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religion, race, national origin, values, taste, sex, etc. 
and probably always will, given the human need to 
look down on somebody. But here we have been more 
willing than most to accept, or at least to overlook, 
our differences. 

What I believe is behind the recent violence against 
gays and the confrontation with police is a general 
decline in civility, or respect for the rights and feel- 

nearby. The large crowd confronting the police did 
not stop to think of the danger nor to remember that 
they are in a small town that in the summer suddenly 
becomes a city and is not equipped to handle a city’s 
problems. Cities have police specially trained in crowd 
control-a frightening and touchy job. 

That the decline in civility is very real can be seen 

meetings, in litter and loud music on our beaches public in 
wherever one looks-in abusive language at 

careless disregard of the safety of small boats and swim- 
mers on our waterfront, the behavior of motorists and 
pedestrians alike on our narrow and congested streets, 
the careless, use of limited resources and the disgegard 


