whaling Wharves 

1956 SEASON 

"AH, WILDERNESS" 
By EUGENE O'NEILL 

August 27 • September 3 
Performances Evenings at 8 :3'0 

SPECIAL ACTORS' BENEFIT PERFORMANCES 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 and LABOR DAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 3 

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W 
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford 

-- ---~~~-~-



F OR FINEST FOOD 
Duncan Hines recommends 

for the gathering place of your friends 

THE EVERBREEZE 
overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor 

429 Commercial Street 

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and Dil"''"NER 
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9 :30 

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE 
ON THE WHARF 

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first 
to recognize the genius of Eugene O'Neill, acknowledged as the leading 
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large 
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse's wharf where that company 
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own 
works in their own way, performed O'Neill's first play, "Bound East 
For Cardiff" in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again 
be played here this season-in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his 
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many 
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of 
O'Neill in the Playhouse-on~the-wharf. 

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown 
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of 
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as 
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are, 
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield, 
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence. 

Beauty Individually Yours 

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE 
285 Commercial Street 

iProvinc1town 
Prov. 511 

~red 
HAIR STYLIST 

459 High Street 
West Medford Square 

Medford 
MYstic 8-3240 

I) 
I 

ANNETTE BERGSON diJb 
(In The Flower Shop around the corner) ~-

248 Commercial Street ~ 

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission 

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the 
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in 
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a 
minor role the next. 

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is 
necessary for actors to take tec,hnical and production duties, exercising 
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition. 
Opportunity .is given to those in the company who wish to develop as 
directors and designers. 

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open 
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O'Neill 
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs 
and letters of his time on special exhibit. 

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial 
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest. 

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of 
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and 
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and 
props part of each day. 

PALA BATIK 
original Batik fabrics 
389 Commercial St. 

A wee bit different! 

INDIA 

BALI 

TURKEY 

JAPAN 

JAVA 

AFRICA 

PERSIA 

SIAM 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER 
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill 



BEFORE THE SHOW 
AFTER THE SHOW -- - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers' hangout 

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP 
246 Commerdal Street Port-Hole · Building 

Studio Shop 
- Open Year 'Round -

COMPLETE LINE OF 

ARTISTS' SUPPLIES 
441 COMMERCIAL STREET 

EAST END 

''AH, WILDERNESS'' 
Lighting by Robert C. Lee 
Costumes by Anne Howard 

Set Design by Virginia Thoms by Eugene O'Neill 
Directed by Virginia Thoms 

CAST 

NAT MILLER ooooooooooo o ooo o oo o ooo o .. .. oooooo o oo .. ooooo o oo o oo .. oo o oooooooo Edward Thommen 
ESSIE MILLER oo o oo o oo oo ooo o oo o oo o ooooo o oooooooooo o ooooooooooooooo Catharine Huntington 
ARTHUR 0000000 ooooooooooooo oo oo o oo o o o o o ooooooooooo oo oo o o o o o oooo o o o ooooooooo Geoffrey Lafayette 
RICHARD 0 o o o 00 0 00 oo 0 0 oo 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 00 0000 0 0 0000 000 00 0 0 0 0 00 0 000 0000 000 0 00 00 0 000 0 0 ooooo 0 0 0 Jackson Barry 
MILDRED 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 oo 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0000 0 0 00 0 000 00 oo 00 00 0 0 Ooo oo o 000 0 0000 000 00 00 0 0 Heidi Zimmerli 
SID DAVIS oOOOooOOo o ooooooooo o oo o oooo oo oooooooooooo .o o o o o o o o oooo o o o oooooo o ooooo o ooooo Robert C. Lee 
LILY MILLER o o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o o o o o 0 0 00 o o oo 0 o o o oo 0 00 o 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 Anne Howard 
DAVID McCOMBE'R ooo o o o o oo ooooooooooooooo •• o. oo•o· · ··ooo•·o····oooo••oooooo Alex Wolfson 
MURIEL McCOMBER oo oo o o oo····ooooooo•••o ooo o oooooooo···· •oo••o·o·o·•oooo• Judith Steffan 
WINT SELBY ... o • • o 00 oo oo • • o· . 0 o • • oooo o•· o• .0 o•o• ····o· ···· o· oo . o•o ••••• • •• o • o· 0 John Bumstead 
BELLE . .. oo•oo••o• o •oooo • o • oo····ooo o·· · ·o·• · oo•• •o •o • •o·o · ··· · · ·•ooo······o·· o·oooo• Virginia Thoms 
NORA ooooo o oo oo oooo•o • o • oo••• o o o ooooo•o···· ·o · ····o••o o•····o•o···oo········•ooo.oo Beatrice Paipe·rt 
BARTENDER .o. •o • o •• o•o· ······· • o o··········o····· ·o··o······ ···o····· o· o •oooooo· Jay Shuchter 
SALESMAN 0 • • • o•o· o• o 00 00 00 0 . oo o•• · ·o ··· ···o·· ···· ·o 00. 0 00 0 ••••• • • 00 •• 0 oo•o · • • o 0 Frederick Levy 

Tops in casual clothes and footwear 
for the ladies-

JANTZEN 
WHITE STAG 
SHIP 'N' SHORE 
KEDETTES 

for the men-
MacGREGOR 
VAN HEUSEN 
JANTZEN 
KEDS 

M~ 
opp. Town Ha.ll 

a year round store -- no charge for the label 

ACT I 
Scene 1. Sitting room of the Miller home in a large small-town in New 

England. Early morning, July 4, 190·6. 
Scene 2. The same. That evening. 

Scene 1. 
Scene 2. 
Scene 3. 

Scene 1. 
Scene 2. 

ACT II 
Back room of a bar. 1<0 o'clock that night. 
The Miller sitting room. Later the same night. 
The same. 1 o'clock the following afternoon. 

ACT III 
A strip of beach. 9• o'clock that night. 
Miller sitting room. 1·0 o'clock the same night. 

PRODUCTION 
Production Manager ..... . oo•o· · ···•ooo••o•oo•oo·o•••oo. ooo•oooo .............. Frederick Levy 
Stage Manager . 0 0 ••••••••••• • ••• • •• 0 •• 0 •• 00.0. 0 • • o• 0 0. 0 0 0 00 •• • ••• 0 •• •• 0 . ••• • • • • • •• Alex Wolfson 
Properties o o o o oooo• o o•o•o•o • ••o•o········o• o•o••oo•o·· Beatrice Paipert, John Bumstead 
Publicity oooo•oo ·• •ooooo•·········o•o·• •ooooo•o•o••o•oooo o oooo•••oooooo o ooo o •o····o o. o o oo··· Pauline Lee 
House Manager .. ....... .. o• •• 0 •• • 0 •• 0. 0 00 0 0 • ••• 0 •• 0 0 •• •• 0 o• •• 0. 0 .... . .. . Geoffrey Lafayette 

American Dishes and Continental Specialties 

CUISINE AU VIN 
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N.Y. Post, Gotham Guide 

LUNCH 12 to 2 
232 East 58th Street, New York City 

DINNER 5 :30· to 10 
193 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Tel 1243-W 



ART PROVINCETOWN 
ASSOCIATION 

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 -. Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3 

Palm Beach and Provincetown 

handwoven fabrics 
79 Commercial Street 

THE COMPANY FOR 1956 
VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and 

Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940. 
CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and 

Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940. 
EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN: 

Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets' 
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting :and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well ·as this country since 1946. 

FRED LEVY: 
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award 
Amherst '55. Leading roles seasons of '54, '55. In charge of Production, '55 season and '56. 

ROBERT BEATEY: 
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green '55, N. Y. production "Aria da Capo" 
'56, Poets' The[l}tre '55, '56. In charge of Box Office, '56 season. 

JACKSON BARRY: 
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre 
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, ·acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill 
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production. 

SARAH BRAVEMAN: 
Began theatre career !lit The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, l'<l!ter, visiting actress at 
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets' Theatre Cambridge company since 1952. 
In charge of Properties for the season. 

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP-250 Commercial Street 

THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP 

THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP-317 Commercial Street 

Provincetown's Finest 

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT 

and SEA HORSE INN 
(Next to the Playhouse) 

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast 

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant 
BREAKFAST- LUNCHEON- DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street 

Shirts Etcetera 
222 Commercial Street 

Provincetown 1289 
TOBEY ORIGINALS--- ---AND SO FORTH 

ANNE HOWARD: 
Actress with Berkeley Repel'tory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players, 
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley. 
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department. 

GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE: 
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of 
Poets' Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season. 

ROBERT C. LEE: 
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut. studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and 
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season. 

ALEX WOLFSON: 
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse, 
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of '55, Poets' Theatre, Cam-
bridge, '54 and '56. With production department this season. 

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets' 
Theatre Company, '55, '56. Assistant in costume department. 

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director '54 to '56. Poets' 
Theatre Company '55, '56. Production staff. 

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity. 

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter 
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties. 

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistaDt, 
production staff . 

. . . AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage) 

The Candle Shop 
Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a comer cupboard of 

Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies 

FLY 
Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inc. 

FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS 
Provincetown 240 East Boston 7-6090 



RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

Pick 'Your Lobster swimming in our giant pool 
on the outdoor Dining Terrace 

DON HARV'lE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST 

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088 

The following plays have been presented this season from June 30 to 
date. "The Great Divide" by William Vaughn Moody, "The Gentle 
People" by Irwin Shaw, "The Lad~ From The Sea" by Henrik Ibsen, 
"S. S. Glencairn" by Eugene O'Neill, "The Chalk Garden" by Enid 
Bagnold, "Orpheus" by Jean Cocteau in a new translation by George 
Montgomery and "Ah, Wilderness" by Eugene O'Neill. 

The Management and Company wish to thank their many friends in 
Provincetown f.or their generosity in lending furniture, ornaments and 
costumes for the stage this summer. Among those who have responded 
most frequently are Bart Wirtz, Clark's Flower Shop, The Coast Guard, 
Julie Tarabelli, Romanos Rizk, Gape Cod County Hospital, Dr. and 
Mrs. Hiebert, Duncan Sandal Shop, The Orleans Arena Theatre, James 
Spillman, Peter Hunt Shop, Mr. and Mrs. Fairbanks, Mrs. Ross Moffett, 
Juanita Cook, Mrs. Elmer Greensfelder, Town Grier Shop, Corner Gift 
Shop, Circular Cellar, The Collectors' Shop, Mrs. Norman Cook, Helen 
Bishop, Priscilla Gift Shop, Colonial Can<l!le Shop, Lands End Marine, 
the Gift Box, Patrick's News, Minerva Perry and The Town House. 
Thanks are also due to the merchants of the town, the Selectmen and 
Town Officials, especially Darrow Adams, the Chamber of Commerce, 
the Police Force, the managers of the Sea Horse Inn, the Provincetown 
Inn, the Red Inn and the Gifford House as well as many proprietors of 
Guest houses and Restaurants for their cooperation and interest. 
Especial thanKs- are give!l to the Town Crier, Art Snader; to Gustav 
Aust and to Harry Kemp fo:r his encouragement; to the Provincetown 
Advocate; to Neil Nickerson and the Standard Times; to Joan Sparrow 
and the Cape Codder and to the New Beacon. 

g'd IJOMd. pla;i R~ dJ.~ 
33 B~~a~ d. t.l.. 95.2- 'kl 

Classical French Cuisine for Epicures 
DINNER 6:00- 10:30 P.M. LATE SNACK 12- 2:30 

IT'S .A.LW A YS CHRISTMAS AT 

Provincetown--opposite the theatre Wellfleet---opposite the pier 

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries 

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS 

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE 
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Capacity Audience Sees 
First Playhouse On The 
Wharf Production 

NEW BEACON 

station, miles away; three drunken premiere, seems a museum piece . In 
"bad men" break into the cabin. She ·.the beginning, it is easy to sympathize 
begs one of the men, Stephen Ghent, with Ruth's reaction to havihf; been 
to protect her from the others, and ''bought like a squaw"; but when 
promises him "anything", if he wiU do Stephen Ghent turns out to be a cour-
so. Stephen shoots one of his corn- ageous, kind, generous man-even to 

The Playhouse on the Wharf com- panions. and buys the other off with a helping her .family-Ruth's continued, 
pany opened the season last Saturday string of gold nuggets. He then holds railing is a little hard to take. Perhaps 1 
night with "The Great Divide" by Wil- Ruth ·to her promise, telling her tha.t the past fifty years, wi"th thTee wars, a 
liam Vaughn Moodry. A·capacity audi- he wiH take her away to his horne in depression and now the continuing 
ence ·was greeted in the traditional a canyon in the CordHleras where he threat of the H-bomb have toughened 
manner by Arthlll" Snader, Town has staked out a claim to a mine. The usall up ; an awful lot of women, as 
Crier, who spoke briefly on the history girl, protesting, is forced to accompany well as men, have been sold down an 
of the fiTst Httle theatre, ·which gave him; and to lewve a note for her broth- awfui lot of rivers. And at least we've 
performam:es on an old wharf then 1 er, which will deceive him into think- learned not to do much crying onr 
owned by Mary Heaton Vorse. ~e in- ~· ing she has left voluntarily. She and spilled milk, which is the luxury Ruth 
traduced Mrs. Vorse, who was m the Stephen are married that night; and· Jordan indulges in. 
audience, and also Harry Kemp, both go on to his canyon home. It is this {)hasm between the thinking 
of whom ·were members of the originalj In the six months which follow, of 1906 and that of 1956 which is per-
group. · · '1 Ruth's bitterness toward Stephen over haps the reason why many of the 

"The Great Divide" tells the story of having bought her "like a squaw" scenes and lines in the play, dramatic I 
a brother and sister, Philip and Ruth 1 mounts into hatred. He has luck with in intent, provoked ~ laughter on the 

1 Jordan, who ihlave come from a small! the mine, is now rich and has engaged opening night. We are closer to the 
Massachusetts town and an . atmos- , an ar.chitect who designs a !Javish house Elizabethans than to the Edwardians. 
ph~re of Edwardi~n ~ent~ty, · to ~ry l for Stephen and Ruth. Stephen's hopes And yet, that can't be the whole story 
tb:err luck at farmmg m Arizona, havmg that Ruth may return his love are -today, the early plays of Chekhov 
mv~ed. most of -their small family I finaill'Y d. estro.yed when her brother, his and: O'Neili, for instance, are as fresh 
CBiillta~ m ·the venture. As the play wife, who has retmned, and an old as today's news (Not to mention our 
begins, brother and sister are optimis·- famiLy friend, Winthop· Newbury, find friend, Shakespeare,) On the other 
tic about their chances of success, and out where she is, come to see her, and hand, those of Ibsen seem as dated as 
are happy in their new surroundings., she goes back to the family home with "The Great Divide"; maybe Ibsen and 
Only Philip's wife, :Polly, is bored with them. Philip's !farming ventuTe has Moody weren't as great as they were 
the willd and woolly West, and deter- failed and the family are in severe cracked up to be. In any event, Ruth I 
mined to return East for a visit. Ruth straits. Ruth gives birth to a son, but Jordan's thinking and• emotions seem 

1 

1 
is adama;nt when her sister-in-law sug- alien and co111fusing; it seems incredible is left alone in the cabin, while Philip 
gests that Stephen be sent for. How- that audiences of fifty years ag o took 

'<tkes his wife to ·the nearest rail'l'oad j' ever, Stephen-who had come East at it seriouSly. 
once after Ruth had left him-finally 
comes to the house; Ruth learns tha.t 
he has given financial assistance to 

• the .family and in the end, they are 
reconciled. 

Play 50 Years Old 
The play now, fifty years after its 

~============~~~===~ 



The company struggled valiantly I 
throughout, but here again there was ~ 

confusion; some seemed to be playing II 
it "straight", and others burlesquing. 1 
Also, while the women's costumes were ! 
charming, especially those worn by 
Wendy Reeves as Po1ly, those of the 

, men were grotesque; and their appear-
ance added hilarity to scenes which 
were supposed to be dramatic or 1 

touching. 
Anne Howard, new to the company, I 

who played the part of Ruth, is obvi-
ously a y-oung actress of talent and a l 
good deal of authority, in addition to . 
•being lovely looking; and she gave an 
excellent .per{ormanoe.. Wendy Reeves, 
also new this season, is also talentP-d 
and love1y; and her charming lightness 
of touch was welcome. The male mem-• 
bers of the cast, alas, did not match up 
to the distaff side in ~£lis play. Geoffrey 
Lafayette ·a.s Stephen, roared in· like a. 
lion and went out like a l<amb; he ' 
seemed to be unsure and too diffident, 
a1though we have a sneaking idea thf<,t 
in some other part he will emerge as a 
much better actor. Robert Lee as Phil-
ip Jordan moved woodenly through his 
role; and it seemed to us that ·Fred 
Levy was absurd1y mannered in h is 
<ilual roles of the architect anld the old 

\ doctor. Sarah Braveman, in a small I part as Mrs. Jordan, th~ mother, was I rerul1y -fine ; there is an actress of part-s . 

l As for the direction of Edward, 
Thommen, new to the company this 
year, who has a fine record of achieve-
ment elsewhere, we can only say tha.t 
we honestly ·can't understand what 
happened with "The Great Di·vide"-
whether ·he directed the play as i 
straight dra ma or as a burlesque of 1 

that drama. A new company, of course, II 
working for the first time under a -new' jl : 
director, can fal1 between two stool<s; 
we look forward to . ''The Gentle I 
People", the next production. At any 
rate. we'll be more -at home with Irwin / . 
Shaw than with William Vaughn 
Moody; and we suspect that the com- . 
pany also will be. 

We hasten to add-after regretfully 
making these churlish remarks-that 

I many people in the audience said they 
'i found the play "amusing" and enjoyed 

I it thoroughly. · ' I 
I H. B. 



·Provincetown 
Playhouse Set 
For Opening 

PROVINCETOWN, June 6-
"The Great Divide," a romance of 
the West, will open the Province' 
town Playhouse June 30, the lOth 
consecutive season under the 
management of Virginia Thoms 
and Catharine Huntington. · 

Miss Huntin\;(ton said the open-
ing production, a pre-O'Neill L _ 

! "smash hit,'' played in 1906 with t'-'---------------
Margare.t Anglin and Henry Mil- new to Prov·incetown, Fred Levy 
ler. Two O'Neill' productions are is to be here for his third sea-
listed for later in the season, the son, and Robert Beatey for his 
"Glencairn Cycle" and "Ah, second. 
Wilderness." The Town Crier· is expected 

The company for the Summer again to address the first night 
in Provincetown plans to arrive assembly, and members of the : 
June 15, when the new director. company not on stage will serve · 
Edward Thommen, will start the the iced tea punch from the · 
rehearsal period. The two man- familiar .great jar on the wharf 
agers ·arrive Saturday. While the at intermissions throughout the 
majority Of the C·Ompany Will be season. 

Pl~fJ~~A~~ire . 
For Rehearsals 

I 
/~/~~~·>v'-' '-'" -- I 9--c; (, I 

Professional players arrive at :~ 
the P~ovinset~wn ·' Pl~!.house on ,! 
Friday ' to befp.u;,t; ao '$chedule ·sat..: , 

' urd~y morning ' "'viith rehearsals !. 
for the opening on June 30 and 
the two plays · followi.,ng, "The . 
Great ; Divide," "The Gentle i 
People" and Ibsen's "The Lady 1 
From The Sea." For a .small com- I 
pany of fourteen, including the l 
director, there will be continuous[' 
acting .provided most of the men. . 
This season, although so many are i · 
new to Provincetown audiences, 
six have actually worked togeth-
er and with the new Playhouse 
director Edward Thommen, com-
ing as they have from the Poets' 
Theatre in Cambridge where .he 
h as directed for two Winters. , 

Sin~e last week final appro:ral .j 
has been given for the productwn ( 
of Enid Bagnold's play, "The ]· 
Chalk Garden," listed for P r ov - / 
incetown in early August . The \ 
author is Lady Roderick .Jones in · 
private life, her husband w as ): 
formerly the head of Reuters 1· 
News Agency. 'She is known as a \ 
successful n ovelist. "Serena Blan- 1 
dish" was a best seller before S . \ 
N. Behrm an made a br illiant play j 
of it, and "Nation al Velvet" be- I 
came a successful movie. \ 

:Meantime a new display win- I 
dow for the Playhouse will be 
made possible on Commercial ! 
Street in what was formerly Mrs. \ 
P feiffe r 's Art Supply Shop, now 
occupied for the Summer by co-
man~ger , Virginia Thoms. This 
w ill add to the opportunities to 
show th e P layhouse collect ion of 
photographs and interesting 
theatre souvenirs p ast and pres-\ 
en:. The theatre lobby will con- , 
tinue to be a place to visit, how- , 
ever, arran ged with special r e- , 
ference to each product ior: 1 

throughout the Summer. 
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Bardwell :. 
.To ·,Diie.ct-.:~.1._,.. ·At Monnrru"'' 

CHATHAM,: 
Bardwell( a 
Monomoy ·.'The~ter 
again be seep on · 
director and· on 
actor for· the 8th 
Mary B. Winslow' owne:r-n•roctucert 

' announced.' · .. ... 
~- Bardwell wm. direct "Tbe 

Four Poster'-' whichi-Will raise''•.the · 
~m :Miss . Win'slow's 12ffth \ 

prcXltlctilon be · sho~ : June ,27 
the 'Monomoy. com-.--· · .. .: r.·'· .... 

. . " .. r .. :l't1 -:- . ..:.t ,.... x; ·:i. 1 • ••• • • 

l"C4alk'. Garaen." \- :'. 
A"gi·~ru. o~~~1:irf;l.~ 

¥ ~ II• I ""* 'w ' !.~~ . • ~ fi ,· • .·- ·-.. , ......... 
The Provincetown .· . Playhouse,'\ 

'On._Tlie.:.Wha~ will "conlinue iii 
repertory style next week with a 1 
repe,at perfqrm,ap"e I?!; ~g.·~f3~g~ 1 
nold's "The Chalk· Garden" .'fo1_. 
lowing the' saturday ilight •ciosing . 
of "The Gentie People'.' ·~ Ir~n . i 
Shaw. "The Chalk Garden" will ·1 
nfu' ~· fot ·ffi.e• seeo~d · weekV trtm· 
Monday, August. ·13. thrdugh Sat:.. ' 

·' ,urday, · August. lB. . . ·_. .~ > .>· . \ 
, · m1e 1¥-Yi.evv~r' 'for iThe"Advocaie: ;, saiil ,of {if~'" revious '.p~rlonnail~ ·. 

of ~~·.- B·a~o1d.;s •· 'mtense .~ ~A 
sometim~· ,l;ltunorous ~rtw;.f·~~~ 
'9~~ryer f~untl _~~ P.la;r:~s!.." its 
.-pre§_entatio.Q; excell,en:t entertam.: 

, . m~t:" : · 4:-''.t:c::aitaci tY:, \all.QJ.irp£~:-t' ~-
1each' per.foriiuu1c'e·;~o~~4..;:} 
''rilo8t · ierierohS>:~opse~ .... r ~"' · ., 
·-~.r • • .. - 'h._ ... ' . '":-: ·• : .. ;(J. .. . . Continumg . 1n her. ,tltst . JUajl?r 

1 .ro~e ?L , ;-~_; . ·. s,e~s_o~1 C~~ti~:in~· i 
l . l;Illll,fu;lgt~p, ._;~o--ma~agf!r of !!1~ _: 
~~- :. ~ . "' · ··runo ~ 

. . . 'sf{eiil&i·~t lYei.-.1 iit'airci' qghteY ~ u:• ,,,;,, 
. reL~s 'be,i:rig "like ·ll piece. p:fi)Or~, 
:- celain, ""cracked l-in 'soll\_e l :irii\"l<~, · j 
: bus •way for the- b~tt~r.'~,. ·Judith 

Steffan plays L~urel . . · ." ', 
:., .• · Vi.Jrginia · Thotps, ~'~'~9~ · #le. ;fib .:. 
. 'server found to · be'."indescribably 

convincing" ' as ·· Miss, -M;u:lii~I; · 
will reeriter!.. this : rbie''ne:it' ~\tre~~~ 
Robe; t .Beatey, currently playl.ng 
Eii in "The ·Gentle People", will 

• ·play .. :Maitland :.fbe ' i>htler· 'i)l ::·~rli.e , .. . r 
Chalk Garden". · · i 

Robert J,.ee, best remembered 
for his -portrayal of Arnholm ; in'. 
"The ·Lady from· the. Sea," .'wjll' 
again .iii:rpear .a~ the 'iudge:· .. ~ot}:i 
Arine Howard as Olivi'a_,.'and ·. B,ea-
trice 'Paip~~t · a~' 'th\; . :~Eicon~' ~~i>~.H...: 
cant wilt "be repeatirig their 'pre-' 
vious performanceS: • ·whil,e :~ W:eii'Ay 
Reiive8 . will' be 'new" i.:iV her Part as the thir<l applicant: ~"~ .. 1-)· _;;., 
· Edward :Thonunen,·~diret::tb.l' :- t OJi 
most. of ·the · prod_u(.!W>~s ,this :S~a.: · 
son and on stage as . Driscoll 1· jn 
~ge~; ~· ?'Ne~r!i .i;;~. ,s.\ .~l~_n:-_.~~ 
ca1rn, . Will . airec.t : "T'ne ~ ~~ ·~· G d . " ·- . .·.t-,.1-J.-.,~-. ·,. -~'· 

·: ar ~~.~;._ ·-""~ 1- · ~j::f· ·: ;·::; .. , flfg.], :' 
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Director Arrives 
At Provincetown 

Cape-tip Playhouse 
Rehearsals to Start 

ington College. one of the first 
male students to be admitted to 
Bennington for this special train-
in~'( in theater. He later became · 
a member of the faculty of the 
college. 

Mr. Thommen spent fi ve years 1 in England and F rance durin g 
World War II . During his serv-
ice, he spent hi s free time organ- . 
izing shows fo r the soldiers, and, : 
in addition, led a jazz band as ; 
one of his a~ivities. Returning . 
to this country, he became di- ; 
rector of a community theater ' 
and a Summer theater on both · 
sides of the border near Niagara 
Falls. 

He toured with S.arah Church- · 
ill in a series of concert perform-
ances and was for a time in Eng-
land and Ireland directing a num-
ber of movies, continuing in this 
field again in this country with 
Rockwell Films in Cambridge two . 
years ago. 

Last Summer he directed at the 
Welles 1 e y Theater-on-the-Green 
and was touring director with 
Sarah Churchill in "No Time for 
Comedy." Hi s direction of the : 
Poets' producti on of "Finnegan 's 
Wake" last December. resulted 
in an engagement in New York ~ 
at the Poetry Center and he has : 
been asked to be di rector in resi- ,_1 ------- ------
dence wi th the Cam bridge Poets' I 
Theater nex t Winter. People ," and Ibsen's "The Lady 

The opening production this From the 8-ea." 
. year at Provincetown, .June 30, Mr. Thommen has made sev-

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN will be Moody's "The Great Di- era! visits to Provincetown during 
r vide," a famous hi t of 50 years the last two Summers. and some . 

PROVINCETOWN, Ju ne 15 - !ago, and will be di r ected by Mr. of the Playhou~e actors have 1 

Edv,.ard Dodge Th omm en. who 1Thom me n._ as will_ the fol lowing lworked with him in Winter sea- '

1

. 
will direct all but two oi t he plays, Jrwm Shaw s ' 'The Gentle sons. · 
coming season's p lays a t the 
Provincetown Playhouse. has been 
the director of the Poets' Theater 
in Cambridge for the last two 
years. 

Mr. Thommen, whose home is l 
near Boston. already is in Prov-
incetown. awaiting the opening 
of the season, .expected to start 
with rehearsals over this week-
end. He began his apprentice-
ship for a theater career with the 
Peterborough Playhouse . under 
Edith Bond Stearn s. 

Later, Mr. Thommen studi ed 
acting with Maria Ouspenskaya 
of the famous Moscow Art Com-
pany. He also studied directing 
with Francis Fergusson at Benn-



NEW BEA CON 

\Playhouse Company Now 
On Full Pre~opening 
Work Schedule 

The Playhouse on th e Wharf com -
pany are now working good old thea-

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, 1956 

Manager , and will accept application3 
for ushers for ·th-e season. His back-
ground includes experience in more 
than twenty ·TV shows, and in filing 
for Hollywood Studio Eight. Mr. 
Lafayette is cast as Ghent in "The 
Great Divide", the western romance i i~ 

which his part is not unlike that of a 
tre hours, from ten in the morning TV western hero. 
until eleven a t night, in preparation, Others who will be seen h ere for the 

first time on opening night include. for the season's "first night" on Satu:·-
day, J:une 30th. Anne Howard, W-endy Reeves, Sarah 

¥red Levy, who has retw·ned for his Braveman, Rober·t Lee and Alex Wolf-
third summer here, has been named son. Also Robert Beatey who appeared 
Production Manager ; Robel't Beatey is in the O'Neill play "Beyond the Hori-
agam m the box office With Heidi Zim- ~ zon" and in "The Cherry Orchard" two 
merli, of Haverford, P a., as assistan t. , years ago. 
Sarah Braveman will be in char ge of . 
the property department wi th Alex. The Playhouse ac-tors are recreatmg 

I Wolfson as assistant : a nd both are I ro les first played JUS t fifty years ago 
. wh en "The Great Divide" opened in 

I 
prepared to start out borr owmg furn- . 
t ure a nd ornaments from Playhouse I New York for a long term success U1 

. 1906. The drama was one of th e tint-friends, to be used m the summer pro-
ductions. hits written by a playwright which 

used t he background of southern Ari-Anne Howard, whose th ea-tre career 
· C l'f . . t d. zona . long before dude ranches came began m a 1 orma, IS cos ume 1rec- · 
d .11 1 1 . t t ln to vogue , and when the ghost towns tor, an WI p ay sever a 1mpor an 

1
. 

I th h t th of today, were alive and full of adven-sta.ge ro es roug ou . e season. 
']1 d . f r l ture. Jackson Barry WI es1gn or many o 

these, beginning with "T he Grea~ j· 
Divide" which will open on J uly 30th. 
Robert C. Lee, whose ac ting experience I 
has included study and a season as I 
assistant to Cor win R ife, well kn 0\'':1( 
elecorical designer, \\·ill be in cha rge cf 
lighting. 

Geoffrey La fa yet te will be House 
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PLAYHOUSE ON THE WHARF CONTINUES 
TRA'DITION OF EARLY THEATRE HERE 

· by Helen Bishop I tradition was then picked up and car-
Last Monday night, when the Play- ried on the following summer of 1940 by 

house on the Wharf preserilted Eugene the company now known as the Prov-
O'Neill's "S. S. Glencairn", the com- incetown Playhouse company. Heinrich : 
pany was following -a custom estab- Pfeiffer, the artist, had built a small 
lished in their first season here in 1940 theatre for an Art Cine ma, out of an 
-that of presenting at least one O'Neill old ship's chandler shop, on the last of 
play each year. This is done, not only the old whaling wharves at the .foot of 
because his plays are among the the little lane known as Gosnold 
classics of the American theatre, but Street. He realized there would be no 
also because it was here in Province- theatre in Provincetown in the summer 
town that the early Provincetown Play- of 1940, for the first time since the 
ers first produced O'Neill's three one great days of the first Provincetown 
act sea plays, now grouped under the Players 26 years before . Mr. Pfeiffer · 
title "S. S . Glencairn." had heard of the Repertory Company 

O'Neill was a member of that group, in Boston, which produced plays by 
which formed in 1915, to produce new O'Neill and Susan Glaspell at the Joy 
plays by new writers. The present Street Theatre. This company lived : 
Playhouse on the Wharf company is a 
link with that early group, in that i t 
also produces many unpublished plays 
not previously seen elsewhere. 

It was O'Neill who proposed the sub-
title "The Playwrights' Theatre" to the 

in a communal house in Boston, and 
followed the plan which Jasper Deeter 
had developed in his famous Hedger_ow : 
Theatre in Philadelphia. Mr. Pfeiffer : 
got in touch with the managers, Miss ' 
Catharine Huntington and Miss Vir-.' 

name Provincetown Players. The bril- gmia Thoms (now Mrs. .Clarence 
liant contribution to the American LePeer) and suggested that they bring, 
theatre, made by the Players, is history their company to his theatre on the 
by now. wharf. They agreed; they called the 

One of the most fascinating chapters theatre the Playhouse on the Wharf 
in Mary Heaton Vorse's wonderful and that first season opened with the : 
book, "Time and the Town" tells the production of Saroyan's play "My 
story of the group's beginning. After Heart's in the Highlands." 
they disbanded, there was no theatre The following summer of 1941, the , 
here until Mary BickneH organized a Playhouse on the Wharf was also ac- 1 
group in 1923. Another theatre, Frank tive; but during the next four sum- · 
Shay's Barn, came into being in 1924 ; mers, due to the war, the company was 
it was here that the O'Neill "Glen- disbanded. In 1946, the Playhouse re-
cairn" cycle was given as a unit for the opened; that summer the company 
first time. Here, too, Raymond Moore, produced Susan Glaspell's Pulitzer 
who later built up the now famous. J prize winning .play "Allison's House" 
theat~e at Dennis, served his appren-J and the author, who was in the audi-
ticeshlp. ence on opening night, received an ova-

Of ·Mrs. Bicknell's Wharf Theatre, I tion. In response, she stood up and 
bui1t on the remnants of an old wharf I said of the company "They have 
in the West End, Mary Heaton Vorse brought the theatre to Provincetown." 
says: "For fifteen years, the little thea-j Every summer since, the Playhouse 
tre that Mary BICknell had built with on the Wharf has continued its season, 
so much courage and so much hope which opens either on June 30th or 
was a feature of Provincetown." But July 1st. Miss Huntington and Miss 
in a great gale in the winter of 1939-40, Thoms are still co-managers, with the 
the little theatre met its end, when the former in charge of public relations, 
old wharf collapsed, and the theatre and the latter !business manager . . Both , 
fell into the sea . 

The Provincetown summer 
1 also act in certain productions and 

theatre j assist in directing; Miss Thoms also 
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Entrance to !Playhouse On-The-Wharf 

does some designing. This summer, 
Erward Dodge Thommen, resident 
director with the Poets: Theatre, Cam-
bridge, since 1953, is director. He 
taught a-cting and directed the Drama 
Department at Bennington College; in 
his career in the theatre he has been 
an actor, dii\ector of stage plays, films 
and television in England, as well as in 
this country since 1946. 

opening night, with th e company act-
ing in one play, rehearsing the next to 
be produced, and studying a third, re-
hearsa ls are held at the theatre in the 
morning from 10 to 12, and in the af- r ... .... 
ternoon from 2 to 5. I 

, Each year the acting company in-
' 

The little theatre, which seats 168.

1 
has only two dressing rooms, one for 
men and one for women. The wharf 
space, a delightful place for audiences I 
to gather between the acts, is also very 
essential to the work of the company. I 11 eludes about 12-six men, fo.ur women 

and the two women managers, all of Here sets are built and painted; Miss 

I 
whom are professionals, with the ex- Huntington recalls that in the earlY\ 

' ception of two actresses who are ad- days the harbor water came right up\ 
vanced scholarship apprentices. This under the wharf at high tide, but to-
summer there are seven men, Fred day, sand has piled up. Costumes are 
Levy, Robert Beatey, Jackson Barry, made in a workroom in the theatre. By I 
Geoffrey Lafayette, Robert C. Lee, now, the company has accumulated a 
Alex Wolfson and J.D. Shuchter. The huge wardrobe, many of the costumes 
actresses are Anne Howard, Sarah having been given as gifts; they also 
Braveman, Wendy Reeves, Joanna have a large collection of "props". All 
Hutchins, Heidi Zimmerli and, of these are kept in the theatre attic dur-
course, Miss Huntington and Miss I 
Thoms. In true repertory theatre tra-1 -----------------
dition, there is no set pattern in cast-
ing leads; the actoi and actress who 
pl!iy the leads in one production, may 
have small roles in another. They 
also have a variety of experience which 
includes work in the Property Depa.r t-
ment, Lighting, Costume Department, 
Bets, House Management, Publicity ! 
and Box Office. Each head of a de- -~ 
partment has an assistant, who takes 
over most cif the work when the depart.-, 
ment head has a heavy role in a pro-
duction. 1 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1956 
I 

ing the winter. Many people in Prov-
incetown, year round and summer resi-
dents, often loan costumes, pieces of 
furniture and a ccessories, for use in 
the different productions. 

Among the well known writers whose 
plays have been first produced at the 
Playhouse are . Conrad Aiken, Denis · 
Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward 
Caulfield, Laurence Eyre and Reginald 
Lawrence. Many young actors and 
actresses, who have played here, h ave 
gone on to success, including Gena 
Rowland, who was seen last winter in 
New York, with Edward G . Robinson 
in "The Midd•le of the Night"; Gaby 
Rogers, who has had many television 
roles; and Carol Wheeler, who played 
in the Broadway production of "Life 
With Father". Also Peter Donat, who 
has appeared on Broadway in many 
television .parts and a t the Stra tford 
Theatre festiva l in Connecticut; John 
Reece, who played with Julie Harris 
in "The Lark"; Sorrel Booke, who ap-
peared with Orson Wells in "King 
Lear" and who played in "Henry Yth" 
during the Cambridge Festival at 
Sanders Theatre. He also appeared at 
the Playhouse in a production of "As 
You Like It." John Seig, who was a 
member of the company one summer, 
is now Technical Director of the Poetry 
Centre Theatre in New York. 

In the next few weeks, following the 
production of "S. S. Glencairn", the 
company will produce "The Chalk: 
Garden", the Broadway success of last 

1 season by Enid Bagnold; Jane Bowles' 
: delightfut play "In the Summer 
' House" and O 'Neill's great comedy 
"Ah, Wilderness." Another play is still 
to be announced. The season will come 
to a close with the annual Actors' 
Benefit on Sunday, September 2 and 
on Labor Day, September 3. 

Subscribe to The NEW BEACON 

I Duri·n·g the winter Miss Huntington , 
who has been associated with th?. 
Poets' Theatre in Cambridge since 
1951, Miss Thoms and the director read 
scripts and plays in preparation for th e 
summer season. They then decide 
what plays will be produced. Durin~ 

the Easter holidays, all three hold in-
terviews in New York with actors anc 
actresses; those who seem most prom -
ising are called back later, and in Ma y 

I contracts for the season are s igned 
, I Miss Huntington and Miss Th?m 

come to !Provincetown about June 1(' 
and on June 15 the company and d: 
rector assemble. The first four play 
of the season are cast, and the n e' 
two weeks, until opening night, are I period of intensive rehearsal. Aft• 



"The ~e'\_t ~ivide" 
Th~ audience ~! thl opening pro-

duction at the ptovincetown Play-
house was welcomed by the town 
crier who spoke. briefly before the 
curtain. The play, "Th5 Great Di-
vide" by William \!awghn Moody, 
was chosen. as an example of Amer-
ican Theatre just preceding Eugene 
O'Neill. It was also an example of the 
Q.~;bj~d-thecproscenium .. iealism . which 
flourished before . . the advent of the 
cinema. By consequence, there were 
naked moments . when theatre-goers 
giggled with slight embarrassment; 
there was also planned humor, when 
laughter was uninhibited . 

.The plot ' concerned . Ruth Jordan, 
a New England girl in Arizona, who, 
when besieged by three rough drunks, 
promised herself to Stephen Ghent, 
the best of them. Stephen's develop-
·ment thereafter in their home in 
the west and later visiting in Massa-
chusetts was .a · slow but steady sort 
of renaissance. In contrast Ruth was 
vacillating. She . wanted to love life 
but ·fought acceptance of a situation 
which disagreed with her back-
ground. This division yielded a high 
quotient for spectators. 

As Ruth and Stephen, Anne Ho-
ward and Geoffrey Lafayette were 
outstanding in long and difficult 
roles. The high-collared Robert Beat-
ey and Robert Lee, and especially 
t h e charmingly-gowned W e n d y 
Reeves gave good support in second-
ary parts. Of the others Sarah Brave-
man and Fred Levy were notable. 
Special plaudits go to director Ed-
ward Thommen. However, it is hoped 
that the company will improve in its 
projection to the audience, and in its 

. sense of motivation - for although 
the pace they pushed was vital , so are 
pauses. 

I was distracted by details such as 
some a rti fic ial flowers spoken of a~ 
real , shadows on the sky drop, wab-
bly rocks, and a shaky mantlepiece. 
Couldn't these be obviated by a 
crew that can convincingly fake a 
weaving loom and achieve such gen-
erally admirable over-all appearances 
in three d ifferent sets? Or should the 
budget be reconsidered? I 

.Joan Sparow 
e e G 



.. . . 
"The Gd,lll - People" 

I 

The Provin~· tow Playhouse pro-
vides superb s tm r fare this week 
with a well . Ian ' d production of 
.The Gentle eopl ' directed by Ed-
ward Thomm n. The story may seem 
stereotype to -some, but I found it 
enthralling. The play is written in 
three acts with eleven scenes Ill-
eluding five different sets! The com-
pany succeeds commendably ':"'ell 
with this huge assignment and gtves 
the audience suitable sounds and 
sights and props and costumes to 
enhance the good acting. But the 
dearly delineated characters are the 
play's unquestionable quintessence. 

Fred Levy is aware of this as he 
presents an excellent portrayal of the 
gentle Jonah Goodman; if space per-
mitted I would extoll the special tal-
ents of this actor, but he leads a long 
list df players and ali deserve men-
tion. A close second, Alex Wolfson 
ably characterizes the Greek, Ana-
gnos. Anne Howard, Robert Beatey, 

1 and Geoffrey Lafayette are the points 
of a love triangle; each makes an in-
dividual contribution to ;his drama. 
Joanna Hutchins drew audience ap-
plause for her interpretation of Flor-
ence Goodman, but I felt she touches 
only part of the many qualities in a 
rather small, but very difficult role 
and that she plays as a monologuist 
rather than as an intergrated part of 

, the play. Sarah Braveman is an 

1 . f . l . 
. [ -

r 

a~msing An gelina and although Ju-
dith Steffan is on stage for only a 

, few seconds she m:1kes a vivid im-
: pression. Robert Lee . successful.ly. 
handles two different types of parts 
and Jack Barry, Jay Shucter, and 
Edward Dodge do well with small 
p;:~rts. 

JOAN SPARROW 

"The/Lt:y From ' 
J JThe Sea" 

An excursion boat whistle, a cool 
veranda, an a ist at his easel, ·a 
flowered trellis,- a fish pond, a band 
concert, and a tourist guide are but 
a few of the well presented back-
ground items of the summer-resort 
setting for "The Lady from the Sea" 
which seem fami liar to both sum- i 
mer visitors and year-'rounders at-
tending the Provincetown Playhouse 
this week. I hope no one avoids 
this fine production because of the 
playwright's name. Although Hen-
rik Ibsen , like the ocean, has great 
depth into which some may .en joy 
plunging, others will be well enter-
tained by observing only the sur-
face waves. T he deep portions of the 
drama deal with the same questions . 
of here or abroad and duties or de-
sires which O'Neill asks in "Beyond I 
the Horizon". . 

However, the structure is very 1 
different, for O'Neill uses two broth- , 
ers to support his ideas with a tragic 
outcome, whereas Ibsen builds on the ' 
eternal triangle with pleasing results. 
The triangle is isosceles with the two 
long parts played by Virginia Thoms 
in the title role and by Fred Levy, 
her sympathetic husband, Dr. Wan-
gel. Miss Thoms, first gowned in 

1

1 mossy green and later in becoming 
gowns ()f the period, projects well the 
mixed feelings of a woman preoccu-

.. pied by an unsual experience in her 
past. Mr. Levy creates a complete 
personality which piffers from all 
of the many others I've seen him por-
tray. Both of these leading players 
are particularly aware of their re-
lation to the play as a whole and 
thereby help the others present a 
fluid production. They display pro-
fessional ski ll , especially in their 
several scenes alone together. The 
triangle's third side is a small part -
that of a stranger from Mrs. Wangel's 
past, and a st range one he is. Geofrey 
Lafaye tte s~:c cess fu!l y assumes thi ~ 
odd individual. 

Surface motion of the drama is 
ably increased by the interspersed ac-
tivities of Dr. Wangel 's two daughters 
played by Heidi Zimmerli and Jud-
ith Steffan, and by two friends: a 
young wou!d-be-sculptcr, Jackson 
Jackson Barry, and a former tutor, 
Robert Lee. Alex Wolfson and sever-
al others colorfully complete the 
composition. 

Joan Sparrow 
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Not a ll t ' e -peor;lE: c:r.·e gent le in Irviin Shaw's long, 

exc i tine , ?. nd s.bsorr inc o r:?n~:. , ~nrhe Gentle People" . But 

al ! the ch:-~ reetcrs <re ~re r:/ ru .. l peo :; le . 'l'he Provincet,own 

grefl. t pro:fes ~ io::1alism. 

sympathe i.-ic .f'ealin.g :::~.nd · . .::n'.:..sual skill by Fred Le1ry . Hi s 

fish :i.n.:i CO!!l)anic·n .. )n bourd the small boat on stage is 

Philip ) .. .:."l&grlos; he is extremely well played by Alex 

Wolfso::J.. ~i ~ wi ~e, P:l.or e-..1ce, is now atly interpreted 'r:ry 

Virg·i L. la Tb..oras, wbQ .co cn:pet ~.:-ntly relates the part to the 

:play. l?Ga:trice Pa~_pcrc i.s ~ood 83 the neo.; Al"J.i ";elina.. 

Others ~ r: the c:: st I'encd u the s ;1lll.e; a l l re~lec ·c the 

excellent cir c; ctlon o: J:dwnrd Thonn:aen. 



"0 h " rp eus 
Jean Cocteau makes a deli ghtful 

comedy of the traditionally tragic 
story of Orpheus. This is the pl ay 
now at the Provincetown ·Pl ay house. 

I 
Certainl y it is not all Greek to the i 
audience. Although the theme follows j 
the myth about the poet who brings 

1 his wife, Eurydice,_ back fro~ the \ 
i land of the dead, It proceeds m an : 
1 unusual and very modern way. Then, i 

1 just in case the magic a nd mysticism i 
in it leave any doubts, the play ends,. 
with a prayer which is not so much 
religious as heuristic and explanatory. 

Geoffrey Lafayette (with the help 
~ sculptress, Beatrice Paipert) lit-
erally loses his head in this drama, 
h~· actor he is poised and 
. handsome and all that Orpheus 
should be. Anne Howard is his beau-
tiful Eurydice. She gives a smooth 
performance in a role which demands 
loving devotion and jealousy - jeal-
ousy of ·a horse, no less, but what 
a horse! Robert Beatey displays his 
stage versatility in the part of Heur-
tebise, a charming, impish, and sur-
prisingly keen glazier. . 

Death is dazzlingly impersonated 
by Virginia Thoms. Robert C. Lee 
and Alex Wolfson as a police com-
missioner and his clerk make an am-
using pair. 

This is a fresh production of a 

1

1 play filled with laughs and surprises 
and only about an hour from Or-
leans. . 

Joan Sparrow \ 

I • • • 
"Th 
Don't e green thumbs are 

njoyment of "The 
the Provincetown 

1is i not so. There are 
"wheels with w- els" as Maitland 

1 says Maitlan inte estingly enacted 
j by Robert Beatey, is the houseman 

I in the manorial setting of this delight-
fu l comedy. 

I Th . h . ' • e mam emp asis turns on Laurel 
who is growing in liberty in her 
grandmother's hoine. Judith Steffan 
plays this intriguing sixteen year old 
g1rl. Miss Steffan's skill with the part 

I 
suggests her name may eventually be-
come a well known one in the thea-
tre world. But she may justifiably 

! stde step the stage for either radio 
· her voice alone is very expressive, o; 

for dance - she capers gracefully 
through the play. 
. Virginia Thoms is Miss Madrigal 
the mysterious woman chosen to car~ 
for Lau_rel and incidentally the gar- . 
den . Miss ThoJ?s gives great depth ' 
and an Ideal . Interpretation to this 
character. C a t h e r i n e Huntington 
retgns . as Laurel's "Grandloo", a 
charmmg woman without any under- ' 
stand in~ of either plant or human li ·· ··· 
cultivation. 

The wheels _within cog on many 
untversal_ q~est~ons, especia lly discip-
m~ . D!SC!plme m ,the home is. ordered 
b} many ev~seen mva!td, Pink• 
beT!, once doorman, still authoritariaw 
d is~ ipline in the E nglish courts i ~ 
~ndt:ectly suggested by a c ross exam-
mat ton sort of game by Laurel and 
Mtss Madrigal, a nd di rect ly discussed 
by a vtsttmg judge. This is a <>a rden 
tou r yo u can enjoy sitting dow~-

Joan Sparrow 
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"The Gentle People" 
Next At Playhouse 

"The Gentle People", a contemporary 
play by II'!Win Shaw, will be presented 

home-sick. However Helen is keptl beginning next Monday night as the 
pretty busy with her three children Playhouse on the Wharf's second pro-
and! may;be when the baby is a little duction of the season. 
older she will make another trip home. 

one day recently and the first thing 
she saw was North Truro so, of course, 
she read on. It seems that a girl from 
there is marrying a boy. stationed here 
at the Air Base. Small world! Think 
maybe it made Helen just a little 

Tlhe scene is a Brookl'Yl1 pier in New 
·Mrs. William Perry has been away on 

vacation in Boston and Old Orchard York harbor. Fred Levy plays a lead-
Beach in Maine. Her son, Donald, took 
her on the trip. 

The Kaki Captivas have left for their 
home in Mississippi after being in the 
village for a little over a week. 

ing role, with Alex Wolfson, new to the 
company this summer, as his friend 
and fishing companion, the Greek 
chef, Philip Anagnos. Sarah Brave-
man, Anne Howard and Joanna 
Hutchins will be seen in the play Mrs. Robert Newcomb of Ottawa, · · 

IIlinois has spent several afternoons which is being directed by Edward 
recently with Agnes Silva. 

Coming Events 
July 12, Ladies Aid Annual Summer 

Fair in the vestry of the Christian 
Union Ohurch starting at 10·a. m. Also 
on the same night the Activities Com-
mittee of the ohurch will have a buffet 
supper. The menu will be baked beans, 
ham, salads, hot rolls, homemade pies 
and coffee. Mrs. Charles Holway is 
chairman. July 17---Paper Drive for 
the Truro Boy Scouts, Troop 85. Kindly 
!lave your papers out by 6 p. m. and 
they will be picked up during the early 
evening. July 19-Catholic Ladies Fair 
at the North Truro Fire Station, Mrs. 
Frances W{)()d, chairman. Sounds like 
a busy summer for many of us. 

George and Lillian Howard and their 
family were away for the weekend. 

Hope and ·Ralph Tinkham attended a 

Thommen, with Judith Steffan at! 
stage manager. 

A special lobby display this week at 
the Playhouse features signed photo• 
graphs of authors ahd directors who 
have been aSsociated with the compan~ 
since 1940. 'J'here are also photo-
graphs of many who helped make 
Provincetown ifamous·, including one of 
Eugene O'Neill, which bears a message. 
of appreciation written by him to the 
present management; Susan Glaspell, 
Mary Heaton Vorse and Harry Kemp. 
Also on display is the fine etching of 
O'Neill's house on the back beach by 
W. H. W. Bicknell, which was present-
ed to the Playhouse by his widow, 
Mary Bicknell, whose photograph is 
also on display. The photograph shows 
Mrs. Bicknell standing on the stage of 
the Wharf Theatre which she founded 
in the West End, and which was 
destroyed some years ago in a storm. 
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22 NEW MEMBERS JOIN 
PORTUGUESE AMERICAN 
CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

Twenty-two new members were in-
ducted into the PortUJguese American 
Civic League at last Sunday night's 
meeting held in the Parish Hall of the 
Church of St. Peter the· Apostle. Joseph 
Lewis, President, presided. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis were appointed 
delegates to the 1956 Convention which 
will be held over Labor Day weekend 
at Fall River. 

The Committee on membership, John 
Cook and Frank Flores, gave their re-
port. Those accepted as new members 
include: ' 

Captain and Mrs. Domingo Godinho., 
Mr .and MTs. Albert Carter, Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Perry, Jr., Joseph Cook, 
Joseph Matta, Joseph s. Bent, John s. 
Bent, Jesse Ferreira, John Cook, JT., 
Mrs. Madeline Fields, and Mrs. Minnie 
Packett. 

Also Mrs. Jessie Enos, Adrian Sil<va, 
MTs. Viola Cook, Mrs. Hilda Cabral, 
Mrs. Mildred , SUva, Mrs. Mary SilvJJ., 
Mrs. Mary Joseph, Mrs. Helen Flores, 
Mrs. Virginia Lewis and Mrs. Clara. 
Cook. ' 
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STEELE'S OIL CO. 
High Grade Oil 

IMMEDIATE DELIVERIE~ 
reception for Mrs. Elsie Wheeler, Depu-

s ty. Grand Matron and Christine Howe, 
9 Deputy Grand Marshal in Cotuit on 
i Thursday night, and on Satlurday they 

attended another reception in Danvers 
for Associate Grand Conductress, Ger-
trude" B. Martin and Dorothy Faino, 
Associate Grand Marshal. They spent 
Saturday night in Topsfield and re-
turned home on Sunday. 

Visitors are welcome to the 
and the lobby mornings and 
noons. 

wharf 1 after-!~ 

Tony and Kenneth Lopes and Bev-
erly Baird went to Worcester Friday 
for the day. 

And now to birthdays-Helen Farns-
worth and Eugene .Packett share the 
6th. Rheua and Ralph Hovey celebrate 
their weddipg anniversary on the 4th -
of J·uly ·and Mary and Sumner Horton -
have their d·ay on the 8th. Best wishes 
to you all. 
- .Guess that's it, have a happy holiday 
all of you and if you are driving be 
careful, and we'll see you next week. I 

July 8 



·'S. S. G leu cairn" 
At Playhouse 

On Monday, following the cur'-
·ent _production of Ibsen's "Lady 
•' rom The Sea", the Provincetown 
' layhouse will present its fourth 
1ffering of the season, Eugene 0'- . 
./eill's "S. S. Glencairn". This ' 

marks the twenty-fifth O'Neill 

Ibsen Drama 
At Provincetown ~ ; . . ~ 

Playhouse Presents ~ 
'Lady from t~e Sea' ~ 

Ibsen Play Has Powerful 
Theme lor Cape-tip-Playgoer 

)roduction to be presented at the 
Playhouse since 1940. 

J ' 
1 PROVINCETOWN, July 12-? 
1 \"The Lady From the Sea,". one ~ 

Virginia Thoms, co-manager of 
he Playhouse, who is seen this 
veek as Ellida in "Lady From 
f he Sea", will direct the O'Neill 
llay. The second sequence, 
Bound East For Cardiff", was 
irst produced here in 1916 by the 
aoted Provincetown Players and 
orought O'Neill to the attention 
,f the theater over forty years 

Edward Thommen, who has 
lirecte<) the last three productions 
1t the Playhouse, will be seen for 
he first time this summer in a 
najor role when he appears as 
) riscoll in "S. S. Glencairn". 

"S. S. Glencairn" combines 
hree of Eugene O'Neill's early 
mportant plays, "The Moon of 
he Caribbees", "Bound East for 

:::ardiff", and "In the Zone" and 
wlds audiences with atl exciting 

of Henrik .Ibsen's most powerful 
~ and absorbing studies of a worn- t 

an's need for freedom to choose : 
her fate will be the third offer- < 
ing at' 'the Provincetown Play- l 
house commencing next Monday c 
night. 

1
( 

Virginia Thoms co-manager of \€ . 
. the wharf company . sin~e 194° terrifies and attracts her like the c · 
and an acress appearmg m many sea itself. . . ' 
of. the productwns eac~ s~~~on, \ Others of the company on stage , 
WI~l take a role for the rs Ime for their firs t acting r<?les are · 
this Summer. . .,.., ... , . Heidi Zimmerli and Judith Stef-

Miss Thoms Will play £-mua, fan, playing . the two young 
the Lady From the Sea, an Ibsen daughters of Dr. Wangel. \ 
heroine. As her husband, Dr. _ ,: 
Wangel, Fred Levy will t_ake an-
other leading role, one m COl!~· 
plete contrast with his Jonah m 
this week's "The Gentle Peo-
ple." 

·i vid dream of life on the sea. 1 

·Jeff Lafayette, now in t~e 
gangster part of Harold Go!')' ~n 
this week's offering, changes m 
the Ibsen play to the Stranger, 
the man in Ellida's life who both . 

Jay Shuchter, who was last 
een in "The Gentle People", will 
1ppear as Yank with Fred Levy 
ts . Davis and Alex Wolfson as 
:ocky. Sarah BraVeman as Belle .·. ·. ·. ·.·(:, ·. ·· 
.nd Joanna Hutchins as Pearl 
vill be seen in a romantic scene 
'l "Moon of the Caribbees", the 
trst sequence in thE: producqon. 

Virginia Thoms has designed the 
ts and Anne Howard is again in 

harge of costuming. l 
Wendy Reeves is acting as stage-

nanager for the O'Neill produc-
ion which is the highlight of this 
ummer's season. 

. · .. . >.; ,· : ··:.•, ·; · . . . · ...... . ., ,., ... · 

N.G.N. 



'O'Neill Works 
To Be Offered 

Three Plays Slated 
At Cape-tip Theater . 

PROVINCETOWN, July 20 -~ · 
The first works by Eugene O'Neill . 
to be shown at · Provincetown 
Playhouse this year will go on 
stage starting Monday night atl : 
the playhouse on the wharf. ; 

The O'Neill offering, "S.S. ' 
Glencairn," actually includes ! 

·three separate plays, featuring ' 
"Bound East for Cardiff," which ' 
was one of the earlier works of , 
the playwright and marked the . 
beginning of his distinguished 
career. Others in the cycle to 
be shown next week will be 
"Moon Of the Caribbees," which . 
lwill go on first, and "In the · 
Zone," last. · 

In the sequence which the late i 
Frank Shay made of the short • 
plays of men at sea, "Bound East , 
,For Cardiff" was the one first 1 
:shown to the famous ProvinceL 1 

ltown Players of 40 or more years j 
ago and read aloud to them by 1 \the actor, Frederick Burt, at the 

!house of George Cram Cook, t 
·their director, who recognized it~ 
as the work of a genius. ! 

It was the Players' production , 
· of · "Bound East For Cardiff" ; 
which brought success to O'Neill 1 
and marked the beginning of his 1 

icareer. Of that company of ; 
\young people 40 years ago who 
shared O'Neill's fame there are 1 
Mary Heaton Vorse, Harry Kemp 

· · · and Frank Henderson who have · 
remained residents of Province- I 
town. Others often come to visit 
and this season Ida Rau, one of l 
the actresses who worked with 
the company in its early days in 

.
.. -..-'- New York, is again here. , 

This production, the first ~ 
O'Neill offered this season and ! 
the one which marks the 25th for : 
this company, will be directed by 
Virginia Thoms, co-manager. For ; 
the last few years she has di- · 
rected the O'Neill play chosen for ' 
the opening of the season and 
has acted in all those produced 
here since 1940. 

Edward Thommen, director · 
with the company this Summer, 
is freed in this to perform and 
will take the role of Driscoll. 
Jay Shuchter plays Yank; Fred 
Levy, Robert Beatey and Alex . . . 
Wolfson are in the cast; Robert H_utchms, He1d1 
Lee plays the Captain; Jackson d1th Steffa~ and 
Barry the donkey-man, and a new are appeanng. 
merriber of the company, just 
joined from Boston University 
Theater, John Bumstead, js tak- \ 
ing the part of the young sailor, 
Paul. I 

In "Moon Of the Caribbees," l 
the one play of the collection in .

1 

, 

which women appear, Sarah 
•Braveman plays a conspicuous 
role, and Anne Howard, Joanna_ 

---------------------------------... 

Playh:.ist/3Yo C-lfePeat 
''The Gentle People'' 

On Monday, August 6th, after the 
, current production of Enid Bagnold's . 
I beautiful comedy "The Chalk Garden·•, r • . .. 

the Provint-ctown Playhouse will pre-~ · 
sent again by request "'l'he Gentle :· 
People" by Irwin Shaw. 'I'he first : 
production of the play whi~h was of- : : 
fered a•t the Playhouse during the week 
of July 9th , was played to full houses 
every night. Helen Bishop of The New 
Beacon said "The whole evening was 
one of rare excitement in the theatre." 

Audiences will again see Fred Levy 
as Jonah Goodman and Alex Wolfson 
as his friend and confidant, Philip I 
Anagnos. The rest of the cast fea- . 
tures Anne Howard as Stella, Geoffrey I 
Lafayette as Harold Goff and Robert 'f 
Beatey as Eli Leiber the young suitor. 
Joanna Hutchins will again portray the 
quarrelous Florence Goodman and Jay 
Shuchter the amusing Lammanawitz. 

The original Group Theatre produc-
tion of "The Gentle People" which was 
directed by Harold Clurman and pre- ! 
sented on Broadway in 1939 was ·· 
termed a "star maker" before it 
brought before the public such notables 
as Franchot Tone, Sylvia Sidney, Elia 
Kazan, Lee J. Cobb and Karl Malden. 
This production was considered tv be 
one of the Group Theatre's important ' 
contributions to the theatre world be-
cause of the significance of the theme 
and fine quality of its cast . 

'I'he Provincetown production will be 
directed by Edward Thommen who has 
been responsible for most of ·the other 
wharf offerings. 

Zimmerli, Ju-11 Wendy Reeves 



!'Gentle People' at Cape-tip 
1Called Good Summer Theater 

PROVINCETOWN, July 10 -~ and three in the final. The pla: 
"The Gentle People," Irwin called for specific scenery, no 
Shaws' three-act play of the pres- elaborate , but well done to fi 
ent, which opened last night at the austere theme of near pover 
the Provincetown Playhouse, is a ty. 
play of gentle people, but, as in The two major roles were wel 
the old adage, ?till waters r_un played by Mr. Levy and Mr 
deep, and such 1s the case w1th Wolfson. The speaking parts o: 
two old men who are pushed to the cast and the action of th1 
the utmost. three-act offering provide man~ 

. The two gentle people, Jonah I laughs and fine entertainment fm 
Goodman, played by Fred Levy, those seeking good theater ir 
and Philip Anagnos, by Alex the Summer. 
Wolfson , run up _against the pro- Robert Lee plays two parts 
tectwn racket m and around Magruder, the policeman, anc 
Long Island. They have to pay Polack steam bath employe 
$5 weekly f<? r "protectio1( to see while 'Angelina Esposito, Anag 
that therr tmy boat, wh1ch they nos' employer who seeks mar 
use for fishmg, stays on top of riage with her employe, is ably 
the water. played by Sarah Braveman. Flor· 

Harold Goff, played by Geof- ence Goodman, Jonah's always· 
frey Lafayette, is a typical rack- hurting spouse, who develops a 
:eteer, even to going so far as new ailment with each passing 
iforcing his attentions on Good- day, is ably done by Joanna 
man's daughter, Stella, played by Hutchins. 
Anne Howard. Then things begin Others in the play include Jack 
to jell. Barry as the judge; Jay Shuhter, 

When all is about lost, the two as Lammanawitz, the anarchist 
oldsters contrive to get the rack- in the steam bath; Flaherty, the 
eteer out in their boat, on a inspector, by Edward Dodge, and 
pretext; slug him, and dump him Loretta Lombard by Judith Stef-
overboard. All indications point fan. N.G.N. 
to the good iairy story ending, 
they "all lived happily ever 
after." They cleverly cover their 

•tracks, Stella returns to her 
~usual boy friend, Eli Leiber, play- I 
. ·:_~! by Robert Beatey, and that's • 

'l tll~ theme of the play. l 
i There was a constant change >: 
in scenery, between boat and ll 
dock scene, living room of the l' 
Goodman home; night court; l 
Turkish bath, with three scenes 
. in the first act; five in_ the second, , 



ne Ptoldlicjtlon 
Of '~The Genii~'' the two: There . 

· .-· ... -~ ,, .. ~,.-; '·scenes i~ ·the :three acts, . 
.''The Gentle PeOple>· . a _. three ac~· l •I,Ut: ~swift changes in mood . were. 

play by Irwin Shaw; o~h~d th~~econd COmplished smoothly and. with' -•no 
:·week of the season at the Playlhouse break Jn continuity of action, .quite a. 
: on the Whar·f on Monday night. · feat for a cqmpany with only a short 

The Playhouse company did itself rehearsal period before opening. The 
; proud in the production of this beau- individual performances ·were also filie 
i tiful and compasslob.ate play which -Fred Levy, as Jonah Goodman, gave 
' tells the story of two gentle pld .men, an inspired performance in a particu-
close friends and · .fishtilg . -~ompanions larly difficult role, and Alex Wc>l. fso·n 
in dreary 'Sheepshead Blty, .whcf~eam ~_!; t:he iPathetic Philip Anagn<'is, 
of fishing in the Gulf Stream, Under excellent. Geoffrey. -Lafayette as Hat'-
southern skies, just .~nee: befote · · old. Goff · played the sharp, small time· 
·die, . ·The two, Jonah, . Gqodm~ ·~tid , to. the iife; his scene in · 
Philip Anagnos, . · tyPical {of: ·the the ·pist act, was . . . 
~ood; ·.simple · · . a:~"' 
'fget ·pushed . a.n,w1u;:~ . 

they _get 
fro~t.t ga.ng·s~~r .<.nu.x-uJLU .<.U<.,n. 

lo~y 
they had ··~lU~;L,,lj!J,r.~llY,:.a.;l~·l(;.I•Ol' .-.~nEUI 
Flor'id.~ · ·:,L .• ~'-'' . 'l' l' 'll!Ao+ .. ;.r·•·; 

'' ·~~ . world . oi 
~ . ' 

: throws ·<>wr· .· .. ; :,:rr·1e11d: 
:Eli Lieb;;, an~~-~~;ltAl g9. \<> . . :r.;,.t;-i;~.- · ~-r,;,..,. '~. ,..; . . . . 
; with Goff, wh~ .J?~~f¥1 ~~· Y;5e th~ . m~n, Jack !3a!l'Y and · Edl<w~Lrd'>: J:>Oiii!E\ .:J,~ 
he has taken fro~; ~.er , fathet;•J.,In tp.e,· \Ve~e ,very _.~d in_ their . . 
end, Goodman; Wiih ~ tlie'· help · ·of' ' hiS .and Judith Steffan, as · r ,..,.·,,u,> '' 
friend Anagrios; plan~ to· get rid of pard,' it:f Her brief appearance 
'Goff; Stell&,her.e:Ye5' 6:Pen at last;"goes added an authentic note:··_ ... 
;back to Ell; .and the pl~y ; ends ~. with The sets by Jack Barry, -and-llgllttll:igi( 
:th~ two ·,Qld ~men'"Sittlilg in their. · little by 'Rol?ert Le~ were very . 
~ boat, once mor'e dri!'aUling of the . and J?rOvided jUst the 'right atm(J.si>l~ill~ 
, Stream and the 'southeni skies. · · for the play . . Costumes by Anne 
' · It wouid be hard:to Imagine a better . ard w~re ~xactly right, . and _ 

· should also go to JUdith stetfim 
on Mon- · efficient stage managing. .; .. / 

.<, The whole evening was: --<. 
excitement· in ' the ·.theatre::· 
capacity a.;dience ·reacted ·' 
of· applause, "laughter and mc>men1 
deep ,engro~edJ. sil~nce, .: 
hear that the theatre 
out. at every"'·[ l·;e !'r''rc.lrri'lallr.f' 
· · ·; 'an : _ · •Leltitihus~astiic -::? 

·for: 

.:;. 
' 



O'Neill One-Act -Plays Revived\ 
At P,-ovincetown Playhouse 

PROVINCETOWN, July 24- come to the parting of the ways 
The earlier works of Eugene lbecause of his drinking. 
O_'Neill , famed play~ight who h~d ~ The acting in all the sequences I 
his start 40-odd years ago m _ 1 
Provincetown, came to life on was well done, but the theme 
the Provincetown stage last night was characteristic of O'Neill, I 
as his sea plays were ably per- somewhat on the morbid side ,i 
formed at the Provincetown Play- except for a few roistering, 1 
house. brawling moments, and reveals " 

With the tang of the sea, which the early workings of the author l 
featured O'Neill's greatest plays who later reached the pinnacl e 
and which developed when the of fame in his field . 
author was writing his works in Others in Play ! 
this town and on the lonely dunes Others in the play inc! uded I 
near the ocean, the three acts Alex Wolfson as Cocky, Geoffrey j 
actually were three separate Lafayette, Big Frank; Fred Levy, 
short plays, using the same men Davis ; Noel Farrand, Lamps ;\ 
characters throughout. Jackson Barry, Donkeyman, 

The first of these, "Moon of John Bumstea?, Paul; Robert j 
the Carribees" is of a jovial, rois- Lee, the captam, and the five 
tering nature, featuring wind- women, who appeared only _Jn 
jammers, meetings with Carib- t~e first short play as native 
bean women and drinking ·smug- grrls who smuggled themselves 
gled rum, and has a full fledged ~md the rum _to the_ crew. They i 
brawl and little else mclude Beatnce Paipert as Bel-

, Greatest Early ·Play la_; Jo~nna Hutchins, Pearl; Rei- . 
, . , d1 Zimmerli, Sus1e; Wend y 

The second, 0 Ne1ll s greatest Reeves Violet and J ud ith Stef-
early plaY, "Bound East for Car- fan Flbssie. ' 
diff," is of melancholy character, The plays are under the direc-
wtth the feature part the death tion of Virginia Thoms, eo-man-
of Yank, played by Jay Shuchter, ager allowing the regular di-
and his final ho~rs on earth with rect~r, Mr. Thommen, to play 
hts shipmate Dnscoll, played by Driscoll. throughout. 
Edward Thommen. N.G.N 

This features excetlent acting 
and the theme of one man losing 
his best friend. Many times in 
their roistering, seafaring l ife, 
they fought and , no doubt, near-
ly killed each other, but always ~ 
became faster friends . 

The final play, "In the Zone," 
of a ship during World War I 
carrying ammunition in the war 
zone, fea tures the crew t hinking 
they have turned up a German 
spy, only to find his little black 
box contained love letters and 
evidence that Smitty, played by 
Robert Beatey, and his girl had 
~~ 
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Brilliant Production Of l bunk. look;ng for a bomb which is sup-
posed to be secreted there; he finds in-

o'N "II PI G" en By I stead a box with a packet of letters 81 ays IV which reveal the sad history of Smit -

playhouse Company ty's losing battle w1 th dn nk , and h1s 
I rejection by the girl h e loved. 

Eugene O'Neill's three one-act sea I The plays are alive with ONeill'~ 
plays, which he wrote while living . in early love for the sea ; th ey ar e a live, 
Provincetown and which were first l also, with his tender understanding of 
produced h ere for ty years ago were I the human hear t . At on e t ime, in h is 
presented under the title "S. S . Glen- youth, he himself went to sea on 
cairn" at th e Provincetown Playhouse tramp steamers ; he knew at first hand 
on Monday night. the ·bitter life of the seamen of that 

The play:; by now are famou.;. of day; he knew their faul ts , their vir-
course, a nd familia r to :1early every tues, and their high courage during 
one interesced in the theatre; seeing I wartime. It could be sa id of O'Neill-
them again on Monday night, one as it was of Savona rola-that h e "was 
realizes how O'Neill's genius shone one of those who knew no r est, because 
brilliantly even in his earliest work.~ the worlds wound. a ched so . in h is 
"The Moon of the Caribees", "Bound breast." All this 1s r eflected m th ese 
East For Cardiff" and "In the Zone" ) wonderful plays which many think as 
are a ll written about a British tramp; I grea t theatre as anything O'Neill wrote 
steamer, "Glencairn" and the men who later. 
make up her ·Cr ew. The time is .that of 

1 

The production and performances on 
the f1rst world war; the act10n of Monday night were superlative ; we 
"The Moon of the Garibees" takes have never seen these plays done bet-
place on the main deck of the ship, as ter. Virginia Thoms, who directed, d id 
she is anchored off an island in the a marvellous job; the action was swift 
West Indies, and the native women paced and finely coordinated. Edward 
come aboard to join the sailors in a Thommen, playing his first role of the 
drinking spree. In "Bound East For season as Dris, gave a brilliant per-
Cardiff" we see the seamen's fo'c'sle on formance; and the scene, as Yank lies 
the "Glencairn"; Driscoll, known as dying, moved many in the audience to 
"Dris", sits beside the bunk where his• tears. Fred Levy as Davis, was excel-
old friend and shipmate, Yank, is lent, as was Alex Wolfson as Cocky, 
slowly dying. The last play "In the Geoffrey Lafa·yette as Big Frank, Jay 
Zone" shows the crew, again in the Shuchter as Yank, and Rober t Lee as 
fo'c'sle, as the ship loaded with muni- the captai·n of the ship. Robert Beatey, 
tions, makes her way through sub- as Smitty, the "toff" , gave a fine , sensi-
me.rine infester water. They are suspi- tive performance and his scene, as 
cious of one of their number, "Smitty" bound and gagged, he has to listen to t 

who is obviously a "toff" ·as the Brit- his letters being read aloud, was very 
ish say, and not from their own class; touching . As other members of the 
they think he may be a German spy. crew, Jackson Barry and John Bum-
One of the crew searches Smitty'.s stead' gave telling performances. Noel 

Farrand, who is no t a r egular member 
of the company, was surprisingly good; 
he played the accordian in one scene 
in the fo'c'sle and had composed the 
music for it. 

In "The Moon of the Caribees", the 
only one of these plays in which 

I I , 
member of the Poets Theatre compny 

: in Cambridge, came t .o Provmcetow~ 
at a moment's notice, to replacr Saran 
Braveman who because uf an emer-
gency was unable to take the par.t. 
w·th hardly any rehearsal, Miss Pal-
pe~t stepped into the role, and pls.yed 
it to the hilt. 

The sets, done by Virginia Thoms, 
were outstancUng; :t was hard :o :Je-

h 'p's fo'c sle lieve that the dingy s 1 -
n't real. The women's costumes 

\

was . di~ty jer-
were delightful; the men, 111 • . • 

esys and seamen's pants, and ln foul 
weather slickers and sou'wester:~ 

\

loaned by local fishermen and 
Coast Guard-looked their parts to the 
life Robert Lee's lighting, too, helped 

t e~endously to create the authentic 
r t' The . f the whole produc Jon. flavOJ o right • 
only thing missing was the 
weather! Forty years ago, on th e I '. 

opening night, according t o S~~:~ \1\ 
Gl.aspell's account, there was r ea c 

. the harbor and the r eal foghorn 
m · ' 1 But the · 

' moaned throughout the Pay. \ 

\ 

an h ardly be Playhouse company c 
I k ·n an other- · blamed for this one ac 1 \ · 

. " -H.B. I wise terrific evemn, · 1 

I 



Playhouse Offers 
;Tl·: .; !('"' J ·~H.- Garden~ .t.. ....... J;,__....,..._.)t~~ ... ,._ 

The Playhouse on-the-wharf 
which has always been .a tradi-
tional home for the plays of' Eu-
oene O'Neill because of the close 

. ~!'f ili ation with the original Prov-
incetown Playhouse is presenting 
one of O'Neill's earliest works, 
"S. S . Glencairn". These three 
gripp ing tales of the sea, directed 
by Virginia Thoms, combine lusty 
h umor, vivid excitement and cap-
ture the "real spirit of the sea" 
to form a rich theater experience. 

On Monday, following the cur-

l. rent production which closes its 
run on Saturday, the theater on 

' the wharf will present Enid Bag-
nold's Broadway success "The 
Chalk Garden". A real piece of 
wit and whimsy "The Chalk 
Garden" deals with the efforts of 
a mysterious governess to set to 
rights the household of an ee-

l centric granddame and her ir-
repressible granddaughter, Laur-

, el. 
\ Edwar~ Thommen who has dir-
: ected the first three· playhouse 
productions will also direct "The 
Chalk Garden" and Judith Steffan 
who will be remembered for her 

I portrayal of Hilda in "Lady From 
the Sea" 'will play Laurel. 

Virgin'la Thoms who was seen 
last as Elida in the Playhouse pro-
duction of "Lady From the Sea" 

• will be ·seen as Madrigal the ·Wise 
i and humorous governess. 

:·.:· .. :, .. . ·· Catharine Huntington, co-man-
ager of the Playhouse will make 
her first appearance with the c'.)m-
pa·ny this season as Mrs. St. 
Maugham. Miss Huntington, who 
was seen last as the Fisherman's 
wife in "0,;1.dine" when it was pre-
sented here last season. 

Robert Beatey, who is seen as 
Smitty in the current O'Neill pre-· 
sentation will appear as Maitlind 
and Robert Lee, who will best: 

I 
be remembered for his portray at 
of Arnholm in "Lady From the I Sea" and who is also taking the 

I part of the Captain in "S. S. Glen-
cairn" will be seen as the Judge. 

\ Beatrice Paipert, 1 who played 
I the part of Bella in "S. S. Glen-

1 
cairn" is a noted sculptor and 
dancer as well as actress. She is 
a member of the Poet's Theatre 
in Boston. She came at a mom-
ent's notice to fill the role wheh 
Miss Sarah Braveman was sud-
denly called out of town. She 
went on stage without many re-
hearsals. 

Others in the cast include Sar-
ah Braveman as Olivia, and Anne 
Howard as the Second Applicant. 
Miss Howard will also create the 
costumes for the production. 

·. 

Observer Praises 
The Chalk Garden · 

By Observer 

This week the Playhouse is pre-
senting "The Chalk Garden" by [ 
Enid Bagnold. To ·me the title . 
seems to apply to a concommitent 
of the play rather than to the 
main theme. Admitting, however, 
that said concommitent is a de-
finitely . over-lying factor to the 

1 play's development. The story is i 
definitely interesting, absorbing 1 

and attention holding; but I do 
not mean to tell it here. See it, 
hear it and be really entertained. 
Virginia Thoms ·as Miss Madrigal 
has one · o.f those rare opportun -1 
ities to display her dramatic abil-j 
ity along with her outstanding, I 
dignified charm. Her presenta-
tion of a woman long subjected to 
a rigid discipline is indescribp.bly 
convincing and there is also the 
motif of "the head bloodied, but l 
unbowed". Well done! : 

·\ Next Robert Beaty as Maitland , ~ .. 
a good performance, but one could ' .. 

1 wish his make-up were a little 
: bit more aged. 

Third Applicant by Joanna 
Hutchins, another part calling for 
considerable contribution ·by the 
player, most p.dequately met. .

1 
Mrs. St. Maugham by Catherine 

Huntington. As usual this veter-
an player was fully equal to an 
exacting characterization. 

Nurse .,. by Heidi Zimmerli, a 
comedy hit and she got it all. 

Olivia by Anne Howard, the 
mother of Laurel, looked and I 
played with the dignity the part 
required. 

The Judge .. by Robert C. Lee, 
, the kind of part for which he is 
:eminently suited and which he 
did extremely well. 

The Observer found the play 
and its presentation excellent en-
tertainment, a finding in which, 
from its most generous response, 
the audience fully agreed. 
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Playhouse Company 
Repeats Fine Production 
Of "The Chalk Garden" 

NEW BEACON 

chalky soil of her g.randmother's in-
fluence. It is Miss Madrigal's struggle 
to free the child, and restore her to 
her own mother, which is the main 
theme of the play: the secondary 
theme is Miss Madrigal's finding of 
llel·self But it would be unfair to Enid Bagnold's comedy "The Chalk · 
audi ences who will see the play to tell Garden" was presented for the second 
110\v all thl·s J·s accomplished. time this season on Monday night a; 

S The play is full of the charm, the I the Playhouse on the W·harf. ince 
wit a nd the odd wisdom characteristi~ 1 the production is the sam e as seen , 

previ.ously, we reprint our r eview of of Enid Bagnold's writing; and the 1 

compa ny did it honor. Catharine I August 1. This week there is one 
Hun tington , in h er first appearance-change in cast-Lloyd Ely plays the I 

1 very 've lcome-this season, was super b part of the Third Applicant , origina l y 
as Mr:; . S t . Maugham, ranging witn p1ayed by Joanna Hutchins. 

I equa l skill from the lightness of the 
I "The Chalk Garden" by Enid Bag-

comedy scenes to the depth of the 
j nold, one of last winter's successes 0 11 dramatic. Her e legance of appearance 
i Broadway, was presented last Monday and manner did much to complete the 
1 
night at the Playhouse on the . Wharf 

: before a capaci.ty audience, wh1ch ob-
I vi.ously enjoyed the play enormous!/. 
!. The action was interrupted several 

;·ole. Virginia Thoms gave ·a splendid 
performance as Miss Madrigal; and the 
scenes of conflict between her and Mi~s 

Huntington were fine theatre. Young 
. times by bursts of applause, and Judith Steffan as Laurel proved once 
throughout one ·could hear quiet ·more what an extraordinary actress I 
chuckles of delight. sh e is. Here is a real find in the thea-

The play tens the story of an elderly tre; her acting is intelligent and 
I grande dame, Mrs. St. Ma,ugham, who imaginative ; and she had a sure grasp 
has quarreled with her daughter, of the character. RObert Beatey as the 
Olivia, and has brougih.t up Olivia's harassed Maitland was excelient; here I 
child, Laurel. Mrs. St. Maugham lives is a young actor who seems to grow 
in a world of unreality, longing for the with each succeeding role. 
old days of pomp a nd circumstance; As the Judge, Robert C. Lee gave a 
her ~anddaughter lives also in her f,ine performance, the best yet this sea-
own particular world of unreality. Be- son; and Anne Howard, in her brief 
cause of Mrs. St. Maugham's avid de- scenes as Olivia, was her usual pro-
sire to ·be loved and needed, she has fessional, attractive self. ·The part of ....... ,. 
spoiled Laurel until the child is a the Thi·rd Applicant (for the compan-
monster who rules the roost. She is ion 's post) was amusingly played by 
aided by .1Jhe whims of the old butler, Lloyd Ely; and Beatrice Paipert was 
'forty yean in the family's service, now equally good as the Second Applicant. 
, bedridden in an upstairs room in the Heidi Zimmerli as the Nurse made the 
manor house, from which he issues his character sufficiently forbidding. 
orders. The only active servant is The direction of the play by Edward 
Maitland, a young man who combines Thommen was artfully done; and the 
the duties of cook, houseman, gardener set design by Jackson Barry was un-

·1 and nurse-governess to Laurel in a usually fine; how he managed with 

r 
frenzy of activity. properties at hand here to create an 

Mrs. St. Maugham, h aving advertised authentic looking liVling room in an 
1 for a companion for Laure l, chooses English country house is a minor 

from three applicants a young woman, miracle. The costumes by Anne 
Miss Madriga~. obviously of good fam- Howard were delightful, especially Miss 
ily, and just as obviously from a mys- Huntington's attire, typical of the 
terious background. Miss Madrigal county society "bazaar opendng" lady . 
not only takes on Laurel-she takes 0:1. Seeing the play, we were amused to 
the care of the garden, which is in a think how the .author, Enid Bagnold, 
shocking state due to faulty orders must h ave been greatly impressed in I 
from the old butler. Miss Madrigal youth by some domineering old butler . 

i knows that flowers will not grow in 'I'he butler in "The Chalk Garden"-
, chalky soil-she also knows that · the although he is never seen-is blood 
child Laurel will not grow in the brother to the ·butler in Miss Bagnold's 

first novel "Serena Blandish, or The 
Difficulty of Getting Married." It was 
he who told Serena : "A young lady 
who goes to tea and stays for dinner . 

\ will never become engaged." -H. B. I i 



PAGE TWO 

. S.S. Glencairn Tops 
Past Performances 

By Observer 

tion, makes one .. forget the players I 
for the play, it was there at last 
and the Observer was entranced. 
As for good .Performances? You 
find the bad one. The cast fol-
lows: 

Twice before, .at the Province- Driscoll; 1 ,..-, Edward Thommen; 
town · Playhouse-on-the-Wharf, I Smitty, ,,Robert Beatey; Cocky, .. 
have seen presented, "S'.· S. Glen- · Alex .Wolfson; Big Frank, Geof-
cairn". Never have I seen it · ·so frey Lafayette; Yank,· Jay Schus-
well done as the performance ter; Davis, Fred Levy; Lamps, 
Monday night. Dubious for the Noel Farrand; Donkeyman:, Jack-
moment of my own judgement son Barry; Paul, John Bumstead; 
and noting the presence in · :th~ .Captain, RObert Lee; Bella, Bea~~ 
audience .of Mary Heaton Vorse, trice Paipert; Pearl, Joanna Hut-
grahd 'sufvivor of the original1~1'5 .chins; Susie, Heidi Zimmerli; Vic-
Provincetown Players, who sa~ let, Wendy Reeves and Flossie, 
the original performance of this Judith Steffan. 
play, I went to" her for confirma- • -------
tion. "Mary," I said, "you saw 
the first performance of this play. 
I think this ;production is the best 
I've seen; am I wrong?" "No," ...... ·. 
she said, "This ·was very good." · .. . , .. ,. · .· .·.-· .. ·v·· :·' 

Parts 2 and 3 were especially 
well done. Atmospliere, that ma-1 
gic word of theatrical perfection, 
:that thing which carries convic-
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I Playhouse To Present 
"The Chalk Garden" 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1956 

, Glencairn", will reverse their positions 

I for ''The Cha lk Garden ." Miss Thoms 
will -be on stage as Miss Madrigal while 

I Mr. Thommen again directs from 
.J. By Charles Moore 1 ' ·down front." 

I 
'·The Chalk Garden ," a recent New i Laurel, the impish young grand-

York sensation, will be seen at the ! da ughter, originally created by Betsy 
P rovincetown Playhouse Monday, July 1 von Furstenberg on Broadway, will be 

i 30 t hrough Saturd·ay, August 4, fol- 1 played by Jud;ith Steffan who played 

\
lowing the close of t he current Eugene Hilda in "The Lady from the Sea." 
O'Neill play, ··s. S. Glencairn" on Robert Lee and Robert Beatey, the 

i Saturday, July 28. The Playhouse is only two men in "The Chalk Garden," 
one of the few summer theatres 'to re- appear as the judge and Maitland, the 
ceive the rights to "The Chalk Garden" butler . Mr. Beatey is now play_ing 
so soon after its closing on Broadway Smitty in "S. S . Glencairn" and Mr. 
this spTing at the Ethel Barrymo!'e Lee, also in the Glencarin Cycle, is 
Theatre. playing the captain. 

The special O'Neill display can still I Others in the cast include Sarah 
be seen in the lobby of the Playhouse Braveman as Olivia, Anne Howard as 
during the run of the current play. In-~ the second applicant, Joanna Hutchins 
G!uded in the display are programs, as the third applicant, and Heidi Zim-

1 
pictures, post cards, letters and news- merli as the nurse. · 
paper stories .of historical value in the Enid Bagnold, author of "The Chalk 

l ure of O'Neill and the persons con- Garden," is Lady Roderick Jones in 

I 
nected with the origin~! Provincetown private life, the wife of the former 
Playhouse where hiS first plays were I head of Reuters news agency. A suf-
performed. fragette in the earlier days, she h as 

I nterestingly enough, one of the written seven books and three plays, 

\

sequences from the Glencairn Cycle including her current best seller, "The 
"In the Zone", was recently performed Loved and· Envied." Of "The Chalk 
at a boy's school in Osaka, Japan, and G arden", William Hawkins says in the 
was very well received. Other O'Neill New York World-Telegram and Sun, 
plays also appeared there but "In the I "Miss Bagnold has created an Alice in 
Zone" was a favorite. Many persons Wonderla nd world." 
still feel that these early sea plays were l 
among the finest works that O'Neill 
wrote. 

On stage in "The Chalk Garden" for 
her first major role of the summer, 
Catharine Huntington, co-manager of 
the Playhouse with Virginia Thoms, 1 

I will play Mrs. St. Maugham, the role 
first played by Gladys Cooper. Miss 
Huntington was last seen as a oourist in 
·'The Lady from the Sea," and is well 
remembered for many character roles 
in past seasons. 

Virginia Thoms, director of the cur-
rent O'Neill play, and Edward Thom-
men, the summer director who plays 
the leading role of Driscoll in "S. S. 



Comedy, Mystery Blend Greets 
Full House at 'Chalk Garden' 

PROVINCETOWN, July 31-A Beatrice Paipert i~ on briefly 
1
: 

capacity audience greeted "The as the second applicant for the ~ -
" post of compamon, and Joanna , 

Chalk Garden, a three-act com- Hutchins is seen as the third ap- · 
edy, as it opened for a week's plicant. j; 
run last night at the Province- Olivia, Laurel's mother who 
town Playhouse. has been estranged from both!; 

A comedy with a theme featur- Mrs. St. Maugham and Laurel, is [; 
ing the. mysterious past of the played by Anne Howard. This j 
compamon for the young grand- complication is resolved as Lau- 1 daughter, the play got off to a rel is reunited with her mother , f 
slow start; but picked up during and Mrs. St. Maugham finally 1 the second and third acts to pro- concedes there is need for Miss 1 
vide good Summer ·theater for Madrigal to stay despite her past. 
visitors to Cape Cod. The time of the three-act play i 

The plot was based on a broken by Enid Bagnold is the present ; 1 
home, the . grandmother caring the place, a room ir. a manor i 
for her flighty granddaugh~er, house in Sussex, England. Ed- J 
the granddaughter 's compam~m ward Thommen is director ; Miss l: 
with the secret past, and all ~1v- Howard is in charge of costumes, 
ing under the shadow of a dymg and · Mr. Lee in charge of the · 
butler, who had ruled the house- lighting. ~-
hold for 40 years. N.G.N. 

Virginia Thoms, co-manager of . · 
the Playhouse, ably took the role · 
of Miss Madrigal, the applicant 
accepted for the post of compan-
ion, the one with the "green 
thumb" in the garden, and a way 
with the granddaughter. Her 
well-concealed past forms the 
mystery of the play. The judge 
familiar with her story, played 
by Robert C. Lee, turns out to be 
an old friend of the grandmother, 
and all ends well as the judge · 
visits the household in his swing . 
on the circuit. 

Catharine Huntington, also co-
manager, t akes the part of Mrs. 
St. Maugham, the grandmother, 
with her unpredictable disposi-
tion and caustic remarks, turning 
them out endlessly as the play 
progresses. Maitland, the male 
servant, is played by Robert · 
Beatey, and the part is extreme- · 
ly well handled, while · the neu- : 
rotic granddaughter , Laurel, is · 
capably played_ by Judith Steffan. 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1, 1956 

Capacity Audience At 
Playhouse Enjoys 
~ 'The Chalk Garden" 

! performance as Miss Madrigal; and the 

I 
scenes of conflict between her and M.is.; 
Huntington were fi ne theatre. Young 
Judith Steffan as Laurel proved once 
more what an extraordinary actress 

"The Chalk . Garden" by Enid Bag · 
nold , 0!1e of last winter's successes on 
Broadway, ws.s presented last Monday 
nigh t at the Playhouse on the Wharf 

she is . Here is a real find in t he thea-
tre; h er acting is intelligent and 
imaginative; and she had a sure gr asp 
of t he character. Robert Beatey as the 
harassed Maitland was excellent; here 

; before a capacity audi·ence, which ob- is a young actor who seems to grow 
' ·.r ious!y enjoyed the play enormously. with each succeeding role. 
Ti1e action was interrupted several As the Judge, Robert c. Lee gave a 
t imes by bursts of applause, a nd fine performan ce, the best yet this sea-
throug·hout one could hear quie t son; and Anne Howard, in her brief 
chuckles of delight . scenes as Olivia, was her usual pre-

The play tells th e story of a n elde:·ly j fession al, attractive self. The part of 
gra nde dame, Mrs. St. Maugham, who 1 the Third Applicant (for the compan-
has quarreled with her daughter,/ ion's post) was expertly and amusingly 
Olivia, and has brought up Olivia's j played by Joanna Hutchins; and Bea-
child , Laurel. Mrs. St. Maugham lives ! trice P aipert was equally g-ood as the 

: in a wor ld of unreality, longing for the ,. Second Applicant. Heid.i Zimmerli as 
, old days of pomp and circumstance; the Nurse made the ch aracter suffi-
1 her granddaughter lives also in he~· ! ciently forbidding . 
. 

1 

own particular world of unreality. Be- l The direction of the play by Edward 
cause of Mrs. St . . Maugham's ~wid de- Thommen was a rtfully d0 ne ; and the 
sir e to be loved and needed, she h as set design by J ackson Bar r y was un-
spoiled Laurel until the child is a usually fine ; how he ma nag·ed with 
monster who rules the roost . She is properties at hand here to create an 
aided by the whims of the old butler. authentic looking living room in an 
forty years in the family's service, now English country house is a minor 
bedridden in an upstairs room in the miracle. The costumes by Anne 
manor house, from which he issues his Howard were delightful, especially Miss 
orders. The only active servant is Huntington's attire, typical of the 
Maitland, a young man who combines county society "bazaar opening" lady. 
the duties of cook, houseman, gardener Seeing the play, we were amused to 
and nurse-governess to Laurel in a think how ·the author, Enid Bag;nold, 
frenzy of activity. must have been greatly impressed in 

Mrs. St. Maugham, having advertised youth by some domineering old butler. 
for a companion for Laurel, chooses The butler in "The Chalk Garden"-
from •three applicants a young woman, a lthough h e is never seen-is blood 
Miss Madrigal, obviously of good fam-1 brother to the butler in Miss Bagnold's 
ily, and just as obviously from a mys- first novel "Serena Blandish, or The 
terious background. Miss Madrigal Difficulty of Getting Married." It was 
not only takes on Laurel-she takes on he who told Serena: "A young lady 
th e care of the garden, which is in a who goes to tea and stays for dinner 
shocking state due to faulty orders wl!! never become engaged." -H. B. 
from the old butler. Miss Madrigal 
knows that flowers will not grow in 
chalky soil-she also knows tha t the 
child Laurel will not grow in the 
ch alky soil of her grandmother's in-
fluimce. It is Miss Madrigal's struggle 
to free the child, and restore her to 
her own mother, which is the main 
theme of the play; the secondary 
theme is Miss Madrigal's finding of 
herself. But it would be unfair to 

1 audiences who will see the play to tell 
I how all this is accomplished. 

The play is full of the charm, the 
wi t and the odd wisdom characteristic 
of Enid Bagnold's writing ; and the 
c-ompany did it honor. Catharine 
Huntington, in her first appearance-
very welcome-this season, was superb 
as Mrs. St. Maugham, ranging with I 
·equal skill from the lightness of the 
comedy scenes to the depth of the · 

I dramatic. Her elegance of appearance J 

and manner did much to complete th e 
· role. Virginia Thoms gave a splendid 



f'age ten 

"Lady from the Sea" 
Given Interesting 
Production at Playhouse 

I thought aa1d action, written l'ong be-l fore women came to take this right for 
1 granted . Ellida, "the lady from the 
! sea", the seconld wife of Dr. Wangel, 
~ is obsessed with the memory of a young 
I man, a sa ilor, whom she· had met years 

The Playhouse on the Wharf pre- i before her marriage. He is inextricably 
sented Ibsen's "The Lady from t'he : bound up with her love for the sea. 
Sea" on Moruday night, a s the third [ When he returns on a ship, which calls 
production of the summer season. ; briefly in the harbor of the town where 

In · this pla y, the story is based on a ; the \'Vangels live, he comes to see El1ida 
favorite tJheme of the playwrigh t-the : a nd asks her to go away with him. She 
right of a woman to freedom of 1 tells her husband how, years before. 

I 

· . . · .. ·.<:·>·:··· ·.:· .. :.: 

.. -
{ 

i 

NEW BEACON 

she and the stran ger, as he is called, 
went through a symbolic marriage 
ceremony; she feels bound to him, but 
is torn between fascination and fear. 
Ellida begs ·her •husband to protect 

1
, 

her- not to let her go off with the 
stranger. At first , h er husband forbids 
h e[· to leave . it is only in the end, 
wh en he tells her she is free to make 
her ·own choice, and must make it, that 
Ellida casts off the obsession, and stays 
with the doctor and her family. 

Now that we all know-or think we 
know-a little about Freud, the play 1 

does not have the exc1tement it must I 
h a ve 'had years ago when it was fu·st 
seen. It 1s a play which 1f produced I 
-by a•n inept company, would be pretty I 
boring· it seems to· us. But as done by I 
the· PlaYJhouse company on Monday 
nig'h t, it was absorbing and held the 
attention of the audience throughout-
nothing could be more of a tribute to 
the director, Edward Thommen and to 
the cast. Virginia Thoms, in her first 
role ·o( the season, as Elolida, was won-
derful, and once again proved what a 
splendid actress she is. In the role of 

I Dr. Wengel, Fred Levy was excellent; 
he followed up his fine performance in 
last week's play, with one equally fine 
on Monday night. Heidi Zimmerli, ap-
pearing for the first time, was del.Jight-
ful as Dr. Wangel's elder daughter,j 
Boletta; here is a JOung actress of real I 
talen't. 

It was Judi th Steffan-also playing a 
major role for the f irst time-to Whom 
top honors for the evening go. In the 
pa>rt of the younger daughter, Hilda, 
she gave an extraordimarily pro-fession- i 
al performance, creating the character I 
of a joyous young girl to the life . Th~s 

type of role is one of t he most difficult i 
in the .theatre ; it can so easily turn I 
into caricature. Bu t Miss· S teffan's 
Hilda was true and lovely and a joy I 
throughout the play. 1 

Others in the cast, Alex Wolfson as I 
BalestedJ, Jackson Barry as Lymgstrand : 
a:nd Robert Lee as Ar-nholm, a lso gave 1 

fine performances. Geoffrey Lafay-1 
ette, who has played· the male lead in I 
the two previous produOOions, appeared 
briefly as the Stranger. Catharine 
Huntington, Anne Howard, Jay Shuch-
ter, Robert Bea.tey and Joa.nna Hutch-
ins were cast in non-speaking roles as 
Tourists and Townspeople. 

The costumes were charming and 
authentic, and .the sets delightful. 



Ibsen Delights 
Wharf Audience 

with Rober t Lee as Arnholm, an- 1. 

other duo of the play, gave ex·-
cellent characterizations of their 
parts. Is in PJay 

By Observer 
Jackson Barry as Lyn~strand, 

the shy young man, recovering This week the Playhouse is pre-
senting "The Lady From The from injuries, gave a faithful 
Sea", -by Henrik Ibsen. It is an- presentation of the part. Geoffrey 
.other of those plays that present Lafayette as Stranger managed to 

impart a certain esoteric quality 
great challenge and that challenge to his role that carried forward 
is met. It deals with psychology, tQ.e idea of the play. 

I psychiatry, and ESP (that extra-
! perception thipg t,hat lately has Alex Wolfson as Ballested, the 
i had so much attention), all of ecentric a rtist, gave a most . ex-
which adds up to the question, cellent portrayal of his character; 
"how will the public take it? " genuinely humor ous, thoroughly , 
Well, that part of the public that convincing. I 

m ade up the audience Monday And-a whole boxful of orchids 
1 evening ap:parentiy took it with to Judith Steffan as Hilda, the· 

I 
a great deal of satisfaction. For young sister. She brought to the i 

the dramatic moments there was ·part the verve of irrepressible ' 
most generous applause and the youth and never once failed to 

1 ~umor got everything from de- keep "in character". Her fishing I 

1 hghted chuckles to roars of mirth. scene with Robert Lee was so ex-
And-the ladghs came only in·tli.e cellent a bit of pantomime, on 
right places. the part of both, that one moment-

The lovely Virginia Thoms, for arily expected them to come up 
the first time this season, lent her with a r eal . fish. 

HEIDI ZIMMERLI glamour to the cast in the role of The influx of the tourists from 
Ellida and with Fred Levy as the excursion boat so struck home 

'

·wangle, two long and difficult to the Provincetown audience it 
parts, carried the theme of the brought down the house. 

Miss Zimmerli plays one or I : 
Dr. Wangel's daughters in this /1 

• 

I 
play. Heidi Zimmerli was de-
lightfully prett:_~-~--Boletta and Subscribe to The ADVOCATE 

week's play at the Province-

11 

town Playhouse, "The Lady 
From the Sea," by Ibsen. 

\Audience Likes 
·<.-..••. , , ,, •. , .>·· ,_., _, >· 1The Gentle People 

· By The Observer 

etta Lombard, the little "fioosit" 
who was before the court for ' 
practising the oldest profession. j 
The latter had very little to do, 
but did it so well she "brought i 
down the house." Sarah Brave- i 

On 'Monday evening the Ob- man also was roundly applauded j 
__ 1 : server visited the Playhouse in at her exit right in the middle I 

./ '·· Provincetown and saw ther e, The of the act. j 
/ Gentle People. . It is a play of There is little better criterion 
I three acts and eleven scenes; six of the merits of a p erformance 

of which are in the same "set" than its reception by the audience. 
to which there is a continual By this standard, this production 
"flash-back". Right here in the is a great success. 
beginning it is a pleasure to ap- When all was so good- what 
plaud the scenery (as did the can we criticise? The cast fol-
a udience) and the speed w ith 'lows: 
which changes were made: bravo! Jonah Goodman, Fred Levy; 

Most of the action takes place Philip Anagnos, Alex Wolfson; 
in a small boat and on the end of Magruder, Robert Lee ; Stella 
the adjacent pier. It concerns Gooqman, Anne Howard; Eli L ei-
two old men who liked to fish and ber, Robert Beatey; Harold Goff, 

1 dream as an escape from a drab Geoffrey Lafayette; Florence 
existence. Their families and Goodman, Joanna Hutchin s ; An-
friends :rounded out the plot and 
for a ll the drama, the com edy re- gelina Esposito, Sarah Braveman; 

·lief .. was .generous and good. All Judge, Jack Barry; Lammanawitz, 

1

1 

the parts were well played and Jay Shuchter; Polack, Robert L ee; 
faithfully presented, so well that Flaherty, Edward Dodge and Lor-
to pick stand-outs is very hard; etta Lombard , Judith Steffan. 1 but we must accept the audience 
eecision .a nd hand the orchids to 
Sarah Braveman as Angelina Es,.. 
posito and Judith Steffan as Lor-



Of This 
and That 

By 

To those who have honor-€d this 
'column with a modicum of faith-
ful reading, the fact that sooner 
or later I will .talk about some-
thing to eat, will come .as no sur-
prise. Only this time, I will tell 
you how to make it. That .food is 
interesting should cause no com-
ments for the moment we enter 
this world our questing lips seek 
the solace of nourishment. Last 
week I went up 'to Ciro and Sal's 
and said, "I want something to 
eat; you name it!" Sal with a 
characteristic Latin ·gesture (no 
doubt signifying good) said, "Pol-
Io alla Toscana!!' And presently 
the same was brought forth. Now 
.get this: it proved to be young 
chicken that had been baked, dur-
ing which process it had been 
basted with sherry. It was then 
placed in a casserole with -sweet 
peppers, onions, mushrooms and 
spices. As it is cooking you add 
;more sherry. Now as to the 
spices, you will have to use . your 
own imagination and/or exper-
ience, but if you get the result 
they did, you will have ambrosia. 

While pa!ising through the cock-
tail lounge of the Sea Horse Inn 
the other early evening I saw a 
young' lady sit down at the piano; 
the room was almost entirely de-
serted. The music she brought· 
from that instrument was heaven-
ly, but when she saw me stand-
ing there enraptured, she stop-
ped. When I begged for more the 
answer was, "Oh, no! I am too 
ou~ of practice." I learned• that 
for the past three days she has 
been Mrs. Philip Sears, Jr., nee 
Pat Thayer, of Waverly Farms, 
Mass. A real artist! 

To those of you who get a 
"kick" out of the other fellow's 
discomfiture this should offer, at I 
least , a medium sized "bang". · 

The insignificant little string 
that is wound around · a small 
spring-loaded drum in the type-
writer to take the carriage across 
as you write, just plain up and 
broke on mine. I went to Paul 1 Lambert and dolefully complained, 
"How can I get out a column with 
that blasted typewriter gone dead 
on me?" So Paul suggested I 
use an old newspaper trick. Tie 
a string to the knob of the car-
riage, hang the string over the 
end of the table, attach a bottle of 
sand thereto and again I'd be in 
business. Didn't h,p.ve any bottle 
of sand, but I did have a smali 
iron frying-pan so, voila, here we 
are again. 

During this past week the Town 
Crier had an experience he doesn't 
care to repeat. While standing on 
the pier awaiting the arrival of· 
"The Boat", a lady came ·up to me 
leading by the hand a very beau-
tiful child; a little ·girl some nine 
or ten years old. Always inter-
ested in lovely hands, I immed- ; 
iately noticed the immaculate i 
hands of this child. They were 
exquisitely manicured and the 
fingers were gracefully long and 
tapered. "Let her feel your bell," 
the lady asked. I held it forward 
and those obviously senstive fing-
ers traced the outline and shape 
of the bell, then explored the strik-
ing tongue. Next the shores, with 
their buckles and high tongue. 
Then the belt and pouch, as to 
the contents of which, the child 
inquired. As. she inspected each 
item the mother described it and 
the Crier offered a word of ex-= 
planation here and there. The i 
child thanked me graciously and 
the mother led her away. She 
walked close to her mother that 
she might match her gait-for 
that beautiful little girl was blind. 
The Town Crier was not ashamed 
of the tears that wet his cheeks. 

The business of the town has 
had a most noticeable. "shot-in-
the-arm" this past week. Maybe, 
if we can keep newspapers and : 
commenators .honest for just a few,. 
more weeks, we may be able to 
make a season out · of this year I 
yet. 
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giving a delightful perf<?rmancc • of \ 
Enid Bagnold's unusual piece for the 1 

theatre. "The Chalk Garden" .. Judith I 
Steffan revels in the substantial role 
of Laurel, the sixteen year old scamp 
in the family; her voice, and facial I 
expressions, and actions are :1 ll that 
they should be. Catl~erinc Hunting· _ tol as her chjmmg, unreaiis(tc 

~ •. . l gra11dmother endeats the aud1ence ·,o 1 

: the character of Mrs. St. Maugham, 

I' a woman who would not ordinarily 
engender such reaction. 

; Miss Madrigal is the woman hired 
! to supervise Laurel. As the play pro-
' gresses she supervises more tlu ;l the 
i girl. Played by Virginia Tho ms, ~he I 
1 deep undercurrents in the personal ity 
of this character are superbly pro-
jected to the spectators and even the 
vehement moments are consistent 
with the controlled character. Anoth-

1 
er servant, Maitland, is interest ingly 
conceived by Robert Beatey. Robert 
Lee delineates the elderly judge. 

This play was wei! received in spite 
of a slow first act on opening night. 
The set ting is not a . garden, but ::1n 
attractive inte rior. Personally, I wish-
ed it were n1ore stylized to echo <he 
truth versus make-believe q u aliti~s •Jf 
the play. . 

This play grows on a multitude of 
garden metaphors which must be ripe 
with extra . meanings for those with 
green thumbs. Even for the rest of 
us, who are only able to call a hoe 
a spade, this proves a pleasant even-
ing. 

Joan Spar riJ\\ 

* -1:l..-* * . " . '~. -s. · Glencazrn 
.( f ·.rtmiori of the Provincetown 

K r . 1 presentatLOn 
PI house ts the year y , . Th. ay b Eugene 0 Neill. IS 
of a pl~y hy . "S s. Glencairn", ' 
year their c oice, · bout the 
is really _three one-!c\ttJ~uades "The 
same ship and ere · ·b " "In the f the Carn ees , 
Moo~. o d O'Niell's first pl ay 
Zone , an f Cardiff" which came 
"Bound Ea~t or . wn ·ust fo rty 
into being 10 Provmce~o J f the ' 

1 . \ked with one o \ j . years ago. ta members Mary j 
original playhous~ aid th'at then 
Heaton Vorse, w o s Il de 
they all painted scenerx a~~i~e ~:di-
costumes. That now IS for 
. a\ wi'th the present company, ( uon the pro- · 

h nds helped prepare more a -

duction than received program credit. 
Clarence Lepeer may take a bow 

r . fcir his assistance to set designer Vir-
- ginia Thoms, who pictured so well 
1 a tramp steamer deck and the sea-

men's forcastle. 
Highest praise goes to Virginia 

Thoms who directed the rollicking 
and exciting movement of more than 
a dozen people on a microscopic 
stage for the first play, the tension 

I 
and thoughtfulness of the mates in 
the second, and the humor and sus-
pence of the last. In accomplishing 
this Miss Thoms uses her vast thea-
trical knowledge. Moreover, she shows 
not only an appreciation of tradi-
tion, but also a n awareness of the 
timelessness of O'NeiH's writings 

which transcends the dated qualities 
of a radarless steamer. The play-
wright would be delighted by hier 
use of background music and modern 
lighting. ln fact. he would have rea-
son to be proud · of the whole per-
formance. Joan Sparrow 



\L~lC Pentle Peop'le. Goff which held audiences meath-
.L .l \..7 less during the previous run. 

R T Wh £ Robert Beatey who is being I eturns 0 ar seen as Maitland in the current 
! production of "The Chalk Gar-
. On Monday, the Playhouse-on- den" will play Eli , Lieber the 
i the-Wharf will present a repeat young suitor. 
! performance of Irwin Shaw's com- Beatrice P aipert of the Poet's 
i pelling drama "The Gentle Peo-j Theater in Cambri~ge will t~ke 
-~ ple", When it was first present- the part of Angelma Espos1to.\ 
ed in Provincetown during the Provincetown audiences last en-

1 . week of July 9 to capacity au- joyed her as Bella in "S. S. Glen-

1

, diences the Advocate stated that cairn". Miss Paipert, who is a 
"all the p arts were well played" member of the Poet's The'ater in 
and "when all was so good what Cambridge is also a sculptor and 
can we criticize? " professional dancer as well as an 

"The Gentle People," which actress of wide range. 
will play through Saturday Aug- Edward Thommen who has 
ust 11 is an exciting drama and been responsible for the majority 
a co~plete contrast to the cur- of the Playhouse productions this 
rent Playhouse production. of Enid Summer is directing "The Gentle 

I 
Bagt10ld's lyrical comedy "The People". 
Chalk Garden" a recent New York 

I success which will play before I 
Provincetow:n audiences through · 
this coming Saturday evening. 

"The Gentle People" was ori-
ginally presented on Broadway in 
1939 as an important production · 
of the famed Group Theater and 
brought into public view such 
notables as Franchot Tone as Har- . 
old Goff, Sylvia Sidney as Stella I 
Goodman, and. Elia Kazan as Eli I 
Lieber. Lee J. Cobb, Sam Jaffe, l 
Karl Malden and Martin Ritt were 
also seen in that early production. 

Fred Levy and Alex Wolfson I 
will again be seen in the Prov-
incetown presentation as Jonah 
Goodman and Philip Anagnos. \ 
Anne Howard who has created the 
costumes 'for all of the Playhouse 
.productions this Summer will also 
be seen again as Stella Goodman. 
Geoffrey Lafayette will recreate 
his verision of the sinister Harold 

."f. 
"' .. , . THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 1956 

THE APPARITION- OR THE MIS-SPELLED NAME 

(Wherein the spirit of Eugene O'Neill appears to the Poet of 
Dunes to protest against the mis-spelling of his Last Name, on 
plaque set over the door at 577 Commercial Street) 

the 
the \ 

I 

. (This poem is dedicated to .John .!'>-· Francis, who .,;,as not a party to I 
such a strange mistake) -

I Had a Dream in which O'Neill appeared. 
A.s if Eternity's waves washed up his form; 
L1ke some snow-dusted stranger from a storm, 
He brought a shuddering quality to the night. 

' 

With wrath-bent brow, with blazing words which seared 
As ghosts will walk over some trivial thing ' 
(It is the least offense irks most ·the king 
And gives to Gr-eatness a distatse for Fame), 
'Gene came to curse the orthographic slight 
And lax disfigurement of his Last Name 
Which ends with Two LLs, always, not with One: 
His Name, mis-spelled, got Gene's worst malison, 
"Gene, Shakespeare had eight-four ways to spell his name'', 
I began,-but the fierc-e, pale, famous form was gone. 
I seemed to hear -a whispered sound of rain 
Though the full moon walked past my window pane. 
The Other World in throngs besieged my brain. 
I reached a shaking hand; turned up the Ught; 
I took a vow to set the spelling right 
And obviate a grim ghost's malison! . . . 
John Francis, I was never gladder for the Dawn! 

·, ... _, ___ .... 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1956 

Playhouse On The Wharf 
To Repeat Bagnold Play 

"The Chalk Garden" by Enid Bag-
nold, which played to overflowing· 
houses earlier this month will return 

plicant will again be played by Bea-
trice Paipert while Wendy Reeves ta&:es 
on the role of the third applicant for 
the first time. Heidi Zimmerli will re-
sume her forbidding countenance as 
the severe nurse to the yet unseen 
Pinkbell. 

for a second week at the Provincef:iown Anne Howard, seen this week as 
Playhouse On-the-Wharf Monday, Au- Stella, will play Olivia, the mother who 
gust 13th and will play through Satur- finally calls for Miss Mad·rigal's help 

· day, August 18th. This makes the in reclaiming her own daughter. 
second play this season which has been "The Chalk Garden" is presented un-
brought back after its first presenta- der the direction of Edwa·rd Thom-
tion, according to the European reper- men who has directed most of the 
tory plan which this theatre follows. 1 Playhouse productions this season. 

Currently playing through Saturday\· Enid Bao-nold author of "The Chalk 
is the first repeat play, Irwin Shaw's Garden," i~ Lady Roderick Jones in. 
"The Gentle People," a oouchmg and private life, the wife of the former 
very huma-n portrayal of drama in the I head of Reuters news agency. A suf-
Jives of two philosophical old fisher- 'j fragette in the earlier days, she has 
men. written seven books and three plays, 

Helen Bishop, in her New Beacon re- l including her current best seller, "The 
' view of the first performance of "The I Loved and Envied." Of "The Chalk 

I Chalk. Garden," tells that "The action Garden", William Hawkins says in the 
was mterrupted several t1mes by New York World-Telegram and Sun, 
bursts of applause, and throughout "Miss Bag.nold has created an Alice. in 
one could hear quiet chuckles of de- Wonderland world." 
light," a highly proper reaction to this 
play which weaves intense seriousness 
and suspense through the comedy of 
some of the scenes. 

Catha•rine Huntington, co-manager 
of the Playhouse, will again portray the 
eccentric grande dame Mrs. St. 
Maugham . Virginia Thoms, seen this 
week as Mrs. Goodma n in "The Gentle 
People", will reenter her role of Miss 
Madrigal, the mysterious hired com-
panion, next week. 

Laurel, the impish young grand-
da-ughter, originally created by Betsy 
von Furstenberg in New York, will be· 
played again by Judith Steffan. Robert 
Beatey, currently playing the romantic 
Eli in "The Gentle People" will return 
to his comedy character of Maitland 
the butler in "The Chalk Garden." 

Robert Lee, who plays an Irish 

I 
policeman and a Polak this week, will 
turn back to the grey haired judge for I 
"The Chalk Garden." The second ap-



~DNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1956. 

Gocleau's "Orpheus"- /1
/ .. 

Next AI Playhouse .~ :· C_,· ( ; : • 

Jean Cocteau's modern comedy "Or-
pheus", recently performed in New 
York off Broadway, will play at the 
Provincetown Playhouse Monday, Au-
gust 20th .thtrough Saturday, August. 
25th, following the Saturday night 
closing of Enid Bag:Mld's "The Chalk 
Garden." 

First translated into English and' 
published in 1927, "Orpheus" will be 
presented in a new unpublished trans-
lation made for the Poet's Theatre in 
Cambridge by George Montgomery. 
Mr. Montgomery, poet and ar.tist, is a.. 
member of the Poet's Theatre com-
pany and his tr·anslation of "Orpheus·~ 
was performed -there last May under 
the direction of Edward Thommen 
who directs .the Playhouse production. 

In the leading ·role of Orpheus will be 
Geoffrey Lafayette, Last seen at the 
Playhouse as Goff in ''The Gentle 
People." Playing opposite him, as his 
wife Eurydice, will be Anne Howard, 
currently on stage as Olivia in ''The 
Chalk Garden." 

Robert Beatey, currently playing 
Maitland the butler in "The Chalk 
Garden", will be seen as Heurtebise. 
the very strange and somewhat 

.,.,.,1 magical glass-cutter in "Orpheus". 
Death, in a beautiful and modetrn 

conception, will be played by Virginia 
Thoms, co-manager of the Playhou;se 
and now playing Miss Madrigal in 
"The Chalk Garden." Her two assis-
tants will be played by Fred Levy and 
Jay Shuchter, who played Jonah and 
Lamanowitz in "The Gentle People." 

Robert C. Lee , playing the judge this 
week, will appear as the police commis-
sioner in "Orpheus" with Alex Wolf-
son as .his clerk. Mr. Wolfson is in 
charge of properties for the show 
while Mr. Lee handles the lighting and 
stage managing. The set has been de-
signed by Jackson Barry and costumes 
by Anne Howard . 

Much as the "unseen" Pinkbell in 
"The Chalk Garden" will be Judith 
Steffan playing the horse in "Or-
pheus." 

.' . ' . •;:·\ · 

"'Orpheus" ~ext , / 
'' (:' . .' At Playhorl~e .. 

The modern tragi-comedy "Or-
pheus", by Jean Cocteau, great 
French satirical and poetic drama-
tist, will be seen at the Province-
town Playhouse on-the-Wharf 
Monday, ·August 20, through Sat-
urday, August 25. Enid Bagnold's 
"The Chalk Garden" will play 
through Saturday of this week. 

In "Orpheus", Cocteau has tak-
en an ancient myth of gods and 
goddesses and presented it on 
stage as a contemporary scene 
with modern .young people, while 
still including the magical aspects 
of the legends. " The impression 
which the Paris theatre of the 
'twenties and early 'thirties makes 
at this distance is that of extra-
ordinary imaginative freedom and 
luxury," Francis Fergusson said 
of Cocteau in "The Idea Of A 
Theatre". 

Under the direction of Edward 
Thommen, the Playhouse will 
present the play in a new unpub-
lished translation by George Mont-
gomery, poet and artist and a 
member of the Poets' Theatre in 
Cambridge. The title role of Or-
pheus will be played by Geoffrey 
Lafayette with Anne Howarrl as 
his wife, Eurydice. Miss Howard 
and Mr. Lafayette have played as 
a team several times this season, 
including "The Great Divide'' and 
"The Gentle People". 

The role of Heurtebise, the glass 
cutter, will be taken by Robert 
Beatey, currently playing Mait-
land, the comedy role in "The 
Chalk Garden" . 

,··:·.>.:,: 

Virginia Thoms, now playing a 
piut in "The Chalk Garden" iiJ. 
which she escapes from death, 
will play Death in "Orpheus". 
Fred Levy, who played Jonah in 
"The Gentle People" and Jay 
Shuchter, who is best remember-
ed as Yank in "S. S. Glencairn", 
will act as Death's two assistants. 

Robert C. Lee, the Judge in this 
week's play, will appear as the 
pompous Police Commissioner in 
"Orpheus". Mr. Lee also handles 
the lighting. Alex Wolfson will ! 
play his clerk and is also in 
charge of properties. Judith Stef-
fan, Laurel in "The Chalk Gar-
den", will take on the role of the 
horse n!fXt week. 

Beatrice Paipert, Cambridge 
sculptor who has had exhibitions 
all over New England, has done 
the head of Orpheus used in this 
production. 

The set design is by Jackson 
Barry and costumes by Anne How-
ard. . ·· 

· Aftei: the ~lose o_f "Orpheus" ~ 
the Playhouse will · have as the 
last offering of the season, Eugene 
O'Neill's "Ah, Wilderness". Two 

·extra performances of this pro-
duction on Sunday, September 2, 
and Monday, September 3, will be 

' actor's benefit performances. 



Cape-tip Players Interpret 
~Symbolic Drama With Skill 

PROVINCETOWN, Aug. 21-Eurydice, and their guardian 
A recurring weakness in reper{angel, Heurtbise, who is dis-
tory Summer theaters is the I guised as a glass setter. 
over-ambitious seleCtion of rna- As Orpheus, Geoffrey Lafay-
terial which is over the heads ette had a bit of difficulty 
of the players. Not so with the warmi ·t th · h small company at the Province- ng up o e part m t .e · 
town Playhouse, which special- first scene, but . handled It 
izes in pulling this sort of iron effectively thereafter. His loyad 
out of the fire ., " , wife was portrayed by the lovely 

Je~!l Co.cteau .s Orpheus was Anne Howard, who is playing 
the case m pomt last mght at this week despite a chipped bone 
the. playhouse on the Wharf, in her elbow result of an acci-
~nd although most . of the cast dent on Sunday · 
IS rather young, Its members · 
were obviously familiar and at ~~e captured the e:phemeral 
ease with the material in a new spint of the _role, which calls 
translation by George Montgom- for her to vacillate . b~tween life, 
ery. death and the spiritual world 

This is a typical Cocteau con- between. I 
coction, a comedy, dealing with As the glass setter who be- l 
a young emotional poet, Or- friends Eurydice at. the darkest . 
pheus, and his search for Truth. hour of her marnage, Robert 
He is accompanied on the ver- Beatey easily · outshines . his as-
bal journey by his adoring wife sociates here, doing it with a _ __: _ _ _:__::__ ____ ---' rack full of glass panes on his 

back throughout the story. Play-
house manager Virginia Thoms 
was an unusual cross between · 
Mephistopheles and Vampira in l 
both costume and portrayal in l 

lher role as Death. 
In the lesser roles, all of which ! 

had good lines, Robert C. Lee 
stood out as the officious Police ! 
Commissioner. H is assistant, play-
ed by Alex Wolfson, kep t the 
audience 's attention divided be-
tween them during the last 
scenes. Jay Shuchter and Fred-
erick Levy played Death'i; maca-

• bre helpers. 1 
Judith Steffan was superb as 

the Horse, although she failed to 
answer a curtain call, and Stan-

l
ley Spector's haunting recorded 
tom-tom and cymbal solos put 

!
the audience in the proper frame 
of mind throughout. R.A.M. 



WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1956 
) ; ! .-"; .... ' 

O'Neill Play To Be Final I Jackson Barry: in his firs~ m ajor role I 
of the season, w1ll play R1chard. Mr. 

Production At Playhouse Barry has designed most of the sets 
this year and last appeared on stage 

Eugene O'Neill's "Ah, Wilderness," as the Judge in "The Gentle People." 
called "a beguiling play" at its opening. The entire acting company will be 
in New York in 1933, will be the last on stage in this final production in-
production this season at the Prov- eluding Edward Thommen, who ex-
incetown Playhouse on-the-Wharf, and ohanges directing for acting for the 
will open next Monday, August 27th, second time this season. He will ap-
and play through Monday, Labor Day, pear as Nat Miller. Catharine Hunt-
September 3rd. ington, last seen as Mrs. St. Maugham 

Special Actor's Benefit pel'formances in "The Chalk Garden," will play Mrs. 
will be given on Sunday and Monday, Miller. Lily, Mr. Miller's sister, will be 
September 2 and 3. The proceeds from played by Anne Howud, oorrently 
these two nights are divided among playing Eurydice in "Orpheus." 
the acting company as an end-of-sea- The part of Uncle Sid Davis will be 
ron bonus. taken by Robert C. Lee who is seen as 

It has been claimed, as with several the Police Commissioner this week. 
of Eugene O'Neill's plays, that "Ah, Heidi Zimmerli and Geoffrey Lafay-
Wilderness" Is partly autobiographical. ette have parts as the other children in 
The character of Richard is much the Miller family, Mildred and Arthur. 
akin to O'Neill himself when he was a Mr. McComber and his daughter 
dreamy, romantic boy in the home of Muriel will be played by Alex Wolfson 
his father and mother. The story is and Judith Steffan. Others in the 
that of a sensitive and poetic youth, 
st'ruggldng to grow in a world where 
adults have forgotten, for a while, their 
own youthful dreams. 

cast include Beatrice Pa ipert as Nora, 
the maid; John Bumstead as Wint; 
Frederick Levy as the salesman; and 
Jay Shuchter as the bartender. 

Virginia Thoms, who directed The translation by George Mont-
O'Neill's "S. S . Glencairn" earlier in gomery of the current production of 
the season, again directs. Miss Thoms, "Orpheus", which was presented for 
currently playing Death in "Orpheus" the first time by the Poets' Theatre in 
Wlill also take the part of Belle next I Cambridge, will be published this fall 
week. by Wallace Fowlie. 

--------------------~~~============================· 



--II ,,/) ,)_ .. - ' () ... 
"Orpheus" Elegantly ~~~t·~;"r~n-~e-· th~~,fi~~l 'traged:;.· · J~t ti'sJ n~t 

forget the horse, the d~abo llca l but 
Presented At Playhouse I sensitive horse which, as. played by 

J·ud1th Steffan, endears himself to the 
The presentation of "Orpheus" by audience to the extent that one re-

t.h e Provincetown Playhouse, which grets to see him take his bow from the 
opened last Monday night, leaves the back of the stage. 
impression of an ambitious undertak- The crude message uttered by this 
ing· el~crant.Jy carried out. To recreate prophetic animal in Cocteau's sui·-
the sense of wonder is probably the rea list a llegory seems to have present-
highest achievement of the stage, per-! ed, in th e English adaptation, a prob-
haps its essentia l task; but to succeed !em which the translator, George I 
with a modern audience, an appeal to Montgomery, could not solve quite : 
the sense of wonder must be tempered adequately. · Apa.rt from this miner ~ 
with poetry and humor, translated in- deta il , his tr anslation runs extremely 
to dramatic idiom through the artistic smoothly and seems to prove its excel-
symbolism and tactful stylization. This jlence by the very direct way in which ! 
is a most difficult undertaking which· it reaches the audlience. -J. L. Salva:-1 l 
the cast of "Orpheus", under the able 1 
direction of Edward Thommen, worked 
out most successfully on their opening 
night before a highly appreciative full 
house. 

There is indeed much to be com-
mended in their performance, one of 
the most billiant we remember having 1 
.seen at t he Playhouse. The sound ef- i 
fects and the clean-cut set, excellently : 
designed to evoke the right atmos-
phere, the lighting and costumes, 
-discreetly but thoroughly appropriate, 
a certain unobtrusive stylisation of ges-
tures combined with an easy elocution 
on the part of most actors, a light but 
skillful touch in the treatment of i 
supernatural themes, a humorous j 
treatment which does not quite con-/ 
cea.l the gravity of certa in thoughts or i 
themes, a ll combine to make of this I 
well-integrated presentation a spec-
tacle wh ich everyone can enjoy. The 1 

scenes, in quick succession, arouse I 
amusement, aesthetic pleasure, the I 
sense of mystery, plain laughter, or I 
deep thoughts. \ 

The tr io of Geoffrey Lafayette, in 
ihe part of Or pheus, Anne Howard, in 
t h e part of Eurydice, and Robe:·t 
Eea tey, in the part of Heurtebise, is 
particulary effective in r endering the ! 
-poetic beauty of certain symbolic I 
scenes; Virginia Thoms plays the part 
of Death with impressive and somber . 
dignity while Jay Shuchter and Fred-
erick Levy, h er aids, offer some comic I 
relief; Robert Lee, as the police com-
missioner, and Alex Wolfson, his clerk, -
go even further, perhaps further than 
.necessary, in their efforts to counter-/ 



Unusual Play.--
At Playhouse '~ .. 

"Orpheus" by Jean Cocteau at 
the Playhouse this week, is ' in-
~eed a most unusual play. While 

, m eff~ct d~amatic, it is so richly ; 
overlaid With comedy, both broad ~· 
and subtle, it just makes good 
"theatre" and excellent entertain-
ment · Added to the former ele-
ments is a collection of "magic" 
effects that are at times really 
startling, carrying out the super-
natural aspects of the play. 

Virginia Thoms as Death brought . 
to the part her well known glam- · 
our but with such ominous over- , 
tones as befitted the role. 
· Illustrating the old axiom, "the 
show must go on", Anne Howard 
gave a lively and sympathetic per-
forman.ce of Eurydice with a chip-

' ped elbow, suffered in an accident 
I the night ~fore. I Geoffrey Lafayette as Orpheus 

I 
~he young poet looked very well , 
m the part. 

Robert Beatey as Heurtebise 

I 
t~e unsuspected angel, gave ~ 
kmdly and understanding por-

I 
trayal. 

.R~bert C. Lee as Police Com-
missiOner and Alex Wolfson as 
Clerk gave outstanding perform-
ances. Wolfson 's ability to create 
character and atmosphere is un-

1

1 usual. 
A good show, an evening well 

, spent. 

' )..t -i · \ \ .... t' 2. 'i -,, Ah Wilderness" ' . 

At Playhouse 

1.. ·· ~·--: ' _J /~ ( -"' 

of.! Na't Miller in "Ah, Wilderness" . \ 
Catharine Huntington, co-manag-
er of the theatre and last seen as 
Mrs. St. Maugham in "The Chalk 
Garden," plays Mrs. Miller. 

The entire company of the Prov- Interestingly eno·ugh, one of the\ 
incetown Playhouse on-the-Wharf acting company at the Playhouse 
will be on stage for Eugene 0'- this year, Anne Howard, is a des-
Neill's "Ah, Wilderness" the las t cendent of Elder Brewster who; 
production of the 1956, season. many years ago arrived on the 1 
Following the Saturday night clos- Mayflower and was one of the 
ing of Jean Cocteau's "Orhpeus", signers of the Mayflower Compact : 
the O'Neill offering opens Monday, in Provincetown Harbor. Miss : 
August 27, and plays through Howard, currently on stage as 1 
Monday, September 3. E~rydi~e in "Orpheus", plays Lily~· 

The special Sunday and ·Monday M11ler m "Ah, Wilderness". · 
performances of "Ah, Wilderness" Robert C. Lee, now playing the· 
are Actors' Benefit nights. This Police Commissioner, will play I 
is a traditional repertory custom Uncle Sid Davis in the O'Neill ! 
which is seldom used in other production. Mr. Lee is also in 
summer theatres. The entire pro- charge for lighting all shows Alex 
ceeds from the two performances Wolfson, who plays the clerk this 
are divided among the actors as week, takes on the role of Mr. 
an end of season bonus and many McComber next week while J .u-
persons make a- point of attending. dith Steffan plays his daughter 
the theatre on one of these nights. Muriel. 

"Ah, Wilderness" has been call- Others in the cast include Geof-
ed O'Neill's first attempt at a play frey Lafayette as Arthur, Heidi 
about everyday people in every- Zimmerli as Mildred, Jay Shuch-
day family life and New York au- ter as the bartender, Frederick 
diences in 1933 found America's Levy as the saleman, John Bum-
first playwright completely cap- stead as Wint and Beatrice Pai-
able of the n ecessary tender un- pert as Nora. 
derstanding of sensitive youth. The The one member of the company 
story centers around Richard a who does not take a role in "Ah 
young boy impressed by life ~nd y."ilderness" is Robert Beatey, wh~ 
poetry, struggling to grow in a ts playing Heurtebise this week. 
world in which the adults have Mr. Beatey will leave Province-
forgotten their own youthful town before the end of the sea-
dreams. son to take a part which was cast 

Jackson Barry, who directed by his local draft ·board and will 
this same play in Highfield, plays next be seen in the United States 
Richard next week . avrr. Barry Army. 
has been responsible for most of Virginia Thoms, currently ap -
the scene designs this summer pearing as Death in "Orpheus" ' 
and will be playing his fi~st major directs the O'Neill play and take; 
role of the season. the part of Belle. Miss Thoms is I 

Edward Thommen, who has dir-l a!so responsible for the set de-
ected all but the O'Neill plays at stgns. 
the Playhouse, takes on the role I 



pacitJJ iuilience :. At 
ayhouse Applauds . 

"' () . ) / .. · . . 
ne Production- . · 

I of the general maid, Nora. of the family, was equally marvellous, 
All sorts of 1ihings h appen on t:1i3 and the two, in their many scenes to-

particular Fourth of July : Nat and gether, wer e funny a nd touc'hing a t 
Uncle Ed -return from the picnic, just the same time. Robert C. Lee's par-
in t ime for the lobster dinner, and trayal of Uncle Sid was master ly; h ere 
Uncle Ed, t rue to form, is a little th e was the sweet tempered, loving but ir-

'he last week of the Provincetown worse for we ar, but in a most comic r esponsible middle aged playboy to the 
yhouse season was gloriously ush- sta te. Aunt Lily, once more, is r e- life. 

:d in on Monday nig'h t wi th Eugen e duced to tears and retires to the par - The big- and delightful-surprise of 
-'l'eill's comedy "Ah, Wilderness." A lor. Young Richard, whose gi<rl friend the evening w.as ·that of J ackson Barry, 
) acity audience chuckled, laughed, Muriel, has thrown him over- due to playing the role of the boy, Richa.nL 
;:>lauded and appeared to be h avin:; her father's ord~rs-is in ~espair ;. he 1 This was his firstoprortun~ty this sea-
- time of its life as this fam ily por - tries to drown h1s sorrows m a ft<rst \ son to play a maJor part ; 1t happened 
li t was unveiled . juvenile visit .to the loc.al honkey tonk, to be one of the most difficult types in 
r he play, which t ells the story of the where Belle, a f!aslhy lady of th e the theatre-teen age youth-and h e 
iller family whose home is in a streets, m akes an a ttempt to "warm emerged as a young actor of great 

3- rge small-town in New England," him up" as she says to the bartender . talent and appeal. He was equally at 
,.)ens on the .t;norning of July 4, 1906, Richard arrives home, finally, after the h ome in th e hilarious scene in the 
ith the whole family making plans whole family, particularly his mother, honkey-tonk and his wild return to his 
>r celebrating the grea t day. In that has been worrying about him. After home ; in the wonderful scene when: 
ng ago e<ra, the Fowrt h was really h e puts in an appearance, drunk, th e fath er, Nat, tries to teach the boy I 

.lmething; Nat Miller , head of t he dishevelled and his face plaste-red wi th the facts of life , and in the last lovely . 
:t.mily, and Uncle Sid Davis a re lick- lipstick, he is banished to bed, while scene, on th e beach , with his girl friend 
ng their chops i n anticipation of the each member of the family puts in his Muriel. I' 

Lfternoon "men only" annual picnic, two- cents worth as to wh a t punish- Heidi Zimmerli, in the part of 
1 

vhere the beer will freely flow . Aunt ment should be handed out. In the end, Mildred, t h e young daughter , was de- i 
"'ily Miller, the spinster school teach- Richard and Muriel are reconciled ; ligh tful and Geoffrey Lafayette very 
; r, looks forward-but a little appre- Aunt Lily forgives Uncle Sid; Nat and good as Arthur, the "Yale man". Anne 
hensively~to 1ihe evening fi'reworks; 
3id, Mrs. Miller's bibulous brother and 
man about town, and Lily's long time 
beau has promised to take her. The 
Miller youngsters, Arthur, a "Yale 
m:m", daughter Mildred, and teen age 
Richard a ll have their own plans. Ml's. 
Miller, Essie, is busy as usual, running 
the household with the dubious help 

-- - ---~ 

Essie are happy that Richard has fore-
sworn the fleshpots forever, and th e 
curtain descends on Nat and Essie, 
arms around each other, looking ba ck. 
on the happy past, but agreeing that 
the present is best. 

Howard gave a fine performance as 
Aunt Lily , and Virg inia Thoms made 

1 
Belle a ver y seductive character ; she 
was very funny i-n the scene in t he ; 
honkey tonk. Beatrice Paipert was j 
hilarious as the blundering maid, 1 

In "Ah, Wilderness", O'Neill was Nora . In her one scene, Judith Stef- j 
writing at the top of his fo r m; the play fan as Muriel, gave a lovely, moving· 
proves what a master of comedy, ri S j performance. 
well as tragedy, the great pla ywright, Alex Wolfson as her fathe-r, David 
was. This is a superlatively funny McComber, was a real, tightlipped, 

I play; it is a lso a beautiful a nd tender stern Yankee. John Bumstad, as Wilt 
play ; how well O'Neill knew tlhe hu- Selby, the other sophistica ted "Yale j 
man hear>t. And his portrayal of a m an", Jay Shuchter as the Bartender , 
boy, on the verge of m anhood, with a ll and Frederick Levy as the salesman I 
his high aspirations and dreams, h is a ll were ex.ecllent in small parts. 
comic inconsistencies, is one of the best Virgin1a Thoms is to be hear t ily con-
pictures of youth ever written for the gr a tulated on an imagina tive and fast 
theatre. moving job of directing, a lso on h er 

The Playhouse Compa ny gave a set design . The costumes by Anne 

I 
rea lly terr ific per formance of the play; Howard were charming, and added 
it is a t emptation to go overboard m much to th e authentic atmosphere of 
writing about it. Edward Thommen, the production . We on ly wish "Ah, 

I the r egula r company director, in the Wilderness" h ad been presented earlier 
role of Nat Miller, was mar vellous; h e in the season, so we might have th e 

I 
built the character with a hun drr ed pleasure of seeing this wonderful pro-
small, telling touches, so tha t you fe lt duction again . Come to tJhink of it, we 
you knew Nat Miller as an old frien d. can pay another visit to the theatre 

! The performance of Cath arine Hunt- some t ime this week. The play will b~ i I ington, as Essie, Nat 's wife a nd mother h eld over through Labor Day evening, I 
which will be the the last performanc~. 

The performances o.f Sunday, Sep -
tember 2, and of Labor Day evening, [ 
the 3rd, will be special Actors' Benefit 
performances. - H . B . 

- ~· 
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Members Make Plans 
For Winter Activities 

The Provincetown Playhouse season 
is drawing to a close with five 
formances of Eugene O'Neill's 
Wilderness" left on the schedule. 

per-
"Ah, 
41Ah, 

Wilderness" opened Monday and will 
play through Labor Day, with Sun-
day, September 2 and Monday, Sep-
tember 3 as special Actors' Benefit 
performances. 

When the final performance is given 
and the final curtain call taken, the 
Playhouse company will clean, pack 

j and lock the Theatre and be off to 

I various parts of the country to begin 
their winter schedules. Catharine 1 

· Huntington, co-manager of the Play- ' 
house and seen as Mrs. Miller in the \ 
current play, will retum to Cambridge 1 
where she is a member of the Board of 
Directors, in charge of Public Rela-
tions and one of the acting company 
at the Poets' Theatre. 

Virginia Thoms, also co-manager of 
the Playhouse and director of the 

,~ t O'Neill play, will take her household 
J. and return to New York City to find a 

new residence. Since the arrival of a 
baby last March, her New York apart-~ 
ment is no longer large enough for the 

·fu~~. I 
Edward Thommen, who has directed 

most of the Playhouse productions I 
this summer a nd is now playing Nat f 
Miller in "Ah, Wilderness," will go to I 
Cambridge on contract as resident 
director of the Poets' Theatre, a posi-
tion he has held since 1953. Mr. Thorn-\ 
men will a lso give acting classes in 
Cambridge this fall. 

J ackson Barry, who plays the leadin§ 
role of Richard this week, pla ns tc 
hold classes in acting in New York 
City, while completing h is book on 
methods of acting. 

Several of the company will return 
to the old actors 'stamping grounds in 
New York City to pursue their careers, 
visit producers ann agents, audition 
for parts a nd d1·ink endless cups of 
coffee at corner drug stores. Among; 
these are Wrederick Levy, now playing ' 
the salesman; Anne Howard, seen as · 

1 Aunt Lily ; Jay Shuchter, playing the I 
I bartender , and Judith Steffan , playing i 
i Muriel in "Ah, Wilderness". Miss \ 
\ Howard will continue her ac ting class· , 
! es \vhile Miss Steffan studies with : 

I 
I 
I 

Wynn Handeman. 
Robert C. Lee, .currently playing 

Uncle Sid. willleav·e P1·ovincetown with 
his wife Pauline and settle in New 
York City. 

Two of the company, Heidi Zimmerli, 
and Alex Wolfson, return to finish 
their formal education. Miss Zimmerli, 
curr ently playing Mildred, will study 
acting with Jasper Deeter of the 
Hedgerow Theatre in Philadelphia. Mr. 
Wolfson , playing Mr. McComber in the 
O'Neill play, goes back ·to Emmerson 
College where he will gradua te with a 
major in acting in the spring. 

Beatrice Paipert, now playing Nora, 
will teach sculpture at the Adult Cen-
ter in Cambridge, exhibit her own 
work in the New England Sculptor.>'] 
Association and work with the Poets'! 
Theatre. Geoffrey Lafayette, seen 
this week as Arthur, will a lso be with 

I the Poets' Theatre and work on his de-
gree at Harvard. 

Actors as well as management have 
seen a successful season at the P lay - l 
house this summer. Managers Cath-
arine Huntington and Virginia Thoms 
will spend the winter reading plays 
and auditioning actors for next sea -

l son wh ile the Playhouse On-The-
Wharf sits boarded up m mothballs 
and covered with snow. 
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ln" Ah~ Wilder:t;u~~s ~~ 
i 1 B~ Observer :;;.o //.-y-1 

. J \'- "' ( tt ~--'" - . /9-St,; f 
In the current offering, the·· Eu-

!Provincetown Players Regard 
1956 Season as Banner Year 

gene O'Neill play "Ah, Wilder-
ness," the company at ' the Play-
house-on-the..:Wharf is covering 
itself, both collectively and in-

PROVINCETOWN, Sept. 6- from the Poet's Theater in Can 
The 1956 season of the Province· bridge. 

dividually, · with fitting . glory· for 
the season's <;lose. With the part-
ing of the first curtain, applause 
began, for once again the artistry 
of the set designer was apparent. 
Direction throughout the play was 
excellent. Atmosphere was con-
stantly m aintained and each per-
former's grasp of the character 
assigned and his or her exposi-
tion of the role was exceptionally 
good. · 

Edward Thommen as ·Nat ·Mil-
ler gave · a wonderful demonstra-
tion of the value of the well plac-
ed pause, accenting his points and 
getting entirely away from the 
hurried reading of his part that 
always leaves one wondering if 
the actor · is afraid of forgetting · 
his lines before he can get them 
said. An excellent portrayal. 

Catharine Huntington as Essie 
Miller has a tailor-made part for 
her particular talent and was an 
of the solicitous mother the role 
demanded, with the comedy' 
touches peeping through as though 
shy of appearing frl.volous. 

1 Geoffrey Lafayette as Arthur Anne Howard as Lilly Miller, . 
and Heidi Zimmerli as Mildred the "old-maid" sister not only I 

! had less outstanding parts but got gave a most excellent · perform-\ 

I
, out -of them all the parts ~ad to \ ance of the role but her make-up 
offer. Jackson Barry as Richard :was about as near to t echnical 
and Judith Steffan as Muriel Me- perfection as one could ask. 
Comber, furnished the "young Al W lf D ·d M ' · " · . ex o son as avi c-love mterest and were qmte con- 1 vincing as the two young people Comber, as usua , ga ve _a per-
trying to find their wa into life. fo:mance that l~ft llttle, If any-

. Y . I thmg ,to be desired. John Bum-
. Robert C. Lee ~s Sid Davis, the · stead as Wint Selby took full ad-

bibulous uncle, did a top hole job vantage of every opportunity a 
all through. rather small role g~ve. 

Virginia Thoms as Belle and 
Beatrice Paipert as Nora, I am 
going to .consider under one head-
ing for the simple r eason tha t 
their individual performances, 
their makE:-. UP . and their recep-
tion by the audience, left one 
wondering if there was any pos-
sible way that they could have 
been better. 

That leaves Jay Shuchter as 
Bartender and Fred Levy as Sales-
man, two denizens · of the dive · 
where Belle hung out, had parts 
that were in but one scene but 
both did the workmanlike job 
that one h as come to expect of 
them. 

This is definitely one you should 
not miss. 

town Playhouse, which closed As customary at the end of t1 
Monday night, was in many ways season, former company me n . . j bers returned for the last pc 
the most successful m the hiS· formances and the "end-of-t!1 
tory · of the Pla·yhouse, Catharine \season" party. Thomas Clam: 
Huntington, co- manager, an- returned from his season wit 
nounced today. the Welle~l~y Theater on th 

The improvement over last Green; Wilham . Roberts, seen 
season was evident by mid-July and costume designer, also fr OJ 
when the performances began t~ Wellesley, and his. wife, ~an • 
sell-out during the run of Irwin R?berts, n?W special ass1sta' 
Shaw's "The Gentle People." with MCA m New York. 
Except for Thursday nights, Also here were Tom Newt• 
there were almost continuous and his Wife, Anne Gerety, bo 
sell-outs for all the plays sched- of whom ~re under contract ne 
uled, including the two which season wtth the Cle':e~and Pi< 
were brought back for second house. Many. other VISitors can 
weeks, "The Chalk Garden" and to the Cape-tip at_tracted by ~1 
"The Gentle People." The larg- P~ayhouse af!d ,Its connechr 
est return came from the two With the Poets 'I heater. 
weeks of "The Chalk Garden." . Plans for ano_ther seaso~ w 

Close to this in audience in- mclude the contmued asso_c1atic 
terest was the O'Neill cycle, "S.S. of Edward Thommen as direct< 
Glencairn." During Ibsen's play and return of several actors 
"The Lady From the Sea," which the present company. Disp<;~sit i · 
met with warm response, a di- of th_e playhouse. pla~t Is t 
rector from the State Theater in qu~stion at h~md smce Its ownc 
Oslo, Norway, Ste.in Bugge, came f!:emnc~ Pfeiffer .. may _not cr 
from Boston purposely to see this !mue his connectiOns with P r< 
production which he had not I~cetown, but stay m St. Aug 
seen played in Norway. He vis- _t_m--'e,__;F_la_. _________ _ 
ited Provincetown for the first 
time and stayed several days. 

Popular in Canada 
A larger number of ticket's 

were sold to Up-Cape visitors 
than in any previous year, par-
ticularly on Fridays and Satur-
days, and there was a notice-
able increase In attendance 
from Canadian visitors . Travel 
agencies in Montreal wrote for 
reservations repeatedly, no mat-
ter what was scheduled. 

The ~layhouse company worked 
. under some difficulty this season, 
: because of losir1g one character 
1 actress, while two apprentices 
i were obliged to withdraw be-
~ause of health. An additional 

(apprentice, John Bumstead, from 
fBoston University Theater De-
'partment, was signed for part-
ltime. 
I The end of the season saw only 
'nine of the original 13 members 
:on full-time, since the actor and 
·box office manager Robert Bea-
• tey was called to Army service 
just before the final week. 

· Three new members were add-
ed, among them Paulina Lee, wife 
of actor and lighting director 
Robert Lee, and Beatrice Paipert, 
actress, sculptress and dancer ... 
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