
In addition to Johnstone, city 
and town clerks in Acton, Somer-, 
ville, Northampton, Worcester, 
Cambridge, Burlington, Marble- 
head, Nantucket, Plymouth, Sher- 
born, Westford, and Rowe tiled le have to gal briefs yesterday seeking to 

They argued that by holding 
same-sex couples to a higher level 
of scrutiny than heterosexual cou- 
ples, they are violating the Su- 
preme Judicial Court’s Goodridge 
decision of November 2003 that 
legalized same-sex marriage. The 
SJC will hear oral arguments in 
September. 

“I resent the fact that I'm being 

ly than I would anyone, else that 
walks through my office,!' said 
Wendy Mazza, the Northampton 
town clerk. “That’s not what I was 
elected for, and it's very upsetting 
to think we are going to pick and 
choose who has the right to mar- 

overturn the 1913 law. 

told I have to treat them different- 

* 
' yesterday with the state's highest 

court opposing a requirement that 

in the state must say they plan to 
live in Massachusetts 

couples who want to get married 

York, Connecticut, 

to void same-sex marriages.” 
Nantucket’s town clerk, 

erine Flanagan Stover, an 
plaintiff in the case, feels similarly. 

"We have a lot of people who 

and a lot of them are from out of 

Vermont New Jersey, and e- 
land don't have laws on the books 

come to Nantucket to get married 

Material from the Associated Press 
was used in this report. Janette 
'Neuwahl can be reached at 
jneuwahl@globe.com 


