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P.O. Box 1616 6 Fortuna 
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recieved E? : 
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town OF Provincetown 

complaint SHEET 

personal : date 8-22-86 
telephone : 487-4374 time 4:30 P.M. 

complaint information 

name : 
town : 

received E? by 

reported to 

state : MA 02657 telephone 487-4374 



town OF provincetown 

complaint SHEET 

8/22/86 personal : DATE : 

telephone time 

wish To complain about about T H E  behavior of the 
Police police Oh) Friday Aug. 15th Commercial Street 

in front of Spiritus Pizza They were 

anywhere 

may continue on reverse side i f  necessary) 

complaint I information I ON 

Ghan 
f commercial Name Larry address 61 B Commercial 

Town : Telephone 

received E': : 

reported to 



town OF Provincetown 

complaint SHEET 

DATE : 

time 

personal : 

TELEPHONE : 487 

Name Dennis Langley address 359 Comm. St. 

complaint I information 

487-1538 town : state MA telephone 

received E’: : 

reported to 



and placed a open bear can on top 

of the roof and proceed to beat 
on the bike owner with all 
the crowd attention the police 

from the center of town came 

removed the beer can 
from the top of the and placed 

it inside 
alone because the other passenger 
ran off into the crowd when he 
was confronted by the police they 

made the driver empty the beer 

his car and leave told him to 
this allowed the car to proceed 

down Commercial street to 
do other damage if not kill 

running the driver of the car 
at that point 

car the driver was inside 

open cans into the street and 
get into 

some one is there No justice 



town OF Provincetown 

complaint SHEET 

DATE : 8/18/86 
Personal : 

TELEPHONE: TIME : 

complaint information 

name : address 714B E. * a s -  
Town : Kentucky 502-561-1961 I 
received by 

reported TO: 



town OF Provincetown 
complaint SHEET 

personal : DATE: 8-22-86 
telephone : 487-1538 time 1:10 

who can deal with problems of the 1980’s and 
should also replaced with 

Meads should be replaced with someone 

( may continue on reverse side i f  necessary) 

complaint I information 

name : Kornflson 1438 
town Provincetown state MA telephone 487- 1538 



August 18 1986 

1507 1 7 t h  Avenue, South 
N a s h v i l l e  Tennessee 37212 

Board of  Selectmen 
Town Hall 
Provincetown e t  o Massachusetts s 

Dear Members of t h e  Board: 

I read with i n t e r e s t  your memorandum d i s t r i b u t e d  
on Sa turday ,  August 16, i n  t h e  wake of  t h e  ugly 
encounter  which occurred between p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  
and p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  las t  F r iday  evening o u t s i d e  
S p i r i t u s  p i z z a  parlor 

and women-handcuffed and a r r e s t e d  Apparently they 
ordinance standing ordinance an ordinance which had not seen enforced 

city I was informed by two uniformed p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  
that your Board had decided on Monday August 11 
I hear t h a t  t h e  whole affair  occurred wothout your 
knowledge e 

02657 

O n  t h a t  Friday night  I had seen t o u r i s t s - - b o t h  m e n  

were i n  v i o l a t i o n  of a long standing crowd-control 
at any p o i n t  e a r l i e r  in my weeklong stay in your 

to put t h e  ruling i n t o  a c t i o n  on Friday night Now 

Whatever t he  f a c t s  of the case  may be ,  Fr iday  n i g h t ’ s  
i n c i d e n t  remains an ugly b l o t  on your c i t y ’ s  r e p u t a t i o n  
In c i t i e s  such as b o t h  Nashville and P r o v i n c e t o w n  
c i t i e s  which t h r i v e  on  tourist dol lars--such unpredic t -  
able f l a s h e s  of t e r r o r  cannot be allowed t o  occur. 

I understand t h a t  t h e r e  where rumors abroad on Fr iday  
n ight  of impending a n t i - s t r a i g h t  v io l ence  from members 

I saw no a c t u a l  evidence of  that violence.  I only s a w  
po l i ce  o f f i c e r s  adopting a t r a d i t i o n a l  unreasoning 
p o s t u r e  one which smacks of ha r ra s smen t  

For such harrassment I and my f r i e n d s  can s t a y  
a t  home 

o f  -the gay community However ox Fr iday  evening, 
I 



for your information 
/- 

1507 17th Avenue, South 
Nashville Tennessee 37212 
August 18 1986 

The -he Hon. Gary Studds 
91 Commercial S t r ee t  
Provincetown e t  own, Massachusetts e t  

Dear Congressman Studds : 

I am su re  that by now you are fully aeare of 
the unfortunate encounter  which occured outside 
Provincetown’s S p i r i t u s  pizza parlor on the 

saw tourists 

02657 

I 

Provincetown 

evening of August 15 there close the and 

women handcuffed and 
arrested for breaking a crowd-control ordinance 

had seen  them violate without threat of which I 
retribution every night during the preceding 
week e e 

was an absurd and only ugly event one for which 
no one i n  Provincetown seems willing to take ye-  
sponsibility c; -- - 
abroad on that evening that some gay men might 
be planning v i o l e n t  action aga ins t  t h e  straight 
community However 

community however I saw no evidence of  any such 
a c t i o n  I only saw p o l i c e  officers unable to ex- 
p l a i n  why the:; were disrupting an in formal  public 
gathering i 

The fol lowing morning  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  of  my guest 
house attempted t o  explain t o  me that t h i s  i n c i d e n t  
could have occurred  anywhere that is  no e x c u s e  
the Provincetown Board of  selectmen d i s t r i b u t e d  a 
memorandum later that afternoon It i t  neither helped nor healed  anything 

Being a lifelong Southerner last week’s i n c i d e n t  
cruelly reminded me of similar actions in :-- -I-'- the 1960’s 
when blacks were not allowed to congregate for fear 
that they might cause  t r o u b l e  even though the Spiritus 

intent it did serve as a sobering reminder that t h e  
intent ? 

violate 

It 

willing I 

sponsibility A understand $>at; thee were rumors 
that 

I 

gathering 

in no way anti- gay by encounter was very likely in 

world is not yet free of such 

John A. Bridges 



cc 
258 Bradford Street 
Provincetown MA 02657 
August 21 , 1986 

Provincetown Board at Selectmen 
Town 

Provincetown Massachusetts 02657 

Town 

Dear Honorable Board of Selectmen 

As a Provincetown property owner and taxpayer I wish 
to express my outrage at t he  actions of the Pollice ice 
Department during t n e  weekend of August 15 17 F i r s t ,  the 
decision to enforce a statue about standing on a sidewalk 
was certainly questionable ! e At. best the action was 

senseless and capricious at worse ti was blatant 
harassment of a minority group secondly the provocative 

and negligent manner in which the police conducted this 
was inexcuseable 

police action t to protest this 

sincerely 
, 

.._,-.:- 
L -  



453 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Massachusetts 02657 8/22/86 
20 August 1986 

Ms. Elizabeth Steele, Chairperson 
Board of Selectmen 
Provincetown, MA. 02657 

Dear Ms. Steele: 

I am a taxpayer and own property at 453 Commercial Street. I 
want you to know that I am very concerned by the action of the 
Board of Selectmen in directing the police to take such drastic 
action at Spiritus Pizza Shop last Friday night. The Town of 
Provincetown has suffered an irreparable wound from this incident 
and the resultant negative press. I think it is essential that the 
Board of Selectmen work with Chief Meads to sensitize the police 
to appropriate crowd control. I find the selective police action 
against those who gather at Spiritus Pizza, particularly in light 
of the insensitive way it was handled, to be most unfortunate. 

This is indeed a deep wound to the Town of Provincetown and 
its people, year round, seasonal and vacationers. It is time, at 
this point, for everyone to work together to heal this wound. I 
hope I never again see the day when the State Police are called to 
Provincetown! The Provincetown summer economy is a most fragile 
one; Provincetown cannot survive on the tourists who drive to it 
from the lower Cape on cloudy afternoons. Even those tourists 
will be intimidated away by fear of overpowering police action. 

I would appreciate being notified if there is to be a public 
meeting of the Selectmen on this matter as I do wish to attend 
that meeting and express my his matter. 

VPM/ncb 
cc: Mr. Paul Christo, President Provincetown Business Guild 

Chief James Meads 
Editor, The Advocate, Provincetown 
Editor, Bay Windows, Boston 



9 .  

town OF Provincetown 

complaint SHEET 

personal : DATE : 

TELEPHONE: TIME: 

I wish to complain about the police 

provocative inforcement of a e a about 
not standing sidewalk incident 

in capricious 
\ 

incident 

Spiritus 

took place in front of Spiritus Pizza 
August \ 15th, 16th t 17th a-  

may continue on reverse side if necessary) 

complaint I information 

name George Johnson ADDRESS: 258A Bradford Street 
town : Provincetown STATE: MA telephone 487-2414 



TOW" OF Provincetown Aug 2 \*.- 
complaint SHEET 

personal : DATE : 8-19-86 
telephone TIM: 

may continue on reverse s ide  i f  necessary) 

complaint I information 

name : 

town : telephone 2279 
received by : 

reported TO: 





Aug 20 1986 town OF Provincetown 

COMPLAINT SHEET 

DATE : 

TELEPHONE: time 

personal : 

I feel the excass of Police and the presence 

may continue on reverse side if necessary) 

complaint I information ON 

name : 

town : telephone 3600 
received : 

reported TO : 

ADDRESS: 

I 



TOWN OF Provincetown 

complaint SHEET 
Aug 18, 1986 

personal : DATE : 8/18/86 
TELEPHONE: TIME: 

complaint I information 

DRESS : 258A Bradford St. 
telephone 2514 

received by 

REPORTED TO: Lic. Agent 



police was 

the crowd by making comments such 
against lae you know -Ti! relevant 

except to an officer with an axe to grind 
I expect the town selectmen to give 

this worth 
fellow taxpayers certainly have a right 
to peacefully gathering - safety was in 
no way by there 

is 
+- as 

how was 

attention I and my 

please reply soon as possible 
C 



TOWN OF PROVINCETOWN 

COMPLAINT SHEET 
aug 18 1986 

DATE: 8/18/86 personal : 

TELEPHONE : TIME: 2:30 P.M. 

complaint I information 

name :-a Robert Gaetani \ ADDRESS : 12 Riverview Wc Avenue 
town : 

received by : 

telephone 585-5834 

REPORTED TO: Lic. Agent 



that I witnessed outside Spititus Pizza on this 
such a need far the 
17 local police and 10 night Is there really 

show of brut force of 
a 

to promote violence 
state police 

going the police are 
peaceful gathering into P, tit for tat show 

this as a resort town not a police %ha- 

of 
of 

to the recent gay 
bashings 

police presence on commercial 

it will only serve to 

police cruisers complete with teams 

of force who the reason for the attack 

this emergency foolishness It is apparent that the 
and what is the financial cost 

Town’s response 
but even more gays as to further harass the 

disturbing 
this horrendous 

while the rest 
null and \Id\- 

further is that on this night there was 
disturbing 

the town was 
How is 

bad publicity this town 

of any financial expense this lack of protection 
justifies surely 

a certainly tis residents is not in the best interest 
your resident 



Aug 18, 1986 TOWN OF Provincetown 

COMPLAINT SHEET 

PERSONAL: Gary DATE: 8-18-86 
487-2514 TIME: 2:00 P.M. 

on Saturday Aug 16 I was told by neighbors that a 
police in a provocative and 

aggressive manner attacked the group O F  tourists who 

gather A around Spiritus Pizza on Commercial St. on Friday 

group of young NO inexperienced 

8/15/86 the pretext for this harassment was an obscure 

ordinance about blocking by standing still sidewalk 
a 

since tis is so c clearly impossible to enforce on 

Commercial St. during the day even in front of the 

police station It seemed to me the Provincetown Police 

were creating A P public disturbance and I decided to 
may continue on reverse  s i d e  i f  n e c e s s a r y  

complaint information 

name Gary Re3 Drake address : 258. A Bradford St. 
telephone 487- 2514 

lic agent REPORTED TO: 



observe the situation on Saturday and 
although this is certainly 

Sunday evenings 

not my custom 
appalled at what I 

I was alternately 

embarassed for this 
town of ours and 

saw 
that someone authorized town and 

outraged 
state tax monies to fund this absurd display 

police aggression of police 

seventeen Provincetown Police ten 

STATE police and T H E E E  dogs to control 

this extremely dangerous volitile riotous 

about 
of chatting laughing milling-about mob 

well-mannered young men and women is 

one of the most disturbing and disgusting 

I have ever seen in my forty-one sights 

years and this in Massachusetts the 

cradle of liberty 
I have considerable experience in’ 

group psycology,a nd so it was very 

clear to me that this ongoing incident was provoked 

had they two police on duty and 

removed the others from sight the crowd 

in twenty minutes 
this l S  an incompetent irresponsible 
of money that is offensive to all residents 
and I demand an end to it and I will reques 
the governor create a commission of inquiry 

police 

to me 

at any point 
and maintained by the police 

would have dissipated 

waste 



TOWN OF PROVINCETOWN 

complaint SHEET 

time 

of 

: 

TELEPHONE: 

year-round resident w s  
disturbed by the police action taken 

Spiritus Pizza last week-end whoever 
was responsible for creating G A crisis where none 

appalling lack of good existed demonstrated an appalling 
judgement that should 

citizens I would like to know who that 
responsible person was & what actions have been 

be cause for concern to 
this type TO prevent a recurrance of this 

serious mistake by our local police force 
this 

may continue on reverse s i d e  i f  n e c e s s a r y  

complaint information 

name : ADDRESS: 225 Commercial St. 
town : 

received by : 

REPORTED TO: 

telephone 487 4339 



aug 18 1986 
TOWN OF PROVINCETOWN 

COMPLAINT SHEET 

personal : DATE: 8-18-86 
TELEPHONE : 487 p 7 - a 2514 TIME: 2:00 PM I 

the young I baby-faced police directing 
traffic and patrolling the street were 
wearing their guns clearly and 

ostentatiously outside their rain slickers 
the street were filled filled with tourist families 
and children I made a point O F  observing /- the 

senior and female police their guns were 
not exposed how often do these gun--happy I 

may continue on reverse s i d e  i f  necessary) 

complaint information 

ADDRESS: 258A Bradford St. 

REPORTED TO: 



police punks have cause to draw 

their guns on Commercial Street during 

the course of the average summer 
day? I I find this immature and 

unnessarily provacative and I 

seriously urge that these kids be 

reprimanded spanked and sent to 

police academy to learn professionalism 



town OF Provincetown 

complaint SHEET aug 29 1986 

personal : D A T E :  8/27/86 
telephone : time 

I was backing out of my driveway when 
in the soft tar I didn’t 

my tail \ pipe got stuck \ 

backing and feel it so I kept backing then it bent and 

smashed stuck under my tire it also 
shock which was brand new 

It 

may continue on reverse side i f  necessary 

complaint I information 

Valentina address q Nelson 
telephone 487-2113 

received by 



9:45 A.M. 
Aug 

call from Greg Russo 
2430 Atlantic Bay 

Real Estate 
request that each 

selectman & the T. Mgr. 
return call to A. 
re. harassment 
incident last evening 


