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the gya community said the police cussion. plaining to the selectmen about 
was noise, debris, people throwing 
u p  on their picnic tables,” Meads 
said. 

Meads, a Provincetown natlve 
who has been on the police depart- 
ment for 26 years and served as 
chief for 16. said the size of the 
demonstration Sunday morning 
was unprecedented. 

Spiritus is located near the 
heart of Provincetown on Com- 
mercial Street near the comer of 
Carver Street. It is an area dense 
with shops and apartments.  
White clapboard dwellings, many 
of them converted into condos. 
line tiny side streets. 

it’s the noise” 
A 63-year-old woman who has 

lived on Carver Street for 34 years 
was one of those who lodged the 
complaint. Yesterday, she sat at 
her kitchen table and explained 
why she is upset. 

“When it comes to be about 1 
o’clock in the morning. you can’t 
get any sleep around here. I have 
nothing against the gays. don’t 
get me wrong. it’s the noise.” she 
said. 

they’d go as far as they go. They 
are only tourists. They don’t care 
who lives here,” said the woman. 
who asked her name not be used. 

Other residents complained 
that visitors have made sexual ad- 
vances at  local children. Meads 
said. 

Last weekend’s events OC- 
curred in what many gay activists 
call a n  atmosphere of violence 
against the gay community. Nine 
gays were assaulted over the last 
three months, according to Meads. 

Many activists. including 
Weinbeg. said police have not 
been aggressive enough in pursu- 
ing the attackers. Meads denies 
this, saying six of the nine at- 
tackers will be facing charges. 
Victims have dropped charges in 
the other cases. 

“If they lived here, I don’t thin. 


