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TOWN OFFICERS FOR 1874. 

Assessors-Artemas Paine, Silas S. Young, 

the Poor-Silas S. Young, Artemas Paine, 

Clerk and Treasurer-Seth Smith. 
of Taxes-Henry W. Cowing. I 

mmittee-Horace A. Freeman, Luther Nickerso 

neer of the Fire Department-John D. Hilliard. 
nna J. Hutchinson,Mercy M. Hopkins, Harriet F 

ineers--Jonathan Cook, Charles A. Cook, A 
, L. N. Paine, Enos N. Young, E. K. Cook. 

ad Surveyors-Asa Atkins, James S, Dyer, John M Ca 
Board of Health-David Smith, Jonathan Cook, Ales. 
Constables-E. J. Kilburn, R. D. Baxter, Jona. Cook, 

ce Viewers-Henry Atkins, Joseph Weeks, Robt. G. 

Grass Committee--Elkanah Paine, Henry Atkins, 
Alexander. 

Holmes, F. M. Freeman. 
Surveyors of Wood, Bark and Lumber--J. S. Atw 

Field Drivers--Freeman M. Body, Edward Lewis, Jo 
Pound Keepers--Edward Lewis, Freeman Bowly, 

Weights and Measures--Henry W. Cowi 
t Committee-John D. Hilliard. 

REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 
E 

ITANTS OF Provincetown : : 

ion of the Town May 1st, 

I- 

- *  

, and Vine street Drain, 



rized to borrow, 

____________ 

Roads and Sidewalks. 

_______ 
Bridge Repairs, 

Orders of Road Surveyors, 

___________ 

Section of the Parallel 

cost of $925.98. 
al drain has been constructed in Vine street at 
52, making the total cost of road, and drain, 

ittee are of the opinion that the Westerly pa 



g, and hardening said roads the ensuing year. 
__________ 

East Cross Road. 

________ 

Painting the Alms’ House. 

_________ 

Small Pox Burial Ground. 

__________ 

Paid J. Hersey Dyer, Treasurer, 

_____________ 



____________ 

dueawards Dec. 31,’73 $438 50 

Abatement of Taxes. 

_____________ 

Discount o n  Taxes. 

cidental Expenses, 
out Roads, 1873, 



Henry Atkins, Fence Viewer, 

R. D. Baxter, Constable and Police services, 
E. J. Kilburn, 
John M. Carnes, “ 

Jonathan Cook, " 

James Emery services as Truant officer 1873, 

Joseph Weeks, “ 

TOWN OFFICE. 

Paid Freeman & Hilliard for Fuel, 
W. H. H. Weston care and repair of Stove, 
Seth Smith Books, Stationery, Stamps, etc., 
M. N. Gifford Check Book, 
A. L. Putnam & Co., Books, etc., 

PRINTING, 

id Goss & Richards Town & School Reports 1873 
“ Board of Health Notices, 
“ 

“ Committee on Manufactories, 
“ Selectmen's Notices, etc, 

Bill heads, Tax Bills, etc., 

TOWN LIBRARY. 

id Salome A. Gifford as Librarian, 
Freeman & Hilliard Fuel, 

HEARSE AND HOUSE. 

Robert Knowles Oil, 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 
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e would recommend that 

the sum of $1800. for interest on 
any dividends due or to become 
Colony Railroad Company the en 

____________ 

d Individuals and Banks, 
Town Appropriation, 

We recommend that there be raised and ap 
sum of $2500. for interest on 
amount required for Railroad L 

_________ 
Bank Tax of Non-residents. 

Treasurer, Tax of 1874, 
Amount Tax Collected, ditto, $2503 50 

ce in Treasury, 

________ 
asurer’s Account for. the year ending 

The Selectmen have examined the Town Treasu 
ount, and find that there has been received in the 

ber 31, 1874 

following amounts, to wit : 
State Treasurer School Fund, 
County -Treasurer, Dog Fund, 

of Truro on account of 
Licenses issued, 

Overseers of 

Rent of Keys to Cupola, 
Old Colony Railroad Company for Interest, 

State on account of Pauper transp 
“ “ “ Contagious Diseases, 
“ “ “ Paupers, 
“ “ “ Corporation Tax of 1873, 

“ Aid in 1873, 

“ 

0. D. Witherell " Tax of 1872, 
\ 

Western School House, 
Tax of 1874, 

the Treasury Dec. 31, 1873, 

easurer has paid out, 'upon proper vouchers, the 

LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN. 
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I 

Putnam & Co.,  School Books, 

following are reported as the assets of 

from State for Aid of 1874, 
“ Owners of Sch. Louisa A. small pox, 
" Lewis A. Smith 
New Bedford on account Paupers, 

Dennis on account Poor, 
Truro : “ “ 

“ " “ Bridge, 

ot including Railroad loan,) 

Respectfully submitted. 

SILAS S. YOUNG, 
JOHN SWIFT, 

cetown, January 16, 1875. 

OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE 
____________ 

Overseers of the Poor of the Town of Provincetown a 

port of Poor in the Alms House. 

96 19 
43 69 

_____________ 

ADMITTED AND AGE AT "IS DATE. 



October 1873. 
______________ 

Lucy J. Bill, settlement in Truro, 
Hannah Brown, settlement in Truro, 

dical Attendance, 

supplies furnished to the Poor 
7 78 as the amount expended o 

wn, January 16, 1875. 



REPORT OF ROAD SURVEYORS, 

Surveyors of the Town of Provincetown 
the following Report for the year endi 

teaming, $1758 29 

Total expenses on Roads, 
Sidewalk, 

Paid for lumber and labor, 
Cleaning snow from Walk, 
Crying auction, and auctioneer, 

Rec’d from sale of old plank, 

priation for Road and Sidewalk, 

_________ 

“ “ “ Truro, 

Less Plank sold by Provincetown, 
“ “ “ Truro, 

_______ 

ASA ATKINS, 



REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. 

Expenditures. 
SALARIES 1 YEAR TO MAY 1, 1874. 

and Members $5 00 each. 

bills paid to Dec.  3lst, 1874. 

__________ 

partial alarm at fifteen 

nt any disaterous re- 
ent M hundred times 
it until a fire is well 

hat can rally its Firemen any 
safeguard from a destructive 
many cities and towns is by 

d and extinguished by citi- 

es are in very good order but need painting, which 
to have done the coming season. Engine House 
raised the past year, new studded, underpinned 
, and a new platform built. 

_______ 
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The bursting of the Cotton Hose, which will not pay to 
pair, has reduced the supply. 

We have on hand : 
2250 feet Linen Hose used by Engines No's 1, 2, 3, 

Hose not to be relied upon: 

hundred feet is necessary. 
________ 

Ladders. 
here has been contracted for two light roof ladders e 

d call the attention of the proprietors 
the benefit, to them, of permanent roof l 

Appropriations. 
the payment of salaries, painting engine house, 

hose and other necessary expenses of the department we 
respectfully ask for an appropriation of $3000 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

J. D. HILLIARD, 
JONA. COOK, 
CHAS. A. COOK, 
AMASA TAYLOR, 
L. N. PAINE, 
ENOS N. YOUNG, 

Engineers 
of the 

Fire Department. j 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH. 

l Report for the year ending Dec. 31, 1874 : 
condition of our 

tion as usual. They would 
er  Small-Pox persons are 

for Small-Pox ground, $150.00 

____________ 

Board of Health; 



REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 

ppointed to carry into effect the 

ertised for seal 
in the alteration 

account of this fact it was consider 
to. the town, which was done in 

other way than by contract work, decided to h 
'made by day, labor, accordi 
Sparks was engaged as supe 
nothing to do with furnishing m 
advisory, and what authority was 
by the cornmittee ; but had full s 
part. Under this supervision did 

nancial Statement. 
Lumber and Brick, 

“ 62 1-2 “ 

" 54 1-2 “ 

“ 56 1-2 “ 

“ 18 1-2 “ 



Paid H. A. Freeman expenses to Boston and telegra 
Committee services, 

Town Appropriation 
Sale of old material, 

lance in Treasury, 

what more than was anticipated, but under 
could not very well have been otherwise. 

27 
part in order to make a solid foundation for blackboard, 
s considered best to remove the whole of it, which was 

ove parts necessitated 
material not includ- 

e receiving greater wear than any 
en thus subjected for thirty years. 
e repair and alteration of old 

Id material was used that could be advantageously 

have labored with the intention of faithful 
instructions of the town, as they under- 

lding as it now stands is in 
ht they can see will en- 

r considerable time to 

spectfully submitted, 

A. PAINE. 



FINAL REPORT FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1873. 

PECTED MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE : 

e term just closed. 

ree. The average number 
nd sixteen and'. eighty-six 

ndance was eightyfour, 
whole number belonging 
hundred and sixty-nine. 
red and forty-nine. The 
h t  and one-tenth. The 
termediate schools was 
verage attendance was 

The per cent. of at- 
The whole number attending the 

average number was 
he per cent. of a t -  
number in the High 

The average attendance was forty-six, 
of attendance was ninety-three and eighty- 

The whole number in the winter school 
ce was sixty and six- 

nt. of attendance was sev- 
The whole number be- 

term was eight hundred 
of attendance was seven 

twenty-one hundredths, and the 

ine. 

e. 



ance for each half day d 
ty-six and eighty-two h 
ance was seventy-six and thirty-seve 
have been seven hundred and seventy 
the ages of five and fifteen years, making 
not  been in school at any one time. On 
ed the number to have been much gre 
better than guessing, and it proves so 

There was no material change m 
of the schools between 
of the term, which c 

Balance in the Treasury, Jan. 1st, 1874, 
Paid for teaching, 

Fires, sweeping, &c., 
One quarter's salary of Suptl, __________ 

Prudential Account. 
Balance in Treasury, 
Paid Hiram Holmes for stoves for Centre School 

B. F. HUTCHINSON, Supt. 
wn, March 21, 1874. 



CHINSON, Secreta 

COMMITTEE ON HIGH SCHOOL : 

. A. FREEMAN, MRS. ANNA J. HUTCHINSON 

MRS. MERCY M. LEWIS 

COMMITTEE GRAMMAR S 

JOSEPH S. AT 

F. MITCHELL. 

COMMITTEE ON HIGHER INTERMEDIATE : 

MRS. H F. MITCHELL, J. S. 
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least one publication bearing directly upon their profession, 
they are not worthy the name of “ teacher.” 

COURSE OF STUDY. 

No man in this life really succeeds without a definite aim. 
There are more failures resulting from indecision, rather than 
from wrong decision. Very little can be accomplished on the 
part of a mechanic without a plan of work : without knowing 
what he is expected to do, and in a great measure, how it is 
to be done. Business men would not prosper if they had no 
definite object in view. Without this purpose much time is 
lost, and much energy wasted. The principle applies with no 
less force to the business of teaching than to any other occu- 
pation. This fact is recognized by the General Statutes, fur 
they require Committees to prescribe a course of studies. I n  
fact there can be no true organization of schools without such 
.a course. One implies the other. The benefit derived in 
having something definite to work for is evident to anyone. 
The principle holds true in all positions of life. 
tages of a programme of studies relative to schools, are a defi- 
nite aim on the part of the teacher, unity and harmony of ef- 
fort on the part of teacher and pupil, uniformity of work in 
schools of the same grade, some standard of attain- 
ment for promoting scholars. With such an instrument, 
teachers know what is required of them ; parents have some 
definite conceptions of what their children are expected to 
learn, and committees are familiar with some standard of ex- 
cellence. Such a course prevents the selection of studies ac- 
cording to the taste and whim of child and parent. Its ‘sub- 
stance and arrangement must of course be based on the com- 
mon necessities of men, in an educational point of view, and 
the natural developement of his faculties ; and not point to any 

An instrument of this charac- 
ter economises time, saves energy, and thus enables teachers 
and scholars to accomplish more. Last April the Committee 
adopted a course of studies for our schools. Of course it was 
not expected that this first plan of work would be practical in 
all its features. It has not so proved, but on the whole has 
been promotive of very good results indeed. It has been re- 
vised to a certain extent, but needs further change before do- 
ing its best. Such a change the committee are about to make, 
having meditated for some time a thorough revision. 

The advan 

particular trade or profession. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. 
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tion on the part of parents encourages the child to pra 
ceit. 

But the trouble is, parents do not appreciate the 
ences of absence. 
they would encourage it so. 
wrong. action by the likes and dislikes 
dren like to attend school. This is no 

' not go, however. 
child in this respect. 
erally present, if he dislikes it he is absent much of the 
In fact, society itself, is governed more by likes and dis 
than by duty. This ought not so to be. If the duty is 
greeable, make it pleasant, if possible, but don't discard 
together. 

If they did it is unreas 
Parents sh 

Parents are governe 
If a child likes his who 

IRREGULARITY AND NON-ATTENDANCE. 

The average attendance of all the children in the Stat 
tween the ages of five and fifteen for the, years '72 and 
was seventy-one hundredths. This would seem to show 

altogether This is not the case, however 
that not far from ninety-five per cent 
in school a part of the year, leaving a 
during the entire year. This fact proves 
of attendance, and not non-attendance, w 
thorities and the people generally are 
of our own community, The number o 
ages of five and fifteen on the 1st day o 
ed by the assessors, was 808. 
1875, there were connected with our school 
this number of different pupils between five 
ing all allowances for children overlooked by the ass 
and those moved into town, it yet remains true that 
small part are out altogether. 

about thirty per cent. of all school ch i 

Up to 

ILLITERACY. 

97,742 persons unable to write.. Of these 
and 89,830 foreign. 
7630 between 15 and 21, and the balance over 21 years 
Most of them were females. 

were native, and 552 foreign. 

According to the last U. S. census, there were i 

There were 4,418 between 

In Barnstable county the number was 718. Of 
There were 41 be 

5 and 21, and the balance were over 81. 

TOO YOUNG. 
ren are sent to school too young. They are not ma- 

ung children cannot study, and it ,is 
in our school-room so many hours 

those powers so active in 
s in a school-room is like 
n this account they soon 

We no- 
best scholars that enter when sin, 

nd actually hate going 

ATTENDANCE THE PAST YEAR. 

of attendance the past year has been better 
year, although it was then better than years 

is nothing more than what should have 
to  the well working of our present system, 
-good attendance in no small degree to our 
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TRUANT OFFICERS. 

cy of these officers, and the faithfulness 
have attended to their oft-times 
f praise; 
: carrying out the instructions of t 

and trembling on the part of the truant. We 
the names of truants brought to the school, up 

of foreign element. 

They have all been wil 

ing with them to such an extent as to c 

As is generally the case much the larger part January. 

LAW RELATIVE TO TRUANCY. 

All the laws relative to truants have of late been tho 
revised, and a law passed which is definite, and pr 
re practicable than any previous ONE 
adopt By Laws in harmony with this Statute 
ped our own town will not be backward i 

erly, yet the number can be made beautifully less. 

Towns are 

Our schools are not so much troubled with runaways as 

By Statute, parents are obliged to send their c 
LAW PERTAINING TO, ATTE DANCE. 

e public day school at least twenty weeks 
(i, e. children between 8 and 12 years) ; provid 
not exempt as by law. 
ceeding twenty dollars shall be imposed. 
see this Statute carried into effect. In  fact your 
intend so to do as far as is within their power. 
rents, it is believed, who wickedly neglect to send th 
dren (who are within proper age, and not exempt 
less than half the number of weeks prescribed by law. 

For neglect of duty a time 
We sho 

parents should be fined: 
BEARING OF SCHOOL CONVENIENCES 

It is believed that if our school accomm 
healthy and more attractive, there would be le 
y thing about a school-room should be agre 

REGISTRY OF NAMES, ETC. 

ant. 
ure. 

Going to school should be less a task and more 

Ascertaining the number of school children has be 
taken from the hands of assessors, and placed into 
of school committees, where it was formerly and 
ought to be. 

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE. 

.obligation to give their children an education. 
one of the most prolitic sources of crime. ‘Tis 

s are recognizing this fact. and as such, 
easures for educating its citizens. 

t it, the State should step in and 
s is the only effective means for 

SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS. 
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HEALTH. 

We protest as a matter of health. The greatest 
can be left to a child is a good, strong, healthy c 
We believe every parent is under obligation to giv 
the best of his ability. No one is called upon to 
than he is able. And by able, we do not mean financi 
ity. Instead of building up the constitutions of our c 
our present conveniences are shattering it to pieces. 
are a very large number of children of our town who 
the school-room with rosy cheek and healthy frame, and 

o u t  pale, and thin, and weak. we believe there are 
where the child is ruined for life ; and cases, also, 
children have been laid in the dark and silent tomb by 
eases originating in these miserable rooms. 

Are we to ruin the health of numbers more ; still 
crease the doctor’s bill ; dig a few more graves, 
suffering humanity before making a change of base 
tell. 

The public schools are €or the benefit of the whole, a 
a particular class. The necessity of good, health and 
education is greater to-day than ever before No 
equipped to fight the stern battle of life without them 
folly to attempt argument against the great benefit of 
ucation to every human soul. Society and the Nation 
it equally with the individual. 
rance is exceptional, and argues nothing against the 

Such, success simply illustrates the pow 
ergy and persistent effort. 

Under the influence of many of our school con 
our children cannot be well educated, nor thor 
oped. The influence is often degrading, physic 
ually, and morally. 

We protest as a matter of 
EDUCATION. 

All success based on 

knowledge, 

VENTILATION. 

Pure air is necessary for the sustenance of life. 
is to purify the blood. There cannot be good he 

neither can there be pure blood whi 

uildings are deficient in proper mea 
In  clone is this truer than in 

buildings ; and in none is pure air more essential. 
ifying the air within. 

n beyond comfortable seat- 
urs, breathing over and over 

contaminated by the exhalation from the bodies 
of sixty, seventy- and eight children, many of 
clean, to say the least. ost certainly is this 
wer grades ; and, would be more so in the higher, 
u lived long enough to enter them. 
of the school-room kill them before they 

moment into our primary schools, and see what 
there are. There are fifty, say. The for- 

nating. This clement is not remarka- 
; do not come from homes especially 

Their little bodies feel not the healthy 

twice a gear, whether they 
The clothing is no less soiled than the 

so. I n  some cases it is a mass of uncleanli- 
cretion from the body, and dust 
ch has been collecting for weeks, 

except by, window. It has been 
n, till its life-saving property is 

passes into the lungs of Irish, Portu- 
erican, and is converted more thoroughly into 
gas, which is a poison. In  coming from the 
is circulated around the room, and made more 
excretions of various skin diseases, and the, 

able odors from heated and perspiring bodies, 

the air in some of these rooms Is most of- 
; and how scholars are enabled to accom- 

conjecture It is true that 
his state of the atmosphere ‘to a 

The trouble principally 

h circumstances (with others al- 
children dieyoung, or grow up 

ions ? Is it remarkable that there 
or, restlessness, and head- 

The wonder is that chil- 

M 
The poi 

er than did the Irishman’s 

The air within is foul. There 

t it is very limited. 
means of ventilation. 

, and live as long as they do 



LIGHTING AND HEATING'. 

. The location of the stoves is 
near the scholars. This is owing 
d rooms Ventilation and heating 

SCHOOL FURNITURE. 

SINGLE DESKS AND CHAIRS. 

pupil will progress and de- 
ingle desks than double. 
a more concentrated ap- 



SCHOOL APPARTUS.  

such things the child's education will be narrow a 
Arithmetic cannot be taught clearly a 

'out the use of blackboards ; nor History and Geog 
out maps and globes. Nor can any study be well 
and taught without proper illus 

Now, in consideration of th  
strange that so many of our scholar 
that their mental and moral develop 
markable. that our  schools are a sou 

ung do not like to attend them, and that there 
es of punishment? Not at, all ; and we 
same results will be reaped ti 

ool-roorn should be well lighted, heated 

tion of this building which took place last sum- 
od school-rooms indeed. By 
mmodate more scholars by 

of another primary department in this part of the 
rooms are pleasant, airy, commodious, well heat- 
and ventilated. It is thought a very serious mis- 

ead of single desks. Al- 
generally meets with our 
two improvements which 

First, the raising of' the building suf- 
play-ground in the base- 
cter exist. in  quite large 

ing. The advantage is hi having a 
rs can play when the weather is wet 

FREE TEXT-BOOKS. 

gress to any great extent unless 
It is often the case that children igs. 
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parents would desire their children to remain at sch 
expense forbids it. It may be argued that an e 
worth anything. But this is not true. There is, 
be ,  a limit. For instance, health must not be sac 
it; neither must the family starve, and the children go 
There are two sides to the question,-one on th 
teacher and pupil, and the other on the side 
Both sides must be considered in the solution. 
essary to take extreme measures in either case. 
for the school to take the food, clothing, and 
family to supply the scholar with material for school w 
It is equally wrong for the parents to retard the p 
their children by refusing to provide these most ess 
cles. It is impossible for pupils to keep dong if 
not pens, pencils, paper, rubber, etc. These things, 
trifling in themselves, exert wonderful influence in t 
vancement of a school. The cost is, also small ; yet 
sometimes, absolutely refuse to provide them. It co 
for books, yet the child must have them. If parents ar 
ble to purchase, the town provides. 
‘would look at this question differently. 
instance, without a book, or is in want of paper 
The parent is notified, but fails to procure them. 
receives the injury? 
kept back some, but the child the most. 
it is for the welfare of your own boys and girls 

W e  admit that the cost of these things is in 

We wish th 
Here is 

The child, of course. The sc 
Don’t yo 

should supply these things? Then why stand i n  

But is this sufficient reason 
light? 
es, considerable. 
should not be had?- Certainly not. They are indisp 
and every scholar must have them. 
tained in one way, they must in another. 
ye that complainof the expense ; don’t you think you 
for unnecessary articles, almost every week, mon 
to provide everything needed by the child? We 
do. I n  fact we are all about alike in this respect 
in one direction, (although for good) looks very 
than a dollar in another, although for bad. 
little curbing here. 

ent. 
the pupil should be supplied at cost. 

If they cannot 
Think a 

All o 

This question is meeting with considerable attention 
If parents are to be the purchasers, everythin 

If this was 

to the child would not be half so great. Some think 
estion would he solved, if all books, etc., were pro- 

he town ; said books to be owned by the town, but 
e scholar, gratis. This method has been tried, and 

actice in some towns. To the, present time it is 
been a success. It is claimed that all children, 

provided. That the changes in the 
equent ; that a very large percen 

the cost of the books- It io also claimed that 
ce is more regular, and that children continue their 

It may be further claimed that the‘ ad- 
ars is promoted. It is said, too, that & 
being thus a saving in expense. These are 

powerfully for the experiment. But 
al use, would be a perfect failure in a 
supervision and unsettled grade of 

This is our position, precisely. If our school an- 
such (and it never has been otherwise) that it an- 

at little property is within its charge, 
crease its quantity to the extent of free 

the superintendence has not been faulty, the 
as leaked somewhere. If  the superintendence 
ligation, and one that exerts an influence over 

s as to make them feel their responsibility, 
a very large percentage of these books lost 

gh we do not favor a general adoption of 
yet we do think it would work successfully in 

hool ; from the fact that a greater number would 
take the course. 



STATE BOARD. 

adapted for school p 
choose. This would 

entire setts of new 
ugh recently bought, not being used in the to 
moved. This is too severe a tax, and shoul 
, and we think the above method would to a 

MUSIC. 

ition. We need more singing-schools, and an inter-, 
part of the people as .will tend to make the schools 

Thanks to the musical scholars and veterans who 
that we should attain an honorable position in 

have not meeted the considera- 

we have this talent, because, we see it almost ev- 
shining through adverse circumstances and indiffer- 

have heard boys on the street, and girls at the so- 
ing gatherings .with voices for vocalizing that would 

reat honor it they were but cultivated. We have 
children in the school-room sing with a precision 
and impressiveness that makes one's heart rejoice. 

y schools the boys can sing equally well with 
some cases better. 
er, the boys lose their interest, become indif- 
, and remain silent listeners; the most of 

element of manhood. If 
the talent for good singers, al- 
ls. let them visit those schools 
ular study, and they will be 
likes the true harmony of the 

reciate it, and one’s a p  
r acquired attainment. 
to its fullest? None. 
e family circle, a t  the 

Id, in the school-room, and 
who can count it ? What a 
al as well as to those around 

to music in the school- 
it taught there. Our school- 
udgery, both on the part of 

uch study, study, study 
re genuine recreation. The idea that children 
into true manhood and womanhood by obliging 

ead into a dry, technical 
till four o'clock, P. M., 
t folly. 
nt variety and kind, to 

the discouraged and 
passions that rise in 

As we ascend the school 

There are not. 



e speak this much 
s the introduction of this subject as a reg 

our schools, may meet with the approval of par 
dians. The General Statute leaves the subject 

DRAWING. 

beneficial and practical 

rtitions have to 
Id and see how 

is a practical study. 
greater or less, extent. in all trades or professions 
why Drawing is not used to a greater extent, 
are ignorant of its principles. 

s not argue that it is hot 
exercise R certain facu 

The faculty is called into 

Because a 

ount of their skill in Drawing. 
our mechanics in this direction 



54 
go to sea? At least if they start they 
end there. Do they 
sailors ? Our schools are not doing enough towards e 
aging young people to learn a trade. It is the other 
rather. Our education gives the possessor too much th 
that he is above work.' The graduate of the High Sch 
too often one who thinks a mechanic, is of a low order 
ings, and that labor is degrading Drawing, it seems 
has a tendency to correct such ideas, because of its pr 
utility in all trades. Drawing is a method of communic 
ideas. 
the extent of our knowledge of it. How 
are unable to describe plainly in words a 
whereas a few strokes of the pencil make 
clear. And what an awkward piece of work a man m 

sometimes, in drawing a very simple apparatus. The 
man may have, and does have, a clear conception of the 
in his own mind, but being ignorant of-the simple pri 
of drawing, and not Paving accustomed his hand to 
work, he makes a bungling matter of it, and conveys 
impressions. I n  order to draw well, the hand is to be 
as well as the eye. There is no better way of getting 
idea of an object than by studying the object itself; a 
next best thing to the object is a drawing of it. Thi 
dent to any one. 

Notice i 
as used by the lecturer. 
by one of the lecturers, last winter. A five-minute 
often conveys to the beholder a clearer and truer 
than half an hour of words. 
ings as represented in the various pictorial papers 
Who will gainsay their influence ! Alas, the influence 
often degrading ! Who so foolish as to say that Thoma 
has no power in the political arena of to-day ! 
Nast without his pencil? 
drawing or pictures, and to make them themselves 
practice. 
in this art. This is false, of course. We do mea 
that take the geniuses away, and there is not muc 
between men in their ability to draw. Drawing 
teaching of other subjects taught in the school-room. 
a scholar in his penmanship. The drawing of maps 

We think not. 
Besides, what do the girls do ? 

It is a language, and as such is 

This picture-language is very effective. 
We had an example of this a 

Also notice the power 

And 
Everybody likes to lo 

We do not say that all can become equa 

s, and this, too, sim- 
ired habits of ohserving qualities 

e to view. Most of us, though we 
objects pass before our views 
are made upon the brain, yet 
gue; and mostly because the 
or if it has been, it was after 

ays were over. 
cultivates the taste because it calls o u r  attention 

objects and teaches us to dis- 
y it we are enabled to study 

more closely, appreciate their beauties 
essings from them. It is said that ti, one 
gave a fish, and when asked what to do 
ok at  it, and find out what he could see. 

as only encouraged by Ag- 
wever, after turning that 

and viewing it for three long days he was 
it had two symmertical halves,-a fact 

he truth is, the pupil, was 
r of observing. 
of habits of observation in the world 

ng, sometimes with 

What a source of 

cerning some quali 
ve seen', and whe 



r of them is 'correct. 
But, alas, how ignorant ! 

SCHOOL REGISTERS. 

They were 
hey knew. 

The Law is quite stringent as regards the keeping of s 
Registers by teachers. Yet the neglect of Committees i 
enforcement has given rise to a loose, careless, and ind 
ent manner on the part of teachers in making out their R 
ters, resulting in a false record of statistics. 
looking over some of-our school registers for years past, 
must confess our astonishment at the neglect and lo 
displayed in their keeping. 
register in fifty throughout the Commonwealth that is 
out in full, and that reports the truth. The school atte 

i n  the State, and in every town in the State, falls con 
ort of the percentage reported. The Secreta 
of Education makes out his statistics from 

School committee 
Hence, if the te 

We have 

We do not believe there 

ceived from school committees. 
facts, from the teachers' registers. 
port is false that of the committee and Secretary m 

It is a very easy matter for teachers to render i 
counts of attendance. This is often done intention 
ially when teachers are competing for the best a 
One of the registers we looked over represented 
ance for the winter term as ninety-eight per cent. 
to this account there was no scholar tardy ; all we first day of school and kept up their attendance t 
day. 
that believes this story? No, not one. The ac 
falsehood, on the face of it. The probability is the 
was nearer seventy-five than ninety-eight per cent. 
ter term referred to was of one of our Grammar sc 

Is there a man in this town familiar with ita 

existed several years ago. 

accounts to the Secretary. 
School committees also have opportunity of ren 

and for no other purpose than to have the record o f t  
It is often done,' 

eir supervision compare favorably 
There ought to be a reformation 
and the making out of reports 
kept neat and clean, and above all 
the fullest extent. W e  think it a 
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ers were bound every year, and deposited in 
for future reference. The tendency would 

m receive the attention requisite on the part of. 

L COMPLAINTS KNOWN TO THE RIGHT SOURCE. 

of intercourse between parent and teacher. 
eat strangers ; look upon each other as for- 

not understand each other, hence they mis- 
r and parent ought to be on terms of friend- 

e same responsible duties to perform,- 
he child. The same is true relative to 
to be supposed that a teacher having 
, can  know all  the weak and strong 

ch individual nature. This is impossible, of course. 
refore, step in and lend a helping hand. 
done this with most encouraging results. 
it, and hope to see more follow their ex- 

is anything in the management of your child 
u know or think, to be injurious to ita beet 

er way is t o  speak to the committee or 
not in a fault-finding way, but in kind spir- 

ng something before unknown by the teach- 
nature of the child. For instance, perhaps 
ve some physical weakness, a tendency to 
may be. If so, make it known to the 
ttee. It is your duty, otherwise the child 

o suffer, ,unconsciously on the part of the 

essential for a teacher to know the physical 
children under their control, as i t  is for the pa- 
teacher cannot know of' these weaknesses (most 
s instructed by the parent. Therefore, we ap- 
the name of the child, the teacher, the school, 
ll concerned, make these things known to the 

' 

either by writing, or personal interview. 
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

happy to see that for several years past the 

uring the past year teachers gradually have resorted dimin- to 
s of corporal punishment has 

ously. W e  have requested our teachers not 
ey can get along successfully without it but 
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when they feel called upon to apply it, to do so in such 
manner as not to abuse the child. 
that the time will come when this I 
acts of' the school-room will be do 
But that golden morn has not da 
conditions are to be fulfilled before 
can be proclaimed. Society is to 
fluence of the family circle is to be different. Homes 
to be something besides places in which to eat and sleep. 
education derived from the stre 
idler's stand is to be more elevati 

nature are to he more highly developed before 
dawns upon as. Our school system also is to 

doing their work. 
I n  proof that the time has not yet come for its abolition 

have only to refer to those towns that have abolished its 
In every case it has been restored. 

do away with this punishment, we must substitute so 
equally effective. This has never been done yet in the 
of the Grammar grade. There arc several cases 
abolition in High Schools, and a few cases of its restric 
in those of lower grades. A High School is one of the e 
schools to manage, as teachers can depend more upon 
honor of the pupils, for they have more of 
character of' ladies and gentlemen. 
depending on the teacher. 
haps there are teachers that can mana 
ter how bad the pupils, or how inco 
commodations. If there are any, they are 
We know there are people who say that 
ishment is unnecessary even to-day i 
is merely a statement made mostly 
ing of the teacher's profession by experience. 
teachers believe in its abolition ; but a great many 
use can, and ought to be restricted. This is the p 
take,-restrict its use, but not abolish it, for the time 
at  hand. 
would suggest the following : 

lst,-Parents should exert a better influence at ho 
should command a willing obedience on the part of 

ignorant, less superstitions ; and the be 

fection, and our  teachers are to have p 

altogether. If  we 

There is very 
I n  one sense everything. 

Let us work for its abolition, and to this en 

\ 

the teacher and themselves. Scholars that are brought 

rage the child to, commit 
-room or anywhere else. This may 
he child to resist the teacher; by 
er and school in the presence of the 

t, or in the store; or by 

trouble at school. 

re hurt. Parents should 
s respect. There are al- 

rents should see that their children are not led on 
by the influence of street education. This can 

ping them at home evenings, or in such com- 
to elevate and not degrade. 
de more suitable accommodations. The condi- 
rooms, and the style of furniture have much to 

because if disagreeable, 
mischievous. Nothing 

school-room should be of degrading influence. 
STATISTICS OF FALL TERM. 

812 
784 
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Number of American, 459. Per cent. of attendance, 

“ Portuguese, 186. “ “ 

“ Nova Scotia, 71. “ “ 

“ Irish, 68. “ " 
“ 

“ Scholars admitted after 1st week, 
“ “ left before close of term, 
“ Tardy Marks, 
“ Scholars over 15 years, 
“ between 5 and 15 years, “ 
“ “ 6 years and under, 

' Foreign Element, (40 per cent.) 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

Number of Scholars registered, 
“ “ belonging, 
“ Boys, 
“ Girls, 164. 

190. Per cent. of attendance 
“ “ 

“ American, 153. “ “ 

“ Portuguese, 135. “ “ 

“ Nova-Scotia, 32. “ “ 

“ Irish, 34. “ “ 
“ Foreign Element, (57 per cent.) 

LOWER INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT. 
Number of Scholars registered, 
“ " belonging, 
“ Boys, 78. Per cent. of attendance 

“ Portuguese, 36. 
“ Nova Scotia, 17. “ “ 

“ Irish, 10. 
“ 

“ Girls, 90. “ “ 

“ American, 105. ‘ “ “ 

“ “ 

“ “ 

Foreign Element, (38 per cent.) 
HIGHER INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT 

Number of Scholars re istered, 

62. Per cent. of attend 
“ “ BE l onging, 
“ Boys, 
“ Girls, 72. “ “ 

“ American, 104 
“ Portuguese, 11. 

“ “ 
“ “ 

“ Nova Scotia, 8. “ “ 

“ Irish, 11. “ “ 
“ Foreign Element, (22 per cent.) 

GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT 
Number of Scholars registered, 

“ “ belonging, 

“ 

HIGH SCHOOL 

Per cent. of attendance, 

“ 

,--The per cent. of attendance of boys 
Ninth,-Large percentage at  6 years ual. 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

re were five Pri 
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And now, kind friends, let us' introduce you in 

small children, a large portion of whom have no kn 
the alphabet, and have been sent from their homes 
they have been allowed unlimited freedom for 
their limbs and voice, had innumerable toys and 
amusement. and are in themselves mischief afoot. 
no two of these children are alike in dispositio 
ter. Consider for a moment these elements ! Who of 
can enter into the thoughts and feelings of these child 
Who govern all this sensitive, restless, buoyant life 
mathematical precision ? Impossible task ! Yet par 
guardians, and too often committees expect the teache 
keep those children, from five to six hours of the d 
quiet, orderly manner, with nothing to do but repeat 

'twice during the day, the a, b, c, or spell words w 
abstract, and to them meaningless. It is impossible 
teacher of small children having seven or  eight class 
keep them in perfect order and teach at the same ti 
we seriously question if it is right to expect them so 
It is not in the nature of the child to keep still ; it w' 
tive in some direction, unless it is sick or idiotic. 

now two Primaries, be divided into first and second 
the first to consist of the a b c, and primer cl 
classes to be taught by the oral method and s 
securing the attention of the whole school, and 
the time being, which should not exceed tea minut 
one time. Whatever is taught in this school should 
ble and real. The many little things which must be 
learned can be taught by general exercises. These 
can be so varied that the time not given to oral a 
teaching, can be occupied in drawing pictures, and 
the various forms and figures from the charts fur 
town. Thus the eye and hand would be educate 
expression, and the child has a work to perform s 
years and capacity. This school should be on the 
ten system. 

these school-rooms. Before you are seated eighty 

We would recommend that the Western school, whi 

It would then be both pleasant and 
cercises of instruction and amuseme 
developement of the faculties of chil 

In advantages of such a division are obvious. 

are more mature, more perfect discipline 
d ; the number of classes could be lessened 

st year-two of our more successful Primary 
een transferred to higher grades, and their 
graduates from the High School. We much 

ur Primary teachers who 
be better to increase the 

experience and in effciency, so that 
emain. We look upon the Primary 

undation or basis of all education. And are 
t schools in town ? Here the first 
rst moulding of character begun. 
stic and susceptible of enduring 
or marble that perishes, but an 
eyk help to fashion; and when 

upon their efforts in this light and understand 
sitions, their labors will be no longer to them 

past year slates and pencils have been furnished 
ols. The course prescribed by 

t with a good degree of suc- 
der the circumstances, as could 
ave manifested an interest. in 

ng have been well taught. 
ng the Spring term, was 

Per cent. of attendance eighty- 
s. Over fifteen years of age, 
ber, three hundred and fifty- 
e hundred and four and one- 
eighty-five and sixty-six hun- 
none. Present term, whole 

ave ample time for all. 

ne. Average attendance, two hundred 

undred and fifty. O v e r  

LOWER INTERMEDIATE 

r of scholars connected with the Lower inter- 
erm, one hundred seventy 
fifty-one and five tenths ; 

ce, eighty-six, and seven one hundredths, 
number one hundred and sixty-eight ; 

hundred and forty-three, and nine-tenths. 



er cent. of attendan 

HIGHER INTERMEDIATE. 

s, and is now taking an advanced course at, Dean 

whole, has been quite 
ar results were not all 
e schools. Teachers, 
and with few excep- 

t to the rules of the 
rdest to discipline of 

ould have been ex- 

e,  and don’t leave it till 
understan ding. Teach 
ild’s proficiency cannot 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 

le number seventy-three ; average attend- 
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ance sixty-four and  eight-tenths ; per cent. of atten 
ei hty-eight, and seventy-six hundredths ; over fifteen, 
Whole number of scholars belonging to  the school Ja 
1875, seventy-one. 

looking at the work that has been accomplished the 
in this school, we have come to the conclusion that 

result will be equal to any in, former years. W e  think 
pupils have been brought to rely on their own efforts, and 
look over another's shoulder to steal their answers T 
have not been confined to text-books, but have 
the practical application of their several studies. 
a few words on the subject of grammar ; as previo 
the scholar when he left the school at night did no 
much more of the correct use of words than if he had ne 
seen a text-book; but since the introduction of Sw 
Language Lessons there has been a declded improv 
and we think the results will be seen in the examination 
pers for admission to the High School. With this test 
as a guide, we think no teacher need fail t o  see 
from their teaching, unless it be with those scho 
always be in the background ; and we are sorry 
few such can be found in every school. Drawlng 
carried on throughout the year, and although not P 
agreeable to some, in mast cases the progress is good. 
think that the class that is about to graduate from the 
is equal to any that ever left the school, and in s 
their ,studies they are in advance. 
work from them in the High School, as we think the 
ust begun to learn to study. 

some time for them to start in their work, but they 
b e  doing well now, and will, no doubt, show their 
the future to do all that will be required of them 
ral attendance has never been so good as it has 
year. The parents that have visited the school 
in number We wish they would go in and see 
of the school for themselves, and not depend upon h 

We shall look for 

The second class being made up from three schools, 

their knowledge 
HIGH SCHOOL. 

The whole number of scholars belonging to t 
during the Spring term Was sixty-three ; average a 
fifty-five ; per cent. of attendance, eighty-seven 

of scholars have fall- 
usual, however. We regret to see this. 

e the opportunity of this school. A High 
ence in  a community. Its influence on 
s, giving them a worthy object for which 

rful. We should like to see such pro- 

very high position ; 
has been very well 
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kept up during the year. There will he no grad 
close of the the present year, -the senior class not 
in school the required length of time. Teachers, 
generally have labored with faithfulness and zeal. 
been much pleased with the methods of teaching 
the teachers. The topical method is the only t r  
especially for a High school. 

w e  depend very much on our High sch 
consequently its interests should be kept up. 
greater facilities for the preparation of teaching sh 
forded by this school. 

WINTER SCHOOL. 

This school started with a small attendan 

On the first day 
The school ha 

He is an 

been the case every second year. 
increased to sixty. 

T 

were fifty-two belonging. 
instruction of Mr. Frank S .  Black, a member 
class of Dartmouth College. 
He controls with a gentle, yet firm hand, 
teaching are such as to interest and hold the attenti 
pupils. He has had the willing obedience and co 
efforts of his scholars from the first. There has not 
slightest case, we think, of insubordination. The 

ithful in the discharge of his duty, and the schola 
in their labors. The attendance 

organized for the benefit of a 
of boys. 
many, in times past, attended for almost any 
than to learn. It was stated by the committee 
ar would be allowed to remain otherwise than 
for the benefit derived. 
no cause for expulsion. 
deed. 

We are very much pleased with the profici 
p on the part of the several schools. 
ss to the school system,-teach 

devote more time and better attention 
subject of Drawing has been a help. 
Writing Primer into the Lower Intermediate 

Attendance is more of a privil 

We are happy to s 
This success is very gr 

WRITING. 

Speller, has advanced 

FINANCIAL. 

the Superintendent's salary, which was appro- 
cluded in the estimate, as such, the balance will 

$6600 
500 
500 
350 _______ 400 

197 69 

$447 69 by town appropriation, 



“ “ “ 

“ Present “ 

Paid P. & Co., for books, maps, charts, etc., A. L. 

Balance in Treasury, Jan. 1st, 1875, 

Liabilities for present term, as estimated ; 

Balance in Town Treasury, Jan. 1st,  1875, 
Deducting expense, teaching. etc., 

Deducting expense of Superintendent, 

Balance in Treasury, 

. L. Putnam & Co., 18 56 
Jan. 1st, 1875. 

364 04 
335 29 

3 75 

Western “ “ 
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J. A. West, repairs Dr. Stone's building, 
“ “ “ Johnson St. Primary, 
“ “ “ Eastern, 
“ “ Center, 
“ " High, 

A. L. Putnam & Co., books for poor ch 
John W. Beatty, services as Truant Officer, 
Goss & Richards, printing, 

Total. 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Pour Committee would recommend : 
1st,--The Town’s having a Superintendent of Public 
2d,-The alteration of the Eastern Grammar Scho 

the school yard and Parallel St. should be purchas 
building moved back, and raised sufficiently high as to 
a playground in the basement. The building should be 
or ten feet longer than the Western, and should have a 
of vestibule or porch at the entrance. 

3d,-The purchase of lot and erection o 
ficient capacity to accommodatte a Grammar 
hundred pupils, and a High school of eighty, 
pacious recitation room. The house should 
high, having a large hall in the upper story, 
examinations, etc. 

work well, perhaps. It is a question 
could be obtained in  this way as by previo 
er the expense would not be greater. 

5th,-A special appropriation for ventilation of 
Primary buildings. 

6th ,-A special appropriation for furnishing nece 
paratus for the several schools. 

7th-We would emphatically recomme 
done in the alteration of present ,school 
done in a thorough and modern style. If 
provide a building as it should be, we had 
Five hundred dollars spent in such a 
dred to the sacrifice of necessary conve 
be an extravagant expenditure. If a 
is worth doing well. 

ing in a similar manner to the Western. The land 

4th,-One large building for all the Center sc 

HORACE A. FREEMAN,' 
JOSEPH ATWOOD, S. 
LUTHER NICKEERSON. 
MRS. A. J .  HUTCHINSON. 
MRS MERCY M. LEWIS, 
MRS. HARRIET F. MITCHELL. 


