
2-B Bradford Street 
Provincetown 
November 13, 1961 

To: The Board of Selectmen 

From: Roger Hawthorne 

Subject: THE TRENT AFF'AIR 

If the voters and Selectmen, past and present, have been 

sincere in urging better publicity for Provincetown than that, 

unfortunately too often received in the past, I respectfully 
suggest that next January 1st is the 100th anniversary of the 

conclusion of the historic, so-called Trent A f f a i r .  The final 

act took place In Provincetown Harbor. 

The Trent Affair, considered by most people at  the time to be 

a mere incident, exploded into a “cause celebre" which, during 

the early month8 of the Civil War, very nearly precipitated the 

North Into violent w a r  with England. Briefly the story is this, 

On November 8, l861, an impulsive U. S. naval officer, Captain 

C h a r l e s  Wilkes, ordered shot put across the bow O f  H>M>S> Trent, 

a British mail packet and, under protests of the British captain, 

forcibly removed four emmissaries from the Confederacy then en- 

route to France and England. The principals were James M. Mason 

of Virginia and John Slidell  of Louisiana, Their mission was to  

negotiate exchange of Southern-grown cotton for  European good- 

will and economis aid. Instead they found themselves imprisioned 
in Fort Warren I n  Boston Harbor, 

England became enraged a t  what it considered unlawful searah 

and seizure on the high seas and immediately ordered 8,000 troops 

into readiness on the Canadian border and made other preparations 

for war. 



Feeling ran high but cooler heads prevailed and following 

hush-hush conferences between President Lincoln and the 

Br i t i sh  Ambassador in  Washington, the president ordered the 

prisoners released if carried out in complete secrecy. On the 

night of January lst, 1861, an American vessel steamed to  

Provincetown and under cover of darkness transferred the four 

Confederates t o  a Brit ish gunpoint for  resumption of their 

journey. 

now on record as opposing seisure and search a t  sea, completely 

reversing her stand which led to  the War of 1812. A l l  this 

was concluded a t  Provincetown. 

The significance of the event was  that Britain was 

It m u s t  seem t o  many that this is an excellent opportunity to 

obtain nation-wide press, radio and TV coverage of a dignified 

and unique observance. We could have a parade with f i r e  engines 

and children, an American and possibly a British naval unit i n  

the harbor, a goodwill t a lk  by the Brit ish Consul General from 

Boston, and special exercises in the schools. None of this 

would cost much. 

As a tax payer and registered voter i n  Provincetown, Mr. 

Chairman, I should l i k e  to propose the following motion for  

discussion and possible enactment: BE I T  RESOLVED, that the 

Board of Selectmen appoint a committee of five citizens, in- 

cluding at  least one selectman, t o  be known as the Trent 

Committee, t o  draft plans for an appropriate observance on or 

about January lst, 1962 and, further, that said Committee report 

its recommendations t o  the Board of Selectmen not later than 

December 1st. 
Respectfully submitted, 

s/ Roger Hawthorne 



Cape e End Harbor Figured Century Ago 
In Tight Place .In History Of Nation 

By Helen Davis 

While in port in Cienfuegos 

the Con- cause of the Confederate States. 
The “San Jacinto” arrived in 

two boats, approached the packet champagne and game and other 
and boarded her. He demanded delicacies to high ranking prison- 
the surrender & the southern en- ers at Fort Warren and often vis- 

sengers to be taken Lieutenant decisive action was greeted 

Native Americans 

sions as an elected member of the 
House of Delegates. Mr. Mason 
was elected to Congress in 1837 
and was elected Senator for three 
terms. He was the author of the 
“Fugitive Slave Bill of 1850”. At 
the beginning of the Civil War, 
Jefferson Davis, president of the 
Confederacy, appointed Mr. Ma- 
son Minister Extraordinary ‘to 
England, where he was bound on 
the “Trent” when captured by 

them property or per- 

(Continued on Page 6 )  



Thursday Decemebr 28, 1961 

meeting the Provincetown Board 
tabled the request of the Trent 
Affair Committee to hold the sug- 
gested celebration early In the 
Summer rather than in January. recognized The United States 

had the satisfaction 'that Great 
Britain had at last accepted a It is maintained that Province- 



been recognized, and an offensive 
mounted which might have result- 
ed in the independence of the 
Confederacy as the outcome of the 
Civil War. 
As to the legality of the action, 

unfortunately Lieut. Fairfax did 
not seize the papers of the Com- 
missioners which as “enemy dis- 
patches” might have justified even 
seizure of the vessel. 

As an example of the stupidity 
of a naval commander, and the 
I resulting -“knuckling-down” of his 
government, I can see in it no 
cause for rejoicing-the South 
may cslebrate it as indeed they 
did at the time. 

A. L. Rubenstein ’ - 



British, enraged at what they consid- 
ered unlawful search and seizure on the 
high seas, lmmedlately ordered 8,000 
troops in readiness on the Canadian 
border and made other war prepara- 
tions. Feelings ran high, but following 
a secret conference between President 
Lincoln and the British Ambassador in 
Washington, the President ordered the 

it could be carried 
January 1, 1862, an 

carrying the men 
Provincetown Harbor, 

where under cover of darkness, they 
were transferred to a British gunboat. 

The significance of the event, was 
that British was now on record as op- 
posing seizure and search at  sea, com- 
pletely reversing her stand which led to 
the War of 1812. 

Richard A. Jennings request that the 
Board do something to remove sand 
sifting onto his property on Webster 
Place from an embankment of the Grace 
Hall parking area. The Board agreed to 
have the Town Manager investigate 
the situation and report back to them 
regarding it. 

A license was issued to Mrs. Anthony, 
P. Tarvers to operate an arts and crafts 
shop on Miller Hill Road, and a letter 
was read from State Commissioner of 
Natural Resources Charles H. W. Fos- 

Special Meeting 
Minutes of a special meeting of the 

Board, held on Friday, were read. The 
meeting took up matters to be present- 
ed at a hearing of petitions by the State 
Division of Waterways on Monday. 

Attending the Monday hearings was 
Town Manager Walter E. Lawrence, 
who presented two new petitions re- 
questing the State to install three 
launching ramps and boat landings at 
Court Street and Johnson Street or 
other suitable Locations and for the in- 
stallation of finger piers, floats and 
boat landings adjacent 
Wharf in the 

half of two previously submitted peti- 
tions requesting emergency aid for re- 
pairs to MacMillan Wharf and for 
erosion control in the East End, and 

assigned immediately to 
matters and to  

peals giving the Board’s opinion that 
sidewalk artists have been operating il- 
legally, since the Zoning By-Law makes 
no provision for such activity. Mr. Law- 
rence was instructed to make a general 



Town Urged To Recall Trent Affair 
As History-Making National Event 

By Helen Davis 
At the regular open meeting of the Provincetown Selectmen 

in Town Hall Monday night, Roger Hawthorne urged an of 
ficial recognition, next January, with due celebration and with 
arrangements for nation-wide publicity, of the 100th anniver- 
sary of the historic Trent Affair, a strategic Civil War incident 
which took place in Provincetown Harbor on January 1, 1862 

Mr. Hawthorne distributed to 
the Selectmen and to all persons 
attending the open meeting a mim- 
eographed memorandum briefly 
describing the historic occasion. 
The Trent Affair began on Nov- 
ember 8, 1861 when Captain 
Charles Wilkins of the U. S. Navy 
forcibly seized from the British 
mail packet, H. M. S. Trent, four 
Confederate diplomats enroute to 
Europe to seek aid for the South. 
Resenting the search of one of her 
ships, England reversed her form- 
er stand on the legality of search 
and seizure on the high seas and 
she prepared for war to  avenge 
the insult. 

Second War Averted 
In a successful attempt to avert 

war between England and the 
North, President Lincoln ordered 
the secret release of the four Con- 
federate prisoners, who were re- 
moved from Fort Warren in Bos- 
ton Harbor and taken down to 
Provincetown Harbor, where t h e y  
were transferred ish gun- 
boat, in the night, on Jan- 
uary 1, o resume their voy- 
age to Europe. 

Another important result of the 
Trent Affair, Mr. Hawthorne ex- 
plained, was the fact that it 
brought about the Admiralty Law 
prohibiting search and seizure on 
the high seas. 

“I rather suspect there are very 
few school children who realize 
the bearing of this event upon the 
success of the North in getting 
well launched into the Civil War,” 
said Mr. Hawthorne. He added 
that up to that time the North had 
not achieved a major victory in 
the War. 

Mr. Hawthorne went on to say, 
“If it is the intent of the Select- 
men to make the most of Prov- 
incetown’s historic background, I 
think this is an excellent way to 
do it.” 

Chairman of Selectmen John C. 
Snow acknowledged that Mr. 
Hawthorne had presented an ex- 
cellent point, but he called atten- 
tion to the fact that January 1 is 
a difficult time of year to do any- 
thing.. &- 

land.” 
Selectman Ralph S. Carpenter 

explained that the State require 
that at least 7 acres be held b 
the school, and for that reason th 
parking lot adjacent to the schoc 
is under school jurisdiction. 

-Deiines Area 
Mr. Jennings said, “I am no 

talking about the parking place. 
He explained further that the are 
hekwas speaking about is north 
west of 7 Webster Place. Be wen 
on to say, “When they were build 
ing the bulkhead by Francis Oliv 
er’s, I asked what they intended t 
do with the place south of the Higl 
School building, adjoining Webste 
Place. (Mr., Walker is occupyin 
that land, but no one ever sold i 
to him,” Mr. ?enpings informel 

(Continued on P a m  2) 



Cape-tip Observance Requested 
Of famous Event During Civil War 

PROVINCETOWN. Nov. 14 were allowed to continue their took place in Provincetown Har- 
Provincetown selectmen last night trip. The transfer took place in bor.” He suggested that a com- 

Provincetown Harbor on the night mittee of three or more be set promised to study a suggestion of Jan. 1, 1862. up to bring plans for observation 
that the 100th anniversary of the Leave Prison of the date, or close to the date, 
conclusion of the so-called Trent The two men were taken from at a selectmen’s meeting early 
Affair in the Civil War be cele- their Boston prison aboard an next month. 
brated here about Jan. 1. American vessel, which steamed outlines Plan 

Meeting in public and executive to a rendezvous in Provincetown 
session in the 2d District Court Harbor under cover of darkness 
room, selectmen heard a plea and transferred Mason and Slidell 
from Roger Hawthorne that ap- and two other emissaries b a 
propriate measures be taken to British gunboat for resumption 
memorialize the 100th anniversary of their journey. 

took place in Provincetown Har- ed for a time to involve the 
United States in a war with Brit- 

’of this event, conclusion of which Seizure of the two men threaten- 

bor. 

lectmen a memorandum citing ‘‘If the voters and selectmen, 
briefly the history of the so-called past and present, have been sin- 
Trent Affair and events which cere in urging better publicity for 
occurred in Provincetown Harbor. Provincetown than that, unfor- 
The famous James W. Mason of tunately, too often received in the 
Virgina and John Slidell of Lou- past, I respectfully suggest that 
isiana early in 1861 were taken next Jan. 1 is the 100th anniver- 
from the British mail steamer sary of the conclusion of the his- 
Trent headed for England and toric, so-called Trent Affair.” Mr. 
imprisioned in Boston but later Hawthorne said. “The final act 

Mr. Hawthorne presented se ain 

Mr. Hawthorne said he has con- 
tacted the British consul in &- 
ton and that he expressed a de- 
sire b come to Provincetown a d  
participate in the observance, and 
that a parade could be held with 
British unit participating. The 
events could be held inside and if 

possibly an American 

weather prohibited outside ob- 
servance, he said. 

The speaker also offered a 
resolution that a committee be 
named to draft the plans. The 
resolution was included in the 
memoradum submitted. 

Chairman of Selectmen John C. 
Snow said the board would study 

(Continued on Page 2) 



Trent Affair 
A letter from Roger Hawthorne 

cited the names of a number of 
agencies and organizations which 
have expressed interest is a snit- 
able observance of the Trent Af- 
fair. The letter also asked wheth. 

under a misapprehension 
the proposed ceremony in 
incetown late this Spring. 

Britain’s demands the North 

with the Confederacy, but 

War of 1812. And 
ter was settled in 

The letter suggested that if the 
observance i s  to be held in May 
or June and if an American ves- 
sel and British vessel are to be 
present, it might be well for the 
Selectmen to issue some sort of 
statement. Mr. Hawthorne of- 
fered to cooperate with the pub- 
licity, at no cost to the Town. 

The Provincetown Selectmen 
issued a proclamation that t he  
first day of June be designated to 
observe and commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the Trent 
Affair, together with appropriate 
ceremonies in schools and public 
assemblies, as later to be deter- 
mined. 



THE TOWN OF PROVINCETOWN 

---=--.----*-"- 

By The 
Board o f  S e l e c t m e n  

A P R O C L A M A T I O N  

1962 

O n e  hundred  years a g o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of  America, a l t h o u g h  

engaged  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y  o f  t h e  S o u t h ,  reached 

a n  a c c o r d  w i t h  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  on t h e  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n ,  w h i c h  had 

e a r l i e r  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  War o f  1812, as  t o  w h e t h e r  a vessel o f  a n y  

n e u t r a l  power r i g h t f u l l y  c o u l d  be h a l t e d  on t h e  open sea, searched, 

and p e r s o n s  t a k e n  therefrom a g a i n s t  t h e i r  w i l l .  

The i s s u e  was r e s o l v e d  late i n  1861 when Abraham L i n c o l n ,  t h e n  

P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  i n  Wash ing ton  

w i t h  Her B r i t i s h  Majesty’s Ambassador, Lord Lyons,  a g r e e d  t o  re lease 

f o u r  C o n f e d e r a t e  p r i s o n e r s ,  namely,  James Mason, John  S l i d e l l  a n d  

t h e i r  two a i d e s ,  a l l  o f  whom had been removed f rom t h e  B r i t i s h  mail 

p a c k e t  TRENT on November 8 t h  and  t h e n c e  i m p r i s o n e d  a t  F o r t  Warren 

i n  B o s t o n  Harbor .  On t h e  b l u s t e r y  a f t e r n o o n  o f  New Year's Day, 

1862, t h e  f o u r  men were b r o u g h t  t o  P r o v i n c e t o w n  Harbor and  t r a n s -  

ferred t o  a w a i t i n g  B r i t i s h  g u n b o a t ,  H.M.S. RINALDO, t o  resume 

t h e i r  t r i p  t o  England .  

The release o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  secrecy and 

none  b u t  d i p l o m a t s  and  C a b i n e t  O f f i c e r s  knew t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  

e v e n t ,  b u t  it averted a c e r t a i n  o u t b r e a k  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  w i t h  Great 

B r i t a i n  a t  a p r e c a r i o u s  time i n  Amer ican  h i s t o r y ;  and  it p l a c e d  t h e  

B r i t i s h  Government  i n  t h e  u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n  o f  oppos ing  t h e  v e r y  

p o l i c y  of "search and s e i z u r e  on the high sea which she herself, 

had m a i n t a i n e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  War o f  1812. 

I n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r i c  e v e n t  

e n a c t e d  i n  P r o v  n i n  1862, t h e  Board o f  S e l e c t m e n  d o e s  hereby 

p r o c l a i m  t h a t  b 

t o  o b s e r v e  and  commemorate t h e  one h u n d r e d t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  
t h a t  e v e n t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  c e r e m o n i e s  i n  s c h o o l s  and  
p u b l i c  assemblies as la ter  be d e t e r m i n e d .  

d e s i g n a t e d  

o f  t h e  

By The Chai rman o f  t h e  Boar 
William J. McCaffrey 

The  Town C l e r k  



264-B Bradford Street 

February 24, 1962 
Provincetown Mass. 

John C. Snow, Esq. , Chairman 
The Board of Selectmen 
Provincetown, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

In view of the fact that a number of local, State and 
Federal agencies and organizations are interested in the 
p o s s i b i l i t y  that the Town of Provincetown 
of the 100th anniversay of the Trent so-called, there 
I s  curiosity in a number of quarters as to wheter the Town 
intends to take any action toward that end. 

in a suitable observance of .the occasion include: 

publ ic  cognizance 

The agencies and organizations which have expressed interest 

THE Standard-Times 
The Library of Congress 
Associated Press Wirephoto (Boston) 
Radio Station WOCB-AM-FM 
British Broadcasting Company 
The Cape Cod Community College 
The Massachusetts Civil War Centennial Commission 
The British Embassy (Washington) 
Associated 
Civil War ( Washington) 
The Bristish 
The cape Cod of Commerce 

As you know, the Cape Cod Chamber of Commerce is quite pre- 
pared to underwrite any cost involved in publicizing the event, 
but If the observance i s  to  be held in May or June and if an 
American and a British vessel are to  be present, it is r e p e c t f u l l y  
suggested that the Board of Selectmen might issue some sort Of 
statement at, or following its next regular meeting. If it does so, 
I shall be glad to so advise the various organizations listed above, 
and cooperate in any other way, without cost to the Town. 

Yours sincerely, 



264-b Bradford S t r e e t  
Provincetown 
April  2, 1962 

Please address any reply to: 
86 South S t r e e t  

Ralph S. Carpenter, Chairman Hyannis 
The Board of Selectmen 
Town H a l l  Hall 

Provincetown, Mass . 

It i s  my understanding that t e Board of Selectmen having 
issued a Proclamation s e t t i n g  f o r t  
Day, t o  commemorate the  p a r t  play d by Provincetown 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

t he  historically-haportant Trent Affair, so-called , have not  ye t  
formulated any spec i f ic  plans for t h a t  observance. 

t o  w h a t  expenses might be involved i n  such ax observance, and 
tha t  this m i g h t  have considerable bearing upon whether t h e  
Proclamation w i l l  be followed up. Respec t fu l ly  I should l i k e  t o  
pu t  forward a few suggestions. 

Assuming tha t  no Town funds a r e  ava i lab le  f o r  t h e  observance 
o ther  than Possibly a small out lay from t h e  spec ia l  Selectmen’s 
Fund, suggest that  the following a c t i v i t e s  could be undertaken 
a t  minimal cost .  

June 1st as Trent 
i n  concluding 

It i s  my further understanding that the Board i s  curious as 

1. Appropriate publ ic i ty  w i l l  be handled by the Cape Cod 
Chamber of Commerce without charge. 

2. The B r i t i s h  Consul-General o r  a representat ive of t h e  
Consulate-General w i l l  be ava i lab le ,  without charge, t o  

i f  t h i s  can be arranged with school au tho r i t i e s ,  and b) 
come from Boston t o  (a )  address a High Sohool assembly 

t o  be guest of honor a t  a luncheon. Except f o r  spec ia l  
guests ,  the luncheon could be on a Dutch t reat  basis. 

The special  guests would include: t h e  Consul General and his 
wife; the Commanding Off icer  and Executive Off icer  of 
whatever Naval o r  Coast Guard vessel i s  in the  Harbor by 
pre-arrangement for the  occasion, and accredited members of 
t he  press. 

3. Mimeographing presumably could be handled by t he  High Sohool, 
also without charge. ( T h i s  would be i n  connection with 
preparation of Facts  Sheets and other  h i s t o r i c a l  mater ia l  
f o r  d i s t r ibu t ion  t o  teaohers i n  advance of t he  observance.) 

4. There would be a small b i l l  from t h e  Committee f o r  postage, 
perhaps a few t r i v i a l  other  items, but I venture t o  say 
that the t o t a l  cost  t o  the  Town would be not l e s s  than $50., 
not  more than $100. 



2. 

May I fu r the r  suggest tha t  ensuing publ ic i ty ,  favorable  t o  
the Town, would be well-worth the small expenditure involved. 

Obviously, somebody has t o  do the  coordinating necessary t o  
make the June 1st  event a success. I f  it i s  l i m i t e d  t o  schoolroom 
a c t i v i t i e s ;  a speech by the Br i t i sh  Consul-General on the 
importance of British-American understanding, and a luncheon, I 
have reason t o  bel ieve t h a t  M r . W i l l i a m  J.Costa of 4 Nickerson 
Street ,  Pr inci  pal of t he  Veterans Memorial Elementary Sohool, 
might be induced by the Selectmen t o  accept the chairmanship. 
A t  least ,  he has shown interest i n  the project .  Several  other  
townspeople have expressed will ingness t o  serve as committee 
members i f  the observance i s  held within the  limits put  forward 
on Page 1. 

Unless some d e f i n i t e  action i s  taken by t h e  board of Selectmen 
a t  i t s  f i r s t  meeting i n  A p r i l ,  I suggest t h a t  there w i l l  be insuff-  
i c i e n t  time t o  arrange any program f o r  June 1st. T h i s  would be 
tantamount to repudiation by the Board of the Proclamation issued 
by the i r  predecessors, an action which would ce r t a in ly  require 
some s o r t  of public explanation s ince numerous Federal and State  
agencies, and the  press, have been apprised of t he  Proclamation. 

ass i s tance  t o  the  Board o r  t o  a Committee, i f  one i s  appointed. 
I should, Mr.Chairman, be very glad t o  be of  any possible  

Yours s incerely,  

Roger Hawthorn 


