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REPORT OF

THE SELECTMEN.

The Selectmen of the town of Provi’town submit the fol-
lowing report for the year ending Dec. 31, 1870.

APj’R OPRIATIONS BY VOTE OF THE TOWN.

For Support of the poor, - - - 84,000 00
Schools, - = - - - 17,861 00
Roads and Sidewalks, - - - 3,000 00
Bridge, - = - - - 500 00
New Roads, - - fa ot - 4,650 00
Fire Department, - - - - 4,000 00
New reservoir, - - - - 1,500 00
Interest town debt, - - - - 2,500 00
Incidental expenses, - - - - 4500 00
New Almshouse, i - - - 6,000 00
Hook and ladder house, - - - 2,000 00
Repairs and moving school-houses, - - 475 00
Abatement Taxes. - - - - 500 00 .
Night watch. - - - - 1,600 00
Monument, - - - - - 25 00
State tak, - - = - - 4,400 00
County tax. - - - - - 1,500 00
Overlay. - - - - =2 kD00 00

50,511 00

Autherized to borrow. (by vote of town) - 10,887 78

Amount assessed, -

- - 3.9628 22
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. ‘3 e : POOR DEPARTMENT.
VALUATION OF T HE TOWN MAY 1, 1870. WA - Supporf. of Poor in the Almshouse :

3 r 1 - $1,126,398_00 1 “Paid Mrs. Clark, superintendent, - T - - $216 28
Personal estate, e B ; - . 854,760 00 : Groceries and provisions, - - - 635 54
Real estate, - - 5 _—1—1 : .()O : Fuel and lights, = = - = 119 60

].98 k) '-)"

Medicine and medical attendance,

75 25

& aanh, , - 1,073 glouﬁp ﬁxi)uif; and repairs, - _ 4 18 85

Number of l)ollils taxed at 2 each, y ) 953 othing, bedding &e., 2 _ & 54 20
Number of legal voters, = - 3 E 9 °
Rate of taxation on 3100, - - i ) 805 sitis 2}
Total number of dwelling-houses, - : o8

“ e horses, - - : i 07

. .. cows’ - - ) —- 66':’

“ “ acres of land taxed. o

- X

" L]
e

-

Statistics of the Almshouse :

¥ Whole number supported the past year, - - 12
NEW ALMSHOUSE. : -

“  remaining in the house Jan. 31, 1870, 9
113 5 3
. B ons for the Poor, re- admitted, - - - - 3
The want of more suitable accommodations for ol e “ S et r . _ 5 9
orted at the last annual meeting, has been phea t | [t' l “ % remaining in house Jan. 10, 1871, ; 10
d ar. in the erection by the town of a large and subftaﬂ {d ‘
{,e ﬂé‘nu for an Almshouse, thus affording ample ;lc.comr.not e ‘i
i lﬁ; the present and future of the town in that direction.
tions ® . . TR
Clost of the building : ‘ $5.135 00
. arpenter’s contract, Woghes MV
Paid labor and mutﬁn 1al, ((::‘::t,li)-;ilt(l 8 co %g 5) 3 ("‘)) ¢
" Painting "Ulltlf;‘“t‘ 145 00 Remaining in the Almshouse : & ,
5 2 ounds tim(;}i(«‘... 297 58 Lorena Newcomb, admitted Feb., 1851, aged 80 years.
b 5 founaa 25(} 60 1 Zillah Howe, g6, - “ 1858, ¢ 41 «
Land for house-lot, 85 53 f Joseph Ghen, i “ “ 1851, ¢ 46 «
Grading - ! | - Lucy Hill % Apr. 1851, « "§5 @
Surni lxini the house and extra appliances : 116 36 ‘Geofge “;horf, “ Atlx)g. 1869: « 388 |«
.mmi\* <t. bill furniture and fixtures, 47 33 ‘ Rebecea Hill & Dec. 1869, ¢ 24 .«
o g{)arrzw’& Snow, bill stove and fatures, 38 iT, | Thomas Smit’h,' L Nov. 1870: f. -85 .5
Waid & Alexander, bill well and®pump, 14 37 a2 - George F. Newcomb, ¢ July 1870, <« 41 «
J. Bradley, bill dram-pipe. 14 25 \ Lydia Nickerson, . Sept. 1870, * 63 «
Sundry bills,

. Michael Whelding, Jan. 1871, “ 82 1-2 years.
$6,526 91 . :
Total cost. g
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Assistance of Poor out of Almshouse :

NAMES. Provisions, Fuel. ' Cash. Med. At. Total.

Mrs, A. Valentine, 123 81 ,‘ﬁ 63 | ! 127 44
Wid. Robert Neweomb, {91 00 | 91 00
Mrs. Sally Waréham, | 84 92 84 92
Wid. Asa Fratizen, 35 60 | 44 50 80 10
Miss Ida Newcomb, ‘ 101 00 101 00
Wid. Mary A. Little, 45 25 : 45 25
Wid. Priscilla Bush, 18 36 | 29 75 | Al 48 11
Wid. Hetty Snow, 35 68 500 | 10 09 525 55 93
Wid. Joe Smith, 8 00 6 00 { : 14 00
Jonathan E. Smith, 8 75 6 44 | \ 15 19
Wid. Doreas Hill, 58 09 | 22 63 ‘ 80 72
Wid. Abner Nickerson, 4 00 | 20 63 | 24 63
Wid. Nathan Haynes, 87 38 9 925 | 17-00 | 113 63
Wid. Polly Burket, 8 00 ¢ i 8 00
Nathan H. Hopkins, 22 25 j 5000 - 2 25
George W. Newcomb, 35 20 ' 35 20
Jennie Aspley, | 853 8 53
Miss Susan Am:hmu L2100 21 00
Child, [ 450 4 50
Miss M'u'v Cett(-h | 23 85 ; 28 85
Family of ¥, King, | 70 00 70 00
Mrs. Anna Soule, 18 34 263 | 42 12| 48 10| 111 19
Wid Mary Lewis, 3185 | 8 35
Wid. Isabella Williams, 6 55 6 75 | | 13 30
Russel B. Eaton, 6 22 1 24 00 | 30 22
William G. Smith, 9 00 838 1| . 17 38
Wid. H. G. Holway. 19 93 ' b | 19 98
George S. Peach, H 15 644 | . w’ 11 59
};enjamm anms | 21 78 ‘.’1 78
Two Trave Ilm s, 400 . 4 00

456 21 | 194 28 | 613 15 94 35 Ilo,u 99

There was also expended ¥15.85. funeral f'h:"gcs for Murs.
Anna Soule.

SCHOOL HOUSEN.

Your Selectmen were divected at the last annual town meet-
ing to repair the eastern and western school houses, and 10
move and repair the centre school house.  They have attended
to that duty ; have repaired the eastern and western houses ;
moved and repaired the centre house, and made needed repairs
and alterations of premises of the centre house, (rendered nec-
essary in moving the building) at an expeuse as follows :

A

Wy ¢

Paid material ant&é&)m repairs western house,

S %" eastern =
“ “s\c “  eentre “
. 3 moving, 113 i
g *“ grading, - -

- Paid Orders of Prudentiul Committee:
Paid Fixtures and care school-house No. 1,

Ao L . . NO. 2
ah . . NO 3

)
“ “

eastern pumary, -
Rent of school-room, M. L. Adams, -

% J. Stone, -
. SCHOOES.
Pmd Orders of the School Committee, -
A [ 3 13 3 bOOkS,

'awarp oy RoADS.

Paid Award on Parallel road,
= Vine Street, - <

5 Ward’s road, = fe

&

BRIDG
Paid JMan rial and labor repairs on bndge,
Settlement with towa Truro:
Provincetown paid, - - -

Traro paid - - - -

Less material sold. 5 - =

Cost of repairs to each town, - -

- $113 41
- 136 14
- 279 26
- 274 50
= 57 06

$860 37

- §154 60

- 132 55

- 180 78
- 83 18
- 50 00
- ;:32 00

$633 11

$7,064 11
281 56

87,345 67
$350 00

15 00
10 00

#8375 00

B691 42

691 42
95 10

786 52

55 17

$731 35
365 68
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NEW ROADS.

Pursu: : ; .
uant to a vote of the town, the committee \appointed to

direct and superintend the building of the Parallel road, Vine

Street and Methodist Alley so called, let out to the lowest bid-

de.r, n sections, that part of the Parallel road extendine fi

Vine Stregt to Court Street, so called, and from Pearl S; l;om
?enter Street, so called, Methodist Alley and that : art lf'e;' s
Street which lies between the eastern boundayy (:f \%"idéi Itze

g S ¥ 180 i
cy Bowley’s premises and the Parallel Road at the bound sto
near the premises of Paron C. Young %
g.

Secticn One was sold to Thon
g S nas Loth for
%o&_ of stone, bulkhead, fencing and onggr e(:(p m,%gg 90
gectgon Two was sold to Isaiah Gifford for - 38“' &
Sect_lon Three was s191d to James Gorman for 142')) 80
\fct}l]onq F our and Five were sold to Jona. Hill for 335 OQ
6 ethodist Alley was sold to James Gorman for 0
Sos:_ of selling the above sections 85 88
ection Six was sold to Jonathau,H'll fi
Cost of bulkhead sold to Jonathan Iliillof};)r 1’183 98
LS ‘
Total cost of workine : 1d |
Committee bill for serv?c:: :c(i)de’d, ‘ $J,—]{:gé ((:8
Total amount of cost, %3 G;B «»("
e, 0 ¢ J )

Sections One, Two, Three, Four and Five, of Vir; S
and Parallel Road, and methodist Alley, have,e been : tir““t"
and a‘ccepte.d, at a cost of $2,208.20. SectionJ Sixcm‘l'lli leted
$1,193.70, is unfinished, and not accepted or paid ;'or s

The amount a iate

Which leaves I;Pg:ﬁﬁ:ge?nbt)l’x: I']I?r::z::;;, rw& W0, 90

expended of o 1,006 10
2

tAhnd yhour committee would recommend that 'a, further sum of
ree thousand dollars bea i i € and a d
y H pproprmted the en<u1ng v
d ; . S ar, (! o~
ed to said balance, for the purpose of continuing the working
= - B

glading and hurdenino of sa'd -()‘1 o
£ 1 Paral]e] R & 1 e
. d thC enswun sea-

y 9
LY
ROADS AND SIDEWALKS.

Orders of the Roagd surveyors:

Paid Cleaning side 8, = - - - $174 40
Hardening for roads, - - - 702 93
Lumber for sidewalks, - - - 929 69

- 21 80

Spikes and nails, - - -
Hardening for Town Hill, - - - 75 00
Labor and teaming on roads, - - 436 89

Asa Atkins, teaming, - - - 178 40
Addison Nickerdfn, teaming, - - 168 78
A. S. Mayo, labor, - - - - 106 456

$2,794 34.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Paid orders of the Engineers, -~ = - $2,877 40
Hoox axp Lapper HousE—At the last annual Town

| Meeting, it was voted that the®ubject matter of Article 18 be

left with the Selectmen, viz.: To extend the Hook and Ladder
house the desired lepgth in the rear, * provided the land can be
pufchased ; and in case it can not, that they be authorized to
procure a suitalle locality, whereon to place the building” with
the addition.” s

For carrying into effect the foregoing vote an appropriation
of $2,000, was made. :

In conformity with these instructions the Selectmen made
application for the purchase of the land in rear of Hook and
Ladder House, but the owners declined gelling. Due consider-
ation was subsequently given the whole subject. Consultations
were held with those citizens directly interested (and who moved
the matter in town meeting) and ascertaining that their views
concerning the necessity and expediency of further effort at
present on the part of the Selectmen, coincided with the views
of the latter, it was decided not advisable to take further action

in the premises the present year.
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Needed and ordinary repairs were therefore made, and the
outside of the building painted.

Paid repairs and painting Hook and Ladder house,

No. 1, - - - - - $95 50
NEW RESERVOIRS.

Paid Enoch Nickerson, - - = $200 00
M. L. Adams, - - - - 150 00
Orders of the Engineers, - - 1,276 02

1,626 02

-

NIGHT WATCH.

A night watch, consisting of six persons was on duty the
past year, from Feb. 1st to June 1st, and from Sept. 1st to Jan
1, 1871, at an expense of $1.370.

To continue this watch, (as ordered) to the annual meeting,
will require a further sum of $270.00, making the total cost of
a night watch $1,640.

We earnestly recommend the continuance of a night watch,
and an appropriation of $1,600 for this purpose.

ABAPEMENT OF TAXES.

Paid Orders of 1869, - - - - $42 00
Orders of 1870, - =i - - 144 33
Collector 1870, \ - - 4 2 - 212 00

$418 33

INCIDEN 12‘414 EXPENSES.

Paid Moderators’ fees, - - - - $25 00
Printing, - - - - - 182 90
Office expenses, - - - - 31 65
Police fixtures, - - 3 50

Orders Prudentlal Com _[‘own House & Hill, 219 T8

¢« Clock, - 46 55

11
Paid Joshua éook lock-up, - - - 4 10
Sundry bils, labor &ec., - - - 14 35
State Agent, Province land, - - - 31 00
Legal advice, - - - - 50 00
Board of Health. extra services, - - 16 54
Monument Committee, - - - 125
Rep‘airs on hearse and house, - - 15 0
Repairs and care of Town Tomb, - - 33 26
Return of deaths, - - - - 5 560
Se‘llwo' weights and measures, - - 20 00
Rent o = - 10 00
Board of John Powers, Barnstable J 'ul - 8 95
Orator, decoration Soldiers’ Monument, - 20 00
Committee services, new almshouse, - - 120 00

Insurance o, bk 17 75

. yCollecting taxes, - - - - 250 61
Discount on taxes, - - - - 1,375 31
oard of Health, salary, - - 10 00
“Constables, salary, - - - - 60 00
< extra duty, - - - 27 90
Road Surveyors, salary, - - - 30 00
Beach grass committee, salary, - 15 00

gbelectmen, Assessors and Overseers of Poor, 1,204 00

Town Treasurer, - - - - 200 0
Town Clerk, - - . - - 89 T8
Auctioneer and Crier, - - - 16 20
Witness fees and Com. exp. in Ghen case, - 132 60
$4,289 17
STATE AID.

Paid Soldiers and sailors, - - - - 768 00

® e

STATE AND COUNTY TAX.

- Paid State tax - - - - - $4,350 00
County tax, - - - - - 1,606 00

85,956 00



.

12
CHLEBRATION FOURTH JULY.

Paid Fireworks, - - - - - $216 T4
Musie, - - - - - 140 00
Orator, - - - - - 30 00
Incidental expenses, - - - - 64 00
' 8451 60

——

Paid Expenses of the Fish committee, & - - $107 52
Reception of the Plymouth Firemen. s 330 87
Union Brass Band, - - = 300 .00

PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST.
Paid principal and interest town debt, - - $6,877 26

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR END-
ING DECEMBER 31, 1870.

The Selectmen have examined the account ofthe town Treas-
urer, and find that there has been received in the Treasury as
follows :

Rec’d. Individuals and Banks, (borrowe cd moncy ) 87,875 00

State for Corporation tax, - ,131 45
State Aid for Soldiers and 5a11015, - 800 00
Town of Truro, on acet. of Brldoe 1869, - 65 61

s & g 1870, - 243 35
A. L. Putnam, school books, - - 94 06
J. B. Baxter, Liquor Agency, - - 100 00
Josiah Chase for land, - - - 40 00
Bridge committee, material sold, - - ig é‘ (‘)

Road Surveyors, do., - (
Nathaniel Fz"cen,mn 2d., Collector of taxes. 41 769 22

Rent of keys to cupola, -

D. H. Barnes, old iron, - - - r& 20
Distribution of Dog; fund, county, - - 50 4? ]
Cash in Treasury Jan: 31, 1870, - - 7,169 06

59,390 14
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The Tregsurer has paid out upon proper vouchers the follow-
ing sums:

For New Almshouse, - - - - $6,295 93
Furnishing new Almshouse, - - - 230 98
Poor in the Almshouse, - - - 1,119 22
Poor out of the Almshouse, - - - 1,373 84

- Repairs and moving school-houses, - - 860 37

Prudential Commxttee, repairs and care do., 638 11

{Schools and books, - - - - 1,345 67
Award on roads, - - - - 375 00
Bridge, - - - - - 691 42
New 1 roads, - - - - - 2,450 20
Road surveyors, - - - - 2,794 84

- Fire Department, - - - - 2,877 40

o Hook and L‘ldder h0u~e, - - - 95 50
M reservoirs, - - - - 1,626 02
ight watch, - - - - 1,370 20
+"  Abmement taxes,” - - - - 418 33
#Incidental expenses, - - - - 4,289 17
State aid, -~ - - - - 768 00
State and County tax, - - - 5,956 GO
Celebration Fourth of July, - - 451 60
Fish Committee, - - - 107 52
Reception of Plymonth Flremen, - - 330 87
Union Brass Band, - - - - 300 00
Principal and mtelest - - - 6,877 26
Cash in Tleaxury Jan. 10, 1871, - - - 9,751 85
$59,389 80

LIABILITIES OF THE TO WN.
Individuals and Banks. - $31,802 00

Schools, - - - - - - 2,062 00
Award on roads, - - - - - 451 00
Contract Parallel Road, - - - - 1,198578

$:5,609 08
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ASSETLS. : \'1'() WN OFFICERS IN 1870.
The following are reported as the assets of the town : ! Selectmen, Assessors, and Overseers of the Poor.—SIiLAs 8. YOUNG,
Due from the State for State aid, - - - $768 00 1 ARTEMAS PAINE, JOAN SWIFT.
“ Town of Truro on acecount of Bridge, i 62 63 £ Town Clerk and Treasurer.—ParoN C. YOUNG, g
& Town of Concord, M. Haynes, - = 124 39 1 : Cedector of Tazes.—NATHANIEL FREEMAN, 2d.
“ Town of Dennis, R. B. Eaton, - % 30 82 1 Superintendent of Schools,—B. F. HUTCHINSON,
L Anna Soule, - = 15 00 ] School Commillee.—J. B. BaxtEr, Lutner NICKERSON, HENkrY
Cash in Treasury Jan. 10, 1871, - - - 9,751 8 § SHORTLE,
_— ” : Roa® Surveyors.—Asa ATKINS, A. L. Mavo, AppisoN NICKER-
N 10,752 19 SON. .
Present indebtedness of the towr, - - - 24756 89 Constables.—JONATHAN COOK, ROBERT . BAXTER, EpWARD J.

KiLpurN, JouN W. Bearry, J. Harvey DEeArBorN, Jonx M.

“-:),-.)09 08 CARNES.
—— 2D Board of Health.—JONATHAN COOK, JaMES EMERY, J. B. Bax-.
Town debt Jan. 31, 1870, $21,993 66 TER.
Town deht Jan. 10, 1871, 24,756 89 Beach Grass Committee.—HENRY “ATKINS, JouN SyitH, OTIs
> : o R LOVERING. '
Increase the past year, 2,763 23 Surveyors of Wood, Bark, and Lumber.—J.S. Atrwoop, N. C.
' ¢ BRrOOKS, JOHN DYER.
Respectfully submitted : i . ~ Hield Drivers.—CHARLES H. WALKER, ZEPHENIAH RicH, GIDEON
: ALLEN.
SIL AS S. YOUNG, Selectmen n Fence Viewers.—J. B. BAXTER, J. M. CROCKER, J. STONE.
ARTHMAS PAINE of Pound Keepers.—FREEMAN M. BoWLEY, Jostan HiLL.
Sealer of Weights and Measures.—PARON C. YOUNG,

JOHN SWIFT, Provineetown P

Provincetown, Jan. 10, 1871. -

H

Truant Committec. — JAMES EMERY, JONATHAN CooOK, JoHN
Youna.

Monwment. Commitice.—~JOHN D, HILLIARD.

Prudential Committee.—Rurus HorkiNs, ELisHA YOUNG, Lysan-
DER N. PAINE.

Engincers of the Fure Department.—EBEN S, SuiTH, Chief, JONATHAN
Cook, CHARLES A. CoOK, AMASA TAYLOR. JOHN D. HILLIARD, LYSAN-
pER M. Pamne. Exos N, Youna.

e e
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REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS

OF THE

FIRE DEPAR'DMENT.
i ENGIN?ER*:iB—I?;{;&tSa}r{ Cooi<, Charles A. Cook,
Ai:sfél‘i:fl;:r,E Jl\ (3]1: ;)h Hilliar&, Lysander N. Paine, Enos N.

Young. ey
CLERK —J. D. Hllhard.

The Department
The total

y iet one.
The past year has been a very quiet oI
has bcelr)l called out f'{ve times, to very slight fires.
loss being but $100.
The firemen now number 370.

i rolu /ithout pay.
vices, and 133 volunteers w - : : .
A;)paratus in charge of the Engineers, and its estimated va

237 are paid for their ser-

ue: ; : } - §2,000 00
Engine No. 1, witlyhose carriage, . - 300 00
I o 2, ‘k‘ ¢ % g o 1’000 00

“ ‘% 2, v i (5 . & 200 ()g

“« et T . N = 200 0
Relief Engine, (old No. 1) = - 2 500 00
Hook and Ladder, tl‘“‘iﬁ anld apparatus, __ i 75 00
Relief Hose Carriage, No. 1, . - - 2400 €0

: {Nos. 1 and 2, $1,200 each, Lol

fingoe h2eet N amd 4, BLG00 ach, - = 3000 00
Hook and Ladder House, ; ~ . 7500 00
Relief Engine House, - r = 1,000 00
2000 feet Boyd’s patent Hose, - - S 300 00
800 feet leather hose, - - Y © - 1,000 00
850 feet metropolitan hose, = - 4,550 00

26 reservoirs, $175,

¢ s _ 1,250 00
5 new reservoirs, built the past year, $2&, 1,250

———

$20,375 00
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The reservoirs built the past year, give us a very much need-
ed supply of water, and places the department on a more effi-
cient footing than heretofore.

The Engine houses are in good order and sufficient for the
present accommodation. The Hook and Ladder house is in
good order, but rather small, not being long enough to carry
the length of ladders very mnch needed on many of our build-
ings.

The engines are in good working order, with the exception
of No. 2, which is not in a condition to make the department
as serviceable as it should be. That Company have applied for
a new engine, and we would recommend that if another is put

in the place of this, it may be of the same size cylinder as the
others.

EXPENDITURES FOR 1870.

New hose and couplings, - - - 81,157 30
Salaries ficemen, - - - - - 1,000 00
Salaries of the Engineers, - - - 43 00
Salaries of Stewards, - - - - 205 83
Flags and Flag-staffs, - - - - 62 59
Repuiring hose and engines, - - - 65 25
New suction strainer, - - - - 10 00
Repairs op old reservoirs, - - - 54 01
Repairs and painting houses, - - - 82 35
Prinsing, - - - - - 17 50
Fuel and other incidental expenses, - - 179 57
2,877 40

Appropriation, $4,000 00
Balance on hand in Town treasury, ‘ 1,122 60
: $4,000 00

For the coming year we would recommend the same appro-
priation as last year.
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NEW RESER VOIRS.
In accordance with the w&of the .town at the last annual
S

meeting, five new reservoirs have been built, under the super-
vision of Asst. Engine ‘{Chas. A. Oook, costing in the aggre-
cate $1,276.02.  Appro riated for the same, $1.500. Balance

in Town Treasury %223.98.

In closing we would modestly say that the present pay of the
Engineers is, Chief, $10; Clerk, $8 ; other assistants $5 each.
The department is of that size which requires much of our
time and attention, and we would respectfully ask that there
be an inerease of such amount as you may be pleased to put
upon the value of our services.

The whole of which is respectfully submitted :

EBEN. S. SMITH,

CHAS. A. COOK, \

AMASA TAYLOR, Engineers

J. 1D HILLIARD% %Firv Department.
L. N. PAINE,
ENOS N. YOUNG.

L]

REPURT
\ OF THE
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
OF THE

Town of Vrovincetows,

FOR THE YEAR ENDING

« . Dec. 31, 170,

%

YARMOUTH PORT
REGISTER JOE PRINTIN o
INTING ESTABLIS I
1871 LISHMENT.
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'REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
!

. Pl e 4 mem

In accordance with a vote of the town at the last annual
meeting, the School Committee appointed a Superintendent of
Public Schools.

The committee therefore present and recommend for the
careful consideration of the citizens of Provincetown, the faith-
ful report of the Superintendent. "

It is believed that under the present management, the edu-
cational iunterests of the town are steadily progressing, and in
conformity with this belief the committee would earnestly re-
commend a continuance of the same.

To this end we ask authority of the town to appoint a Su-
perintendent of Public Schools for the ensuing year, and for an
appropriation of an equal amount of money as last year.

g

J. B. BAXTER,
. “ LUTHER NICKERSON, Cof;fb"z.‘t’fee
i H."SHORTLE, milttee.
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REPORT Uf THE SUPERINTENDENT.

t— -

To J. B. Baxter, Luther Nickerson and Henry Shortle, School
Committee of the town of Provincetown.
GENTLEMEN : ®
In compliance with my instructions at the commencement
of the school year, I present my report of the schools of Prov-
incetown for the past two terms and o much of the présent
term as has transpired, closing the report and the school year
on the last day of December, 1870. In offering this regort,
permit me to say that 1 do not consider it my duty to write es-
says on the several topics that may be embraced in the broad

field of school education and discipline, or any part of them for

the purposes of making a book ; but simply to state the pro-

gress and present condition of thie several schools, und to make,

such suggestions and recommendations as may seem proper, and

such, as in my opinion, will better promote their interests and

make them more productive of good.

The number of scholars in town, returned by the Assess-
ors, between the ages of five and fifteen years, is. T37. The
number connected with the schools, during the spring term,
was T71. The average attendance was 623, and the number
over fifteen years of age was 66. Of the whole number of
scholars 62 were in the High School, 250 in the Grammar, 150
in the Intermediate, and 329 in the Primary Schools. The av-

erage attendance at the High School was 58 ; at the Grammar,

156 ; at the Intermediate, 127 ; and at the Primary schools,
987. Of the number over fifteen years of age 36 were, of the
High school, 14 of the Eastern, 13 of the Center, and 3 of the
Western Grammar schools. The whole number of scholars be-
longing to the schools during the Fall term was 718, and the

23

ge:}s:geH ffttendance wss 599. Ot the whole number, 55 were
;. \e igh spchool, 178 of the Grammar, 140 of the: Int

1ate, and 345 of the Primary Schools. The avera ot
ance at the High school was 46 ; at the Grammar 14%;3- P
It}termediate 117; and at the Primary schools 297 HT,l .
be'connectf:d with the schools, over fifteen years ;)f olve i
48. .Of' this number 88 were of the High School gce,f' .
Eastern, 4 of the Center, and 4 of the We o Sudyi
iy stern ‘@rammar

The whole number of scholars : i

the present term is 817. Of thi:r;ucr:l])r::ib'?g ‘:xl'teh ntxte EChOOIB
the High school, 248 of the Grammar, 196 of the I:t] i ?f
th:, and 318 of the _Primary schools. The whole numl:e:m(:3 e

een years of age is 99. Of this number 40 are membersvz;

the High school ; 54 of the G
’ rammar ; 1 :
BB of the Primary school, AT of the Intermediate ;

'

; The school year is divided as usual into Spring, Fall
Winter terms ; Spring and Winter terms of fourat; i
each, and Fall term of twelve weeks. The school 'e i
menced without any change of teacher, except the ziem: c;)m-
ge. Cent(;r 1\,(IIJ‘ragmar school.  Mr. Kennedy did nOthi:;‘It’Z r;) .

am, and Mr. Charles H. Dunbar was appoi )
cy. Ahou‘t themiddle of the Spring terll)np,oilmits:dl;:llt::dvacan-
for a vacation for the remainder of the term .
ed, and Miss Hattie F. Weeks was Iaced’
achool. . .

. pllrlng the suml}wr vacation Mr. A. O. Burt resigned hi
position as Principal of the High School, a position which l::

which was grant-
in charge of the

‘had ably and acceptably held for five years, and Henry F

Burt, A.B., was elected to fill the vacancy. At the close of
0

~the Spring te p ?
R tp ¢ term, Mn. Clay’s engagement terminated, and the
itions upon which he would ccnsent to remain were thought
g

n sh as w i and
ot to be such as ould promote the interests of the school
£

- Mr. Horace A. Freeman was appointed Principal of the West-

ern Grammar School.
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An exchaw@e of schools taug%lt by Miss Helfﬁet.ta W h?t—
ney and Miss Atfice @7 Rallard, was made at thlsi{.tlme, Miss
Whitney taking the Second Center Primary, and Miss Ballard
the Center Intermediate. Miss Lizzie N. Paine resigned the
charge of the Western Primary,and Miss Rebecea D. Sparks
was removed to that school, and Miss Hattie F. Weeks was ap-
pointed Assistant in the Center Grammar School. ;

Fifty applicants for admission to the High School were
examined, on the day of the annual examination, and twenty-
three were admitted. Six more were examined after the term
commenced, and three were admitted, making twenty-six in all
that have been admitted during the year. |

At the commencement of the year it was m§ wish to hold
the scholars of the several schools just where they were, with-
out promoting any scholar to a higher grad‘e for one year, thus
raising the scholarship of‘all the schools before promotmn,.there-
by securing greater proficiency in the brm']cht?s tan.ght in the
several grades. But, upon a careful examination of thfa sxtu.a-
tion, I found it impossible to carry my wishes .u:to effect, for
want of room for the Primary scholars, except in the secohd
Center and Eastern Primary. The scholars of these &s‘choofs
and the Eastern Intermediate were retained during fhe Spring
term, and would have been longer, had it not been for the ab-

sence of so great a number from the Eastern Gramwmar school

at the commencement of the Fall term.

Finding it impossible, as I have said,.to carry out.my de-
sire, eleven scholars from the Western Primary and nine frox.n
the Western Primary No. 2. and fourteen ﬁ'onll the Center Pri-
mary schools, were promoted to the Intermediates, at .the com-
mencement of the Spring term; and at the same time nine
scholars from the Western, and seventeen from the Center In-
termediate were promoted to the Grammar scheols ; at the

commencement of the Fall term twelve scholars were promoted,

from the Eastern Primary to the Intermediate, and thirteen
from the Intermediate to the Grammar schools.

& ngpartunity of gaining an education, is what time they may be
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Much as 1 dislike, and as strong as my prejudices are
‘against promoting scholars from one grade of school to another,
at periods of less than a year, it could not possibly be avoided,
80 great was the necessity for such promotign, caused by want
of room in the Primary department ; therefore twelve scholars
-ﬁ-‘gf;ﬁhe Western, fifteen from Western No. 2, thirteen from
Cextor, and seven Center No. 2 Primaries, were promoted to

¢ theTntermedlate schools ; this promotion has erowded the West-

ern and Center Intermediate schools.

It has'been said that there are seats in the Grammar
school rooms, and the question has been asked, why not send up
a class from each of these schools to the respective Grammar
schools? - To my mind the answer is both obvious and conclu-

4l 81ve.

~ Admitting the fact, that the Western and Center Gram-
mar schools are much smaller than they have been for several

- years past, and that there is sufficient room to seat some twenty
- scholars as in the Center apd forty in the Western Grammar
- school rooms ; yet there . chis fact to be met and acted upon
~ in the spirit of right and justice. There are, in either of these

schools, a large class of scholars, advanced in years, whose only

be earnestly and faithfully devoted to their instruction and ad-
vancement, in such branches of study as they ean comprehend

~ and may be made usefll to them in after life. The younger
- scholars will suffer no ‘material injury by remaining where they
': - now are, in the care of good and faithful teachers.

I have endeavored to enforce the regulation in regard to

- absentees, as rigidly as possible, and yet to shut out no really
- deserving scholars from the privileges of school. In doing this

the Eastern and Western schools have been entrusted to the
teachers of the several departments, reporting to me any doubt-
ful or extreme cases of absence or tardiness.
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During thelprincr term fifty-five permits were grantgil
scholars to return to schooly < In most of these cases the parent
and not the child, was the party at fault. The children were
sent of crrands at just the time they ought to be in school ; or,
the child wished to go visiting, and the parent thought some
recreation was necessary, the poor child did not wish to be shut -
up in the school-room all the time ; and so days were spent,
the child lost his or her place in the class, became discpuraged,
and, by and by, will add another to the dunces’ class, already
too large from similar causes.

During the Fall term like arrangements were made with
the teachers of the Eastern and Western schools with very
good results. Thirty-five permits were granted to absentees, a
very large proportion of whom were cranberry-pickers. There
may be, and undoubtedly are, some families where the parcnts
feel the need of all the assistance their children are able to af-
ford, to aid in the support of the family ; but in several cases, #
concerning which special inquiries have been made, the amount

[ ]
earned has been so trifling a sum, that it would scarcely meet

the extra expense caused by necessary destruction of clothing,
while engaged in’ picking. One was out of school a week, and
earned seventy cents; another three days, and earned fifty.

cents ; and another three days, and earned only twenty-five \

cents. It would seem that no reasonable parent, who had the
well-being of his child in view, would be so unwise as to keep
children from school for so small pecuniary reward. The inju-
ry done the children, the mortification they suffer, caused by
losing their position in their classes, is of ten-fold greater hin-
drance and loss than the benefits derived from the money earn-
ed, even if there was no extra outlay to gain it.

The question, How shall we secure a better attendance at

school, remains unanswered. It is said by some that parents

should be compelled by law to send their children constantly to 1

school until they are twelve years of age. It certainly has a
very bad appearance on the part of parents that the neglect of
duty to their children, should call for any such expressions of

-

opinion ; and yet we find it to be cne of the most prominent
themes for discussion at almost every teachers’ meeting that has
been held for the past year. Could parents only be made sensi-
ble of the great injury they do their children by taking them
out of school at such an carly age, to labr, or what is far worse,
})ermlttmw them to stay out of school for no purpose at all, but
! 4 roam the street, it cannot be doubted that theyggvould use
viery endeavor to have them attend punctually and constantly,
until they had sccured, at least, a thorough grammar school
education. This might be done at the age of twelve years, as
above intimated. But what are the f dCtb? It is a fact, howey-
er mortifying it may be, that there are scholars in our Grammar
school to-day, that do not read or write as well as they did five
years since, when they were members of the Intermediate
school. What is the reason of this? Simply because they have
been taken out of school to work summers, or what is true in
most cases, they have been permitted * to close school” when
older scholars have left to engage in some necessary employ-
- ment, to roam the streets w1th notllmfr to do, nothing to occupy
their minds but to “kill time.” lhcy are f'ound lounging
around the school-room doors, waiting for the scholars to come

‘. out at recess or intermission, to join with them in their play and

e

sport, but when the bell strikes, they stroll off down on the
wharves, or bjs the shore, to spend their time in throwing chips
or stones, or committing nuisances to the great annoyance of
good citizens. These children form the dunces’ class in our

t schools, which is a large class, from mere neglect and nothing

“else. How long this condmon of things shall continue, is foL
parents to decide. No one can answer for them.

The only change of text books made thus far is the Arith-
metic, charging Quackenboss for Walton’s, which change has
Leon attended with good results. A smaller and more concise
History of the United States, has been substituted for Quack-
enboss. No scholar who has a book is required to get' a new
one ; it is only those who need new books that are required to
obtuin the substituted copy.
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There is an almost universal complaint from teachers, that
the Geographiecfiow infuse are out of date: fmd very imper-
fect. Questions are asked respecting localities that are not
mentioned in the text nor have they been placed on the map
included in the text book. If is desirable that we have the
best text books we can find, but it is not an easy matter to de-
vise which is the best. We are constantly receiving circul'ars
from publishers recommending their favorite auth.or and cl.zum-
ing that their book, is the best yet pr(.)duced.v It is very evident
that all cannot be best ; there must be a good and a bette'r
among them. Some of our teachers are not willing tf) admit
that those in use in our schools are even good, but clam.l that
they are decidedly bad. My view of this matter is that it does
not make any material difference what text book is used, pro-
vided the teacher understands the subject and the school-.room. is
furnished with proper apparatus to aid him in imparting in-
struction. All the essentials of Geography may be taught very
successfully from a globe and a map of the two 'Ifemlsphexzes.
But, say our teachers, we have not even these. lhe. assertion
is true, and my wish has been to keep the expenses 0{' the cur-
rent year within the town appropriation so that what is received

from the State school fund, may be appropriated for supplying

these deficiencies in our school-rooms. Althcugh I admit that
the text book now in use is not the most modern and perhaps

- not the best, yet so far as I am acquainted with others, I am
not so well satisfied of the superior excellence of any ot.her, as
to recommend a change at this time, but would suggest it as a
proper subject for your careful consideration.

At the last session of the Legislature, a statute law was
enacted making drawing one of the required studies of the pub-
lic schools. After Bartholomew’s series of dmwin.g w::.s'adoptcd
by you for the use of the schools, I m.ade some  inquiries , con-
cerning what they were doing in relation to the introduction (.)f
drawing into the schools in other places. I learned that in
some towns, they were so fortunate as to have more or: less

29

~

teachers who understood the subject sufficiently to commence,
while others hpd taken no action on the matter whatever. We
are not of that i‘bl'tunate few who have among their corps of
 teachers those who can even make a beginning to teach others.
And the question arises what shall we do?  Shall we employ
- some suitable person t% visit our school and teach drawing ; or

3
- shall we employ for a Term more or less, some suitable person

- to teach our corps of teachers and they in turn teach the sehol-

~ voe

b

ars of the school? My opinion is for adopting the latter meth-
- od, since the teachers if they are called upon to teach others,

- will give more attention and perfect themselves more in the art
~than they otherwise would.

B I noticed that the School Board of the city of Boston, had
~ sent tgEngland to engage the services of a competent Professor
- of Drawing, to teach in the schools of the city ; but as our

- funds’ do not yyarrant us in'following so illustrious an example,
‘wemust be content with making the most of our means. In
this connection let me say, that an effort has been made to have
njhnusic taught in the schools the present term ; how it will
suceeed it is impossible to say at the present time. My wish is

;;'-,ﬁ!'imve both voeal and instrumental music taughf in the schools
but especially in the High school.

I think there should be a
teacher in the High school whose special duty should be to teach
music, drawing and the modern languages. Such a teacher
-should have a place among us, and I know of none better adapt-
ed to meet the publi¢ wants than our High school, the direct

influence would be to build up the school and enlarge its field
~ of usefulness. i

I have written more than I intended at the commencement

of this report, but T must beg your indulgence for a further dis-
- cussion of one or two topics of interest to all who would act
- understandingly upon  the question of education either public

~or private. The first themeis the classification of the scholars

R who attend the High school. In this school much time is lost

through lack of systematic effort. In this opinion I am sup-
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-
ported by the five years experience of Mr. A. C. Burt while oc-
cupying the position of priseipal of the school.  There are too
frequent changes of study and in the selection, the scholars do
not seem to have any regard to the relation the selected study
has to those already pursucd and on account of these changes
no one branch of study is continued for sufficient length of time
to obtain so thorough an understanding of the subject as will
make it either useful for practical purposes, or mental discipline.
To remedy this defect, I would suggest that the school be di-
vided into the English and Classical departments, and at the
commencement of the second year in the school, every scholar
If the Classical,

have him pursue the college course of study for the remaining

shall elect which department he will enter.

three years; if the Lnrrlhh, then let him pursue the hnnhah
course of study for a like term of time, making the study of
]:1ench elective in either department. If we should adopt this
method there is no doubt we should cease to hear it said there
is nothing gained by attending the High school, but that for
any thorough preparation for business or admission to our col-
leges we are obliged to resort to other institutions of learning.
The admission to the Classical department ought not to be con-
fined to the lads of the school, but the young Misses should en-
joy the privilege equally with the lads and should pursue the
same course of study. It’s a fact, however strange it may ap-
pear that the young ladies of this school are more ambitions,
more persevering and do attain to a higher grade of scholar-
ship than the young men. They leave the school better pre-
pared to engage in the active duties of life and to dischar e
them with understanding and ability.  Whatever may be b‘ut(
of *“Womans Rights™ it is evident that woman will oceupy a
very different position in society in the future, from that the
occupies at the present time. Let us then encourage all young
ladies so far as our influence will effect their {uture prospect, to
prepare themselves to perform the duties of the day, whatever
they may be, with becoming dignity and selt respect.

i o1 -

The need of classification of the scholars for better im-
provement of time and Lopportunity, is not confined to the High
School, but extends through all the grades, from the Pum.u‘y
upward ; but how it ks to be accomplished is not an easy mat-
- ter to determine, Were we without school-houses or any school
system, it would be comparatively an easy task. We already
have three grades that have been long and well established,
and it iz neither wise nor prudent to attempt any changes by
way of experiment, unless all parties intercsted are well con-
vinced of the usefulness and practicability of the contemplated
change.

Whether we begin with the higher and grade down, or the
lower and grade up, there are two classes of scholars that at-
tend our schools some portion of the year that must not be for-
gotten—the-larger l)oys and the little children. By strict con-

b structlon of the statute laws of the State, we might dispose of

the former clas ss, unless special provision were made for them.
Yet it is ﬂexthbr wise nor well to entirely ignore their claims to

- considerziion in enumerating and providing educational privi-

leges for all our children. In providing for this elass of schol-

~ars I would suggest that a separate school be established for all

boys over fifteen years of age, where all the young men of the
town may attend, twelve weeks at least, during the winter sea-
son ; provided that if there are anyboys over ﬁttccn years of age
who attend school during the year, those boys will remain in
the Grammar schools of which they are members. The statute

law provides for the establishment of such schools and the ap-
~ propriation of money for their support by the town.

Atter provisions are made for that class of scholars, there
remains about two hundred in the Grammar department, well
qualified to remain, leaving some five hundred in the Interme-

~ diate and Primary departments ; three-fifths of which number
~are members of the Primary department.

If this number of

Primary scholars were equally distributed through the town,

there would not be much difficulty in providing for their accom-
!

16y
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modation ; but while the Eastern has but fifty, the Center
Western and Western No. 2, have about seventy-five each.
What we really want as the schools are now graded and di-
vided, is more room for Primary scholars in the Center and
Western parts of the town.
this room ean be obtained, each involving material changes in
the present division of the schools.

The first would be, to put more seats in the new school-rooms,
reseat the old Primary rooms and place an assistant teacher in
cach of the new rooms.
panse of not less than four hundred dollars for teachersy and
other expenses fiobably not less than § *y dollars more.  An-
other arrangement might be made by hi ¥ing Grammar schools
in the Eastern and Western school-rooms, fnd removing the

Yenter Intermediate up stairs, this would give us one more
The third and
last change would be to have one Grammar school at the Cen-
ter occupying the whole house, with a male teacher up stairs
with suitable assistants in the other rocms.  The Eastern and
Western Intermediates would then cecupy the present Gram-
mar school room, giving us the additional room and making
still greater saving in expensc, but the additional room would
be where we do not need it, in the Eastern part of the town.
Lach change considered, present advantages and disadvantages.
The first furnishes the room with considerable increase of ex-
pense ; the second supplies the room where it is needed at less
expense ; the third furnishes the rooms at still less expense but
the room is not where it is needed. I am in hopes that no radi-
cal change may become necessary the ensning year, but that all
interested will consider the suggestions made and such other
methods of improvement as may arise in their minds, so that,
when the time comes to act we may act understandingly in the
premises.

There is quite a general complaint by those living near the
several school-houses, of” being annoyed by the children coming

There are several ways in which

This would eall fur an additional eéx-

Primary room and would reduce the expenses.

B -
Sl would (h_eref'ori +Ecommend that cach school-
beiprovided“w,ifﬂ a well and pump on the premises, and
or more sinks in the houses for the use of the scholars.

the close of the Fall term public reviews of all the
ware institutad, for the puacpose of brinzing the parents,
rs and scholars together in the school-room, and that the
nts might witness the exhibition of the scholars’ acquire-

h . . . .
«nder the direetion of the teachers: These reviews were

~ Eastern Primary — Miss Ella F. Bush, teacher. Miss
has had charge of this school during three terms. She
been diligent and earnest in the discharge of her duties, and
met with good success.  Yet it is evident that if she had
confidence in lx?er ability to conduct the school, her efforts
d mect with more marked improvement.

There is a great
f interest in this school on the part of parents.

ot ac \ NL . >

‘ﬁﬁmbole ntaber of scholars, Spring term 61, average 50 ;
]l term 49, average 42; Winter term 48, N umber of visit-
at public review, 0.

- Center Primary, No. 2 — Miss Henrietta Whitney, teach-
This school commenced the Spring term under the charge
Alice G. Ballard. At the middle of the term her
h failed, and a vacation was granted, and Miss Hattie F.
Veeks was placed in charge. While Miss Ballard was in the
ol it was always in excellent cendition. Miss Weeks was
and faithful in her labor, and the school continues to
”ja‘ good progress.  Though placed in a difficult position she
ve evidence of skill and ability in teaching. Miss Whitney
nced with the Fall term.  Her honest ahd encrgetic ef-

=
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Whole number of scholars, Spring term 58, average num-
ber 50 ; Fall term 56, average 45; Winter 53. Number of vis-
itors at public review, 1.

Center Primary—Alice D. Keefe teacher. Miss Keefe has
been in this school one year, having had one term experience
before coming here. It is but justice to say that she has suc-
ceeded remarkably well ; kindness and cnergy are so admirably
blended in her treatment of the children that she has maintained
good order without severity in a room crowded with little chil-
dren. Reading and Spelling are well taught.

Whole number of scholars Spring term 67, ave age 60 ;
Fall term 80, average 72 ; Winter term 69. Numbe of visit-
ors at public review, 4.

@

Western Primary—Rebecca D. Sparks teacher. This
school during the first térin was under the care of Miss Lizzie
N. Paine, who has been long and favorably known in connec-
tion with it as teacher. Her exceedingly happy faculty of pre-
serving good attention and inspiring her pupil with love and
respect insured cheerful obedience. She taught Reading nat-
urally and correctly, which is the highest praise that can be
given a teacher of little children.  Miss Sparks had earned a
good name before entering this school, and she has lost nothing
of her skill in management and correctness of teaching. The
school under her care continues in the way of well doing.

Whole number of scholars Spring term 73, average 65 ;
Fall term 80, average 71 ; Winter 78, over 15, 4.  Number of
© visitors at review, 12.

{

Western Primary No. 2—Carrie F. Nickerson. Nothing
that I can say of this school will add to or detract from its
merits. A thorough teacher and disciplinarian always makes
his mark too plainly to be affected by words. Fertile in resources,
the minds of the children are awakened and stimulated to
healihy action, by the will of a superior.

5%5)

Whole number of scholars Spring term 70, average 62;
Fall term 80, average 67 ; Winter 70. Number pf visitors at
review 6. »

)

Rastern Intermediate—Carrie O. Atkins,teacher. Miss Atkins
has taught this school so long with only a term’s interruption

‘that the school seems to be almost a part of herself. As re-

gards discipline the school is excellent.  The recitations in
Avithmetic and Geography are uniformly good. If there is a
falling off #om its former good character, it is in the exercise of
Reading, but so much depends upon the aptness of scholars to

™ jmitate the example of the teacher, that it may be unjust to criti-

cise even the seeming want of correctness, which appears in
tone of voice and inflection.

Whole nnmber of scholars Spring term 42, average 36 ;
Fall term 34, average 28 ; Winter 44. Number of visitors at

review 1. f w

Center Intermediate—Miss Alice Gr. Ballard, teacher. This
school was under the care of Miss Henrietta Whitney the Spring

“term. She was honest and industrious in her efforts to advance

and attain a higher stand in all the essentials of a good school ;
but she partially failed through lack of sympathy on the part of
the scholars and parents, and perhaps her associates in labor.
Sh;: was corréct and systematic in her methods of imparting in-
struction and with a little more fortitude and patience would
have but few equals as a teacher. The sc}mlars were well dis-
ciplined in the forms of recitation. 5
Miss Ballard entered the school with a reputation gained
in the Primary department which secured a hearty co-operation
on the part of pupils and parents in most of her efforts. There
was a more marked improvement in the general order and tone
of the school, than in the recitations. The contrast in the meth-
ods of teaching and discipline, was so noticeable that it did not
seem like the same school. The school is very large at the
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present time, and taxes the skill and ability of the teacher to the
fullest extent. Yet all goes well.  Were I requested to point
out an error in her teaching, I should say, she has too much
sympathy for the scholars, so great at times as to get the better
of her more mature judgment.

Whole number of scholars Spring term 56, average num-
ber 47 ; Fall term 50, average 46 ; Winter term 78. Number
of visitors at review 10.

Western Intermediate—Miss Abbie N. Ilamlin teacher.
Miss Hamlin has been in charge of this school some more than
a year, and has acquired the most perfect control of the pu-
pils. Being enthusiastic in her methodsgof dealing with the
children, they soon became cqually so.  Reading, Arithmetic
and Geography are cach well taught, Lut the speciality is Read-
ing. There has been much work done and well dene.  All
things considered there is not a harder working, happier class
of scholars in town than will be found in this school-room, or
who merit greater commendation for their uniform good be-
havior.

Whole number of scholars, Spring term 52, average 44;
Fall term 50, average 43 ; Winter term 74 ; over 15, 1. Num-
Ler of visitors at review 14.

Western Grammar School — II. C. Freeman, teacher, as-
sisted by Miss M. Justina Nickerson.

Mr. C. M. Clay was Principal of this school during the
Spring texm. It was always under good discipline, and the
recitations were systematic and eritical.  There was a good de-
gree of industry manifested in the several cxercises, and con-
siderable enthusiasm on the part of a few. The school as a
whole presented the appearance of a military organization,
where all are subject to the will of a commander, and not an
institution in which skill and readiness were fit objects for com-
petition. The process of development was slow, but in time
would produce ripe scholars.

87

Mr. Freeman commenced his labors as Principnl with the
Fall term. A graduate of the State Normal School he brought
with him into the school the most. approv ed methods 9f teach—
ing in the State. Teaching by topics is a favorite manner ofgg
imparting instruction, putting aside text books, and deal-
ing entirely with principles. It takes a long while for children
to become familiar with the system, but when once learned and
put in practice it makes the most certain and sure scholars, and
secures Jhe most practical education. The order and disciplire
of the school Lus been good, and there has been as little dis-
turban@e frcm change of teachers as is common. The several
br )chcs are well and thoroughly taught by Miss Nickerson.
~C§mmcres of Principals effects no mato:ml change here. The du-
~ ties of the school-room are discharged with ability and success.
Whole number of scholars, Spring term 56, average 44,
over 15 years 35 Fall Yerm 51, average 40.4, over 15 years 4;
- Winter term 79, over fifteen years 23. Number of visitors at
~review 58.

Center Grammar School — C. II. Dunbar, teacher, assist~
ed by R. D. Sparks and Hattie F. Weeks.

This schoo!. which has been much larger than either of
the other Grammar sehools, for the past year has been under
the eare of Mr. Dunbar, a very energetic and persevering dis-
ciplinarian, for two terms. At the commencement he introdue-

~ed a series of gymnastic exercises, which have had a very good

influence in preserving good order in the school.  The several
branches common to the Grammar schools have been well
“taught, perhaps Arithmetic should stand first; others are ac-
~curately taught according to the text book, and at the same

- time thoroughly. An improvement has been made in the meth-
- od of teaching Geography, which is worthy of notice.  Read-

‘lng exercises are well conducted, but are rather ‘mechanieal,

i"thun natural. The order has Leen uniformily good and the
“ﬁcholars studious. If I were to sclect one poiat in which im-
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provement is desirable or a change would suggest itself, it is the
classification. Some of the classes are too large. Smaller class-
es and less time to a class would bring scholars more equal in
scholarship and mental capacity together, and all would be
more benefited by such classification.

Miss Sparks as assistant during the Spring term, was earn-
est in her work, and the classes in her room always recited
well, not perfect, for perfection is not to be found in the school
room more than elsewhere.

Miss Weeks is much more at home, as an assistant in the
Girammar school, than in the Primary and the good opinion
formed of her ability to teach has been most happily confirmed.
She is not only scholarly in the treatmen’ of the subject taught,
but secures the attention of her pupils, is quite independent of

text books and presents the subject to be taught in attractive
form. 3

Whole number of scholars Spring term 108, average 70,
over 15, 13; Fall term 81, avergge 61 4-10, over 15, 4;
Winter term 105, over 15, 18.  Numiber of visitors at review
88. "3

Eastern Grammar School—H. P. Dearborn teacher, assist-
ed by Miss Lizzie Kenney. 4

Mr. Dearborn and Miss Kenney, have been associated to-
gether as principgl and assistant in this school one year. It
was the first time for several sterms that there had been a change
of both teachers. As a matter of course there was a slight
breaking up of the general character for a time, but for the
past two terms there is mneither of the schools that has done
more honest hard work than this. The teachers themselves
are honest and industrious in their efforts for the improvemént
of their pupils, and the fruit of their labors can be readily seen
not only in the particular branches taught, but in the general
tone and charaéter of the school.

L 5 . . ‘y;{ |
guiding priuciple and whatever has been attempted has been’g:

-

Thoroughness has been the. -
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accomplished. The scbool has been small but those who

have attended have lost nothing from this paucity of numb
We hazard nothing in calling it a good school. g
‘Whole number of scholars 66, average 42, over 15, 14:
Fall term 46, average 37, over 15, 2 ; V\'inbter ter,m 67 r 15,
13. Number of visitors at review 3. P fel

4 Ciillcih bch:ol—H. F. Burt, teacher, assisted by Miss Lucia
: The former pkzipal M. A. O. Burt, retained his position -
uniil the Summer vacation and the school kept on itz ulsml;
prosperous course. I think it never appeared to better adv: .
tage or seemed to move along with greater ease than durin tlr:-
latter part of the term. Apparently there was more stud : ;
more interest manifested in whatever was doing.  The c}l: -
of t.e::tchers caused some interruption, but not so much Tk
:h'antxclpated, tor it is almost an impossibility to have a ch g
teacher wtthout change of methods and manner of congngte' 2
the general discipline of the school and recitation Olfl’cli; .
Burt’s ability to teach and his sincere desire to do all.in hi .
er to advance the interests of every scholar in the ;choolls ILOW-
is not the least doubt, and if his theory in regard to cond tt'ere
- the school was fully acquiescedin by his pupilsthere couldu;emg
R gnch thing as discord in their relation as teacher and .“0
;Every scholar being put upon his honor on entering th P‘}‘IPII&
] it would only be unfaithfulness to himself that coulﬁ calf ; P
Irjexercise of authority on the part of the teacher, which -
~soon become a thing unknown to any, except tl’lose wh n;ight
‘recently become members. We have a very good sch0 la:ve
—*@eefl, and if any fail to improve it is their own nbeglect of ek
. ;&mnty Miss Cook has discharged the duties of her s
;_v;mth faithful diligence, and her efforts have been rewa s
- corresponding success. e
- Whole number of scholars, Spring term 62, ave 5
- over 15, 36 ; Fall term 55, average 46, over '15’ 38 -m\%‘:' -
% ;%ierm 55, over 15, 40. Number of visitors at revi’ew iq g

any
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The financial record for the year is as follows to wit :

Dr. to Town appropriation, - - - $7,400 00
* Qash received of County Treasurer, dog tax, - 50 00
7,450 00

Cr. By Cash paid teaching Spring term. - . 2,170 00
“y e ‘e “ Fall “ = 1 1’975 00

“ “ 3 Fuel,- - - - 488 15

pe | T ¢ building fire and sweeping, - 133 68
e L ¢“.Spring and Fall term, - 150° 00
e ¢ Incidentals, - - - 3 00
A *¢ Supt. salary, nine months, - 300 00

" 5,219 83

Dr. Balance, - - - - - 2,230 17
Liabilities for Winter term teaching, - - 2,187 50
Building fires and sweeping, - - - 174 82
Supt: salary, - - - - - B 00
Amount of Liabilities, - - - - 2,462 32
Balance due, - - 982 16

Which it is believed the State School fund will more than equal.
It is proper to state in this connection that we have sufficient
fuel provided to last until the Summer vacation, a supply
which cost us about $100 last spring term to furnish. If the
town see fit to appropriate the same sum of money for the en-
suing year as for the past, I think it will be sufficient to meet
all expenses.

\
BOOK ACCOUNT.

Dr. To Book and case en hand, Jan. 1870, - $242 54
“ Cash recd. from town, - - - “80 00
822 54

Cr. By Books and case on hand,"Jan. 1, 1871, = 288 68

" (Cash due the town, - ~ = 38 86

‘ 322 54
Gentlemen, having fulfilled my instructions, 1 submit to
you this report, for your examination and disposal.

B. F. HUTCHINSON, Supt. of Schools.
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF PROV-
INCETOWN, FOR THE YEAR ENDING DEC.
31, 1870.

The Board of Health would report that during the past
year no contagious diseases have been in our midst, and with
few exceptions there has been no accumulation of filth demand-
ing the attention of the Board.

All necessary repairs have been made on the Small Pox

House, which is now in good condition.

The following is the account of the Board with the town

for the past year: -
To Labor for burying filth, - - - 84 75
- Labor and materials for repairing small pox house, 16 54
Services of Board, - - - - 15 00
$36 29

Respectfully submitted,

JONATHAN COOK, ) Board
JAMES EMERY, of
J. B. BAXTER, Health.
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To the citizens of Provincelown in annual meeting assembled :

The undersigned, appointed a Committee at the last annual meet-
ing to purchase a site and erect thereon an Almshouse, respectfully

BREPORT:

That the aforesaid committee, after the examination of several sites
for the location of the Almshouse, purchased, as the mosu eligible, a lot
200 feet by 150 feet, adjoining and lying north-westerly of the old
Almshouse land, for the sum of $250. Grading, sodding and grassing
the same, and labor in preparing the ground covered by the building
cost $65.563. Proposals and plans for atwo story house, 70 by 31 feet,
and a one story L, 18 by 36 feet, was duly published, and the contract
awarded to Josiah Snow, of Provincetown, the lowest bidder, for the
sum of $5,135.00. The progress of construction developed the neces-
sity of changes and additions in the original plan, incurring the further
expenditure of $125.70.

A contract for painting was made with Dyer & Co., for $240. A
subsequent increase of material and labor, applied to the interior of the
building, involved a further outlay for painting and varnishing of $145.
Other incidental and unavoidable expenditures swelled the total amount
for land and building to £6,295.93. In addition to this sum, $230.98
was paid for furnishing the house, making the aggregate ontlay for
land, building, furnishing and incidentals $6,526.91, an amount ex-
ceeding the appropriation $526.91. This excess was defrayed by the
Selectmen out of the appropriation for incidental expenses. The build-
ing was completed the last of Nevember, and occupied the 14th of De-
cember last.

The house contains a general sitting-room, Keeper's room, dining-
room, nineteen bed-rooms, kitchen, pantry, wood and coal room, a
bath-room and cellar, together with four spacious halls, all, excepting
the bath-room, coal-room and cellar having good hard pine floors. A
tubular well, in the kitchen, furnishes an abundant supply of excellent
water, and a four inch earthen pipe affords the necessary sewerage from
this room into a bricked cistern some fifty feetydistaunt from the L. In
addition to the rooms mentioned there is an attic 70 by 31 feet, partly
finished, that can be divided into ten commodious sleeping-rooms
whenever the exigencies of the town shall require their use, and also a
large open room, with planed floor, over the kitchen and adjoinin
rooms. These rooms are liberal in size, convenient, well lighted an
ventilated, and, together with their appointments, furnish {o the untor-'
tunate class compelled to occupy them, as comfortable and as pleasant
an abode as their circumstances seem to require, or the obligations of
an enlightened christianity impose upon this community. Not only
the present but the prospective wants of the town are thus, in the opin-
ion of your committee, amply provided for, ir a spirit and manner
that cannot fail to mitigate the sorrows of the poor, and to command
the approbation of our fellow men.

Your committee take pleasure in stating, what cannot always be
truthfully stated of the fulfilment ot contracts, that the principal con-
tractor, Mr. Snow, fulfilled his engagements with them in every speci-
fication, with a promptness and faithfulness worthy of commendation.
He has, in a word, given the town, in a thoroughly constructed house
of good material, an honest equivalent for the compensation received.

The appropriation, as already indicated, proving insuflicient, the
committee were without means to fence the premises, or to furnish
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3 ! R : R SR % i ol
blinds for the bunilding. Deeming these necessary to the comple .
the esbtablis}nnent, th:y vecommend that there be raised and appropria-
ted for a fence around the almshouse, $140, and for blinds for _sgld
house the further sum of $100, to be expended under the supervision

of the Selectmen.

Those of your committee serying the town as Overseers of th_e
Poor, have long been convinced of the necessity of a change of oiﬁcen_s
and of the management of those charged with the oversight fmd care
of the poor. The history of this department of the business of the
town has been marked with irregularity, ineficiency and the absence
of all system, especially in disbursements to the needy, theieby mak.-
ing the discharge of duty more difficult and unsatistactory. The pogé,
the officers and the town have alike suffered from this source. Consid-
ering this subject in connection with the erection of the A}mshou@ and
the enlarged accommodations thus provided, your committee hav e con-
sidered this an appropriate occasion to suggest a change in the oﬂwel’s
that are in future to have charge of the poor. It has for many years
been the practice to choose the Selectmen overseers. This .rnlght have
been judicious when the plan was gulopted, but the great increase of
business since that period, and which now requires so much attention,
renders it impracticable for the Selectmen Lo properly discharge the du-
ties of Oversears of the Poor in addition to the legitimate duties of their
office proper. Your committee therefore recommend that there be chost
en a board of three Overseers of the Poor, distinct _from the Selegtmen 5
that the Chairman of this board shall be ch‘arged with the executive d.u-
ties thereof, including the examination of thesettlements of paupers;
that the other members shall be called upon by the Chairman onl{ for
advice and consultation, and that the compensation of each shall be in
proportion to the time spent and the service rendered. S
We have, as described, an excellent Almshouse, one not unworthy
of local pride. But who visils the poor in it? Of the members of t.%w
several religious societies, of the numerous charitable associations here,
how many of them all know by personal intercourse or ingpection the
condition of the town’s poor, their treatment, their griefs? The town

~ may furnish without stint shelter, food, clothing ; but the nobler offices

{ kindness and sympathy cannot be purchased by its money. Person-
:l atﬁantion and c%urll)sel voluntarily rendered are in this as in other
matters, an indispensible requisite to the benevolent, economical and
judicious administration of the affairs of those dependent for support
upon the tewn.

g R
JAMES s
SILAS 5. YOUNG, [ Comailite.
JOHN SWIFT,

PROVINCETOWN, February 13, 1871.
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REPORT OF THE MONUMENT COMMITTEE.
Appropriated by the town, =~ - - - $25 00
Have paid for labor, = - - - 25
4 sign boards, - - B - 100— 125
Balance in town Treasury, $23 75

The necessary material for improviug the grounds has not
been obtained the past year, and would recommend the same
amount appropriated this year, that the work may be completed.

Your committee would call your attention to the following,
passed by the Legislature last year:

“Chap. 169, Sect. 1. Towns may at legal meetings grant
and vote such sums as they judge necessary for the purpose of
keeping in repair or decorating the graves within their limits,
of soldiers or sailors who have died in the military or naval
services of the United States, or the monuments or other me-
morials erected to their memory.”

Decoration day is being universally observed and your
attention is called to this fact so that should the town wish to
celebrate the day the requisite appropriation may be made.

The whole of which is respectfully submitted.

JOHN D. HILLIARD, Com.
ProviNncETOWN, Jan. 1, 1871.

BIRIDTEHEG.,

The whole number of Births registered for the year 1870 was 111.
Males 53; females 58. .
Number born in Provincetown, 110.

Number born in January, Males, 3; Females, 4; Total, 7. .
113 ‘e Febl‘llal‘y, ‘e 2 ‘e 3 “ 5
£ 6 March, 0 2 43 1 u 3
“ “ Apl'i], e 2 “ 5 ‘e 7
“ ““ l\flﬂy, LU 3 “ 0 ‘e 3
‘% “ OIllne, " U “ 4 “h 4
‘e " Jul‘Y. ‘s 3 “ 8 3 ]1
ws ¥ August, ke b1 &< 6 oSty
5 & September, ¢ 12 L 6 ¥« 8
v % October, 5 W80 £e 12 o 174
a4 - November, ‘¢ 8 = 4 LIRS 7,
5 ‘ December, ¢« 8 - 5 “ 138

53 58 111

‘q' 45
I PARENTAGE.
i ts American, 34; both parents Portuguese, 39,
i o Trish, 9’ o from British Provinces, 11.

Fathers American and mothers from British Provinces, 7.
Fathers from British I‘rovinces and mothers American, 4.
Fathers Portuguese #hd mothers American, 5

Fathers Portuguese and mothers Irish, 2.

Fathers Nova Scotian and mothers Irish, 3.

Fathers from West Indias and mothers American, 1.
Fathers Scotch and mothers American, 1. )
Fathers Portuguese and mothers Nova Scotian, 1.
Fathers Prussian and mothers English, 1.

Of the whole number of parents there were Americans, 87; Port-

uguese, 86; Irish, 9; from Provinces, 363 West Indies, 1; Prussian,

1; Scotch, 1; English, 1.
MARRIAGES.

The whole number of marriages registered was 43, as follows:

0.
) .'lf?gl 5, Blisha B. Witherell of Charlestown and Mary L. Young of Pro-
‘ vincetown.
- Jan. 10, Josiah H. Brown and Katherine H. Cowan both of Province-
( town.

Jan. 13, David L. Smith and Mary S. Burch both of Provincetown.
~Jan. 16, James A. Jones and Lydia C. Smith both of Provincetown.
Jan. 25, Robert L. West and Phebe Arthur both of Provincetown.
~ Jan. 27, Enoch H. Wiley of Boston and Sarah E. Harvender of Froy-

incetown. ) i
Jan. 30, Edwin B. Rich and Sarah L. Smlgh both of Provm-:_et_o_wn.
Feb. 15, Joseph Matthews and Candida Silver both of Provincetown.
~ Feb. 28, Antone Joseph and Gedrome Emelia both of Provincetown,
Feb. 29, William Powers and Mary J. Armstrong both of Provincetown.
- Mar. 12, Joseph A Silver and Dulciana Silver both of Provincetowny
~ Apr. 7, John T. Small of Boston and Rebecca A. Nickerson of Prov-
incetown.
. Apr. 10, Malcomb Campbell and Isabella McKay both of Provincetown.
Apr. 10, Joseph Whitcomb and Susie E. Knowles both of Province-
town.
. Apr. 14, Samuel F. Newcomb and Almena F. Nickerson both of Prov-
2 incetown.
. May 7, Be»' 1 Joseph and Anna Loring both of Provincetown.
. May 15, traeon Bowley Jr. and Mary W. West both of Provincetown,
‘ May 22, Richard Tedford and Sabrina Gibson both of Provincetown.
. May 28, John A. Cooper of Truro and Mary E. Smith of Provincetown.
June 7, Sumner Bragdon and Mary C. King both of Provincetown.
Aug. 5, Abner L. Pettis and Sarah E. Myers both of Pro_vincet,own.
Aug. 14, Joseph Mayo and Mary Angelica both of Provincetown.
Aug. 22, Neil McMillian and Sarah R. Gardner both of Provincetown.
Pept. 15, Thomas P. Nickerson and Louisa Marston both of Province-

g town. ‘

Sept. 22, William Wolf and Anna Peach both of Provincetown.

Sept. 25, Nathan S. Small and Ruth C. Smith both of Provincetown.



46

QOct. 19, John D. Hilliard and Lizzie H. Paioe both of Provincetown.

Oct. 24, Antone Francis and Mary Dears both of Provincetown,

Oct. 25, Ephraim Cook and Betsey L. Cook both of Provincetown.

Nov. 6, William S. Hutchins and Sarah A. Smith both of Provincetown.

Nov. 6, Reuben T. Ryder and Delora C. Sparks both of Provincetown.

Nov. 6, Benjamin A Atkins and A. Theresa A. Cobb both of Province-
town.

Nov. 6, John M. Crocker and Mary R, Adams both of Provincetown.
Nov. 7, John Rodericks and Mary Silver both of Provincetown.
Nov. 7, Manuel Farera and Mary F. Williams both of Provincetown.
Nov. 7, Joseph Manter and Philomena Rogers both of Provincetown.
Nov. 13, Thomas Williams and Jankina Rosa both of Provincetown.
Dec. 1, isaiah A. Whorf of Provincetown and Thannie A. Baker of Well-
fleet.
Dec. 4, Joseph H. Howard of Boston and Kezie F. Nye of Province-
town.
Dec. 5, Rnssell Atkins jr. and Hope E. Kelley, both of Provincetown.
Dec. 11., Edward Q. Weeks and Sylvia F. Galaear both of Province-
town.
Dec. 13, Moses N. Gifford of Provincetown and Hattic P. Lovering of
Georgetown.
Dee. 27, Charles E. Turner and Sarah J. Mayo, both of Provincetown.
Number of Marriages in Provincetown, 39 ; Married in Boston, 1; in
Charlestown, 1; in No. Bridgewater, 1; in Wellfleet, 1; Total. 43
The whole number of intentions of marriages registered was 45.

I ENAT EEE

The whole number of deaths registered for the year 1870, was 55.
Males, 28; females, 27.

Aces.—Under 1 year, 20; from 1 to 20 years, 5; 20 to 40 years,
11; 40 to 60 years, 14; 60 to 80 years, 4; over 80, 1; total, 55.

Praces oF NATIVITY.—Provincetown, of American Parentage, 27 ;
Provincetown, of foreign parentage, 12; other towns in Massachu-
?etts, ;&; other towns in the United States, 4; British Provinces, ; Ire-
, iandq, 4.



