The Provincetown Playhouse

On the Last of the Old Whaling W harves

1956 SEASON

“THE LADY FROM THE SEA”

By HENRIK IBSEN

July 16 - July 21

Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30

Coming July 23 - 28
“S. S. GLENCAIRN”
By Eugene O’Neill

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford



FOR FINEST FOOD

Duncan Hines recommends
for the gathering place of your friends

T BV ERBREE /T,

overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor
429 Commercial Street

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9:30

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE
ON THE WHARF

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first
to recognize the genius of Eugene O’Neill, acknowledged as the leading
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse’s wharf where that company
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own
works in their own way, performed O’Neill’s first play, “Bound East
For Cardiff” in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again
be played here this season—in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of
O’Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf.

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are,
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield,
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence.

Beauty Individually Y ours

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE 459 High Street
285 Commercial Street West Medford Square
Provincitown Medford

Prov. 511 HAIR STYLIST MYstic 8-3240

ANNETTE BERGSON e

(In The Flower Shop around the corner)

248 Commercial Street -
au'y,inald in jewelaq

See our window displays bere in the theatre lane during intermission

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a
minor role the next.

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is
necessary for actors to take technical and production duties, exercising
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition.
Opportunity is given to those in the company who wish to develop as
directors and designers.

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O’Neill
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs,
and letters of his time on special exhibit.

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest.

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and
props part of each day.

INDIA JAVA
PA LA BAT[ K BALI AFRICA
original Batik fabrics TURKEY PERSIA

389 Commercial St. JAPAN SIAM

A wee bit different! W !t Z

BREAKFAST — LUNCH — DINNER
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill




BEFORE THE SHOW
AFTER THE SHOW - - - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers’ hangout

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP

246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building

I
I
)
|

Studio Shop

— Open Year 'Round —
COMPLETE LINE OF

ARTISTS’ SUPPLIES

441 COMMERCIAL STREET
EAST END

“THE LADY F OM THE SEA” Costumes ,..........ca Anne Howard

By Henrik Ibsen
Directed by Ed‘l;vard Thommen

Wit oy i R B AR Robert Lee

CAST
LA CHTEN S BV A o oo, SEURCAR GBS S RIRRIEA S B TS O Alex Wolfson
A0 ] B B AN s e SRR ST 1, BN SRS A A0 Heidi Zimmerli —
NS TR A TN e B, O ivae vebios sl wmmtb s Jackson Barry -
Il R et ORI L Ll s, sl o M e Judith Steffan-. .
ST B A e Dot SRR S Uy S SRR et o S o T BT Fred Levy-
A ROR BV I O (AT SN T ) 1 A R Robert Lee -
VL LA D) el et G SRR 0 (O M I R PO Virginia Thoms -
BN GBI, e Geoffrey Lafayette ~—
TOURISTS and TOWNSPEOPLE .....cccoos vt nvsorasnes Catharine Huntington,

Anne Howard, Jay Shuchter, Robert Beatey,
Joanna Hutchins & X

Tops in casual clothes and footwear

for the ladies— for the men—

JANTZEN MacGREGOR
WHITE STAG VAN HEUSEN
SHIP 'N’ SHORE JANTZEN
KEDETTES KEDS

Mealchmani

opp. Town Hall

a year round store -- no charge for the label

{
i

ACT I
The Garden by Wangel’s House. Noon—Late summer.
ACT II
Scene I: The Prospect, a height above the t¢wn. That night,
Scene II: Another part of Wangel’s garden, by the pond. Almost
evening. The next day.
ACT III
Scene I: By Wangel’s house. Early evening. A day later.
Scene II: The same, late evening.

Designire ctop il N, S0 il S aRaiG. Stasl), S s Jackson Barry
Rroduction Manager ...o..ooitn o, Sl il s i Fred Levy
StapeiManaeeriinil T L A s S e Jay Shuchter
Propertiestiiiiaailete s il 0 SR L R e Sarah Braveman
Patlslic ity Benabal s Al o o 0 Sl o soui b Sl GOt Lo Wendy Reeves
Hiouse" M anagets dtor ., . 0 mehoel - it UIRESat Geoffrey Lafayette

American Dishes and Continental Specialties

Pable’s

CUISINE AU VIN
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N. Y. Post, Gotham Guide
LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5:30 to 10

232 East 58th Street, New York City ___ 193 Commercial Street

Provincetown, Tel 1243-W




AR PROVINCETOWN
ASSOCIATION

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 — Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3

Palm Beach and Provincetown

@ handwoven fabrics

O‘OQI’\IG__

79 Commercial Street

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant

BREAKFAST — LUNCHEON — DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street

THE COMPANY FOR 1956

VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and
Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940.

CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and
Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940.

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN:
Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets’
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946.

FRED LEVY:
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award
Ambherst ’55. Leading roles seasons of 54, ’55. In charge of Production, ’55 season and ’56.

ROBERT BEATEY:
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green ’55, N. Y. production “Aria da Capo”
’56, Poets’ Theatre ’55, ’56. In charge of Box Office, ’56 season.

JACKSON BARRY:
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production.

SARAH BRAVEMAN:
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets’ Theatre Cambridge company since 1952.
In charge of Properties for the season.

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP—250 Commercial Street
THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP
THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP—317 Commercial Street

Provincetown’s Finest

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT

and SEA HORSE INN
(Next to the Playhouse)

W B R e Bl B

Shirts Etcetera

222 Commercial Street
Provincetown 1289

TOBEY ORIGINALS - - - --- AND SO FORTH

ANNE HOWARD: )
Actress with Berkeley Repertory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players,
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley.
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department.
GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE:
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of
Poets’ Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season.
ROBERT C. LEE:
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut, studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season.
ALEX WOL¥SON:
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse,
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of ’55, Poets’ Theatre, Cam-
bridge, 564 and ’56. With production department this season.

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets’
Theatre Company, ’55, ’56. Assistant in costume department.

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director ’54 to ’56. Poets’
Theatre Company ’55, ’56. Production staff.

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity.

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties.

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistant,
production staff.

... AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage)

The Candle Shop

Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of
Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies

FLY

Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inec.
FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS
East Boston 7-6090

Provincetown 240




2 Jown Houde

RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool
on the outdoor Dining Terrace
DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956
June 30 - September 3

THE GREAT DIVIDE

William Vaughn Moody .................... June 30 - July 7

(Special Sunday Performance July 1st)
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9-14
THE LADY FROM THE SEA

Henrvikelbsenc: - - o an i s July 16 - 21
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O’Neill ............ July 23 - 28
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30 - Aug 4
To-Be ANNOUNCEA. ...k cciii..cevusionsoseonsoraneisrmnnes Aug. 6-11
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O’Neill ............ Aug 13-18

IN THE SUMMER HOUSE, Jane Bowles .. Aug. 20 - 25

AH WILDERNESS, Eugene O’Neill .... Aug. 27 - Sept. 3
(Actors’ Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and
Labor Day, September 3rd)

JdNVILS
INID
(4
JOVId

33 Bradford af. lel. 952-W
Classical French Cuisine for Epicures
DINNER 6:00 - 10:30 P. M. LATE SNACK 12 - 2:30

IT’S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT
Che Noel Shops
Provincetown—opposite the theatre Wellfleet—opposite the pier

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE




The Provincetown Playhouse

On the Last of the Old W haling W harves

1956 SEASON

“S. S. GLENGAIRN”
By EUGENE O’NEILL
July 23 - July 28

Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30

Coming July 30 - August 4

“THE CHALK GARDEN”
By Enid Bagnold

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford



FOR FINEST FOOD

Duncan Hines recommends
for the gathering place of your friends

THE ENERBREEY E

overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor
429 Commercial Street

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9:30

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE
ON THE WHARF

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first
to recognize the genius of Eugene O’Neill, acknowledged as the leading
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse’s wharf where that company
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own
works in their own way, performed O’Neill’s first play, “Bound East
For Cardiff”’ in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again
be played here this season—in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of
O’Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf.

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are,
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield,
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence.

Beauty Individually Y ours

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE 459 High Street
285 Commercial Street West Medford Square
Provincttown Medford

Prov. 511 HAIR STYLIST MYstic 8-3240

%l

ANNETTE BERGSON L

(In The Flower Shop around the corner)

%
248 Commercial Street
au’yinali in jewelaq

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in

1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a
minor role the next.

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is
necessary for actors to take technical and production duties, exercising
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition.
Opportunity is given to those in the company who wish to develop as
directors and designers.

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O’Neill
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs
and letters of his time on special exhibit.

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest.

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and
props part of each day.

INDIA JAVA

PA LA BAT[ K BALI AFRICA
original Batik fabrics TURKEY PERSIA
389 Commercial St. JAPAN SIAM

A wee bit different! W gﬁ /!

BREAKFAST — LUNCH — DINNER
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill




BEFORE THE SHOW
AFTER THE SHOW - - - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers’ hangout

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP

246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building

Set Design by Virginia Thoms

“S. S. GLENCAIRN”

By Eugene O’Neill

Studio Shop |

— Open Year 'Round —
COMPLETE LINE OF

ARTISTS’ SUPPLIES

441 COMMERCIAL STREET
EAST END

Lighting by Robert Lee
Costumes by Anne Howard

Directed by Virginia Thoms

CAST
I RISIE Ot el L L SR s A e Edward Thommen —
VTR S SR e S NES St o L e (R MPER o Lo Robert Beatey«"
G OO N g UL L SRRSOl D o d NIl Alex Wolfson -
BlGIDBANIK Lo o ENG I L o i L sy Geoffrey Lafayette
WA Lo L S B e SO L S, Jay Shuchter —
DAVIS .((}.e\ruest oy ALY Kmkeoip) b Fred Levy —
[0 NI S [l e 0 IO 2 P e Y e LT R T Noel Farrand
T GRS RVIRAING o, il e e, R R SRt [ Jackson Barry"
e N0y ey /T TR R IV L NI D LA John Bumstead-
CARMATNG Gl S, B Lk I i SRR RIS Robert LeeY
BICIATGAN o R R REATAN(R. IM@HT Sarah-Braveman —
PEUATRACRIS e I S R O T BB L Joanna Hutchins —
SIS TR - ol I D et L L S Heidi Zimmerli >
VAL G IO Cen's S AN e ¢ 0l S i s LR Wendy Reeves *
ISOSIIEY T LT e e ol S Judith Steffan >

Tops in casual clothes and footwear

for the ladies— for the men—

JANTZEN MacGREGOR
WHITE STAG VAN HEUSEN
SHIP N’ SHORE JANTZEN
KEDETTES KEDS

Mealchmani
opp. Town Hall
a year round store -- no charge for the label

SCENES

PART ONE — The Moon of the Carribees. A forward section of the
main deck of the British tramp steamer Glencairn, at
anchor off an island in the West Indies.

PART TWO — Bound East for Cardiff. The seamen’s forecastle on the
S. S. Glencairn.

PART THREE — In the Zone. The same.

PRODUCTION
BesioniDirector .. .o Al ping Lol s SRRl le, s sies i Virginia Thoms
BreduaetioniVianager . ... o ol JE el SOl S o i Fred Levy
SeasreMana@eyi s b duy o DK 0, WGl sl el L e Wendy Reeves
Braperties ol i U A, QR SR Y Alex Wolfson
Puldie ity fone e e s iy M e ) Wendy Reeves
HousetiManragerizr. bl b i W it LR Geoffrey Lafayette

Foul weather gear, Slickers and Sou’westers courtesy of the Coast
Guard and Mrs. Herman Tasha.

e,

American Dishes and Continental Specialties

Pable’s

CUISINE AU VIN
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N. Y. Post, Gotham Guide
LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5:30 to 10

232 East 58th Street, New York City s 193 Commercial Street
Provincetown, Tel 1243-W

PROGRAM CORRECTION

................... Beatrice Paipert



AR PROVINCETOWN
ASSOCIATION

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 — Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3

Palm Beach and Provincetown

handwoven fabrics

79 Commercial Street

@
obenia___
THE COMPANY FOR 1956

VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and
Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940.

CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and
Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940.

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN:
Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets’
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946.

FRED LEVY:
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award
Ambherst '55. Leading roles seasons of 54, ’55. In charge of Production, ’55 season and ’56.

ROBERT BEATEY: ‘
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green ’55, N. Y. production “Aria da Capo”
’56, Poets’ Theatre ’55, ’56. In charge of Box Office, ’56 season.

JACKSON BARRY:
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production.

SARAH BRAVEMAN:
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets’ Theatre Cambridge company since 1952.
In charge of Properties for the season.

Start Your Day Waith A Home-style Breakfast

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant

BREAKFAST — LUNCHEON — DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP—250 Commercial Street
THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP

THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP—317 Commercial Street

Shirts Etcetera

222 Commercial Street
Provincetown 1289

TOBEY ORIGINALS - - - _ .. AND SO FORTH

ANNE HOWARD:
Actress with Berkeley Repertory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players,
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley.
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department.
GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE:
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of
Poets’ Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season.
ROBERT C. LEE:
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut, studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season.
ALEX WOLFSON:
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse,
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of ’55, Poets’ Theatre, Cam-
bridge, ’54 and ’56. With production department this season.

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets’
Theatre Company, ’55, ’56. Assistant in costume department.

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director 54 to ’56. Poets’
Theatre Company ’55, ’56. Production staff.

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity.

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties.

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistant,
production staff.

Provincetown’s Finest

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT

and SEA HORSE INN
(Next to the Playhouse)

... AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage)

The Candle Shop

Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of
Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies

FLY

Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inc.
FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS
East Boston 7-6090

Provincetown 240




w Jown Houde

RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool
on the outdoor Dining Terrace

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956
June 30 - September 3

THE GREAT DIVIDE

William Vaughn Moody .................... June 30 - July 7

(Special Sunday Performance July 1st)
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9-14
THE LADY FROM THE SEA

HeNT IR ID8eN . e isissssisctsininannrsrieinns July 16 -21
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O’Neill ............ July 28 - 28
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30 - Aug 4
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ Aug.6-11
To Be ANNOUNCEA ...coiveirimiseominoreseiasiusiossisese Aug. 13 - 18

IN THE SUMMER HOUSE, Jane Bowles .. Aug. 20 - 25
AH, WILDERNESS, Eugene O’Neill .... Aug. 27 - Sept. 3
(Actors’ Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and
Labor Day, September 3rd)

JdIV.ILS
LNJD
4
JOVId

g ‘i vond W Redlaurani Prancais
33 Lradford &b Ll 952-W ‘
Classical French Cuisine for Epicures
DINNER 6:00 - 10:30 P. M. LATE SNACK 12 - 2:30

IT’S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT
The Noel Shops
Provincetown—opposite the theatre Wellfleet—opposite the pier

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE




The Provincetown Playhouse

On the Last of the Old Whaling W harves

1956 SEASON

“THE CHALK GARDEN”

By ENID BAGNOLD

July 30 - August 4

Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30

Coming August 6 - 11
“THE GENTLE PEOPLE”
By Irwin Shaw

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford



FOR FINEST FOOD

Duncan Hines recommends
for the gathering place of your friends

THIE 'ENVERBREEY |

overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor

429 Commercial Street

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9:30

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE
ON THE WHARF

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first
to recognize the genius of Eugene O’Neill, acknowledged as the leading
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse’s wharf where that company
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own
works in their own way, performed O’Neill’s first play, “Bound East
For Cardiff” in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again
be played here this season—in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of
O’Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf.

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are,
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield,
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence.

Beauty Individually Y ours

459 High Street
West Medford Square
Medford
MYstic 8-3240

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE
285 Commercial Street
Provincatown
Prov. 511

HAIR STYLIST

ol //%

—

ANNETTE BERGSON o

(In The Flower Shop around the corner)

@
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248 Commercial Street
au’ginald in jewel!zq

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a
minor role the next.

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is
necessary for actors to take technical and production duties, exercising
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition.
Opportunity is given to those in the company who wish to develop as
directors and designers.

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O’Neill
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs
and letters of his time on special exhibit.

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest.

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and
props part of each day.

PALA BATIK 1 By

original Batik fabrics TURKEY PERSIA
389 Commercial St. JAPAN SIAM

Walleri

BREAKFAST — LUNCH — DINNER
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill

A wee bit different!




BEFORE THE SHOW
AFTER THE SHOW - - - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers’ hangout

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP

246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building

Set Design by Jackson Barry

3
“THE CHALK GARDEN’’

by Enid Bagnold

Studio.Shop

— Open Year 'Round —
COMPLETE LINE OF

ARTISTS’ SUPPLIES

441 COMMERCIAL STREET
EAST END

Lighting by Robert Lee
Costumes by Anne Howard

Directed by Edward Thommen

CAST
MISS MADRIGAL (FIRST APPLICANT) ...ccccceevennnne Virginia Thoms
VAT N T b L sl LGl R A MR A R A Robert Beatey
SECONDIARPIGTEANT L0l e Ch st ol ek i), Beatrice Paipert
L AT et o O e S S et el i g Judith Steffan
THIRD ARG E ANT o) 0ot L e o dh LI o, L Joanna Hutchins
MRS STIMENTIGEIA N o s st Ll Catharine Huntington
NURSE s saee ) L Wb O e e v Heidi Zimmerli
OLIVILA B i a0 e ol SO SR L LML L Anne Howard
N5 0 U RBE D Y6101 AR D e S G LR e R Robert C. Lee

Tops in casual clothes and footwear

for the ladies— for the men—
JANTZEN MacGREGOR
WHITE STAG VAN HEUSEN
SHIP 'N’ SHORE JANTZEN
KEDETTES KEDS

Moelchmani
opp. Town Hall
a year round store -- no charge for the label

-

TIME: The Present,
PLACE: A room in a manor house, Sussex, England.

ACT I
A day in June.
ACT 1I
Two months later.
ACT III
Twenty minutes later.
PRODUCTION
ProghictiongViama oe st i it b s o, R Fred Levy
Stace SVTamacer e, L roli, SIS e L Geoffrey Lafayette
Bropenties i i AR o I L e e Sarah Braveman
Publieiby 1.5l et b s ane sl s i b s Wendy Reeves
Hbuge iV an s aeren fs s e L e Geoffrey Lafayette

American Dishes and Continental Specialties

Pabla’s

CUISINE AU VIN
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N. Y. Post, Gotham Guide

LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5:30 to 10

232 East 58th Street, New York City 193 Commercial Street
Provincetown, Tel 1243-W

—




AR PROVINCETOWN
ASSOCIATION

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 — Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3

Palm Beach and Provincetown

handwoven fabrics

79 Commercial Street

obenia__

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant

BREAKFAST — LUNCHEON — DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street

THE COMPANY FOR 1956

VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and
Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940.

CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and
Pubile Relations in Provincetown since 1940.

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN:
Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets’
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946.

FRED LEVY:
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award
Ambherst ’55. Leading roles seasons of ’54, ’55. In charge of Production, ’55 season and ’56.

ROBERT BEATEY:
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green ’55, N. Y. production “Aria da Capo”
’56, Poets’ Theatre °55, ’56. In charge of Box Office, *56 season.

JACKSON BARRY:
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production.

SARAH BRAVEMAN:
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets’ Theatre Cambridge company since 1952.
In charge of Properties for the season.

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP—250 Commercial Street
THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP
THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP—317 Commercial Street

Provincetown’s Finest

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT [ |

and SEA HORSE INN
(Next to the Playhouse)

Shirts Etcetera

222 Commercial Street
Provincetown 1289

TOBEY ORIGINALS - - - ---AND SO FORTH

ANNE HOWARD:
Actress with Berkeley Repertory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players,
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley.
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department.
GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE:
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of
Poets’ Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season.
ROBERT C. LEE:
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuek, Connecticut, studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season.
ALEX WOLFSON:
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse,
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of ’55, Poets’ Theatre, Cam-
bridge, ’54 and ’56. With production department this season.

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets’
Theatre Company, ’55, ’56. Assistant in costume department.

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director 54 to ’56. Poets’
Theatre Company ’55, ’56. Production staff.

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity.

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties.

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistant,
production staff.

... AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage)

The Candle Shop

Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of
Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies

FLY

Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inec.
FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS
East Boston 7-6090

Provincetown 240




w. Town Aloude
RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool
on the outdoor Dining Terrace

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956
June 30 - September 3

THE GREAT DIVIDE

William Vaughn Moody ......cccccueuee.... June 30 - July 7

(Special Sunday Performance July 1st)
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9 -14
THE LADY FROM THE SEA

15 el el DO TT o T b e e s SRR July 16 - 21
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O’Neill ............ July 23 - 28
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30 - Aug 4
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ Aug. 6 -11
To Be AnNnounced. i v fttvas. avrmsmmm b Aug. 13 - 18

IN THE SUMMER HOUSE, Jane Bowles .. Aug. 20 - 25

AH, WILDERNESS, Eugene O’Neill .... Aug. 27 - Sept. 3
- (Actors’ Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and
Labor Day, September 3rd)

JdAVLS
INID
e
AOVId

33 Pradford o Gl 952-W
Classical French Cuisine for Epicures

DINNER 6:00 - 10:30 P. M. LATE SNACK 12 - 2:30

IT’S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT
The Noel Shops
Provincetown—opposite the theatre Wellfleet—opposite the pier

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE




The Provincetown Playhouse

On the Last of the Old Whaling W harves

1956 SEASON

“THE GENTLE PEOPLE”

By IRWIN SHAW
Rugust 6 - August 11
Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30

Coming August 13 - 18

“THE CHALK GARDEN
By Enid Bagnold

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford



FOR FINEST FOOD

Duncan Hines recommends
for the gathering place of your friends

BHE “ENS-RBREEZ/T

overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor

429 Commercial Street

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9:30

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE
ON THE WHARF

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first
to recognize the genius of Eugene O’Neill, acknowledged as the leading
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse’s wharf where that company
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own
works in their own way, performed O’Neill’s first play, “Bound East
For Cardiff” in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again
be played here this season—in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of
O’Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf.

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are,
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield,
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence.

Beauty Individually Y ours

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE 459 High Street
285 Commercial Street West Medford Square
Provincrtown Medford

Prov. 511 HAIR STYLIST MYstic 8-3240

ANNETTE BERGSON e

(In The Flower Shop around the corner)

248 Commercial Street

aaic;inald ) ;’ewelaq

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in
19_'38. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a
minor role the next.

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is
necessary for actors to take technical and production duties, exercising
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition.
Opportunity is given to those in the company who wish to develop as
directors and designers.

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O’Neill
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs
and letters of his time on special exhibit.

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest.

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and
props part of each day.

PALA BATIK Ly

original Batik fabrics TURKEY. PERSIA
389 Commercial St. JAPAN SIAM

A wee bit different! W !{t I!

BREAKFAST — LUNCH — DINNER
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill




BEFORE THE SHOW
AFTER THE SHOW - - - .

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers’ hangout

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP

)

Studio Shop

— Open Year 'Round —
COMPLETE LINE OF

ARTISTS’ SUPPLIES

441 COMMERCIAL STREET

246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building EAST END
\ i
€¢ )

ol THE GENTLE PEOPLE .. e 5
Lighfiniecaiissss ... Robert Lee By Irwin Shaw Propeérties ............... Alex Wolfson
Directed by Edward Thommen

ACT 1
CAST Scene 1. Steeplechase Pier, C(ilne%rlslg.nd. A mild winter rlllight.
Scene 2. The living-room of the Goodman home. Later that night.
JONAHEEGDWN AN ........ 08 SR il Fred Levy Scene S BN - Two nights later:
PHITIBESNEAEN(DS .. ..., . s e | L e it Alex Wolfson ACT II
MAGRUDER ............................................................................ RObeI‘t Lee Scene 1' The Iiving_room. Evening’ one month Iater.
STELL ARSI AN ...........l-0l 0L Anne Howard Scene 2. e pier. The followinlg evening.
cene 3. Night Court. An hour later.
ELT LETBH RSN . . ........0000 e s e o .. Robert Beatey Scene 4, The pier. A half hour later.,
HAROEBEGEOUEE: .. . ............... 0 L S S o, Geoffrey Lafayette Scene 5. The steam room of a Turkish bath. Later that night.
FLORENGEREDOTD M AN .......0..... oo WIESEENEI e Virginia Thoms ACT III
ANGEDIBEASHSRPOSITO ...... 00 L s I L L Beatrice Paipert gcene % ’(I;h% pi%ll:l. bThe f’%llowing evelning.
cene 2. ut in the bay. Ten minutes later.
IRERBICADT | (L TR S .ot R Jack Barry Scene 8. Wilemier. One week later, Eoning,
LAMMNAINENAVHERA: .. ... oo simibde rRIIE il ooy Jay Shuchter
POLACEREESEIL, . . .......... b OO SRR o). Robert Lee ’ grodu%taion R HET ... CCRRR .. ........ oo Fred Levy
tage ManabeyBelE. . o . ............ 0ok esEeieiey Judith Steffan
FLAHERTY .ooooovniiiiii s Edw.ard Dodge J sgo ot itauma i) 2D I B S Wendy Reeves
LORETESSMEGNIBARD .........0.00000mmber U Judith Steffan ; House Mansipalllll... .................oo 000 s ut SR Geoffrey Lafayette
[Z

Tops in casual clothes and footwear

for the ladies— for the men—
JANTZEN MacGREGOR
WHITE STAG VAN HEUSEN
SHIP 'N’ SHORE JANTZEN
KEDETTES KEDS

Malchmani

opp. Town Hall

a year round store -- no charge for the label

R e

American Dishes and Continental Specialties

Pablo’s

CUISINE AU VIN
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N. Y. Post, Gotham Guide
LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5:30 to 10

232 East 58th Street, New York City ___ 193 Commercial Street

Provincetown, Tel 1243-W




AR PROVINCETOWN
ASSOCIATION

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 — Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3

Palm Beach and Provincetown

handwoven fabrics

79 Commercial Street

®
O‘DQI’\IG__—
THE COMPANY FOR 1956

VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and
Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940.

CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and
Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940.

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN:
Director. associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets’
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946.

FRED LEVY:
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award
Ambherst ’55. Leading roles seasons of '54, ’55. In charge of Production, ’55 season and ’56.

ROBERT BEATEY:
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green ’55, N. Y. production “Aria da Capo”
’56, Poets’ Theatre ’55, ’56. In charge of Box Office, *56 season.

JACKSON BARRY:
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production.

SARAH BRAVEMAN:
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets’ Theatre Cambridge company since 1952.
In charge of Properties for the season.

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant

BREAKFAST — LUNCHEON — DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP—250 Commercial Street
THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP
THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP—317 Commercial Street

Shirts Etcetera

222 Commercial Street
Provincetown 1289

TOBEY ORIGINALS - - - --- AND SO FORTH

ANNE HOWARD:
Actress with Berkeley Repertory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players,
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley.
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department.
GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE:
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of
Poets’ Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season.
ROBERT C. LEE:
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuek, Connecticut, studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season.
ALEX WOLFSON:
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse,
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of ’55, Poets’ Theatre, Cam-
bridge, ’54 and ’56. With production department this season.

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets’
Theatre Company, ’55, ’56. Assistant in costume department.

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director ’54 to °56. Poets’
Theatre Company ’55, ’56. Production staff.

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity.

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties.

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two -years. Box office assistant,
production staff.

Provincetown’s Finest

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT

and SEA HORSE INN
(Next to the Playhouse)

... AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage)

The Candle Shop

Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of
Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies

FLY

Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inec.
FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS
East Boston 7-6090

Provincetown 240




. Town Houde
RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool
on the outdoor Dining Terrace

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956
June 30 - September 3
THE GREAT DIVIDE
William Vaughn Moody .................... June 30 - July 7
(Special Sunday Performance July 1st)
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9-14
THE LADY FROM THE SEA
R R LI ON ©Loor il e s v canios July 16 - 21
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O NellllY 5 July 28 - 28
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30 - Aug 4
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ Aug. 6-11
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold ...... Aug. 13-18
2 To' Bel Announceds: s Aug. 20-25

E AH, WILDERNESS, Eugene O’Neill .... Aug. 27 - Sept. 3
>~ (Actors’ Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and
] Labor Day, September 3rd)

4
g tl uoud W Reddaurani Francais
33 Pradford o ll. 952-W
Classical French Cuisine for Epicures

DINNER 6:00 - 10:30 P. M. LATE SNACK 12 - 2:30

IT’S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT
The Noel Shops
Provincetown—opposite the theatre Wellfleet—opposite the pier

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE




The Provincetown Playhouse

On the Last of the Old W haling W harves

1956 SEASON

“THE CHALK GARDEN”
By ENID BAGNOLD

August 13 - August 18

Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30

Coming August 20 - 25
“ORPHEUS”

Jean Cocteau’s Modern Comedy

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford



FOR FINEST FOOD

Duncan Hines recommends
for the gathering place of your friends

THE EVERBREEZE

overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor

429 Commercial Street

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9:30

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE
ON THE WHARF

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first
to recognize the genius of Eugene O’Neill, acknowledged as the leading
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse’s wharf where that company
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own
works in their own way, performed O’Neill’s first play, “Bound East
For Cardiff” in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again
be played here this season—in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his
~ works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of
O’Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf.

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are,
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield,
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence.

Beauty Individually Yours

6

459 High Street
West Medford Square
Medford
MYstic 8-3240

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE
285 Commercial Street F
Provincetown l'e

Prov. 511 HAIR STYLIST

4 / %

ANNETTE BERGSON e

(In The Flower Shop around the corner)

248 Commercial Street
aai;inald ) jewel¢¢

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in
19.‘38. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a
minor role the next.

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is
necessary for actors to take technical and production duties, exercising
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition.
Opportunity is given to those in the company who wish to develop as
directors and designers.

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O’Neill
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs
and letters of his time on special exhibit.

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest.

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and
props part of each day.

PALA BATIK X i

original Batik fabrics
389 Commercial St. JAPAN SIAM

Wallens

BREAKFAST — LUNCH — DINNER
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill

TURKEY PERSIA

A wee bit different!




gy I b e i v

— Open Year 'Round —
COMPLETE LINE OF

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP ARTISTS’ SUPPLIES

441 COMMERCIAL STREET
246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building EAST END

\
SECOND ENGAGEMENT

Set Design by Jackson Barry ' il THE CHA LK GA RDEN, . Lighting by Robert C. Lee

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers’ hangout

by Enid Bagnold Costumes by Anne Howard
Directed by Edward Thommen
CAST TIME: The Present.
PLACE: A room in a manor house, Sussex, England.
MISS MADRIGAL (FIRST APPLICANT) ..cccoocevereennnns Virginia Thoms - ACT I — A day in June.
BUAHT, Aoaly R ot Robert Beatey - ACT II — Two months later.
y \ i ACT III — Twenty minutes later.
SECONDIARRIGIC AN s i sl b el i e Beatrice Paipert
LAUREL .............................................................................. Judith Steffan Flowers Courtesy of Mrs. Elmer Greensfelder
THIR D APEITH AT b e e L St i I Lloyd Ely
MRS MR AT b U Catharine Huntington . PROEE TION
G y PROAHEEE M ATAGET .....00 0000000k e IR s ssutig s s sonssrionsssatnkol Fred Levy
g e I Co S ERBRIRUIR TR e R S Heidi Zimmerli SEASERREREIIE DL ..., 0c0unsrisilii I e Geoffrey Lafayette
OLAVEE L o b R Anne Howard Properties ... Alex Wolfson, John Bumstead
- P abIICTRYRIRRTE o B e R Pauline Lee
b8 LU R RSO R O GO T L e Robert C. Lee ‘ Houde mpmingey) o o i e Geoffrey Lafayette
(
Tops in casual clothes and footwear American Dishes and Continental Specialties
for the ladies— for the men— " /
JANTZEN  MacGREGOR /)G é 10- 4
WHITE STAG VAN HEUSEN
SHIP 'N° SHORE JANTZEN CUISINE AU VIN
L R ,KEDS Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N. Y. Post, Gotham Guide
Mealchmani | LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5:30 to 10
opp. Town Hall 232 East 58th Street, New York City ___ 5 193 Commercial Street
a year round slore -- no charge for the label Provincetown, Tel 1243-W




PROVINCETOWN

AR ASSOCIATION

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 — Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3

Palm Beach and Provincetown

handwoven fabrics
79 Commercial Street

&
o‘aema__
THE COMPANY FOR 1956

VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and
Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940.

CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and
Pubile Relations in Provincetown since 1940.

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN:
Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets’
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946.

FRED LEVY:
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award
Ambherst ’55. Leading roles seasons of ’54, ’55. In charge of Production, ’55 season and ’56.

ROBERT BEATEY:
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green ’55, N. Y. production “Aria da Capo”
’56, Poets’ Theatre 55, ’56. In charge of Box Office, 56 seasomn.

JACKSON BARRY:
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production.

SARAH BRAVEMAN:
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets’ Theatre Cambridge company since 1952.
In charge of Properties for the season.

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP—250 Commercial Street
THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP
THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP—317 Commercial Street

Provincetown’s Finest

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT !

and SEA HORSE INN
(Next to the Playhouse)

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant

BREAKFAST — LUNCHEON — DINNER Center of town, 294 Commercial Street

Shirts Etcetera

222 Commercial Street
Provincetown 1289

TOBEY ORIGINALS - - - --- AND SO FORTH

ANNE HOWARD:
Actress with Berkeley Repertory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players,
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley.
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department.
GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE:
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of
Poets’ Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season.
ROBERT C. LEE:
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut, studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season.
ALEX WOLKFSON: ;
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse,
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of ’55, Poets’ Theatre, Cam-
bridge, 54 and ’56. With production department this season.

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets’
Theatre Company, ’55, ’56. Assistant in costume department.

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director 54 to ’56. Poets’
Theatre Company ’55, ’56. Production staff.

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity.

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties.

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistant,
production staff.

... AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage)

The Candle Shop

Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of
Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies

FLY

Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inc.
FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS
East Boston 7-6090

Provincetown 240




s Towsn SHoude
RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool
on the outdoor Dining Terrace

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956
June 30 - September 3

THE GREAT DIVIDE

William Vaughn Moody .....ccocevvuuenenen June 30 - July 7
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9-14
THE LADY FROM THE SEA

Henrik TDSen .....cocciieiiiidenseasensioses Bomi July 16 -21
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O’Neill ............ July 23 - 28
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30 - Aug 4
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ Aug. 6 -11
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold ...... Aug. 13 -18
ORPHEUS,

Jean Cocteau’s Modern Comedy ............ Aug. 20 - 25

AH, WILDERNESS, Eugene O’Neill .... Aug. 27 - Sept. 3
(Actors’ Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and
Labor Day, September 3rd)

JdAVLS
INTD
4
AOVId

g il woud Ph‘t Redlauncul Prancais
33 Lradford of. lel. 952-W
Classical French Cuisine for Epicures

DINNER 6:00 - 10:30 P. M. LATE SNACK 12 - 2:30

IT’S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT
The Noel Shops
Provincetown—opposite the theatre Wellfleet—opposite the pier

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE




The Provincetown Playhouse

On the Last of the Old W haling W harves

1956 SEASON

“ORPHEUS”

By JEAN COCTEAU

Rugust 20 -- August 25

Performances Weekday Evenings at 8:30

August 27 - September 3
“AH, WILDERNESS” by Eugene O’Neill

Special Actors’ Benefit Performances September 2 and 3

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford



FOR FINEST FOOD

Duncan Hines recommends
for the gathering place of your friends

THE BENMERBREEZ E

overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor

429 Commercial Street

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9:30

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE
ON THE WHARF

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first
to recognize the genius of Eugene O’Neill, acknowledged as the leading
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse’s wharf where that company
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own
works in their own way, performed O’Neill’s first play, “Bound East
For Cardiff” in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again
be played here this season—in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of
O’Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf.

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of
summer theatres. Unpublished seripts and plays of literary as well as
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are,
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield,
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence.

Beauty Individually Yours

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE 459 High Street

285 Commercial Street F d West Medford Square
Provincetown Fe Medford
Prov. 511 HAIR STYLIST MYstic 8-3240

ANNETTE BERGSON e

%

(In The Flower Shop around the corner)

248 Commercial Street

aaiqinald, ‘N ;’eweldy

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a
minor role the next.

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is
necessary for actors to take technical and production duties, exercising
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition.
Opportunity is given to those in the company who wish to develop as
directors and designers.

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O’Neill
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs
and letters of his time on special exhibit.

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest.

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and
props part of each day.

; ' INDIA JAVA
PA LA BAT[ K BALI AFRICA
original Batik fabrics TURKEY
389 Commercial St. JAPAN SIAM

Woallers

BREAKFAST — LUNCH — DINNER
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill

PERSIA

A wee bit different!




. BEFORE THE SHOW
AFTER THE SHOW - - - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers’ hangout

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP

246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building

1

Studio Shop

— Open Year 'Round —
COMPLETE LINE OF

ARTISTS’ SUPPLIES

441 COMMERCIAL STREET
EAST END

“ORBEEUS”

Set Design by Jackson Barry
Drum Score by Stanley Spector

by Jean Cocteau
In a new translation by George Montgomery

Lighting by Robert C. Lee
Costumes by Anne Howard

Directed by Edward Thommen

CAST
OR EENEAIS S8l i el 1 Sl ol e vensasbies Geoffrey Lafayette
R0 A YA e T B O S s U SRR i CEIRYE £ Anne Howard
VR0 B DI L S e R e e R A e o Judith Steffan
i 0 R U1 £t o 8 BB i ™ PN e e R e ar e T e SRR R M Robert Beatey
B 2 O/l i B ORI 0 0 P, 300 L SR DS RN I SRRRN Virginia Thoms
RAPHANBIGHI PG AN L.t s svasonsnissanss bo e Jay Shuchter
AZBABBREEeRIATAY) .. st e N bl L) L st Frederick Levy
POLIGERGOMMISSIONEREE L BRI Lo s aslilel, 1% Robert C. Lee
(BN DAL o ol P U A0S L L) e e SR . ) Alex Wolfson

TIME: The Present
SCENE: Thrace, a room in Orpheus’ house.

Tops in casual clothes and footwear

for the ladies— for the men—
JANTZEN MacGREGOR
WHITE STAG VAN HEUSEN
SHIP 'N’ SHORE JANTZEN
KEDETTES KEDS

Melchmani
opp. Town Hall
a year round store -- no charge for the label

Ice Tea will be served on the Wharf during the fifteen minute
intermission between Acts I and II.

Head of Orpheus by Beatrice Paipert

Horse’s Head loaned by The Poets’ Theatre, Cambridge
Sound recorded by Rockwell Films Inc.

Surgeons Gowns courtesy of the Cape Cod Hospital, Hyannis.

This translation of “Orpheus” will be published in the Autumn by
Wallace Fowlie.

PRODUCTION

Produchion Manageriti. . Jas il SN Rnel .l fesh Frederick Levy
Stalce MG g oey  slitimaiiehe o e it il ool o Robert C. Lee
IBEODERIIOT . ...000 chaibesam sl e i Alex Wolfson
Babeity: ... . oo o sl il et U0 e L Pauline Lee
Honuse Manager: ... 00 iy e il Le i Geoffrey Lafayette

American Dishes and Continental Specialties

Pabla’s

CUISINE AU VIN
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N. Y. Post, Gotham Guide
LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5:30 to 10

232 East 58th Street, New York City ___ 193 Commercial Street
Provincetown, Tel 1243-W




PROVINCETOWN
ART ASSOCIATION

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 — Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3

Palm Beach and Provincetown

handwoven fabrics

79 Commercial Street

L
o‘:)ema__
THE COMPANY FOR 1956

VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and
Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940.

CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and
Pubilc Relations in Provincetown since 1940.

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN:
Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets’
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946.

FRED LEVY: ] ;
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award
Ambherst ’55. Leading roles seasons of ’54, ’55. In charge of Production, ’55 season and ’56.

ROBERT BEATEY: j
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green ’55, N. Y. production “Aria da Capo”
’56, Poets’ Theatre 55, ’56. In charge of Box Office, *56 season.

JACKSON BARRY:
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production. j

SARAH BRAVEMAN: M
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets’ Theatre Cambridge company since 1952.
In charge of Properties for the season.

Start Your Day Weth A Home-style Breakfast

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant

BREAKFAST — LUNCHEON — DINNER

Shirts Etcetera

222 Commercial Street
Provincetown 1289
TOBEY ORIGINALS - - -

Center of town, 294 Commercial Street

--- AND SO FORTH

ANNE HOWARD:
Actress with Berkeley Repertory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players,
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley.
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department.
GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE:
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of
Poets’ Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season.
ROBERT C. LEE:
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuek, Connecticut, studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season.
ALEX WOLFSON: ‘
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse,
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of ’55, Poets’ Theatre, Cam-
bridge, ’54 and ’56. With production department this season.

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets’
Theatre Company, 565, ’56. Assistant in costume department.

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director 54 to ’56. Poets’
Theatre Company ’55, ’566. Production staff.

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity.

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties.

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Box office assistant,
production staff.

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP—250 Commercial Street
THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP
THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP—317 Commercial Street

Provincetown’s Finest

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT

and SEA HORSE INN
(Next to the Playhouse)

... AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage)

The Candle Shop

Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of
Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies

FLY

Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inc.
FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS
East Boston 7-6090

Provincetown 240




e Town Sloude
RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool
on the outdoor Dining Terrace

DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street Reservations call: Provincetown 1088

SCHEDULE OF PLAYS 1956
June 30 - September 3
THE GREAT DIVIDE
William Vaughn Moody ......ccceceeneeeeen June 30 -July 7
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ July 9-14
THE LADY FROM THE SEA
HENTHCAIDSOT oo st ol casesosisssbaiionss July 16 - 21
S. S. GLENCAIRN, Eugene O’Neill ............ July 23 - 28
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold .. July 30 - Aug 4
THE GENTLE PEOPLE, Irwin Shaw ............ Aug. 6 -11
THE CHALK GARDEN, Enid Bagnold ...... Aug. 13 -18
o ~_.— ORPHEUS,
Jean Cocteau’s Modern Comedy ............ Aug. 20 - 25
2 e ';' AH, WILDERNESS, Eugene O’Neill .... Aug. 27 - Sept. 3
E E . (Actors’ Benefit, Sunday, September 2nd and
H Labor Day, September 3rd)

g ‘il woud FM Reslaunanl Yrancais
33 Pradford & Ll 952-W
Classical French Cuisine for Epicures
DINNER 6:00 - 10:30 P. M. LATE SNACK 12 - 2:30

IT’S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT
Che Noel Shops
Provincetown—opposite the theatre Wellfleet—opposite the pier

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE




The Provincetown Playhouse

On the Last of the Old Whaling W harves

1956 SEASON

”AH, WILDERNESS‘“

By EUGENE O’NEILL

August 27 - September 3

Performances Evenings at 8:30

SPECIAL ACTORS’ BENEFIT PERFORMANCES
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 and LABOR DAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 3

Box Office on the Wharf For Reservations call Provincetown 955-W
Free parking one block West of theatre off Bradford



FOR FINEST FOOD

Duncan Hines recommends
for the gathering place of your friends

THE EVERBRELFZEL

overlooking beautiful Provincetown Harbor

429 Commercial Street

BRUNCH, LUNCHEON and DINNER
Hours 11 to 4 and 6 to 9:30

THE PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE
ON THE WHARF

The famous Provincetown Players of a generation ago were the first
to recognize the genius of Eugene O’Neill, acknowledged as the leading
American playwright. This present small theatre is not even as large
as the fish-house on Mary Heaton Vorse’s wharf where that company
of gifted writers and artists in Provincetown, producing their own
works in their own way, performed O’Neill’s first play, “Bound East
For Cardiff” in the summer of 1916. Now forty years later it will again
be played here this season—in The Glencairn Cycle. Fourteen of his
works have been produced by the present managers since 1940, many
have been repeated making, this summer, twenty-five productions of
O’Neill in the Playhouse-on-the-wharf.

From the time of the first wharf theatre, audiences in Provincetown
have looked for plays of imagination outside the usual program of
summer theatres. Unpublished scripts and plays of literary as well as
theatre value are included in the nine week season. Among the Play-
house authors whose unpublished works have been shown here are,
Conrad Aiken, Denis Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward Caulfield,
Laurence Eyre, Reginald Lawrence.

Beauty Individually Yours

HARBOR VANITY SHOPPE
285 Commercial Street F d West Medford Square
Provincitown re Medford
Prov. 511 HAIR STYLIST MYstic 8-3240

459 High Street

ANNETTE BERGSON s 9 =
(In The Flower Shop around the corner) ( @}é
-

248 Commercial Street

aaig.inald i# ;’ewelaq

See our window displays here in the theatre lane during intermission

A continued feature of the Playhouse management is the use of the
repertory system, begun with the origin of the company in Boston in
1938. There are no stars, the leading actor of one week may play a
minor role the next.

Working in a small compass limits the size of the company and it is
necessary for actors to take technical and production duties, exercising
skills and all-round theatre knowledge in the best theatre tradition.
Opportunity is given to those in the company who wish to develop as
directors and designers.

A display of photographs of current and former productions is open
to visitors during the day in the theatre lobby. When the two O’Neill
plays are performed there will be rare pictures and souvenirs, programs
and letters of his time on special exhibit.

The window next to the Provincetown Bookshop on Commercial
Street has a weekly display of Playhouse interest.

The management appreciates the co-operation and understanding of
the public who come down Gosnold Street to find the Box Office and
must cross a wharf which has also to serve as a work-shop for sets and
props part of each day.

PALA BATIK iy o

original Batik fabrics TURKEY PERSIA
389 Commercial St. JAPAN SIAM

A wee bit different! w !1 5 /

BREAKFAST — LUNCH — DINNER
96 Bradford Street Foot of Monument Hill




BEFORE THE SHOW
AFTER THE SHOW - - - -

Meet literate Provincetown in that famous browsers’ hangout

THE PROVINCETOWN BOOKSHOP

246 Commercial Street Port-Hole Building

|

Studio Shop

— Open Year 'Round —
COMPLETE LINE OF

ARTISTS’ SUPPLIES

441 COMMERCIAL STREET

“AH, WILDERNESS”

Set Design by Virginia Thoms

CAST
N A TRSSEMETUR RS e sl Ol e Edward Thommen
ESSHEEMIEIERR R b G e Catharine Huntington
AUBSCE R R o LG B ) Geoffrey Lafayette
R IR T il B s e R Jackson Barry
IVIHEDY BRED Gl Ay T sl e i, L O Heidi Zimmerli
D (1) AR TS R i el o L L Robert C. Lee
UORY, YRR ONTRGT TRl Ll Ll R e sl B U SR SO Anne Howard
IRA VBN GOIIBER ... Gl i S 8 0 Alex Wolfson
IMURIHIEM @@ M BER ..... il i i i e Judith Steffan
WAINAESTIUR YA ... Sl d b R oS John Bumstead
BTSRRI Virginia Thoms
INTEHIR AR G e s L S T Beatrice Paipert
B RENABERRETT L R R SR R Jay Shuchter
SNSRIV . L SRR, L L ST R Frederick Levy
{ Tops in casual clothes and footwear
for the ladies— for the men—

JANTZEN MacGREGOR

WHITE STAG VAN HEUSEN

SHIP N’ SHORE JANTZEN

KEDETTES KEDS

Moelchmani
opp. Town Hall
a year round store -- no charge for the label

by Eugene O’Neill
Directed by Virginia Thoms

EAST END
Lighting by Robert C. Lee
Costumes by Anne Howard
ACTI
Scene 1. Sitting room of the Miller home in a large small-town in New
England. Early morning, July 4, 1906.
Scene 2. The same. That evening.
ACT II
Scene 1. Back room of a bar. 10 o’clock that night.
Scene 2. The Miller sitting room. Later the same night.
Scene 8. The same. 1 o’clock the following afternoon.
ACT III
Scene 1. A strip of beach. 9 o’clock that night.
Scene 2. Miller sitting room. 10 o’clock the same night.
PRODUCTION
Broduetion Manager .. ae ey il i o, Frederick Levy
StaoeliVIEim s oy, UL LRI R L Alex Wolfson
BEOPEBELES . .viioia. : dhin bousshsuis it pn U Beatrice Paipert, John Bumstead
Bialolie il .. ... ..ok, D RS S s e R e Pauline Lee
HonsetiMianacer ., .. el gl 0 Uil Geoffrey Lafayette

232

American Dishes and Continental Specialties

Pabla’s

CUISINE AU VIN
Recommended by Cue, Gourmet, N. Y. Post, Gotham Guide
LUNCH 12 to 2 DINNER 5:30 to 10

East 58th Street, New York City ___ 193 Commercial Street

Provincetown, Tel 1243-W




AR PROVINCETOWN
ASSOCIATION

EXHIBITIONS: First, July 1 to July 29 — Second, Aug. 5 to Sept. 3

Palm Beach and Provincetown

handwoven fabrics

79 Commercial Street

obenia__

THE COMPANY FOR 1956

VIRGINIA THOMS: Since 1938 Acting, Directing, Degsigning, Business Manager and
Co-manager summer seasons in Provincetown since 1940.

CATHARINE HUNTINGTON: Since 1938 Acting, Publicity, Directing. Co-manager and
Pubile Relations in Provincetown since 1940.

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN:
Director associated with management 1956 season. Resident director with the Poets’
Theatre, Cambridge since 1953. Taught acting and directed Drama Department, Ben-
nington College. Career in Theatre as actor, director of stage plays, films and tele-
vision in England, as well as this country since 1946.

FRED LEVY:
Third season with the Playhouse in Provincetown. Classics major and acting award
Ambherst ’55. Leading roles seasons of '54, ’55. In charge of Production, ’55 season and ’56.

ROBERT BEATEY:
Second season. Wellesly Theatre-On-The-Green ’55, N. Y. production “Aria da Capo”
’56, Poets’ Theatre ’55, ’56. In charge of Box Office, ’56 season.

JACKSON BARRY:
Degrees from Yale and in theatre from Columbia, on the staff of Tanglewood Theatre
as an actor, and Highfield Theatre, Falmouth, acting and direction. Production Ben-
nington College; New London Players, DeCordova Museum as Director, and Castle Hill
Art Center, Ipswich. Designing and production.

SARAH BRAVEMAN:
Began theatre career at The Barn, Joy Street, Boston, later, visiting actress at
Brandeis University theatre, with Poets’ Theatre Cambridge company since 1952.
In charge of Properties for the season.

THE CORNER GIFT SHOP—250 Commercial Street
THE PROVINCETOWN INN GIFT SHOP
THE MAYFLOWER GIFT SHOP—317 Commercial Street

Start Your Day With A Home-style Breakfast

The TOWN CRIER Restaurant

BREAKFAST — LUNCHEON — DINNER

Shirts Etcetera

222 Commercial Street
Provincetown 1289
TOBEY ORIGINALS - - -

Center of town, 294 Commercial Street

--- AND SO FORTH

ANNE HOWARD:
Actress with Berkeley Repertory and Good Hope company, California, St. John Players,
New York. Last season Group Twenty Players, Theatre-On-The-Green, Wellesley.
Scenes from Shakespeare T.V. WBGH (Boston). In charge of costume department.
GEOFFREY LAFAYETTE:
Has played in over twenty T.V. shows and films for Hollywood Studio 8. Member of
Poets’ Theatre, Cambridge, 1955-56 season. House Manager this season.
ROBERT C. LEE:
Acted in stock companies in Seattle, Colorado, Grand Rapids, Manistee and Sauga-
tuck, Connecticut, studied design and lighting at the University of Washington and
acted as assistant to Corwin Rife, electrical designer. In charge of lighting this season.
ALEX WOLFSON:
Theatre degree from Emerson College, actor with Pawtucket Community Playhouse,
Rhode Island, Wellesley Theatre-On-The-Green season of ’55, Poets’ Theatre, Cam-
bridge, ’54 and ’56. With production department this season.

JOANNA HUTCHINS: Studied at Pasadena Playhouse, Cape Playhouse. Acted with Poets’
Theatre Company, '55, ’56. Assistant in costume department.

J. D. SHUCHTER: Harvard College productions, actor and director ’54 to ’56. Poets’
Theatre Company ’55, ’56. Production staff.

WENDY REEVES: Croton Players, N. Y. and degree in journalism University of Pennsyl-
vania. Studied with Stella Adler. Assistant in publicity.

JUDITH STEFFAN: American Theatre Wing, Phoenix Theatre, Pennsylvania, Barter
Theatre, Virginia. Assistant in properties.

HEIDI ZIMMERLI: Harwich Junior Theatre, Cape Cod, two years. Bex office assistant,
production staff.

Provincetown’s Finest

THE FLAGSHIP RESTAURANT'

and SEA HORSE INN
(Next to the Playhouse)

... AT THE OLDEST SHOP IN TOWN (across from Cape Cod Garage)

The Candle Shop

Colonial candles made here on Cape Cod and a corner cupboard of
Cape Cod chowders and seafood delicacies

FLY

Provincetown - Boston Airline, Inec.
FREQUENT DAILY FLIGHTS
East Boston 7-6090

Provincetown 240




s Jown Houde

RESTAURANT and COCKTAIL LOUNGE

Pick your Lobster swimming in our giant pool
on the outdoor Dining Terrace
DON HARVIE AT THE PIANO IN THE CREWS NEST

At the center of town, 293 Commercial Street  Reservations call: Provincetown 1088

The following plays have been presented this season from June 30 to
date. “The Great Divide” by William Vaughn Moody, “The Gentle
People” by Irwin Shaw, “The Lady From The Sea” by Henrik Ibsen,
“S. 8. Glencairn” by Eugene O’Neill, “The Chalk Garden” by Enid
Bagnold, “Orpheus” by Jean Cocteau in a new translation by George
Montgomery and “Ah, Wilderness” by Eugene O’Neill.

The Management and Company wish to thank their many friends in
Provincetown for their generosity in lending furniture, ornaments and
costumes for the stage this summer. Among those who have responded
most frequently are Bart Wirtz, Clark’s Flower Shop, The Coast Guard,
Julie Tarabelli, Romanos Rizk, Cape Cod County Hospital, Dr. and
Mrs. Hiebert, Duncan Sandal Shop, The Orleans Arena Theatre, James
Spillman, Peter Hunt Shop, Mr. and Mrs. Fairbanks, Mrs. Ross Moffett,
Juanita Cook, Mrs. Elmer Greensfelder, Town Crier Shop, Corner Gift
Shop, Circular Cellar, The Collectors’ Shop, Mrs. Norman Cook, Helen
Bishop, Priscilla Gift Shop, Colonial Candle Shop, Lands End Marine,
the Gift Box, Patrick’s News, Minerva Perry and The Town House.
Thanks are also due to the merchants of the town, the Selectmen and
Town Officials, especially Darrow Adams, the Chamber of Commerce,
= & ’ the Police Force, the managers of the Sea Horse Inn, the Provincetown

Inn, the Red Inn and the Gifford House as well as many proprietors of

E-‘i a : Guest houses and Restaurants for their cooperation and interest.

B o p» | Especial thanks are given to the Town Crier, Art Snader; to Gustav

% E @& | Aust and to Harry Kemp for his encouragement; to the Provincetown

= Advocate; to Neil Nickerson and the Standard Times; to Joan Sparrow
and the Cape Codder and to the New Beacon.

J e .
g il voud f’w Redlaurani Yrancais
33 Bradford b Ll 952-W
Classical French Cuisine for Epicures

DINNER 6:00 - 10:30 P. M. LATE SNACK 12 - 2:30

IT’S ALWAYS CHRISTMAS AT
Che Noel Shops
Provincetown—opposite the theatre Wellfleet—opposite the pier

Shops harboring a multitude of gift ideas from many foreign countries

FEATURING ALSO OUR OWN CAPE COD ARTS AND CRAFTS

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO COME IN AND BROWSE




Page six

NEW BEACON

Capacity Audience Sees
First Playhouse On The
Wharf Production

The Playhouse on the Wharf com-
pany opened the season last Saturday
night with “The Great Divide” by Wil-
liam Vaughn Moody. A capacity audi-
ence was greeted in the traditional
manner by Arthur Snader, Town
Crier, who spoke briefly on the history
of the first little theatre, which gave
performances on an old wharf then

owned by Mary Heaton Vorse. He in-|

troduced Mrs. Vorse, who was in the
audience, and also Harry Kemp, both
of whom were members of the original
group. g

“The Great Divide” tells the story of
a brother and sister, Philip and Ruth
Jordan, who have come from a small
‘Massachusetts town and an. atmos-
phere of Edwardian gentility, to try
their luck at farming in Arizona, having
invested most of their small family
capital in the venture. As the play
begins, brother and sister are optimis-
tic about their chances of success, and
are happy in their new surroundings.
Only Philip’s wife, Polly, is bored with
the wild and woolly West, and detec-
mined to return East for a visit. Ruth
is left alone in the cabin, while Philip
akes his wife to the nearest railroad

i -
|

station, miles away; three drunken
“pad men” break into the cabin. She
begs one of the men, Stephen Ghent,
to protect her from the others, and
promises him “anything”, if he will do
so. Stephen shoots one of his com-
panions, and buys the other off with a
string of gold nuggets. He then holds
Ruth to her promise, telling her that
he will take her away to his home in
a canyon in the Cordilleras where he
has staked out a claim to a mine. The
girl, protesting, is forced to accompany
him; and to leave a note for her broth-
er, which will deceive him into think-
ing she has left voluntarily. She and
Stephen are married that night; and
go on to his canyon home.

In the six months which follow,
Ruth’s bitterness toward Stephen over
having bought her “like a squaw”
mounts into hatred. He has luck with
the mine, is now rich and has engaged
an architect who designs a lavish house
for Stephen and Ruth. Stephen’s hopes
that Ruth may return his love are
finally destroyed when her brother, his
wife, who has returned, and an old
family friend, Winthop Newbury, find
out where she is, come to see her, and
she goes back to the family home with
them. Philip’s farming venture has
failed and the family are in severe
straits. Ruth gives birth to a son, but
is adamant when her sister-in-law sug-
gests that Stephen be sent for. How-
ever, Stephen—who had come East at
once after Ruth had left him—finally

comes to the house; Ruth learns that|

he has given financial assistance %o
the family and in the end, they are
reconciled.
Play 50 Years Old
The play now, fifty years after its

the beginning, it is easy to sympathize

premiere, seems a museum piece. In
with Ruth’s reaction to having been
“bought like a squaw”; but when
Stephen Ghent turns out to be a cour-
ageous, kind, generous man—even to
helping her family—Ruth’s continued
railing is a little hard to take. Perhaps
the past fifty years, with three wars, a
depression and now the continuing
threat of the H-bomb have toughened
usall up; an awful lot of women, as
well as men, have been sold down an
awful lot of rivers. And at least we've
learned not to do much crying over
spilled milk, which is the luxury Ruth
Jordan indulges in.

It is this chasm between the thinking
of 1906 and that of 1956 which is per-
haps the reason why many of the
scenes and lines in the play, dramatic
in intent, provoked ‘laughter on the
opening night. We are closer to the
Elizabethans than to the Edwardians.
And yet, that can’t be the whole story
—today, the early plays of Chekhov
and’ O’Neil], for instance, are as fresh
as today’s news (Not to mention our
friend, Shakespeare,) On the other
hand, those of Ibsen seem as dated as
“The Great Divide”; maybe Ibsen and
Moody weren’t as great as they were
cracked up to be. In any event, Ruth
Jordan’s thinking and emotions seem
alien and confusing; it seems incredible
that audiences of fifty years ago took
it seriously.




The company struggled valiantly
throughout, but here again there wasl!g
confusion; some séemed to be playing
it “straight”, and others burlesquing.
Also, while the women'’s costumes were
charming, especially those worn by
Wendy Reeves as Polly, those of the
{ men were grotesque; and their appear-
ance added hilarity to scenes which
were supposed to be dramatic or
touching.

Anne Howard, new to the company,
who played the part of Ruth, is obvi-
ously a young actress of talent and a
good deal of authority, in addition to{!
being lovely looking; and she gave an
excellent performance.. Wendy Reeves,
also new this season, is also talented
and lovely; and her charming lightness
of touch was welcome. The male mem-
bers of the cast, alas, did not match up
to the distaff side in this play. Geoffrey
Lafayette as Stephen, roared in like a,
lion and went out like a lamb; he
seemed to be unsure and too diffident,
although we have a sneaking idea that
in some other part he will emerge as a
much better actor. Robert Lee as Phil-
ip Jordan moved woodenly through his
role; and it seemed to wus that Fred
Levy was absurdly mannered in his
dual roles of the architect and the old |-
doctor. Sarah Braveman, in a small
part as Mrs. Jordan, the mother, was
really fine; there is an actress of parts.

As for the direction of Edward
Thommen, new to the company this
year, who has a fine record of achieve-
ment elsewhere, we can only say that
we honestly can’t understand what
happened with “The Great Divide’—
whether he directed the play as};
straight drama or as a burlesque of
that drama. A new company, of course, |
working for the first time under a new |’
director, can fall between two stools;
we look forward to  ‘“The Gentle
People”, the next production. At any
rate, we’ll be more at home with Irwin
Shaw than with Willlam Vaughn
Moody; and we suspect that the com-
pany also will be.

We hasten to add—after regretfully
making these churlish remarks—that
many people in the audience said they
found the play “amusing” and enjoyed
it thoroughly.

!

H. B.




Provincetown

Playhouse Set

For Opening

PROVINCETOWN, June

“The Great Divide,” a romance of
the West, will open the Province-
town Playhouse June 30, the 10th

consecutive season under

management of Virginia Thoms

and Catharine Huntington.

Miss Huntington said the open-
. 1 a pre-O’Neilljl . ___.

smash hit,” played in 1906 with
Margaret Anglin and Henry Mil-

ing production,

ler. Two O’Neill productions

listed for later in the season,

“Glencairn Cycle”
Wilderness.”

and

. The company for the Summer
in Provincetown plans to arrive
June 15, when the new director,

Edward Thommen, will start

“Ah,

8-

the

new to Provincetown, Fred Levy
is to be here for his third sea-
son, and Robert Beatey for his
second.

The Town Crier is expected
again to address the first night
assembly, and members of the
company not on stage will serve

are
the

the

rehearsal period. The two man-{familiar great jar on the wharf

agers arrive Saturday. While

the'at intermissions throughout the

majority of the company will be season.

I

‘urday morning

the iced tea punch from the|- -

N ————

;’ !-""J’\’F”'Q‘ £, ":‘—‘/ ° ‘ !
Pla;rers‘ Arrive ’
t

{

For Rehearsals

!.,.v,t“{ L AN ”/OS L;’ - |
Professional players arrive at:

the Provincetown . Playhouse on.

Friday “to begim, & $chedule “Sat-,

with rehearsals!

for the opening on June 30 and

the two plays following, “The
Great Divide,” “The Gentle [
People” and Ibsen’s “The Lady

From The Sea.” For a small com-
pany of fourteen, including the
director, there will be continuous
acting provided most of the men.l
This season, although so many are |
new to Provincetown audiences,
six have actually worked togeth-
er and with the new Playhouse

director Edward Thommen, com- |
ing as they have from the Poets’
Theatre in Cambridge where he
has directed for two Winters.

Since last week final approval
has been given for the production |
of Enid Bagnold’s play, “The|
Chalk Garden,” listed for Prov-
incetown in early August. The
author is Lady Roderick Jones in
private life, her husband was]
formerly the head of Reutersj:
News Agency. She is known as a
successful novelist. “Serena Blan-.
dish” was a best seller before S.|
N. Behrman made a brilliant play;
of it, and “National Velvet” be-i

came a successful movie. 1

|  Meantime a new display win-
ldow for the Playhouse will be
{made possible on Commerciall
| Street in what was formerly Mrs.
| Pfeiffer’s Art Supply Shop, now\
| occupied for the Summer by co-|
manager, Virginia Thoms. This
| will add to the opportunities to
show the Playhouse collection of
photographs and interesting l
}theatre souvenirs past and pres»!
jent. The theatre lobby will con—i
jtinue to be a place to visit, how-
iever, arranged with special re-|
ference to each production |
throughout the Summer.

|
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Bardwell sei‘
To Direct
At Monomoy

ROBERT BARDWELL

CHATHAM June 14—-Robert
Bardwell; a name.  familiar .to
Monomoy Theater goers, will
again be seen on the program as
director and on the stage as

actor for the 8th season, Miss|:

Mary B. Winslow' owner-producer
‘announced.

Mr. Bardwell will dlrect “The
Four Poster” which will raise the
curtain on Miss Winslow’s 126th
production to be shown June 27
through 30 by the Monomoy com-|

pany.

A student of the the fai:er at both
Gloucester School o

ter.-and .at the ‘Department of
" Drama ‘at. Yale “University, .Mr.

Bardwell served as ‘actor-director|

of college ‘productions put an by

.the Smith College ‘Theater De-
partment. % ;

the Thea-|:

7"(21

{ment.” A -capacity ' audmlce *9,\}

jrole of the season, Catharine

| rel as being “like a piece of por--

Steffan plays Laurel.

.| Anne Howard as Olivia and Bea~-

“Chalk Garden”
Agh'“ 'On’ Wharf

The Provincetown Playhouse
On-THe-Wharf will continue in ||
reperfory style next week with a
repeat performance of Enid Bag- ||
nold’s “The Chalk Garden”, fol-
lowing the Saturday night closing|!
of “The Gentle People” by Irwin |
Shaw. “The Chalk Garden” will|;
run for the- second week' from
Monday, August 13 through Sat-
urday, August 18, |

‘The reviewer for The Advocatel
said of the previous pérformence
of Miss Bagnold’s intense  and
sometimes humorous drama,’ “The
Observer found the play and 1ts‘
presentation excellent enterta

P S

'each pertormance ~also
“most generous response”.
Contmumg in her first major !

co- ager of the {
= SR 3

épeaks of her- granddaughter Tau-1...
celam, cracked in some marvel
ous *way for the better.” Jud.lth

Vigginia: Thoms, whom the Ob-
server found to be “mdescnbably
convincing”. " Miss. Madrlgal
will reenter- thls role’ next ‘week:;
Robert Beatey, currently playing |
Eli in “The Gentle People” will |
‘play Maitland ‘the butler in “The
Chalk Garden”.

Robert Lee, best remembered
for his portrayal of Arnholm in
“The ‘Lady from the Sea,” Swill
again appear as the judge. Both

trice Paipert as. the: second appli-
cant will ‘be repeating their pre-
vious performances while ‘Wendy
Reeves will be new i her part
as the third applicant:: ;

- Edward ‘Thommen,: dlrector :for
i most of the produc’m‘)ns this sea-'
son and on stage as Driscoll in}
Eugene O’Neill’s  S.. S... Glen-
cairn,” will _ d.lrect “The Chalk |
Garden e




PAGE TEN

Director Arrives
At Provincetown

Cape-tip Playhouse
Rehearsals to Start

EDWARD DODGE THOMMEN
PROVINCETOWN, June 15 —
Edward Dodge Thommen. who
will direct all but two of the

coming season’s plays at the
Provincetown Playhouse, has been
the director of the Poets’ Theater
in Cambridge for the last two
years.

Mr. Thommen, whose home is
near Boston. already is in Prov-
incetown, awaiting the opening
of the season, .expected to start
with rehearsals over this week-
end. He began his apprentice-
ship for a theater career with the
Peterborough Playhouse, under
Edith Bond Stearns.

Later, Mr. Thommen studied
acting with Maria Ouspenskaya
of the famous Moscow Art Com-

pany. He also studied directing|-

with Francis Fergusson at Benn-
._ 5

ington College, one of the first
male students to be admitted to
Bennington for this special train-

a member of the faculty of the
college.

Mr. Thommen spent five years
in England and France during
World War 1I. During his serv-
ice, he spent his free time organ-

one of his aativities.

sides of the border near Niagara
Falls.

He toured with Sarah Church-
ill in a series of concert perform-
ances and was for a time in Eng-
land and Ireland directing a num-
ber of movies, continuing in this
field again in this country with

years ago. 2

Wellesley Theater-on-the-Green
and was touring director with
Sarah Churchill in “No Time for
Comedy.”
Poets’ production of “Finnegan’s
Wake” last December. resulted

|
|

|been asked to be director in resi-
{dence with the Cambridge Poets’
Theater next Winter.

The opening production this
year at Provincetown, June 30,
will be Moody’s “The Great Di-
vide,” a famous hit of 50 years

ing in theater. He later became/|

izing shows for the soldiers, and,|'
in addition, led a jazz band asl|:
Returning/|’
to this country, he became di-|
rector of a community theater|'
and a Summer theater on both|

Rockwell Films in Cambridge two|.
Last Summer he directed at the|:
His direction of the|

!in an engagement in New Yorkj-
1at the Poetry Center and he has!’

People,” and Ibsen’s “The Lady
From the Sea.”

Mr. Thommen has made sev-|
eral visits to Provincetown during
the last two Summers, and some

-
)
<

(3

lago, and will be directed by Mr.|{of the Playhouse actors have!
Thommen. as will the following|worked with him in Winter sea- ||
plays, Irwin Shaw’'s “The Gentle'sons. G ‘

\
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Playhouse Gompany Now
On Full Pre-opening
Work Schedule

The Playhouse on the Wharf com-
pany are now working good old thea-
tre hours, from ten in the morning
until eleven at night, in preparation
for the season’s “first night” on Satu:-
day, June 30th.

Fred Levy, who has returned for his
third summer here, has been named
Production Manager; Robert Beatey is
again in the box office with Heidi Zim-
merli, of Haverford, Pa., as assistant.
Sarah Braveman will be in charge of
the property department with Alex
Wolfson as assistant; and both are
prepared to start out borrowing furn-
ture and ornaments from Playhouse
friends, to be used in the summer pro-
ductions.

Anne Howard, whose theatre career
began in California, is costume direc-
tor, and will play several important
stage roles throughout the season.
Jackson Barry will design for many of
these, beginning with “The Great
Divide” which will open on July 30th.
Robert C. Lee, whose acting experience
has included study and a season as
assistant to Corwin Rife, well known
electrical designer, will be in charge
lighting.

Geoffrey Lafayette will be House

Manager, and will accept applications
for ushers for the season. His back-~
ground includes experience in mors
than twenty TV shows, and in films
for Hollywood Studio Eight. Mr.
Lafayette is cast as Ghent in “The
Great Divide”, the western romance in
which his part is not unlike that of a
TV western hero.

Others who will be seen here for the
first time on opening night include
Anne Howard, Wendy Reeves, Sarah
Braveman, Robert Lee and Alex Wolf-
son. Also Robert Beatey who appeared
in the O’Neill play “Beyond the Hori-
zon” and in “The Cherry Orchard” two
years ago.

The Playhouse actors are recreating
roles first played just fifty years ago
when “The Great Divide” opened in
New York for a long term success in
1906. The drama was one of the first
hits written by a playwright which
used the background of southern Ari-
zona, long before dude ranches came
Into vogue, and when the ghost towns
of today, were alive and full of adven-
ture.

Ir
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PLAYHOUSE ON THE WHARF CONTINUES
TRADITION OF EARLY THEATRE HERE

by Helen Bishop

Last Monday night, when the Play-
house on the Wharf presented Eugene
O'Neill’s “S. S. Glencairn”, the com-
pany was following a custom estab-
lished in their first season here in 1940
—that of presenting at least one O’Neill
play each year. This is done, not only
because his plays are among the
classics of the American theatre, but
also because it was here in Province-
town that the early Provincetown Play-
ers first produced O’Neill’s three one
act sea plays, now grouped under the
title “S. S. Glencairn.”

O’Neill was a member of that group,
which formed in 1915, to produce new
plays by new writers. The present
Playhouse on the Wharf company is a
link with that early group, in that it
also produces many unpublished plays
not previously seen elsewhere.

It was O’Neill who proposed the sub-
title “The Playwrights’ Theatre” to the
name Provincetown Players. The bril-
liant contribution to the American
theatre, made by the Players, is history
by now.

One of the most fascinating chapters
in Mary Heaton Vorse’s wonderful
book, “Time and the Town” tells the
story of the group’s beginning. After
they disbanded, there was no theatre
here until Mary Bicknell organized a
group in 1923. Another theatre, Frank
Shay’s Barn, came into being in 1924;
it was here that the O’Neill “Glen-
cairn” cycle was given as a unit for the
first time. Here, too, Raymond Moore,
who later built up the now famous
theatre at Dennis, served his appren-
ticeship.

Of Mrs. Bicknell’s Wharf Theatre,
built on the remnants of an old wharf
in the West End, Mary Heaton Vorse
says: “For fifteen years, the little thea-
tre that Mary Bicknell had built with
so much courage and so much hope
was a feature of Provincetown.” But
in a great gale in the winter of 1939-40,
the little theatre met its end, when the
old wharf collapsed, and the theatre
fell into the sea.

The Provincetown summer theatre

tradition was then picked up and car-
ried on the following summer of 1940 by
the company now known as the Prov-
incetown Playhouse company. Heinrich
Pfeiffer, the artist, had built a small
theatre for an Art Cinema, out of an
old ship’s chandler shop, on the last of
the old whaling wharves at the foot of
the little lane known as Gosnold
Street. He realized there would be no
theatre in Provincetown in the summer
of 1940, for the first time since the
great days of the first Provincetown
Players 26 years before. Mr. Pfeiffer
had heard of the Repertory Company !
in Boston, which produced plays by%
O’Neill and Susan Glaspell at the Joy!
Street Theatre. This company lived:
in a communal house in Boston, and
followed the plan which Jasper Deeter
had developed in his famous Hedgerow:
Theatre in Philadelphia. Mr. Pfeiffer:
got in touch with the managers, Miss'
Catharine Huntington and Miss Vir-
ginia Thoms (now Mrs. Clarence
LePeer) and suggested that they bring
their company to his theatre on the
wharf. They agreed; they called the
theatre the Playhouse on the Wharf

and that first season opened with the: -

production of Saroyan’s play “My
Heart’s in the Highlands.”
The following summer of 1941, the

Playhouse on the Wharf was also ac-
tive; but during the next four sum-
mers, due to the war, the company was
disbanded. In 1946, the Playhouse re-
opened; that summer the company
produced Susan Glaspell’s Pulitzer
prize winning play “Allison’s House”
and the author, who was in the audi-
ence on opening night, received an ova-
tion. In response, she stood up and
said of the company “They have
brought the theatre to Provincetown.”

Every summer since, the Playhouse
on the Wharf has continued its season,
which opens either on June 30th or
July 1st. Miss Huntington and Miss
Thoms are still co-managers, with the
former in charge of public relations,
and the latter business manager. Both
also act in certain productions and
assist in directing; Miss Thoms also
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does some designing. This summer,
Erward Dodge Thommen, resident
director with the Poets’ Theatre, Cam-
bridge, since 1953, 1is director. He

| taught acting and directed the Drama

Department at Bennington College; in
his career in the theatre he has been
an actor, ditector of stage plays, films
and television in England, as well as in
this country since 1946.

Each year the acting company in-
cludes about 12—six men, four women
and the two women managers, all of
whom are professionals, with the ex-
ception of two actresses who are ad-
vanced scholarship apprentices. This
summer there are seven men, Fred
Levy, Robert Beatey, Jackson Barry,
Geoffrey Lafayette, Robert C. Lee,
Alex Wolfson and J. D. Shuchter. The
actresses are Anne Howard, Sarah
Braveman, Wendy Reeves, Joanna
Hutchins, Heidi Zimmerli and, of
course, Miss Huntington and Miss
Thoms. In true repertory theatre tra-
dition, there is no set pattern in cast-
ing leads; the actor and actress who
play the leads in one production, may
have small roles in another. They
also have a variety of experience which
includes work in the Property Depart-
ment, Lighting, Costume Department,
Bets, House Management, Publicity
and Box Office. Each head of a de-
partment has an assistant, who takes
over most of the work when the depart-
ment head has a heavy role in a pro-
duction.

Entrance to Playhouée On-The-Wharf

opening night, with the company act-
ing in one play, rehearsing the next to
be produced, and studying a third, re-
hearsals are held at the theatre in the

morning from 10 to 12, and in the af- ...

ternoon from 2 to 5.

The little theatre, which seats 168,
has only two dressing rooms, one for
men and one for women. The wharf
space, a delightful place for audiences
to gather between the acts, is also very
essential to the work of the company. |
Here sets are built and painted; Miss
Huntington recalls that in the early
days the harbor water came right up\w
under the wharf at high tide, but to-
day, sand has piled up. Costumes are
made in a workroom in the theatre. By
now, the company has accumulated a
huge wardrobe, many of the costumes
having been given as gifts; they also
have a large collection of “props”. All
these are kept in the theatre attic dur-

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25, 1956

ing the winter. Many people in Prov-
incetown, year round and summer resi-
dents, often loan costumes, pieces of
furniture and accessories, for use in
the different productions.

Among the well known writers whose
plays have been first produced at the
Playhouse are Conrad Aiken, Denis
Johnston, Dorothy Gardner, Edward
Caulfield, Laurence Eyre and Reginald
Lawrence. Many young actors and
actresses, who have played here, have
gone on to success, including Gena
Rowland, who was seen last winter in
New York, with Edward G. Robinson
in “The Middle of the Night”; Gaby
Rogers, who has had many television
roles; and Carol Wheeler, who played
in the Broadway production of “Life
With Father”. Also Peter Donat, who
has appeared on Broadway in many
television parts and at the Stratford
Theatre festival in Connecticut; John
Reece, who played with Julie Harris
in “The Lark”; Sorrel Booke, who ap-
peared with Orson Wells in “King
Lear” and who played in “Henry Vth”
during the Cambridge Festival at
Sanders Theatre. He also appeared at
the Playhouse in a production of “As
You Like It.” John Seig, who was 32
member of the company one summer,
is now Technical Director of the Poetry
Centre Theatre in New York.

In the next few weeks, following the
production of “S. S. Glencairn”, the
company will produce “The Chalk
Garden”, the Broadway success of last
season by Enid Bagnold; Jane Bowles’
’ delightful play “In the Summer
House” and O'Neill's great comedy
“Ah, Wilderness.” Another play is still
to be announced. The season will come
to a close with the annual Actors’
Benefit on Sunday, September 2 and
on Labor Day, September 3.

Subscribe to The NEW BEACON

During the winter Miss Huntington,
who has been associated with the
Poets’ Theatre in Cambridge since
1951, Miss Thoms and the director read
scripts and plays in preparation for the
summer season. They then decide
what plays will be produced. During
the Easter holidays, all three hold in-

“| terviews in New York with actors anc

actresses; those who seem most prom
ising are called back later, and in May
contracts for the season are signec
Miss Huntington and Miss Thom
come to Provincetown about June I
and on June 15 the company and d:
rector assemble. The first four pla:
of the season are cast, and the ne:
two weeks, until opening night, are
period of intensive rehearsal. Aft
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The audience al theYopening pro-
duction at the Provincetown Play-
house was welcomed by the town
crier who spoke briefly before the
curtain. The play, “The Great Di-
vide” by William \(auéhn Moody,
was chosen as an example of Amer-
ican Theatre just preceding Eugene
O‘Neill. It was also an example of the
behind-the-proscenium. realism . which
flourished before the advent of the
cinema. By consequence, there were
naked moments when theatre-goers
giggled with slight embarrassment;

there was also planned humor, when
laughter was uninhibited.

The piot concerned Ruth Jordan,
a New England girl in Arizona, who,
when besieged by three rough drunks,
promised herself to Stephen Ghent,
the best of them. Stephen’s develop-

‘ment thereafter in their home in

the west and later visiting in Massa-
chusetts was a slow but steady sort
of renaissance. In contrast Ruth was
vacillating. She wanted to love life
but fought acceptance of a situation
which disagreed with her back-
ground. This division yielded a high
quotient for spectators.

As Ruth and Stephen, Anne Ho-
ward and Geoffrey Lafayette were
outstanding in long and difficult
roles. The high-collared Robert Beat-
ey and Robert Lee, and especially
the charmingly-gowned Wendy
Reeves gave good support in second-
ary parts. Of the others Sarah Brave-
man and Fred Levy were notable.
Special plaudits go to director Ed-
ward Thommen. However, it is hoped
that the company will improve in its
projection to the audience, and in its
sense of motivation - for although
the pace they pushed was vital, so are
pauses.

I was distracted by details such as
some artificial flowers spoken of as
real, shadows on the sky drop, wab-
bly rocks, and a shaky mantlepiece.
Couldn’t these  be obviated by a
crew that can convincingly fake a
weaving loom and achieve such gen-
erally admirable over-all appearances
in three different sets? Or should the
budget be reconsidered?

Joan Sparow
® &




The Provincgtowfi Playhouse pro-
vides superb shmmer fare this week
with a well Halanged production of
“The Gentle Peoplé” directed by Ed-
ward Thommén. The story may seem
stereotype to “$ome, but I found it
enthralling. The play is written in
three acts with eleven scenes in-
cluding five different sets! The com-
pany succeeds commendably well
with this huge assignment and gives
the audience suitable sounds and
sights and props and costumes to
enhance the good acting. But the
clearly delineated characters are the
play’s unquestionable quintessence.

Fred Levy is aware of this as he
presents an excellent portrayal of the
gentle Jonah Goodman; if space per-
mitted I would extoll the special tal-
ents of this acter, but he leads a long
iist of players and zli deserve men-
tion. A close second, Alex Wolfson
ably characterizes the Greek, Ana-
| gnos. Anne Howard, Robert Beatey,
and Geoffrey Lafayette are the points
of a love triangle; each makes an in-
dividual contribution to this drama.
Joanna Hutchins drew audience ap-
plause for her interpretation of Flor-
ence Goodman, but I felt she touches
only part of the many qualities in a
rather small, but very difficult role
and that she plays as a monologuist

rather than as an intergrated part of |

", the play. Sarah Braveman is an

L
amusing Angelina and although Ju-
dith Steffan is on stage for only a
| few seconds she makes a vivid im-
! pression.
handles two different types of parts
and Jack Barry, Jay Shucter, and
Edward Dodge do well with -small
parts.

JOAN SPARROW

{ %t
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Robert Lee successfully:

“The|Lady From
The Sea”

An excursion{boat whistle, a cool
veranda, an artist at his easel, a
flowered trellis,”a fish pond, a band
concert, and a tourist guide are but
a few of the well presented back-
ground items of the summer-resort
setting for “The Lady from the Sea”
which seem familiar to both sum-
mer visitors and year-‘rounders at-
tending the Provincetown Playhouse
this week. I hope no one avoids
this fine production because of the
playwright’s name. Although Hen-
rik Ibsen, like the ocean, has great
depth into which some may .enjoy
plunging, others will be well enter-
tained by observing only the  sur-
| face waves. The deep portions of the
drama deal with the same questions
of here or abroad and duties or de-
sires which O'Neill asks in “Beyond
the Horizon™.

However, the structure is very
different, for O‘Neill uses two broth-
ers to support his ideas with a tragic
outcome, whereas Ibsen builds on the
eternal triangle with pleasing results.
The triangle is isosceles with the two
long parts played by Virginia Thoms
in the title role and by Fred Levy,
her sympathetic husband, Dr. Wan-
gel. Miss Thoms, first gowned in
mossy green and later in becoming
gowns of the period, projects well the
mixed feelings of a woman preoccu-

| pied by an unsual experience in her

past. Mr. Levy creates a complete
personality which differs from all
of the many others I've seen him por-
tray. Both of these leading players
are particularly aware of their re-
lation to the play as a whole and
thereby help the others present a
fluid production. They display pro-
fessional skill, especially in their
several scenes alone together. The
triangle’s third side is a small part -
that of a stranger from Mrs. Wangel’s
past, and a strange one he is. Geofrey
Lafayette successfully assumes this
odd individual.

Surface motion of the drama is
ably increased by the interspersed ac-
tivities of Dr. Wangel’s two daughters
played by Heidi Zimmerli and Jud-
ith Steffan, and by two friends: a
young would-be-sculptcr, Jackson
Jackson Barry, and a former tutor,
Robert Lee. Alex Wolfson and sever-
al others colorfully complete the
composition.

Joan Sparrow




"THE GENTLE rEOPLE"

Not sll t'e peoprle =re gentle in Irwim Shaw's long,
exciting, =nd sbsorring Jrsm., "The Gentle Feople"., But
al?! the chorecters e very vetl peorle. The Frovincetown
Playhouse is rscrestin: then In that pluy this week with
grent zrofessioaalism,

Tae prineipal role of Jonuh Goodman is (layew with
gsympetheilic feelinz =nd umusuel 8kill by Fred levy. His
fighinzy companion »n boord Yhe smsll Loat on stage is
‘Philip Anagros; hé is extremely well played by Alex
Wolfscn. His wile, Floreunce, is now ably interpreteé by
Virgiclis Thons, who _competontly relates the part to the
Pley. Peatrice Falpert is zo00d sz the new aAnselinea,
Othoers ir the crst remein the shme; ail reXflect the

excellsnt Sirectlon of Tdwerd Thonmen.

Joan parrow
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peb> sculptress,

ljust in case the magic and mysticism |

“Orplleus o

Jean Cocteau makes a delig‘nth_l]i
comedy of the traditior}ally tragxci
story of Orpheus. This is the playi
now at the Provincetown Playhouse. !
Certainly it is not all Greek to the
audience. Although the theme folipws
the myth about the poet who brings
his wife, Eurydice, back fron} the
land of the dead, it proceeds in an!
unusual and very modern way. Then,

in it leave any doubts, the play ends
with a prayer which is not so much
religious as heuristic and 'explanatory.
. Geoffrey Lafayette (with the he}p
Beatrice Paipert) lit-
erally loses his head in this drama,

-actor he is poised and
handsome and all that Orpheus
‘should be. Anne Howard is his beau-
tiful Eurydice. She gives a smooth
performance in a role which dem{mds
loving devotion and jealousy - jeal-
ousy of a horse, no less, but whgt
a horse! Robert Beatey displays his
stage versatility in the part of Heur-
tebise, a charming, impish, and sur-
prisingly keen glazier.. )

Death is dazzlingly impersonated
by Virginia Thoms. Robert C. Lee
and Alex Wolfson as a police com-
missioner and his clerk make an am-
using pair.

This is a fresh production of a
play filled with laughs and surprises
and only about an hour from Or-
leans.

Joan Sparrow

;7 @ @ w

“The Chalk Garden’

Don’t 1

njoyment of “The
the Provincetown

interestingly enacted
by Robert Beatey, is the houseman
in the manorial setting of this delight-
ful comedy.

The main emphasis turns on Laurel
who is growing in liberty in her
grandmother’s home. Judith Steffan
plays this intriguing sixteen year old
girl. Miss Steffan’s skill with the part
suggests her name may eventually be-
come a well known one in the thea-
tre world. But she may justifiably
side step the stage for either radio,
her voice alone is Very expressive, or
for dance - she capers gracefully
through the play.

Virginia Thoms is Miss Madrigal,
the mysterious woman chosen to care
for Laurel and incidentally the gar-
den. Miss Thoms gives great depth
and an ideal interpretation to this
character. Catherine Huntington
reigns as Laurel’s “Grandloo”, a
charming woman without any under-
standing of either plant or human
cultivation.

The wheels within €cOog on many
universal
ine. Discipline in the home is ordered
by many ev&n—a-nf{tnseen invalid, Pink-
bell, once doorman, still authoritarian;
discipline in the English courts is
indirectly suggested by a cross exam-
ination sort of game by Laurel and
Miss Madrigal, and directly discussed

by a visiting judge. This is a garden

questions, especially discip- |

tour you can enjoy sitting down-
Joan Sparrow
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one day recently and the first thing
she saw was North Truro so, of course,
she read on. It seems that a girl from
there is marrying a boy stationed here
at the Air Base. Small world! Think
maybe it made Helen just a little
home-sick. However Helen is kept
pretty busy with her three children
and maybe when the baby is a little
older she will make another trip home.

Mrs. William Perry has been away on
vacation in Boston and Old Orchard
Beach in Maine. Her son, Donald, took
her on the trip.

The Kaki Captivas have left for their
home in ‘Mississippi after being in the
village for a little over a week.

Mrs. Robert Newcomb of Ottawa,
Illinois ‘has spent several afternoons
recently with Agnes Silva.

Coming Events

July 12, Ladies Aid Annual Summer
Fair in the vestry of the Christian
Union Church starting at 10 'a. m. Also
on the same night the Activities Com-
mittee of the church will have a buffet
supper. The menu will be baked beans,
ham, salads, hot rolls, homemade pies
and coffee. Mrs. Charles Holway 1s
chairman. July 17—Paper Drive for
the Truro Boy Scouts, Troop 85. Kindly
have your papers out by 6 p. m. and
they will be picked up during the early
evening. July 19—Catholic Ladies Fair
at the North Truro Fire Station, Mrs.
Frances Wood, chairman. Sounds like
a busy summer for many of us.

George and Lillian Howard and their
family were away for the weekend.

Hope and Ralph Tinkham attended a
reception for Mrs. Elsie Wheeler, Depu-
ty. Grand Matron and Christine Howe,
Deputy Grand Marshal in Cotuit on
Thursday night, and on Saturday they
attended another reception in Danvers
for Associate Grand Conductress, Ger-
trude® B. Martin and Dorothy Faino,
Associate Grand Marshal. They spent
Saturday night in Topsfield and re-
turned home on Sunday.

Tony and Kenneth Lopes and Bev-
erly Baird went to Worcester Friday
for the day.

And now to birthdays—Helen Farns-
worth and Eugene Packett share the
6th. Rheua and Ralph Hovey celebrate
their wedding anniversary on the 4th
of July and Mary and Sumner Horton
have their day on the 8th. Best wishes
to you all.

Guess that’s it, have a happy holiday
all of you and if you are driving be
careful, and we’ll see you next week.

““The Gentle People”
Next At Playhouse

“The Gentle People”, a contemporary
play by Irwin Shaw, will be presented
beginning next Monday night as the
Playhouse on the Wharf’s second pro-
duction of the season.

The scene is a Brooklyn pier in New
York harbor. Fred Levy plays a lead-
ing role, with Alex Wolfson, new to the
company this summer, as his friend
and fishing companion, the Greek
chef, Philip Anagnos. Sarah Brave-
man, Anne Howard and Joanna
Hutchins will be seen in the play
which is being directed by Edward
Thommen, with Judith Steffan as
stage manager.

A special lobby display this week at
the Playhouse features signed photo=-
graphs of authors and directors who
have been associated with the company
since 1940. There are also photo-
graphs of many who helped make
Provincetown famous, including one of
Eugene O’Neill, which bears a message
of appreciation written by him to the
present management; Susan Glaspell,
Mary Heaton Vorse and Harry Kemp.
Also on display is the fine etching of
O’Neill’s house on the back beach by
W. H. W. Bicknell, which was present-
ed to the Playhouse by his widow,
Mary Bicknell, whose photograph is
also on display. The photograph shows
Mrs. Bicknell standing on the stage of
the Wharf Theatre which she founded
in the West End, and which was
destroyed some years ago in a storm.

Visitors are welcome to the wharf
and the lobby mornings and after-

noons.

22 NEW MEMBERS JOIN
PORTUGUESE AMERICAN
CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Twenty-two new members were in-
ducted into the Portuguese American
Civic League at last Sundéy night’s
meeting held in the Parish Hall of the
Church of St. Peter the Apostle. Joseph
Lewis, President, presided.

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis were appointed
delegates to the 1956 Convention which
will be held over Labor Day weekend
at Fall River.

The Committee on membership, John
Cook and Frank Flores, gave their re-
port. Those accepted as new members
include:

Captain and Mrs. Domingo Godinho,
Mr .and Mrs. Albert Carter, Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Perry, Jr., Joseph Cook,
Joseph Matta, Joseph S. Bent, John S.
Bent, Jesse Ferreira, John Cook, Jr.,
Mrs. Madeline Fields, and Mrs. Minnie
Packett.

Also Mrs. Jessie Enos, Adrian Silva,
Mrs. Viola Cook, Mrs. Hilda Cabral,
Mrs. Mildred Silva, Mrs. Mary Silva,
Mrs. Mary Joseph, Mrs. Helen Flores,
Mrs. Virginia Lewis and Mrs. Clara
Cook. A )

Subscribe to The NEW BEACON
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<S, S. Glexcairn”
At Playhouse

On Monday, following the cur-
‘ent production of Ibsen’s “Lady
"rom The Sea”, the Provincetown
layhouse will present its fourth
ffering of the season, Eugene O’-
leill’'s “S. S. Glencairn”. This
narks the twenty-fifth O’Neill

sroduction to be presented at the

Playhouse since 1940.

Virginia Thoms, co-manager of
he Playhouse, who is seen this
veek as Ellida in “Lady From
Che Sea”, will direct the O’Neill
lay. The second sequence,
Bound East For Cardiff”, was
irst produced here in 1916 by the
Joted Provincetown Players and
srought O’Neill to the attention
f the theater over forty years
go.

Edward Thommen, who has
lirected the last three productions
't the Playhouse, will be seen for

he first time this summer in a}f

najor role when he appears as
riscoll in “S. S. Glencairn”.

“g, S. Glencairn” combines
hree of Eugene O’Neill’'s early
mportant plays, “The Moon of
he Caribbees”, “Bound East for
‘ardiff’, and “In the Zone” and
10lds audiences with an exciting
ivid dream of life on the sea.

Jay Shuchter, who was last
een in “The Gentle People”, will
.ppear as Yank with Fred Levy
s.Davis and Alex Wolfson as

‘ocky. Sarah Braveman as Belle =~

nd Joanna Hutchins as Pearl
7ill be seen in a romantic scene
1 “Moon of the Caribbees”, the
rst sequence in the production.

Virginia Thoms has designed the
ots and Anne Howard is again in
harge of costuming.

Wendy Reeves is acting as stage-
sanager for the O’Neill produc-
‘on which is the highlight of this
nmmer’s season.

lbsen Drama |
M Provincemwnl\

A
«  Playhouse Presents S
! ‘Lady from the Sea’ |

L
| €

i PROVINCETOWN, July 12—

Ibsen Play Has Powerful
T heme for Cape-tip Playgoer

PROVINCETOWN, July 17 — house On the Wharf, in her firs
Henrik Ibsen came to Province-|role of the Summer, as Ellid:
town last night, in spirit, through|the Lady from the Sea, an Ibsol‘
his three-act study of a woman’s|heroine of unusual theater ap
?eted f’(I)‘Iil frﬁegomFto choose her|peal. ‘
ate, “The Lady From the Sea,”| ¥ ,
which opened for a week’s run mos‘ira%‘f;bii:}?énDll;'y“;‘arré%el’L;‘;‘;
at the Provincetown Playhouse.|in another leading role. The tw:

A near capacity audience saw|make fine appearances and reall:
tr;ls habsorbmg study, the theme|do put life and thought to thei
of t eTSﬁ?a amli its spell on per-\roles, bringing them out finel:
sons. They also saw Virginia|for all its deep and sometime

(1“The Lady From the Sea,” one\(
. |of Henrik Ibsen’s most powerful|
‘1and absorbing studies of a wom-t

an’s need for freedom to choose\z
her fate, will be the third offer-
ing at the Provincetown Play-|1
house commencing next Monday ¢
night. |C

Virginia Thoms, co-manager of €
the wharf company since 1940
and an acress appearing in many,
of the productions each season,
will take a role for the first time
this Summer. ‘

Miss Thoms will play Eilida,
the Lady From the Sea, an Ibsen
heroine. As her husband, Dr.
Wangel, Fred Levy will take an-
other leading role, one 1n com-
plete contrast with his Jonah in
this week’s “The Gentle Peo-

le.”
p’Jeff Lafayette, now in the
gangster part of Harold Goff in
this week’s offering, changes 1n

<

for
He

the Ibsen play to the Stranger,
the man in Ellida’s life who botg_,

terrifies and attracts her like the s
sea itself.
Others of the company on

fan,
daughters of Dr. Wangel.

f——

Thoms, co-manager of the Play-|morbid theme.

_The Stranger, the man in E!
lida’s life who both terrifies anc
attracts her life the sea itself
and from whom Ellida finall:
breaks when Dr. Wangel give:
her the most priceless cure, the
complete freedom to make her
own decision, was played by Jefl
Lafayette.

Ellida’s final refusal to leavc
her home, which has not, of ne
cessity, been happy, but which
promises much in the future
makes for a fine ending.

The dialogue which runc
‘through the entire play is nicely
-\ |written, in sort of old fashionec
mode. The thoughts of all are
on a higher plane than is present
in many of the modern plays.
_Summer romances in the Scan-
dinavian fiords, and the sugges
tion of holiday times, are insert
ed into an otherwise sober offer-
ing by Heidi Zimmerli and Judith
Steffan, making their first ap:
pearances of the season as the
two young daughters of Dr. Wan
gel by a previous marriage.
Theirs are roles which have the
lift of youth, far from the morbid
thoughts of adults whose troubles
are deep.-

Lyngstrand, the man of all
trades, is taken by Jackson Barry,
while Arnholm, the tutor of the
youngsters, is Robert Lee. Tour-
ists apd townspeople include
|Catharine Huntington, co-manag-
‘ler, making her first appearance;
Anne Howard, Jay Shuchter, Ro-
bert Beatey, Joanna Hutchins,
and the director, Edward Thom-
men.

All do their very best to make
the play a smooth running ve-
hicle and, for the Summer thez
ter-goer seeking a change of
pace, a little of the older type
of play with a powerful theme,
last night’s offering at Province-
|town is a. must.

EEEE— ]

stage ;

their first acting roles arej-
idi Zimmerli and Judith Stef-
playing the two young

N.G.N.




0'Neill Works
To Be Offered

Three Plays Slated
At Cape-tip Theater

PROVINCETOWN, July 20—
The first works by Eugene O’Neill|.
to be shown at  Provincetown
Playhouse this year will go onj
stage starting Monday night at|
the playhouse on the wharf.

The O’Neill offering, “S.S.!
Glencairn,” actually includes!
‘three separate plays, featuring|.
“Bound East for Cardiff,” which
was one of the earlier works of|,
the playwright and marked the
beginning of his distinguished
career. Others in the cycle to
be shown next week will be|
“Moon Of the Caribbees,” which|:
lwill go on first, and “In the|
Zone,” last.

In the sequence which the late
Frank Shay made of the short
plays of men at sea, “Bound East
For Cardiff” was the one first
.shown to the famous Province-
town Players of 40 or more years
1ago and read aloud to them by
|the actor, Frederick Burt, at the
ihouse of George Cram Cook,
their director, who recognized it
as the work of a genius.

It was the Players’ production
of “Bound East For Cardiff”
which brought success to O’Neill
and marked the beginning of his
career. Of that company of
young people 40 years ago who
shared O’Neill’s fame there are
|Mary Heaton Vorse, Harry Kemp

a.u-—n-.Aml-.-s e g———

[y

remained residents of Province-
town. Others often come to visit
and this season Ida Rau, one of
the actresses who worked with
the company in its early days in
. {New York, is again here.

This production, the first
O’Neill offered this season and|:
the one which marks the 25th for|:
this company, will be directed by|
Virginia Thoms, co-manager. For|‘
the last few years she has di-|-
rected the O’Neill play chosen for
the opening of the season and|
has acted in all those produced
here since 1940. ]

Edward Thommen, director
with the company this Summer,
is freed in this to perform and
will take the role of Driscoll.

and Frank Henderson who have| -

/J\r A

Playhouse’ o Repeat
“The Gentle People”

On Monday, August 6th, after the
current production of Enid Bagnold’s
. beautiful comedy “The Chalk Garden”,
the Provincetown Playhouse will pre-
sent again by request ‘“I'he Gentle
People” by Irwin Shaw. The first
production of the play which was of-|
fered at the Playhouse during the week
of Julv 9th, was played %o full houses
every night. Helen Bishop of The New
Beacon said “The whole evening was
one of rare excitement in the theatre.”

Audiences will again see Fred Levy

as Jonah Goodman and Alex Wolfson
as his friend and confidant, Philip
Anagnos. The rest of the cast fea-
tures Anne Howard as Stella, Geoffrey
Lafayette as Harold Goff and Robert
Beatey as Eli Leiber the young suitor.
Joanna Hutchins will again portray the
quarrelous Florence Goodman and Jay
Shuchter the amusing Lammanawitz.
The original Group Theatre produc-
tion of “The Gentle People” which was
directed by Harold Clurman and pre-
sented on Broadway in 1939 was
termed a “star maker” before it
brought before the public such notables
as Franchot Tone, Sylvia Sidney, Elia
Kazan, Lee J. Cobb and Karl Malden.
This production was considered to be |
one of the Group Theatre’s important '
contributions to the theatre world be-
cause of the significance of the theme
and fine quality of its cast.
The Provincetown production will be
directed by Edward Thommen who has
been responsible for most of the other
wharf offerings.

Jay Shuchter plays Yank; Fred
Levy, Robert Beatey and Alex

Lee plays the Captain; Jackson
Barry the donkey-man, and a new
member of the company, just
joined from Boston University
Theater, John Bumstead, is tak-
ing the part of the young sailor,
Paul.

In “Moon Of the Caribbees,”
the one play of the collection in
which women appear, Sarah
Braveman plays a conspicuous
role, and Anne Howard, Joannall_

Wolfson are in the cast; Robert Hutchins, Heidi Zimmerli, Ju-

dith Steffan and Wendy Reeves
are appearing.

e ~——

““““““““‘
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!'_Gentle People’

at Cape-tip

Called Good Summer Theater

PROVINCETOWN, July 10 —
“The Gentle People,” Irwin
Shaws’ three-act play of the pres-
ent, which opened last night at
the Provincetown Playhouse, is a
play of gentle people, but, as in
the old adage, still waters run
deep, and such is the case with
two old men who are pushed to
the utmost.

The two gentle people, Jonah
Goodman, played by Fred Levy,
and Philip Anagnos, by Alex
Wolfson, run up against the pro-
tection racket in and around
Long Island. They have to pay
$5 weekly for “protection” to see
that their tiny boat, which they
use for fishing, stays on top of
the water.

Harold Goff, played by Geof-
frey Lafayette, is a typical rack-
eteer, even to going so far as
forcing his attentions on Good-
man’s daughter, Stella, played by
Anne Howard. Then things begin
to jell.

When all is about lost, the two
oldsters contrive to get the rack-
eteer out in their boat, on a
pretext; slug him, and dump him
overboard. All lndlcatlons point
to the good fairy story ending,

they “all lived happily ever
after.” They cleverly cover their
tracks, Stella returns to her

iusual boy friend, Eli Leiber, play-

ook | by Robert Beatey, and that’
& theme of the play.

There was a constant change

[th

dock scene, living room of the
Goodman home; night court;
Turkish bath, with three scenes
in the first act; five in the second,

in scenery, between boat and!

and three in the final. The pla;
hcalled for specific scenery, no
elaborate, but well done to fi
the austere theme of near pover
ty.

The two major roles were wel
played by Mr. Levy and Mr
Wolfson. The speaking parts o:
the cast and the action of the
three-act offering provide manjy
laughs and fine entertainment foi
those seeking good theater ir
the Summer.

Robert Lee plays two parts
Magruder, the policeman, anc
Polack, steam bath employe
while Angelina Esposito, Anag
nos’ employer who seeks mar
riage with her employe, is ably
played by Sarah Braveman. Flor
ence Goodman, Jonah’s always
hurting spouse, who develops ¢
new ailment with each passing
day, is ably done by Joanne
Hutchins.

Others in the play include Jack
Barry as the judge; Jay Shuhter
as Lammanawitz, the anarchist
in the steam bath; Flaherty, the
inspector, by Edward Dodge, anc
Loretta Lombard by Judith Stef
fan. N.G.N




Gwes Fine Prbduchon
Of “The Gentle People”

“The Gentle People,” a - three act:
play by Irwin Shaw, opened the second
“week of the season at the Playhouse
' on the Wharf on Monday night.

The Playhouse company did itself
proud in the production of this beau-
| tiful and compassionate play which
| tells the story of two gentle old men,
close friends and fishing companions
in dreary Sheepshead By, who ‘dream
of fishing in the Gulf Stream, under
southern skies, just ‘once before they:
die. ‘The two, Jonah .Goodman and
Philip Anagnos, are typical ‘of 'the

good, simple people, who as one sald :

“get -pushed around.” In ‘their: case,
they get pushed around by . a water-
front gangster, VHaro}d Goff who not,

world of luxury and excitement She
- throws over her devoted boy friend,
{Eli Lieber, and agrees to go to Havana
with Goff, who plans to use the money.
he has taken from her father. In the
end, Goodman, with:the help of his
friend Anagnos, plan to get rid of
Goff; Stella, her eyes open at last, goes
back to Eli; and the play " ends with
the two old men sitting in their little
‘boat, once more dreaming of the Gulf

Stream and the southern skies.
It would be hard to imagine a better
fproduction than that given on Mon-
: : ,

5 a.lso pa,rt allegory, and Edward Thom
men, the director, did a wonderful - job f

'eleven scenes in the three acts, and
‘the swift changes in mood were ac~1|

between her and her father (we‘é
p Beatey, m another prmmpal role :

of Stella’s boy friend, EHL Lneber,

~Ma.gruder the Irish pohceman an

Polack the. dumb Turkish Ba.bh"ia
i.l;endant d1d two_ fine: pleces of
St acterizabion, ‘and - Jay. Shuchter

) effbclent stage managing.

"l excitement in the theatre;

in combining the two. There were}"

complished Smoothly and with'- no
break in continuity of action, quite a
feat for a cqmpany with only a short
rehearsal period before opening. The
individual performances were also fine
—Fred Levy, as Jonah Goodman, gave |
an inspired performance in a particu-
larly difficult role, and Alex Wolfson
as the pathetic Philip Anagnos, was
excellent. Geoffrey Lafayette as Har-
old Goff played the sharp, small time
racketeer, to the life; his scene in the
boat, in the last act, was particularly
fine. . Anne Howard proved agam that
she is’a young actress of outstandmg
imagination and talent; her Stélla was |
a beautiful creatlon and © the - _ scenes.

assured dmmatlc performance

,‘bert Lee playing ‘the dua

I.mnmana.mtz the cracked pati'o
the bath, contnbut.ed a. telling bﬂr
actmg Joanna Hutchms Sarah‘,Br
man, Jack Barry and- Edward Dodge
were very good in their small: pa;rts, :
and: Jud1th Steffan, as Loretta’ Lom-
bard, in Her brief appearance on stage.
added an authentic note. ;

The sets by Jack Barry, and lighting
by Robert Lee were very well done,
and provided just the right atmosphete
for the play. Costumes by Anne How-
ard were exactly right, and credit
should also go to'Judith Steffa.n for

% The whole evenmg was. one of ra.xe

capacity audience reacted with';bin'sj:s'
of applause, laughte'r and moments of

/L

the’ performances

353K



O’Neill One-Act 'Plays Revived

At Provincetown Playhouse

PROVINCETOWN, July 24—
The earlier works of Eugene
O’Neill, famed play: ight who had
his start 40-odd years ago in
Provincetown, came to life on
the Provincetown stage last night
as his sea plays were ably per-
formed at the Provincetown Play-
house.

With the tang of the sea, which
featured O’Neill’s greatest plays
and which developed when the
author was writing his works in
this town and on the lonely dunes
near the ocean, the three acts
actually were three separate
short plays, using the same men
characters throughout.

The first of these, “Moon of
the Carribees” is of a jovial, rois-
tering nature, featuring wind-
jammers, meetings with Carib-
bean women and drinking ‘smug-
gled rum, and has a full fledged
brawl, and little else.

Greatest Early Play

The second, O’Neill’s greatest
early play, “Bound East for Car-
diff,” is of melancholy character,
with the feature part the death
of Yank, played by Jay Shuchter,
and his final hours on earth with
his shipmate Driscoll, played by
Edward Thommen.

This features exceilent acting
and the theme of one man losing
his best friend. Many times in
their roistering, seafaring life,
they fought and, no doubt, near-
ly killed each other, but always
became faster friends.

The final play, “In the Zone,”
of a ship during World War I
carrying ammunition in the war
zone, features the crew thinking
they have turned up a German

spy, only to find his little black;

box contained love letters and
evidence that Smitty, played by
Robert Beatey, and his girl had

|
|

come to the parting of the ways’
because of his drinking.

The acting in all the sequences
was well done, but the theme
was characteristic of O’Neill,
somewhat on the morbid side,

except for a few roistering,

brawling moments, and reveals

the early workings of the author!

who later reached the pinnacle

of fame in his field. T
Others in Play

Others in the play included
Alex Wolfson as Cocky, Geoffrey
Lafayette, Big Frank; Fred Levy,
Davis; Noel Farrand, Lamps;
Jackson Barry, Donkeyman,
John Bumstead, Paul; Robert!
Lee, the captain, and the five
women, who appeared only in
the first short play as native
girls who smuggled themselves
and the rum to the crew. They
include Beatrice Paipert as Bel-
la; Joanna Hutchins, Pearl; Hei-
di Zimmerli, Susie; Wendy
Reeves, Violet, and Judith Stef-
fan, Flossie.

The plays are under the direc-
tion of Virginia Thoms, co-man-
ager, allowing the regular di-
rector, Mr. Thommen, to play
Driscoll. throughout.

N.G.N
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Brilliant Production Of
0’Neill Plays Given By
Playhouse Gompany

Eugene O’Neill’s three one-act sea
plays, which he wrote while living in
Provincetown and which were first
produced here forty years ago were
presented under the title “S. S. Glen-
cairn” at the Provincetown Playhousc
on Monday night.

The plays by now are famous. of
course, and familiar to nearly every
one interesced in the theatre; seeing
them again on Monday night, one
realizes how O’Neill’s genius shone
brilliantly even in his earliest work.
“The Moon of the Caribees”, “Bound
East For Cardiff” and “In the Zone”
are all written about a British tramp
steamer, “Glencairn” and the men who
make up her crew. The time is that of
the first world war; the action of
“The Moon of the Caribees” takes

y place on the main deck of the ship, as
she is anchored off an island in the
West Indies, and the native women
come aboard to join the sailors in a
drinking spree. In “Bound East For
Cardiff” we see the seamen’s fo’c’sle on
the “Glencairn”; Driscoll, known as
“Dris”, sits beside the bunk where his

old friend and shipmate, Yank, is
slowly dying. The last play “In the
Zone” shows the crew, again in the

fo’c’sle, as the ship loaded with muni-
tions, makes her way through sub-
marine infester water. They are suspi-
cious of one of their number, “Smitty”
who is obviously a “toff” as the Brit-
ish say, and not from their own class;
they think he may be a German spy.
One of the Smitty’s

crew searches

R PRI ]

bunk, looking for a bomb which is sup-
posed to be secreted there; he finds in-
stead a box with a packet of letters
which reveal the sad history of Smit-
ty’s losing battle with drink, and his
rejection by the girl he loved.

The plays are alive with ONeill's
early love for the sea; they are alive,
falso, with his tender understanding of
the human heart. At one time, in his
youth, he himself went to sea on
tramp steamers; he knew at first hand
the bitter life of the seamen of that
day; he knew their faults, their vir-
tues, and their high courage during
wartime. It could be said of O’Neill—
as it was of Savonarola—that he “was
one of those who knew no rest, because
the worlds wound ached so in his
breast.” All this is reflected in these
wonderful plays which many think as
great theatre as anything O’Neill wrote
later.

The production and performances on
Monday night were superlative; we
have never seen these plays done bet-
ter.
a marvellous job; the action was swift
paced and finely coordinated. Edward
Thommen, playing his first role of the
season as Dris, gave a brilliant per-
formance; and the scene, as Yank lies
dying, moved many in the audience to
tears. Fred Levy as Davis, was excel-
lent, as was Alex Wolfson as Cocky,
Geoffrey Lafayette as Big Frank, Jay
Shuchter as Yank, and Robert Lee as
the Captain of the ship. Robert Beatey,
as Smitty, the “toff”, gave a fine, sensi-
tive performance and his scene, as
bound and gagged, he has to listen to
his letters being read aloud, was very
touching. As other members of the
crew, Jackson Barry and John Bum-
stead gave telling performances. Noel
Farrand, who is not a regular member
of the company, was surprisingly good;
he played the accordian in one scene
in the fo’c’sle and had composed the
music for it.

In “The Moon of the Caribees”, the
only one of these plays in which
wolmen{ a.pr e feminine r;lebers

Virginia Thoms, who directed, did |/ in Cambridge, came to Provincetown

member of the Poets Theatre compny
at a moment’s notice, to replace Saran
Rraveman who because of an emer-
gency was unable to take the par.r,‘
Wwith hardly any rehearsal, Miss Pai-
pert stepped into the role, and played
it to the hilt.

The sets, done by Virginia Thoms,
were outstanding; it was hard to be-
lieve that the dingy ship’s fo’c’sle
wasn’t real. The women’s costut.nes
were delightful; the men, in di':.ty jer-
esys and seamen’s pants, and in foul
weather slickers and souwwesters—
loaned by local fishermen and the
Coast Guard—looked their parts to the
life. Robert Lee’s lighting, too, helpe‘d
tremendously to create the authentic
flavor of the whole production. ’.I‘he
thing missing Wwas the right

only
weather! ; .

ing night, accor g
(g)l?;;e?l’s aicount, there was real fc?g
in the harbor, and the real foghorn
moaned throughout the play. But the
Playhouse company can hardly be
blamed for this one lack in an other-
wise terrific evening.

T

to Susan

Forty years ago, on thel

-

t

\

—H. B. |\



Playhouse _()_ff ers
The Clalk Gardenw’

The Playhouse on-the-wharf
which has always been a t;‘adi-
tional home for the plays of Eu-
gene O’Neill because of the close
.affiliation with the original Prov-
incetown Playhouse is presenting
one of ONeill’s earliest works,
“g. S. Glencairn”. These three
gripping tales of the sea, directed
by Virginia Thoms, combine lusty
humor, vivid excitement and cap-
ture the ‘“real spirit of the sea”
to form a rich theater experience.

On Monday, following the cur-
rent production which closes its
lrun on Saturday, the theater on
the wharf will present Enid Bag-
nold’s Broadway success ‘“The
Chalk Garden”. A real piece of
wit and whimsy “The Chalk
Garden” deals with the efforts of
a mysterious governess to set to
rights the household of an ec-
centric granddame and her ir-
repressible granddaughter, Laur-
el
l Edward Thommen who has dir-
‘ected the first three playhouse
productions will also direct “The
Chalk Garden” and Judith Steffan
,who will be remembered for her
| portrayal of Hilda in “Lady From
the Sea” 'will play Laurel.

Virginia Thoms who was seen
last as Elida in the Playhouse pro-
Iduction of “Lady From the Sea”
‘will be seen as Madrigal the wise
__land humqrous governess.

""" Catharine Huntington, co-man-
ager of the Playhouse will make
her first appearance with the com-
pany this season as Mrs. St.
Maugham. Miss Huntington, who
was seen last as the Fisherman’s
wife in “Ondine” when it was pre-
sented here last season. i

Robert Beatey, who is seen as
Smitty in the current O’Neill pre—
sentation will appear as Maitlynd
and Robert Lee, who will best
be remembered for his portrayal
of Arnholm in “Lady From the
Sea” and who is also taking the
part of the Captain in “S. S. Glen-
cairn” will be seen as the Judge.
| Beatrice Paipert, who played
Ithe part of Bella in “S. S. Glen-
cairn” is a noted scuiptor and
dancer as well as actress. She is
a member of the Poet’s Theatre
in Boston. She came at a mom-
ent’s notice to fill the role when
Miss Sarah Braveman was sud-
denly called out of town. She
went on stage without many re-
hearsals. !

Others in the cast include Sar-
ah Braveman as Olivia, and Anne
Howard as the Second Applicant.
Miss Howard will also create the
costumes for the production.

Observer Praises

The Chalk Garden‘

By Observer

This week the Playhouse is pre-
senting “The Chalk Garden” by
Enid Bagnold. To 'me the title
seems to apply to a concommitent
of the play rather than to the
main theme. Admitting, however,
that said concommitent is a de-
finitely . over-lying factor to the

play’s development. The story is;

definitely interesting, absorbing
and attention holding; but I do
not mean to tell it here. See it,
hear it and be really entertained.
Virginia Thoms as Miss Madrigal
has one of those rare opportun-
ities to display her dramatic abil-
ity along with her outstanding,
dignified charm. Her presenta-
tion of a woman long subjected to
a rigid discipline is indescribably
convincing and there is also the

unbowed”. Well done!

"wish his make-up were a little
! bit more aged.

Third Applicant by Joanna
Hutchins, another part calling for
considerable contribution by the
player, most adequately met.

Mrs. St. Maugham by Catherine
Huntington. As usual this veter-
an player was fully equal to an
exacting characterization.

Nurse,. by Heidi Zimmerli, a
comedy hit and she got it all.

Olivia by Anne Howard, the
mother of Laurel, looked and
played with the dignity the part
required. ;

The Judge by Robert C. Lee,
.the kind of part for which he is
.eminently suited and which he
did extremely well.

The Observer found the play
and its presentation excellent en-
tertainment, a finding in which,
from its most generous response,
the audience fully agreed.

motif of “the head bloodied, but

Next Robert Beaty as Maitland,
{a good performance, but one could
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Playhouse Gompany
Repeats Fine Production
0f “The Ghalk Garden”

Enid Bagnold’s comedy “The Chalk
Garden” was presented for the second
time this season on Monday night at
the Playhouse on the Wharf. Since
the production is the same as seen
previously, we reprint our review of
August 1. This week there is one
change in cast—Lloyd Ely plays the
part of the Third Applicant, originally
played by Joanna Hutchins.

“The Chalk Garden” by Enid Bag-
inold, one of last winter’s successes on
i Broadway, was presented last Monday
| night at the Playhouse on the Wharf
i before a capacity audience, which ob-
viously enjoyed the play enormously.

The action was interrupted several
‘times by bursts of applause, and
throughout one -could hear quiet

chuckles of delight.

The play tells the story of an elderly
grande dame, Mrs. St. Maugham, who
has quarreled with her daughter,
Olivia, and has brought up Olivia’s
child, Laurel. Mrs. St. Maugham lives
in a world of unreality, longing for the
old days of pomp and circumstance;
her granddaughter lives also in her
own particular world of unreality. Be-
cause of Mrs. St. Maugham’s avid de-
sire to be loved and needed, she has
spoiled Laurel until the child is a
monster who rules the roost. She is
aided by the whims of the old butler,
‘forty years in the family’s service, now
. bedridden in an upstairs room in the
manor house, from which he issues his
orders. The only active servant is
Maitland, a young man who combines
the duties of cook, houseman, gardener
and nurse-governess to Laurel in a
frenzy of activity.

Mrs. St. Maugham, having advertised
for a companion for Laurel, chooses
from three applicants a young woman,
Miss Madrigal, obviously of good fam-
ily, and just as obviously from a mys-
terious background. Miss Madrigal
not only takes on Laurel—she takes on
the care of the garden, which is in a
shocking state due to faulty orders
from the old butler. Miss Madrigal
knows that flowers will not grow in
chalky soil—she also knows that: the

child Laurel will in the

not grow

chalky soil of her grandmother’s in- '
fluence. It is Miss Madrigal’s struggle
to free the child, and restore her to
her own mother, which is the main
theme of the play: the secondary
theme is Miss Madrigal’s finding of
herself. But it would be unfair to
audiences who will see the play to tell
how all this is accomplished.

The play is full of the charm, the
wit and the odd wisdom characteristic
of Enid Bagnold’s writing; and the
company did it honor. Catharine
Huntington, in her first appearance—
very welcome—this season, was superb
as Mrs. St. Maugham, ranging wita
equal skill from the lightness of the
comedy scenes to the depth of the
dramatic. Her elegance of appearance
and manner did much to complete the
role. Virginia Thoms gave a splendid
performance as Miss Madrigal; and the
scenes of conflict between her and Miss
Huntington were fine theatre. Young
Judith Steffan as Laurel proved once
more what an extraordinary actress
she is. Here is a real find in the thea-
tre; her acting is intelligent and
imaginative; and she had a sure grasp
of the character. Robert Beatey as the
harassed Maitland was excellént; here
is a young actor who seems to grow
with each succeeding role.

As the Judge, Robert C. Lee gave a
fine performance, the best yet this sea-
son; and Anne Howard, in her brief
scenes as Olivia, was her wusual pro-
fessional, attractive self.
the Third Applicant (for the compan-
ion’s post) was amusingly played by
Lloyd Ely; and Beatrice Paipert was
equally good as the Second Applicant.
Heidi Zimmerli as the Nurse made the
character sufficiently forbidding.

‘The direction of the play by Edward
Thommen was artfully done; and the
set design by Jackson Barry was un-
usually fine; how he managed with
properties at hand here to create an

authentic looking living room in an
English country house is a minor
miracle. The costumes by Anne

Howard were delightful, especially Miss
Huntington’s attire, typical of the
county society “bazaar opening” lady.

Seeing the play, we were amused to
think how the author, Enid Bagnold,
must have been greatly impressed in
youth by some domineering old butler.
The butler in “The Chalk Garden’”—
although he is never seen—is blood
brother to the butler in Miss Bagnold's
first novel “Serena Blandish, or The
Difficulty of Getting Married.” It was
he who told Serena: “A young lady
who goes to tea and stays for dinner
will never become engaged.” —H.B.

The part of .. .
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'S.S. Glencairn Tops

Past Performances
By Observer

Twice before, at the Province-
town - Playhouse-on-the-Wharf, I
have seen presented, “S: S. Glen-
cairn”. Never have I seen it so
well done as the performance
Monday night. Dubious for the
moment of my own judgement
and noting the presence in the
audience of Mary Heaton Vorse,

- grand survivor of the original 1915
Provincetown Players, who saw
the original performance of this
play, I went to her for confirma-

© tion. “Mary,” I said, “you saw
the first performance of this play.
I think this production is the best
I've seen; am I wrong?”
she said, “This was very good.”

Parts 2 and 3 were especially
well done. Atmosphere, that ma-
gic word of theatrical perfection,
that thing which carries convic-

tion, makes one forget the players
for the play, it was there at last
and the Observer was entranced.
As for good performances? You
find the bad one. The cast fol-
lows: o

Driscoll; i - Edward 'Thommen;
Smitty, '‘Robert Beatey; Cocky,|
Alex Wolfson; Big Frank, Geof-
frey Lafayette; Yank, Jay Schus- |
ter; Davis, Fred Levy; Lamps,
Noel Farrand; Donkeyman, Jack-
son Barry; Paul, John Bumstead;

.Captain, Robert Lee; Bella, Bea~

trice Paipert; Pearl, Joanna Hut-
chins; Susie, Heidi Zimmerli; Vio-

let, Wendy Reeves and Flossie,

Judith Steffan.

“NO,” -
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Playhouse To Present
““The Chalk Garden”

By Charles Moore

“The Chalk Garden,” a recent New
York sensation, will be seen at the
Provincetown Playhouse Monday, July
30 through Saturday, August 4, fol-
lowing the close of the current Eugene
O’Neill play, “S. S. Glencairn” on
Saturday, July 28. The Playhouse is
one of the few summer theatres to re-
ceive the rights to “The Chalk Garden”
so soon after its closing on Broadway
this spring at the XEthel Barrymore
Theatre.

The special O’Neill display can still
be seen in the lobby of the Playhouse
during the run of the current play. In-
cluded in the display are programs,
pictures, post cards, letters and news-
paper stories of historical value in thé
life of O’Neill and the persons con-
nected with the original Provincetown
Playhouse where his first plays were
performed.

Interestingly enough, one of the
sequences from the Glencairn Cycle
“In the Zone”, was recently performed

"at a boy’s school in Osaka, Japan, and
- was very well received. Other O’Neill

plays also appeared there but “In the
Zone” was a favorite. Many persons
still feel that these early sea plays were
among the finest works that O’Neill
wrote.

On stage in “The Chalk Garden” for
her first major role of the summer,
Catharine Huntington, co-manager of
the Playhouse with Virginia Thoms,
will play Mrs. St. Maugham, the role
first played by Gladys Cooper. Miss
Huntington was last seen as a tourist in
“The Lady from the Sea,” and is well
remembered for many character roles
in past seasons.

Virginia Thoms, director of the cur-
rent O’Neill play, and Edward Thom-
men, the summer director who plays
the leading role of Driscoll in “S. S.

Glencairn”, will reverse their positions
for “The Chalk Garden.” Miss Thoms
will be on stage as Miss Madrigal while
Mr. Thommen again directs from
“down front.”

i Laurel, the impish young grand-
| daughter, originally created by Betsy
| von Furstenberg on Broadway, will be
Iplayed by Judith Steffan who played
Hilda in “The Lady from the Sea.”

Robert Lee and Robert Beatey, the
only two men in “The Chalk Garden,”
appear as the judge and Maitland, the
butler. Mr. Beatey is now playing
Smitty in “S. S. Glencairn” and Mr.
Lee, also in the Glencarin Cycle, is
playing the captain.

Others in the cast include Sarah
Braveman as Olivia, Anne Howard as
the second applicant, Joanna Hutchins
as the third applicant, and Heidi Zim-
merli as the nurse. :

Enid Bagnold, author of “The Chalk
Garden,” is Lady Roderick Jones in
private life, the wife of the former
head of Reuters news agency. A suf-
fragette in the earlier days, she has
written seven books and three plays,
including her current best seller, “The
Loved and Envied.” Of “The Chalk
Garden”, William Hawkins says in the
New York World-Telegram and Sun,
“Miss Bagnold has created an Alice in
Wonderland world.”




Comedy, Mystery Blend Greets
Full House at ‘Chalk Garden’

PROVINCETOWN,' July 31—A
capacity audience greeted “The
Chalk Garden,” a three-act com-

edy, as it opened for a week’s
run last night at the Province-
town Playhouse.

A comedy with a theme featur-
ing the mysterious past of the
companion for the young grand-
daughter, the play got off to a
slow start, but picked up during
the second and third acts to pro-
vide good Summer theater for
visitors to Cape Cod

The plot was based on a broken
home, the grandmother caring
for her flighty granddaughter,
the granddaughter’s companion
with the secret past, and all liv-
ing under the shadow of a dying
butler, who had ruled the house-
hold for 40 years.

Virginia Thoms, co-manager of
the Playhouse, ably took the role
of Miss Madrigal, the applicant
accepted for the post of compan-
ion, the one with the ‘“green
thumb” in the garden, and a way
with the granddaughter. Her
well-concealed past forms the
mystery of the play. The judge
familiar with her story, played
by Robert C. Lee, turns out to be
an old friend of the grandmother,
and all ends well as the judge
visits the household in his swing
on the circuit.

Catharine Huntington, also co-
manager, takes the part of Mrs.
St. Maugham, the grandmother,
with her unpredictable disposi-
tion and caustic remarks, turning
them out endlessly as the play
progresses. Maitland, the male
servant,

rotic granddaughter Laurel,
capably played by Judith Steffan.

is played by Robert|:
Beatey, and the part is extreme-|-
ly well handled, while-the neu-|:
is|-

Beatrice Paipert is on briefly
as the second applicant for the
post of companion, and Joanna

Hutchins is seen as the third ap-I-

plicant.

Olivia, Laurel’s mother who:
has been estranged from both|;

Mrs. St. Maugham and Laurel, is
played by Anne Howard. This
complication is resolved as Lau-
rel is reunited with her mother,
and Mrs. St. Maugham finally
concedes there is need for Miss
Madrigal to stay despite her past.

The time of the three-act play
by Enid Bagnold is the present;
the place, a room in a manor
house in Sussex, England. Ed-

— i rA o

T i et bete

ward Thommen is director; Miss|,

Howard is in charge of costumes i
and Mr. Lee in charge of the
lighting.
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Gapacity Audience At
Playhouse Enjoys
“The Chalk Garden”’

“The Chalk Garden” by Enid Bag-
nold, one of last winter’s successes on
Broadway, was presented last Monday
night at the Playhouse on the Wharf
before a capacity audience, which ob-
"viously enjoyed the play enormously.

The action was interrupted several
times by bursts of applause, and
throughout one could hear quiet

chuckles of delight .

The play tells the story of an elderly
grande dame, Mrs. St. Maugham, who
has quarreled with her daughter,
Olivia, and has brought up Olivia’s
child, Laurel. Mrs. St. Maugham lives
in a world of unreality, longing for the
old days of pomp and circumstance;
her granddaughter lives also in her
- cwn pearticular world of unreality. Be-
cause of Mrs. St. Maugham’s avid de-

sire to be loved and needed, she has
spoiled Laurel until the child is a
monster who rules the roost. She is

aided by the whims of the old butler,
forty years in the family’s service, now
bedridden in an upstairs room in the
manor house, from which he issues his
orders. The only active servant is
Maitland, a young man who combines
‘the duties of cook, houseman, gardener
and nurse-governess to Laurel in a
frenzy of activity.

Mrs. St. Maugham, having advertised
for a companion for Laurel, chooses
from three applicants a young woman,
Miss Madrigal, obviously of good fam-
ily, and just as obviously from a mys-
terious background. Miss Madrigal
not only takes on Laurel—she takes on
the care of the garden, which is in a
shocking state due to faulty orders
from the old butler. Miss Madrigal
knows that flowers will not grow in
chalky soil—she also knows that the
child Laurel will not grow in the
chalky soil of her grandmother’s in-
fluence. It is Miss Madrigal’s struggle
to free the child, and restore her to
her own mother, which is the main
theme of the play; the secondary
theme is Miss Madrigal’s finding of
herself. But it would be unfair to
audiences who will see the play to tell
| how all this is accomplished.

The play is full of the charm, the
wit and the odd wisdom characteristic
of Enid Bagnold’s writing; and the
company did it honor. Catharine
Huntington, in her first appearance—
very welcome—this season, was superb
as Mrs. St. Maugham, ranging with
equal skill from the lightness of the
comedy scenes to the depth of the
dramatic. Her elegance of appeararnce
and manner did much to complete the
‘role. Virginia Thoms gave a splendid

|
l

performance as Miss Madrigal; and the
scenes of conflict between her and Miss
Huntington were fine theatre. Young
Judith Stetfan as Laurel proved once
more what an extraordinary actress
she is. Here is a real find in the thea-
tre; her acting is intelligent and
imaginative; and she had a sure grasp
of the character. Robert Beatey as the
harassed Maitland was excellent; here
is a young actor who seems to grow
with each succeeding role.

As the Judge, Robert C. Lee gave a
fine performance, the best yet this sea-
son; and Anne Howard, in her brief
scenes as Olivia, was her usual prec-
fessional, attractive self. The part of
the Third Applicant (for the compan-
ion’s post) was expertly and amusingly
played by Joanna Hutchins; and Bea-
trice Paipert was equally good as the
Second Applicant. Heidi Zimmerli as
the Nurse made the character suffi-
ciently forbidding.

The direction of the play by Edward
Thommen was artfully done; and the
set design by Jackson Barry was un-
usually fine; how he managed with
properties at hand here to create an

authentic looking living rocom in an
English country house is a minor
miracle. The costumes by Anne

Howard were delightful, especially Miss
Huntington’s attire, typical of the
county society “bazaar opening” lady.

Seeing the play, we were amused to
think how the author, Enid Bagnold,
must have been greatly impressed in
youth by some domineering old butler.
The butler in “The Chalk Garden”—
although he is never seen—is blood
brother to the butler in Miss Bagnold’s
first novel “Serena Blandish, or The
Difficulty of Getting Married.” It was
he who told Serena: “A young lady
who goes to tea and stays for dinner
will never become engaged.” —H. B.
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““Lady from the Sea”
Given Interesting
Production at Playhouse

'thought and action, written long be-
fore women came to take this right for
| granted. Ellida, “the lady from the
!sea”, the second wife of Dr. Wangel,
.is obsessed with the memory of a young

lman, a sailor, whom she had met years

The Playhouse on the Wharf pre- |before her marriage. He is inextricably

sented Ibsen’s “The Lady from the ' bound up with her love for

the sea.

Sea” on Monday night, as the third | When he returns on a ship, which calls

production of the summer season.

briefly in the harbor of the town where

In this play, the story is based on a ‘ the Wangels live, he comes to see Ellida
favorite theme of the playwright—the ‘and asks her to go away with him. She
right of a woman to freedom of  tells her husband how, years before,

(1

pron.

she and the stranger, as he is called, |

went through a symbolic marriage
ceremony; she feels bound to him, but
is torn between fascination and fear.
Eillida begs her husband to protect
her—not to let her go off with the
stranger. At first, her husband forbids
her to leave. it is only in the end,
when he tells her she is free to make
her own choice, and must make it, that
Ellida casts off the obsession, and stays
with the doctor and her family.

Now that we all know—or think we
know—a little about Freud, the play
does not have the excitement it must
have had years ago when it was first
seen. It is a play which if produced

by an inept company, would be pretty

boring it seems to us. But as done by
the Playhouse company on Monday
night, it was absorbing and held the
attention of the audience throughout—
nothing could be more of a tribute to
the director, Edward Thommen and to
the cast. Virginia Thoms, in her first
role of the season, as Ellida, was won~
derful, and once again proved what a
splendid actress she is. In the role of
Dr. Wengel, Fred Levy was excellent;
he followed up his fine performance in
last week’s play, with one equally fine
on Monday night. Heidi Zimmerli, ap-

pearing for the first time, was delight- |

ful as Dr. Wangel’s elder daughter,
Boletta; here is a young actress of real
talent.

It was Judith Steffan—also playing a
major role for the first time—to whom
top honors for the evening go. In the
part of the younger daughter, Hilda,
she gave an extraordinarily profession-
al performance, creating the character
of a joyous young girl to the life. This
type of role is one of the most difficult
in the theatre; it can so easily turn
into caricature. But Miss Steffan’s
Hilda was true and lovely and a joy
throughout the play.

Others in the cast, Alex Wolfson as

Balested, Jackson Barry as Lyngstrand !

and Robert Lee as Arnholm, also gave
fine performances. Geoffrey Lafay-
ette, who has played the male lead in
the two previous productions, appeared
briefly as the Stranger. Catharine
Huntington, Anne Howard, Jay Shuch-
ter, Robert Beatey and Joanna Hutch-
ins were cast in non-speaking roles as
Tourists and Townspeople.

The costumes were charming
authentic, and the sets delightful.

and
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Ibsen Delights
Wharf Audience

By Observer

This week the Playhouse is pre-
senting “The Lady From The
Sea”, by Henrik Ibsen. It is an-
-other of those plays that present
great challenge and that challenge
is met. It deals with psychology,
psychiatry, and ESP (that extra-
perception thing that lately has
had so much attention), all of
which adds up to the question,
“how will the public take it?”
Well, that part of the public that
made up the audience Monday
|evening apparently took it with
a great deal of satisfaction. For
the dramatic moments there was
most generous applause and the
humor got everything from de-
lighted chuckles to roars of mirth.
And—the laughs came only in-the
right places. :

The lovely Virginia Thoms, for
the first time this season, lént her
glamour to the cast in the role of
Ellida and with Fred Levy as
‘Wangle, two long and difficult
parts, carried the theme of the
play. Heidi Zimmerli was de-
lightfully pretty as Boletta and

e
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| young sister. She brought to the

with Robert Lee as Arnholm, an- |
other duo of the play, gave ex-
cellent characterizations of their
parts.

Jackson Barry as Lyngstrand,

from injuries, gave a faithful
presentation of the part, Geoffrey
Lafayette as Stranger managed to

to his role that carried forward
the idea of the play. )

Alex Wolfson as Ballested, the
ecentric artist, gave a most. ex-
cellent portrayal of his character;
genuinely humorous, thoroughly
convinging.

And—a whole boxful of orchids
to Judith Steffan as Hilda, the

part the verve of irrepressible
youth and never once failed to
keep “in character”. Her fishing

the part of both, that one moment-
arily expected them to come up
with a real fish, :

The influx of the tourists from
the excursion boat so struck home
to the Provincetown audience it
brought down the house.

Subscribe to The ADVOCATE l

the shy young man, recovering |-

impart a certain esoteric quality | .

scene with Robert Lee was so ex- | .
cellent a bit of pantomime, on |

~
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Is in Play

HEIDI ZIMMERLI

Miss Zimmerli plays one of
Dr. Wangel’s daughters in this
week’s play at the Province-
town Playhouse, “The Lady
From the Sea,” by Ibsen.
—_——

| i@The Gentle People

. !server visited the Playhouse in

bt

\ Audience Likes

By The Observer

On Monday evening the Ob-

| Provincetown and saw there, The
Gentle People. .It is a play of
three acts and eleven scenes; six
of which are in the same “set”
to which there is a continual
“flash-back”. Right here in the
beginning it is a pleasure to ap-
plaud the scenery (as did t_he
audience) and = the speed with
which changes were mrade: bravo!

Most of the action takes place
in a small boat and on the end of
the adjacent pier. It concerns
two old men who liked to fish and
dream as an escape from a drab
existence. Their families and
friends rounded out the plot and
for all the drama, the comedy re-
lief - was generous and good. All
the parts were well played and
faithfully presented, so well that
to pick stand-outs is very hard;
but we must accept the audience
decision and hand the orchids to
Sarah Braveman as Angelina Es-

I

etta Lombard, the little “floosit”
who was before the court for'
practising the oldest profession. |
The latter had very little to do,
but did .it so well she “brought;
down the house.” Sarah Brave-
man also was roundly applauded
at her exit right in the middle
of the act.

There is little better criterion
of the merits of a performance
than its reception by the audience.
By this standard, this production
is a great success.

When all was so good—what
can we criticise? The cast fol-
‘lows: .

Jonah Goodman, Fred Levy;
Philip Anagnos, Alex Wolfson;
Magruder, Robert Lee; Stella
Goodman, Anne Howard; Eli Lei-
ber, Robert Beatey; Harold Goff,
Geoffrey Lafayette; Florence
Goodman, Joanna Hutchins; An-
gelina Esposito, Sarah Braveman;
Judge, Jack Barry; Lammanawitz,
Jay Shuchter; Polack, Robert Lee;
Flaherty, Edward Dodge and Lor-

etta Lombard, Judith Steffan.

L

posito and Judith Steffan as Lor-

|
|
|




Of This
and That

By
Town Crier

To those who have honored this
‘column with a modicum of faith-
ful reading, the fact that sooner
or.later I will talk about some-
thing to eat, will come as no sur-
prise. Only this time, I will tell
you how to make it. That food is
interesting should cause no com-
ments for the moment we enter
this world our questing lips seek
the solace of nourishment. Last
week I went up to Ciro and Sal’s
and said, “I want something to
eat; you name it!” Sal with a
characteristic Latin gesture (no
doubt signifying good) said, “Pol-
lo alla Toscana!!” And presently
the same was brought forth. Now
get this: it proved to be young
chicken that had been baked, dur-
ing which process it had been
basted with sherry. It was then
placed in a casserole with sweet
peppers, onions, mushrooms and
spices. As it is cooking you add
more sherry. Now as to the
spices, you will have to use. your
own imagination and/or exper-
ience, but if you get the result
they did, you will have ambrosia.

While passing through the cock-
tail lounge of the Sea Horse Inn
the other early evening I saw a
young lady sit down at the piano;
the room was almost entirely de-
serted.
from that instrument was heaven-
ly, but when she saw me stand-
ing there enraptured, she stop-
ped. When I begged for more the
answer was, “Oh, no! I am too
out of practice.” I learned' that
for the past three days she has
been Mrs. Philip Sears, Jr., nee
Pat Thayer, of Waverly Farms,

Mass. A real artist!

The music she brought

To those of you who get a
“kick” out of the other fellow’s
discomfiture this should offer, atli
least, a medium sized “bang”.

The insignificant little string
that is wound around - a small
spring-loaded drum in the type-
writer to take the carriage across
as you write, just plain up and
broke on mine. I went to Paul
Lambert and dolefully complained,
“How can I get out a column with
that blasted typewriter gone dead
on me?” So Paul suggested I
use an old newspaper trick. Tie
a string to the knob of the car-
riage, hang the string over the
end of the table, attach a bottle of
sand thereto and again I'd be in
business. Didn’t have any bottle
of sand, but I did have a small
iron frying-pan so, voila, here we
are again.

During this past week the Town
Crier had an experience he doesn’t
care to repeat. While standing on
the pier awaiting the arrival of
“The Boat”, a lady came up to me
leading by the hand a very beau-
tiful child; a little girl some nine
or ten years old. Always inter-
ested in lovely hands, I immed-:
iately noticed the immaculate;
hands of this child. They were
exquisitely manicured and the
fingers were gracefully long and
tapered.
the lady asked. I held it forward
and those obviously senstive fing-
ers traced the outline and shape
of the bell, then explored the strik-
ing tongue. Next the shores, with
their buckles and high tongue.
Then the belt and pouch, as to
the contents of which, the child
inquired. As she inspected each
item the mother described it and
the Crier offered a word of ex-
planation here and there. The
child thanked me graciously and
the mother led her away. She
walked close to her mother that
she might match her gait—for
that beautiful little girl was blind.
The Town Crier was not ashamed
of the tears that wet his cheeks.

The business of the town has
had a most noticeable ‘“shot-in-
the-arm” this past week. Maybe,
if we can keep newspapers and
commenators honest for just a few |
more weeks, we may be able to
make a season out of this year|
yet.

“Let her feel your bell,”|....
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“The Chalk Garden”

The Provinc own’ Playhouse is‘I
giving a delightful performance of |
Enid Bagnold’s unusual piece for the |
theatre. “The Chalk Garden”. Judith
Steffan revels in the substantial role
of Laurel, the sixteen year old scamp |
in the family; her voice, and faciall
expressions, and actions are all that
they should be. Catherine Hunting-

ton as her chgming. unrcali:‘ic

gralidmother endea,’s the audience ‘10
- the character of Mrs. St. Maugham,
'a woman who would not ordinarily
! engender such reaction.

Miss Madrigal is the woman hired
| to supervise Laurel. As the play pro-
cresses she supervises more than the
| girl. Played by Virginia Thoms, the
| deep undercurrents in the personality
of this character are superbly pro-
jected to the spectators and even the
vehement moments are consistent
with the controlled character. Anoth-

j er servant, Maitland, is interestingly
! conceived by Robert Beatey. Robert

Lee delineates the elderly judge.

This play was welil received in spite
of a slow first act on opening night.
The setting is not a. garden, but an
attractive interior. Personally, I wish-
ed it were more stylized to echo the
truth versus make-believe qualities of
the play.

This play grows on a multitude of
garden metaphors which must be ripe
with extra meanings for those with
green thumbs. Even for the rest of
us, who are only able to call a hoz
a spade, this proves a pleasant even-
ing.

Jezn Sparrow

e

T
«g S Glencairn

S A frfaition of the Provincetown

Playhouse is the yearly present

ation

of a play by Eugene O'Neill. This

year

their choice, “S. S. Glencairn”,

is really three one-act plays about the

same ship and crew.

It includes “The

Moon of the Carribees”, “In the

Zone”,

and O'Niell's first play

«Bound East for Cardiff” which came

into being in Provincetown just forty
_years ago.

1 talked with onc of the ‘

original playhouse members, Mary

Heaton Vorse,

who said that then

they all painted scenery and all made

costumes. Tha

t now is quite tradi-

i i ny, for
tional with the present compa *1¢
x:mre hands helped prepare the pro

T

duction than received program credit.
Clarence Lepeer may take a bow

| for his assistance to set designer Vir-

ginia Thoms, who pictured so well
a tramp steamer deck and the sea-
men’s forcastle.

Highest praise goes to Virginia
Thoms who directed the rollicking
and exciting movement of more than
a dozen people on a microscopic
stage for the first play, the tension
and thoughtfulness of the mates in
the second, and the humor and sus-
pence of the last. In accomplishing
this Miss Thoms uses her vast thea-
trical knowledge. Moreover, she shows
not only an appreciation of tradi-
tion, but also an awareness of the
timelessness of O'Neill’s  writings
which transcends the dated qualities
of a radarless steamer. The play-
wright would be delighted by her
use of background music and modern
lighting. In fact. he would have rea-
son to be proud- of the whole per-
formance. Joan Sparrow




.;I‘Thc Gentle People
Returns To Wharf
|

- On Monday, the Playhouse-on-
|the-Wharf will present a repeat
| performance of Irwin Shaw’s com-
'pelling drama “The Gentle Peo-
ple”. When it was first present-
ed in Provincetown during the
week of July 9 to capacity au-
diences the Advocate stated that
“g]l the parts were well played”
and “when all was soO good what
can we criticize?”

«The Gentle People,” which
will play through Saturday Aug-
ust 11, is an exciting drama and
a complete contrast to the cur-
rent Playhouse production, of Enid
Bagnold’s lyrical comedy “The
Chalk Garden” a recent New York
success which will play before
Provincetown audiences through
this coming Saturday evening.

«The Gentle People” was ori-
ginally presented on Broadway in
1939 as an important production
of the famed Group Theater and
brought into public view such
notables as Franchot Tone as Har-.
old Goff, Sylvia Sidney as Stella |
Goodman, and Elia Kazan as Eli|
Lieber. Lee J. Cobb, Sam Jaffe,
Karl Malden and Martin Ritt were
also seen in that early production.

Fred Levy and Alex Wolfson
will again be seen in the Prov-
incetown presentation as Jonah
Goodman and Philip Anagnos.
Anne Howard who has created the
costumes for all of the Playhouse
productions this Summer will also
be seen again as Stella Goodman.
Geoffrey Lafayette will recreate

his verision of the sinister Harold

Goff which held avdiences breath-
less during the previous rumn.

Robert Beatey who is being
seen as Maitland in the current
production of “The Chalk Gar-
den” will play Eli Lieber the
young suitor.

Beatrice Paipert of the Poet’s
Theater in Cambridge will take
the part of Angelina Esposito.
Provincetown audiences last en-
joyed her as Bella in “S. S. Glen-
cairn”. Miss Paipert, who is a
member of the Poet’s Theater in
Cambridge is also a sculptor and
professional dancer as well as an
actress of wide range.

Edward Thommen who has
been responsible for the majority
of the Playhouse productions this
Summer is directing “The Gentle
People”.

e

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 1956

THE APPARITION — OR THE MIS-SPELLED NAME

(Wherein the spirit of Eugene O’Neill appears to the Poet of the
Dunes to protest against the mis-spelling of his Last Name, on the,
plaque set over the door at 577 Commercial Street)

(This poem is dedicated to John A. Francis, who Was not a party to
such a strange mistake)

I Had a Dream in which O’Neill appeared.

As if Eternity’s waves washed up his form;

Like some snow-dusted stranger from a storm,

He brought a shuddering quality to the night.

With wrath-bent brow, with blazing words which seared
As ghosts will walk over some trivial thing ’
(It is the least offense irks most the king

And gives to Greatness a distatse for Fame),

’Gene came to curse the orthographic slight

And lax disfigurement of his Last Name

Which ends with Two LLs, always, not with One:

{hs Name, mis-spelled, got Gene’s worst malison,

Gene, Shakespeare had eight-four ways to spell his name”
I began,—but the fierce, pale, famous form was gone. ’
I seemed to hear a whispered sound of rain
Though the full moon walked past my window pane.
The Other World in throngs besieged my brain.

I reached a shaking hand; turned up the light;

I took a vow to set the spelling right

And obviate a grim ghost’s malison! . .

John Francis, I was never gladder for the Dawn!
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‘| bursts of applause, and

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 1956

Playhouse On The Wharf
To Repeat Bagnold Play

“The Chalk Garden” by Enid Bag-
nold, which played to overflowing
houses earlier this month will return
for a second week at the Provincetown
Playhouse On-the-Wharf Monday, Au-

‘ gust 13th and will play through Satur-

day, August 18th. This makes the
second play this season which has been
brought back after its first presenta-
tion, according to the European reper-
tory plan which this theatre follows.

Currently playing through Saturday

is the first repeat play, Irwin Shaw’s
“The Gentle People,” a touching and
very human portrayal of drama in the
lives of two philosophical old fisher-
men.

Helen Bishop, in her New Beacon re-
view of the first performance of “The
Chalk Garden,” tells that “The action
was interrupted several times by
throughout
one could hear quiet chuckles of de-
light,” a highly proper reaction to this

play which weaves intense seriousness |-

and suspense through the comedy of
some of the scenes.

Catharine Huntington, co-manager
of the Playhouse, will again portray the
eccentric grande dame Mrs. St.
Maugham. Virginia Thoms, seen this
week as Mrs. Goodman in “The Gentle
People”, will reenter her role of Miss
Madrigal, the mysterious hired com-

.| panion, next week.

Laurel, the impish young grand-
daughter, originally created by Betsy
von Furstenberg in New York, will be
played again by Judith Steffan. Robert
Beatey, currently playing the romantic
Eli in “The Gentle People” will return
to his comedy character of Maitland
the butler in “The Chalk Garden.”

Robert Lee, who plays an Irish
policeman and a Polak this week, will
turn back to the grey haired judge for
“The Chalk Garden.” The second ap-

plicant will again be played by Bea-
trice Paipert while Wendy Reeves takes
on the role of the third applicant for
the first time. Heidi Zimmerli will re-
sume her forbidding countenance as
the severe nurse to the yet unseen
Pinkbell. :

Anne Howard, seen this week as
Stella, will play Olivia, the mother who
finally calls for Miss Madrigal’s help
in reclaiming her own daughter.

“The Chalk Garden” is presented un-
der the direction of Edward Thom-
men who has directed most of the
Playhouse productions this season.

Enid Bagnold, author of “The Chalk
Garden,” is Lady Roderick Jones in
private life, the wife of the formenr
head of Reuters news agency. A suf-
fragette in the earlier days, she has
written seven books and three plays,
including her current best seller, “The
Loved and Envied.” Of “The Chalk
Garden”, William Hawkins says in the
New York World-Telegram and Sun,
“Miss Bagnold has created an Alice in
Wonderland world.”

v




iIDNESDAY, AUGUST 15, 1956

Cocleau’s “Orpheus” "/

Jean Cocteau’s modern comedy “Or-
pheus”, recently performed in New
York off Broadway, will play at the
Provincetown Playhouse Monday, Au-
gust 20th through Saturday, August
25th, following the Saturday night
closing of Enid Bagnold’s “The Chalk
Garden.”

First translated into English and
published in 1927, “Orpheus” will be
presented in a new unpublished trans-
lation made for the Poet’s Theatre in
Cambridge by George Montgomery.
Mr. Montgomery, poet and artist, is a
member of the Poet’s Theatre com-
pany and his translation of “Orpheus”™
was performed there last May under
the direction of Edward Thommen
who directs the Playhouse production.

In the leading role of Orpheus will be
Geoffrey Lafayette, last seen at the
Playhouse as Goff in “The Gentle
People.” Playing opposite him, as his
wife Eurydice, will be Anne Howard,
currently on stage as Olivia in “The
Chalk Garden.”

Robert Beatey, currently playing
Maitland the butler in “The Chalk
Garden”, will be seen as Heurtebise,
the very strange and somewhat
" magical glass-cutter in “Orpheus”.

Death, in a beautiful and modern
conception, will be played by Virginia
Thoms, co-manager of the Playhouse
and mow playing Miss Madrigal in
“The Chalk Garden.” Her two assis-
tants will be played by Fred Levy and
Jay Shuchter, who played Jonah and
Lamanowitz in “The Gentle People.”

Robert C. Lee, playing the judge this
week, will appear as the police commis-
sioner in “Orpheus” with Alex Wolf-
son as his clerk. Mr. Wolfson is in
charge of properties for the show
while Mr. Lee handles the lighting and
stage managing. The set has been de-
signed by Jackson Barry and costumes
by Anne Howard.

Much as the “unseen” Pinkbell in
“The Chalk Garden” will be Judith
Steffan playing the horse in “Or-
pheus.”

Next At Playhouse . -~ |

“Orpheus”mﬁaxt
At Playhouse

The modern tragi-comedy “Or-
pheus”, by Jean Cocteau, great
French satirical and poetic drama-
tist, will be seen at the Province-
town Playhouse on-the-Wharf
Monday, August 20, through Sat-
urday, August 25. Enid Bagnold’s
“The Chalk Garden” will play
through Saturday of this week.

In “Orpheus”, Cocteau has tak-
en an ancient myth of gods and
goddesses and presented it on
stage as a contemporary scene
with modern young people, while
still including the magical aspects
of the legends. “The impression
which the Paris theatre of the
‘twenties and early ’thirties makes
at this distance is that of extra-
ordinary imaginative freedom and
luxury,” Francis Fergusson said
of Cocteau in “The Idea Of A
Theatre”.

Under the direction of Edward
Thommen, the Playhouse will

present the play in a new unpub-
‘| lished translation by George Mont-

gomery, poet and artist and a
member of the Poets’ Theatre in
Cambridge. The title role of Or-
pheus will be played by Geoffrey
Lafayette with Anne Howard as
his wife, Eurydice. Miss Howard
and Mr. Lafayette have played as
a team several times this season,
including “The Great Divide” and
“The Gentle People”.

The role of Heurtebise, the glass
cutter, will be taken by Robert
Beatey, currently playing Mait-
land, the comedy role in “The

Virginia Thoms, now playing a
part in “The Chalk Garden” in
which she escapes from death,
will play Death in “Orpheus”.
Fred Levy, who played Jonah in
“The Gentle People” and Jay
Shuchter, who is best remember-
ed as Yank in “S. S. Glencairn”,
will act as Death’s two assistants.
Robert C. Lee, the Judge in this
week’s play, will appear as the
pompous Police Commiss,ioner in
“Orpheus”. Mr. Lee also handles
the lighting. Alex Wolfson will!

|play his clerk and is also in
charge of properties. Judith Stef-

fan, Laurel in “The Chalk Gar-
den”, will take on the role of the
horse ngxt week.

Beatrice Paipert, Cambridge
sculptor who has had exhibitions
all over New England, has done
the head of Orpheus used in this
production.

The set design is by Jackson
Barry and costumes by Anne How-
ard.

the Playhouse will- have as the
last offering of the season, Eugene
O'Neill’s “Ah, Wilderness”. Twao
extra performances of this pro-
duction on Sunday, September 2,

Chalk Garden”.

and Monday, September 3, will be
'actor’s benefit performances.

TR WY it LA A At thae Aananae

After the close of “Orpheus” | |
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Cape-tip Players Interpret
Symbolic Drama With Skill

PROVINCETOWN, Aug. 21—
A recurring weakness in reper-
tory Summer theaters is the

over-ambitious selection of ma-
terial which is over the heads
of the players. Not so with the
small company at the Province-
town Playhouse, which special-
izes in pulling this sort of iron
out of the fire.

Jean Cocteau’s “Orpheus” was
the case in point last night at
the playhouse on the Wharf,
and although most of the cast
is rather young, its members
were obviously familiar and at
ease with the material in a new
translation by George Montgom-
ery

Thls is a typical Cocteau con-
coction, a comedy, dealing with
a young emotional poet, Or-
pheus, and his search for Truth.
He is accompanied on the ver-
bal journey by his adoring wife,

|

had good lines,

ley Spector’s haunting recorded

guardian
is dis-

Eurydice, and their
angel, Heurtbise, who
guised as a glass setter.

As Orpheus, Geoffrey Lafay-
ette had a bit of difficulty
warming up to the part in the|
first scene, but handled it|
effectively thereafter. His loyad!
wife was portrayed by the lovely
Anne Howard, who is playing
this week despite a chipped bone
in her elbow, result of an acci-
dent on Sunday

She captured the ephemeral
spirit of the role, which calls
for her to vacillate between life,
death and the spiritual world!
between.

As the glass setter who be-
friends Eurydice at the darkest
hour of her marriage, Robert
Beatey easily outshines his as-
sociates here, doing it with a
rack full of glass panes on his
back throughout the story. Play-
house manager Virginia Thoms
was an unusual cross betweenJ
Mephistopheles and Vampira in|
both costume and portrayal m,
her role as Death. |

In the lesser roles, all of which
Robert C. Lee
stood out as the officious Police
Commissioner. His assistant, play-|
ed by Alex Wolfson, kept the
audience’s attention divided be-
tween them during the last
scenes. Jay Shuchter and Fred-
erick Levy played Death’s maca-
bre helpers.

Judith Steffan was superb as
the Horse, although she failed to
answer a curtain call, and Stan-

tom-tom and cymbal solos put
the audience in the proper frame
of mind throughout R.A.M.
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0’Neill Play To Be Final
Production At Playhouse

Eugene O’Neill's “Ah, Wilderness,”
called “a beguiling play” at its opening
in New York in 1933, will be the last
production this season at the Prov-
incetown Playhouse on-the-Wharf, and
will open next Monday, August 27th,
and play through Monday, Labor Day,
September 3rd.

Special Actor’s Benefit performances
will be given on Sunday and Monday,
September 2 and 3. The proceeds from
these two nights are divided among
the acting company as an end-of-sea-
son bonus.

It has been claimed, as with several
of Bugene O'Neill's plays, that “Ah,
Wilderness” is partly autobiographical.
The character of Richard is much
akin to O’Neill himself when he was a.
dreamy, romantic boy in the home of
his father and mother. The story is
that of a sensitive and poetic youth,
struggling to grow in a world where
adults have forgotten, for a while, their
own youthful dreams.

Virginia Thoms, who directed
O’Neill's “S. S. Glencairn” earlier in
the season, again directs. Miss Thoms,
currently playing Death in “Orpheus”
will also take the part of Belle next
week.

Jackson Barry, in his first major role
of the season, will play Richard. Mr.
Barry has designed most of the sets
this year and last appeared on stage
as the Judge in “The Gentle People.”

The entire acting company will
on stage in this final production
cluding Edward Thommen, who ex-
changes directing for acting for the
second time this season. He will ap-
pear as Nat Miller. Catharine Hunt-
ington, last seen as Mrs. St. Maugham
in “The Chalk Garden,” will play Mrs.
Miller. Lily, Mr. Miller’s sister, will be
played by Anne Howard, currently
playing Eurydice in “Orpheus.”

The part of Uncle Sid Davis will be
taken by Robert C. Lee who is seen as
the Police Commissioner this week.
Heidi Zimmerli and Geoffrey Lafay-
ette have parts as the other children in
the Miller family, Mildred and Arthur.

Mr. McComber and his daughter
Muriel will be played by Alex Wolfson
and Judith Steffan. Others in the
cast include Beatrice Paipert as Nora,
the maid; John Bumstead as Wint;
Frederick Levy as the salesman; and
Jay Shuchter as the bartender.

The translation by George Mont-
gomery of the current production of
“Orpheus”, which was presented for
the first time by the Poets’ Theatre in
Cambridge, will be published this fall
by Wallace Fowlie.

be
in-




““Orpheus” Elegantly’”
Presented At Playhouse

The presentation of “Orpheus” by
the Provincetown Playhouse, which
opened last Monday night, leaves the
impression of an ambitious undertak-
ing elegantly carried out. To recreate
the sense of wonder is probably the
highest achievement of the stage, per-
haps its essential task; but to succeed
with a modern audience, an appeal to
the sense of wonder must be tempered
with poetry and humor, translated in-
to dramatic idiom through the artistic
symbolism and tactful stylization. This
is a most difficult undertaking which
the cast of “Orpheus”, under the able
direction of Edward Thommen, worked
out most successfully on their opening
night before a highly appreciative full
house.

There is indeed much to be com-
mended in their performance, one of
the most billiant we remember having
seen at the Playhouse. The sound ef- |
fects and the clean-cut set, excellentlyg
designed to evoke the right atmos-
phere, the lighting and costumes,
discreetly but thoroughly appropriate,
a certain unobtrusive stylisation of ges-
tures combined with an easy elocution
on the part of most actors, a light but
skillful touch in the treatment of
supernatural themes, a humorous
treatment which does not quite con- l
ceal the gravity of certain thoughts or
themes, all combine to make of this
well-integrated presentation a spec-
facle which everyone can enjoy. The
scenes, in quick succession, arouse |
amusement, aesthetic pleasure, the[
sense of mystery, plain laughter, or!
deep thoughts.

The trio of Geoffrey Lafayette, in
the part of Orpheus, Anne Howard, in
the part of Eurydice, and Robert
Beatey, in the part of Heurtebise, is
particulary effective in rendering the
poetic beauty of certain symbolic
scenes; Virginia Thoms plays the part
of Death with impressive and somber !
dignity while Jay Shuchter and Fred-
erick Levy, her aids, offer some comic
telief; Robert Lee, as the police com-
missioner, and Alex Wolfson, his clerk,

go even further, perhaps further than

)

necessary, in their efforts to counter-

f———
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balance the final /i;régedy. Let Us not
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forget the horse, the diabolical but
sensitive horse which, as played by

Judith Steffan, endears himself to the
audience to the extent that one re-
grets to see him take his bow from the
back of the stage.

The crude message uttered by thi
prophetic animal in Cocteau’s sur-
realist allegory seems to have present-
ed, in the English adaptation, a prob-
lem which the translator, George}
Montgomery, could mnot solve quite |
adequately. Apart from this mincr'
detail, his translation runs extremely
smoothly and seems to prove its excel-
lence by the very direct way in which |
it reaches the audience. —J. L. Salvan k
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» | “theatre” and excellent entertain-
.|ment . Added to the former ele-
.|ments is a collection of “magic”

Unusual Play,"
At Playho’user B

“Orpheus” by Jean Cocteau, at
the Playhouse this week, is in-
deed a most unusual play. While
in effect dramatic, it is so richly'
overlaid with comedy, both broad
and subtle, it just makes good

effects that are at times really
startling, carrying out the super-
natural aspects of the play.

Virginia Thoms as Death brought
to the part her well known glam-

tones as befitted the role.
. Ilustrating the old axiom, “the
show must go on”, Anne Howard

formance of Eurydice with a chip-

the night Before.
Geoffrey Lafayette as Orpheus,

in the part.

Robert Beatey as Heurtebise,
the unsuspected angel, gave a
kindly and understanding por-
trayal.

Robert C. Lee as Police Com-
missioner and Alex Wolfson as
Clerk gave outstanding perform-
ances. Wolfson’s ability to create
character and atmosphere is un-
usual.

A good show, an evening well
spent.

%Ah, Wilderness”
At Playhouse

our but with such ominous over- |

gave a lively and sympathetic per- |

ped eIBow, suffered in an accident |-

the young poet looked very welll;

¥

The entire company of the Prov-
incetown Playhouse on-the-Wharf
will be on stage for Eugene O’-
Neill’s “Ah, Wilderness”, the last
production of the 1956 season.
Following the Saturday night clos-
ing of Jean Cocteau’s “Orhpeus”,
the O’Neill offering opens Monday,
August 27, and plays through
Monday, September 3.

The special Sunday and Monday
performances of “Ah, Wilderness”
are Actors’ Benefit nights. This
ijs a traditional repertory custom
which is seldom wused in other
summer theatres. The entire pro-
ceeds from the two performances
are divided among the actors as
an end of season bonus and many

persons make a-point of attending.

the theatre on one of these nights.

“Ah, Wilderness” has been call-
ed O’Neill’s first attempt at a play
about everyday people in every-
day family life and New York au-
diences in 1933 found America’s
first playwright completely cap-
able of the necessary tender un-
derstanding of sensitive youth. The
story centers around Richard, a
young boy impressed by life and
poetry, struggling to grow in a
world in which the adults have
forgotten their own youthful
dreams. 3

Jackson Barry, who directed
this same play in Highfield, plays
Richard next week. Mr. Barry
has been responsible for most of
the scene designs this summer
and will be playing his first major
role of the season. '

Edward Thommen, who has dir-
ected all but the O’Neill plays at
the Playhouse, takes on the role

of Nat Miller in “Ah, Wilderness”.
Catharine Huntington, co-manag-
er of the theatre and last seen as
Mrs. St. Maugham in “The Chalk
Garden,” plays Mrs. Miller.

Interestingly enough, one of the
acting company at the Playhouse
this year, Anne Howard, is a des-
cendent of Elder Brewster who
many years ago arrived on the|
Mayflower and was one of the.
signers of the Mayflower Compact
in Provincetown Harbor. Miss:
Howard, currently on stage as|
Eurydice in “Orpheus”, plays Lily |
Miller in “Ah, Wilderness”. ’

Robert C. Lee, now playing the
Police Commissioner, will play
Uncle Sid Davis in the O’Neill
production. Mr. Lee is also in
charge for lighting all shows Alex
Wolfson, who plays the clerk this
week, takes on the role of Mr.
McComber next week while Ju-
dith Steffan plays his daughter
Muriel.

Others in the cast include Geof- |
frey Lafayette as Arthur, Heidi
Zimmerli as Mildred, Jay Shuch-
ter as the bartender, Frederick
Levy as the saleman, John Bum-
stead as Wint and Beatrice Pai-
pert as Nora.

The one member of the company
who does not take a role in “Ah,
Wilderness” is Robert Beatey, who
is playing Heurtebise this week.
Mr. Beatey will leave Province-
town before the end of the sea-
son to take a part which was cast
by his local draft board and will
next be seen in the United States
Army.

Virginia Thoms, currently ap-
pearing as Death in “Orpheus”,
directs the O’Neill play and takes
the part of Belle. Miss Thoms is
also responsible for the set de-

signs.

w



pacity Rudience At
ayhouse Applauds
1e Production

he last week of the Provincetown
vhouse season was gloriously ush-
«d in on Monday night with Eugene
Neill’s comedy “Ah, Wilderness.” A
»acity audience chuckled, laughed,
nlauded and appeared to be having
> time of its life as this family por-
11t was unveiled.
Che play, which tells the story of the
iller family whose home is in a
arge sSmall-town in New England,”
yens on the morning of July 4, 1906,
ith the whole family making plans
r celebrating the great day. In that
ng ago era, the Fourth was really
ymething; Nat Miller, head of the
amily, and Uncle Sid Davis are lick-
ng their chops in anticipation of the
fternoon “men only” annual picnic,
vhere the beer will freely flow. Aunt
Lily Miller, the spinster school teach-
:r, looks forward—but a little appre-
aensively—to the evening fireworks:
3id, Mrs. Miller’s bibulous brother and
man about town, and Lily’s long time
beau has promised to take her. The
Miller youngsters, Arthur, a ‘“Yale
man”, daughter Mildred, and teen age
Richard ali have their own plans. Mrs.
Miller, Essie, is busy as usual, running
the household with the dubious help

' R

) in time for the

of the general maid, Nora.

All sorts of things happen on thia
particular Fourth of July: Nat and
Uncle Ed return from the picnic, just
lobster dinner, and
Uncle Ed, true to form, is a little the
worse for wear, but in a most comic
state. Aunt Lily, once more, is re-
duced to tears and retires to the par-
lor. Young Richard, whose girl friend
Muriel, has thrown him over—due to
her father’s orders—is in despair; he

tries to drown his sorrows in a first;

juvenile visit to the local honkey tonk,
where Belle, a flashy lady of the
streets, makes an attempt to “warm
him up” as she says to the bartender.
Richard arrives home, finally, after the
whole family, particularly his mother,
has been worrying about him. After
he puts in an appearance, drunk,
dishevelled and his face plastered with
lipstick, he is banished to bed, while
each member of the family puts in his
two-cents worth as to what punish-
ment should be handed out. In the end,
Richard and Muriel are reconciled;
Aunt Lily forgives Uncle Sid; Nat and
Essie are happy that Richard has fore-
sworn the fleshpots forever, and the
curtain descends on Nat and Essie,
arms around each other, looking back
on the happy past, but agreeing that
the present is best.

In “Ah, Wilderness”, O’Neill was
writing at the top of his form; the play
proves what a master of comedy, &s
well as tragedy, the great playwright
was. This is a superlatively funny
play; it is also a beautiful and tender
play; how well O’Neill knew the hu-
man heart. And his portrayal of a
boy, on the verge of manhood, with ail
his high aspirations and dreams, his
comic inconsistencies, is one of the best
pictures of youth ever written for the
theatre.

The Playhouse Company gave a
really terrific performance of the play;
it is a temptation to go overboard in
writing about it. Edward Thommen,
the regular company director, in the
role of Nat Miller, was marvellous; he
built the character with a hundred
small, telling touches, so that you felt
you knew Nat Miller as an old friend.
The performance of Catharine Hunt-
ington, as Essie, Nat's wife and mother

of the family, was equally marvellous,
and the two, in their many scenes to- .
gether, were funny and touching at|
the same time. Robert C. Lee’s por- |
trayal of Uncle Sid was masterly; here
was the sweet tempered, loving but ir-
responsible middle aged playboy to the
life.

The big—and delightful—surprise of
the evening was that of Jackson Barry,
playing the role of the boy, Richard.
This was his first opportunity this sea-
son to play a major part; it happened
to be one of the most difficult types in
the theatre—teen age youth—and he
emerged as a young actor of great
talent and appeal. He was equally at
home in the hilarious scene in the
honkey-tonk and his wild return to his
home; in the wonderful scene where
the father, Nat, tries to teach the boy
the facts of life, and in the last lovely |
scene, on the beach, with his girl friend
Muriel.

Heidi Zimmerli, in the part of
Mildred, the young daughter, was de- ;
lightful and Geoffrey Lafayette very
good as Arthur, the “Yale man”. Anne
Howard gave a fine performance as
Aunt Lily, and Virginia Thoms made
Belle a very seductive character; she
was very funny in the scene in the |
honkey tonk. Beatrice Paipert was |
hilarious as the blundering maid,
Nora. In her one scene, Judith Stef-i
fan as Muriel, gave a lovely, moving |
performance.

Alex Wolfson as her father, David
McComber, was a real, tightlipped,
stern Yankee. John Bumstad, as Wilt
Selby, the other sophisticated “Yale |
man”, Jay Shuchter as the Bartender'
and Frederick Levy as the salesman
all were execllent in small parts.

Virginia Thoms is to be heartily con-
gratulated on an imaginative and fast
moving job of directing, also on her|
set design. The costumes by Anne
Howard were charming, and added
much to the authentic atmosphere of
the production. We only wish “Ah.
Wilderness” had been presented earlier
in the season, so we might have the
pleasure of seeing this wonderful pro-
duction again. Come to think of it, we
can pay another visit to the theatre
some time this week. The play will be
held over through Labor Day evening,
which will be the the last performancs.

The performances of Sunday, Sep-
tember 2, and of Labor Day evening,
the 3rd, will be special Actors’ Benefit
performances. —H. B.

>
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Playhouse Gompany ,

Members Make Plans |
For Winter Activities

The Provincetown Playhouse season
is drawing to a close with five per-
formances of Eugene O’Neill's “Ah,
Wilderness” left on the schedule. “Ah,
Wilderness” opened Monday and will
play through Labor Day, with Sun-
day, September 2 and Monday, Sep-
tember 3 as special Actors’ Benefit
performances.

When the final performance is given
and the final curtain call taken, the
Playhouse company will clean, pack
and lock the Theatre and be off to
various parts of the country to begin
their winter schedules. Catharine'
Huntington, co-manager of the Play-'
house and seen as Mrs. Miller in the |
current play, will return to Cambridge
where she is a member of the Board of
Directors, in charge of Public Rela-
tions and one of the acting company
at the Poets’ Theatre.

Virginia Thoms, also co-manager of
the Playhouse and director of the
O’Neill play, will take her household
and return to New York City to find a
new residence. Since the arrival of a
baby last March, her New York apart-
ment is no longer large enough for the
family.

Edward Thommen, who has directed
most of the Playhouse productions
this summer and is now playing Nat
Miller in “Ah, Wilderness,” will go to
Cambridge on contract as resident
director of the Poets’ Theatre, a posi-
tion he has held since 1953. Mr. Thom-
men will also give acting classes in
Cambridge this fall.

Jackson Barry, who plays the leadint
role of Richard this week, plans tc
hold classes in acting in New York
City, while completing his book on
methods of acting.

Several of the company will return

to the old actors 'stamping grounds in

New York City to pursue their careers,

visit producers and agents, audition

for parts and drink endless cups of

coffee at corner drug stores. Among,
these are Wrederick Levy, now playing’
the salesman; Anne Howard, seen as:
Aunt Lily; Jay Shuchter, playing the!
partender, and Judith Steffan, playing
Muriel in “Ah, Wilderness”. Miss
Howard will continue her acting class- ‘
es while Miss Steffan studies with'
Wynn Handeman.

Robert C. Lee, currently playing
Uncle Sid, will leave Provincetown with
his wife Pauline and settle in New
York City.

Two of the company, Heidi Zimmerli,
and Alex Wolfson, return to finish
their formal education. Miss Zimmerli, |
currently playing Mildred, will study
acting with Jasper Deeter of the
Hedgerow Theatre in Philadelphia. Mr.
Wolfson, playing Mr. McComber in the
O’Neill play, goes back to Emmerson
College where he will graduate with a
major in acting in the spring.

Beatrice Paipert, now playing Nora,
will teach sculpture at the Adult Cen-
ter in Cambridge, exhibit her own
work in the New England Sculptors’
Association and work with the Poets’)
Theatre. Geoffrey Lafayette, seen |
this week as Arthur, will also be with
the Poets’ Theatre and work on his de-
gree at Harvard.

Actors as well as management have
seen a successful season at the Play- |
house this summer. Managers Cath-
arine Huntington and Virginia Thoms
will spend the winter reading plays

and auditioning actors for next sea-
son while the Playhouse On-The-
Wharf sits boarded up in mothballs
and covered with snow.
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In the current offering, the Eu-
gene ‘O’Neill play “Ah, Wilder-
ness,” the company at the Play-
house-on-the-Wharf is :
itself, both collectively and ‘in-
dividually, - with fitting glory" for
the season’s close. With the part-
ing of the first curtain, applause
began, for once again the artistry
of the set designer was apparent.
Direction throughout the play was
excellent. Atmosphere was con-

% a fd

former’s grasp of the character
assigned and his or her exposi-
tion of the role was exceptionally
good. 3

Edward Thommen as Nat-Mil-
ler gave a wonderful demonstra-
tion of the value of the well plac-
ed pause, accenting his points and
getting entirely away from the
hurried reading of his part that
always leaves one wondering if

the actor is afraid of forgetting |

his lines before he can get them

|

said. An excellent portrayal.

Catharine Huntington as Essie
Miller has a tailor-made part for
her particular talent and was all
of the solicitous mother the role
demanded, with the
touches peeping through as though
shy of appearing frivolous.

Geoffrey Lafayette as Arthur
and Heidi Zimmerli as Mildred
had less outstanding parts but got
out of them all the parts had to
offer. Jackson Barry as Richard
and Judith Steffan as Muriel Mec-
Comber, furnished the “young
love” interest and were quite con-

covering |

comedy '

lance of the role but her make-up

Anne Howard as Lilly Miller,
the “old-maid” sister not only |
gave a most excellent “ perform-

was about as near to technical

perfection as one could ask.
Alex Wolfson as David Mec-

Comber, as usual, gave a per-

vincing as the two young people
trying to find their way into life.

Robert C. Lee as Sid Davis, the
bibulous uncle, did a top hole job
all through.

l thing ,to be desired. John Bum-

formance that left little, if any-

stead as Wint Selby took full ad-
vantage of every opportunity a
rather small role gave.

Virginia Thoms as Belle and
Beatrice Paipert as Nora, I am
going to consider under one head-
ing for the simple reason that
their individual performances,
their make-up and their recep-
tion by the audience, left one

been better.
That leaves Jay Shuchter as

man, two denizens  of the divg
where Belle hung out, had parts
that were in but one scene but
both did the workmanlike job
that one has come to expect of
them.

This is definitely one you should

not miss.

P, ]

wondering if there was any pos-|
|sible way that they could have

Bartender and Fred Levy as Sales- |

Provincetown Players Regard
1956 Season as Banner Year

PROVINCETOWN, Sept. 6 —
The 1956 season of the Province-
town Playhouse, which closed
Monday night, was in many ways
the most successful in the his-
tory of the Playhouse, Catharine

Huntington, co-manager, an-
nounced today.
The improvement over last

season was evident by mid-July,
when the performances began to
sell-out during the run of Irwin
Shaw’s “The Gentle People.”
Except for Thursday nights,
there were almost continuous
sell-outs for all the plays sched-
uled, including the two which
were brought back for second
weeks, “The Chalk Garden” and
“The Gentle People.” The larg-
est return came from the two
weeks of “The Chalk Garden.”

Close to this in audience in-
terest was the O’Neill cycle, “S.S.
Glencairn.” During Ibsen’s play,
“The Lady From the Sea,” which
met with warm response, a di-
rector from the State Theater in
Oslo, Norway, Stein Bugge, came
from Boston purposely to see this
production which he had not
seen played in Norway. He vis-
ited Provincetown for the first
time and stayed several days.

Popular in Canada

A larger number of tickets
were sold to Up-Cape visitors
than in any previous year, par-
ticularly on Fridays and Satur-
days, and there was a notice-
able increase In attendance
from Canadian visitors. Travel
agencies in Montreal wrote for
reservations repeatedly, no mat-
ter what was scheduled.

The Playhouse company worked

~under some difficulty this season,
'because of losing one character
i actress, while two apprentices
iwere obliged to withdraw be-
cause of health. An additional
capprentice, John Bumstead, from
EBoston University Theater De-
partment, was signed for part-
time.
I The end of the season saw only
nine of the original 13 members
-on full-time, since the actor and
-box office manager Robert Bea-
‘tey was called to Army service
just before the final week.

Threé new members were add-
ed, among them Paulina Lee, wife
of actor and lighting director
Robert Lee, and Beatrice Paipert,
actress, sculptress and dancer

-

from the Poet’s Theater in Can
bridge.

As customary at the end of ti
season, former company mel
bers returned for the last pe
formances and the ‘end-of-th
season” party. Thomas Clanc
returned from his season wit
the Wellesley Theater on th
Green; William Roberts, scen
and costume designer, also fro:
Wellesley, and his wife, Jan
Roberts, now special assista
with MCA in New York.

Also here were Tom Newt:
and his wife, Anne Gerety, bo
of whom are under contract ne
season with the Cleveland PI:
house. Many other visitors can
to the Cape-tip attracted by t!
Playhouse and its connecti
with the Poet’s Theater.

Plans for another season w
include the continued associati
of Edward Thommen as direct«
and return of several actors
the present company. Dispositi
of the playhouse plant is t
question at hand since its own
Heinrich Pfeiffer, may not c«
tinue his connections with Pr:
incetown, but stay in St. Aug
tine, Fla.
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