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Dear Gary, 

I must commend you on speaking t o  t h e  problem as it a c t u a l l y  is, not  as what 
could conceivably happen. 
of t h e  Town have once again placed u s  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  a long t i m e  
t o  f o r g e t .  
of t h e  matter than was necessary.  
i n  people. . . leaving them i n  a perpe tua l  s ta te  of non-functioning gray matter... 
l i v i n g  by r eac t ion  in s t ead  of a c t i o n ?  Our Pi lgr im f o r e f a t h e r s  are su re ly  
r o l l i n g  over i n  t h e i r  graves knowing that t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of democracy is  turn ing  
i n t o  a mob-rule ana rch i s t  s t a t e  where ind iv idua l  preference  supercedes t h e  
good f o r  a l l .  

I w a s  a t  S p r i t u s  i n  the  w e e  hours of Sunday morning and f e l t  ve ry  ill a t  ease with 
what w a s  t r ansp i r ing .  And I don ' t  speak about t h e  crowds' a t t i t u d e ,  but that of 
the po l i ce .  The one o f f i c e r  I spoke with had a ch ip  on h i s  shoulder  large,enough 
t o  sp r ing  from, as a d iv ing  platform,  i n t o  t h e  crowd. H i s  a t t i t u d e  was less than  
p ro fes s iona l  i n  h i s  conversat ion wi th  m e ,  a bystander.  It w a s  most annoying tak ing  
i n t o  cons idera t ion  t h a t  he is a l o c a l  man, born and r a i s e d  i n  town...not a summer 
o f f i c e r .  He as much as s a i d  I w a s  in toxica ted  ( have assumed u n j u s t l y  t h a t  because 
I w a s  ou t  a t  t h a t  hour of t h e  morning I had been dr inking)  when i n  f a c t  I had no t  
had a d r ink  i n  t h r e e  hours.  

Being a nightowl on weekends, I o f t e n  d r i v e  up Commercial Street  a f t e r  t h e  ba r s  c l o s e  
and I have y e t  t o  be c u r t a i l e d  i n  any way, no more s o  than during t h e  dayl ight  hours 
w i t h  t h e  crowds f requent ing  Commercial Street .  Even though they are l a r g e  i n  number, 
they a r e  no t  what I would c a l l  an  unruly crowd. 
hones t ly  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  group of a d u l t s  would a r b i t r a r i l y  choose t o  block a moving 
v e h i c l e ,  personal  o r  publ ic .  I have never had any problem.. . i n  f a c t ,  they inva r i ab ly  
p a r t  as Moses d id  the  waters and a l low m e  t o  d r i v e  through, unimpeded. I a m  s u r e  
t h a t  i f  they were t o  hear  t h e  w a i l  of a s i r e n ,  they would d i s b u r s e  immediately. They 
are only t h e r e  t o  unwind a f t e r  a busy day ... not  t o  c r e a t e  hazards .  

I do agree  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a b i t  of a no i se  problem i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y ,  b u t  no 
more than t h e r e  w a s  t e n  yea r s  ago when they a l l  gathered a t  Cafe Poyant and t h e  

ven tu re  t o  say t h a t  as long as t h e r e  have been t o u r i s t s ,  t h e r e  has been a no i se  problem. 
Thank God it i s  only f o r  t h r e e  months of t h e  year.  Most people can r e a d i l y  d e a l  w i t h  
such a s h o r t  term problem. I a l s o  f e e l  that i f  you choose t o  l i v e  i n  a t o u r i s t  town 
i n  a congested area, you choose t o  put up wi th  such matters. The l o s s  of a few hours  
s l e e p  f o r  such a shor t  per iod of t ime does no t  j u s t i f y  t h e  income derived from t h e  
t o u r i s t  t r ade .  We would not  e x i s t  as a town were it  not  f o r  t h e  t o u r i s t s  and t h e  
summer workers. W e  a l l  have t o  make allowances. The only two th ings  guaranteed 
i n  t h i s  l i f e  are "death and taxes".  
l e a r n  t o  g ive  and take  a l i t t l e  more, and d i scuss  matters levelheadedly beforehand, 
I th ink  w e ,  as a town, would f ind  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  mountainous problems a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  
nothing more than miniscule  a n t h i l l s .  

Of course,  I address  t h e  S p i r i t u s  matter. The powers 

Unfortunately,  c e r t a i n  f a c t i o n s  within t h e  crowd a l s o  chose t o  make more 
Why is  it  t h i s  town b r ings  out  t h e  worst 

Nor are they s tup id .  I cannot 

“ meet rack" o r  twenty yea r s  ago when they a l l  gathered a t  Mary Spaghe t t i ' s .  I would 

Everything else is v a r i a b l e .  I f  w e  a l l  would 

Joan Drysdale 


