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PROVINCETOWN' S TOWER CLOCK

Compiled by Jame s " J e r r y Maguire -- Cape Cod Clock Watchers 

Edited by Myra K. Hicks -- South Wellfleet 

a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s

Gratitude is extended to the following persons who helped to 
assemble the information here set forth concerning Province-
town's tower clock: 

Grace Collinson Provincetown, MA 

Shei la Cos ta (Town Clerk) Provincetown MA 

Josephine Johnson Bridgewater, MA 

Alice Joseph (Librarian) Provincetown MA 

Dan Lewis (Library Staff) Provincetown MA 

Margaret Mayo (Pilgrim Memorial) Provincetown MA 

Jill O'Brien (Town Hall) Provincetown, MA 

Thomas Rand (Clock Caretaker) Provincetown, MA 

Steve Roda (Town Hall) Provincetown, MA 

Bernice Shears Provincetown, MA 

John C. Snow (Attorney) Provincetown, MA 

Heaton Vorse Provincetown, MA 

Rachael White Provincetown, MA 

Celia Francis Provincetown, MA 



PROVINCETOWN'S TOWER CLOCK

Picturesque Provincetown, the last t o wn on the Lower Cape, 

primarily a fishing _and tourist community, has a tower clock 

installed in the tower of its Town Hall. This building is 

located in the center of the village on the corner of Commercial 

and Bradford Streets. 

The tower clock has three six-foot dials facing east, west 

and south, which are approximately sixty feet above ground. 

The hands and figures are gilt on a black background. The 

hands are counterpoised. The clock is not illuminated. 

The original clock works were installed in the tower after 

the building was completed in August, 1886. This clock was 

weight driven, and it was probably an E. Howard works, as it is 

known that Company men came from Waltham, Massachusetts, to 

repair it. 

The cables for the weights ran from the center of the 

building over the upper part of the top floor ceiling, and 

thence down the inside of the front wall, all the way to the 

basement. This clock struck a Bronze bell located in a louvered 

section near the top o( the tower. The clock was donated by 

J o s e p h  P . Johnson, a State Representative from Provincetown. 
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The bell was cast by William Blake & Co., formerly H. N. 

Hooper . & Co., Boston, Massachusetts, A.D. 1886. (It now 

strikes on the outside.) The bell was donated by John H. 

Nickerson of Boston, Massachusetts. William Dunham o f Province-· 

town 'was the caretaker of .this clock for twenty-five years, 

followed by several other caretakers. 

In the year 1956, this mechanism was r e p l a c e d with an electric 

clock m a d e by the I. T. Verdin Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. The 

dimensions of the electric clock are: width 22"; length 44"; and 

height 46". It has a 1/6 H.P. 1725 RPM Bodine electric motor 

to operate the driving and striking mechanism. The indicating 

mechanism is driven by a l/50th H.P. Bodine electric motor that 

turns a rod with a universal joint, turning one revolution in one 

hour. This leads to three rods leading to the center of the three 

dials. Under each dial is a ·typical under-the-dial mechanism 

for driving the hour hand from the minute hand. 

The works of this clock are attached to two steel !-beams. 

The !-beams are attached to a cast iron frame (probably a left-

over from the original weight driven works). The gears are 
\ 

cast iron mounted on steel cross shafts, and are held in place 

by lead_ lined cast iron pillar b l o c k bearings. 

This clock was donated "and the installation paid for by 

an anonymous group of people from Provincetown • . 
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around 1975, Provincetown's clock stopped. Upon 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g the c a u s e , it was found that pigeons were coming 

through the louvers and usi.ng the tower for a roosting area. 
' 

bas been stated that a small mackerel was dropped between 

jamming the works. It bas also been stated 
- . . 

that more than one ton of d r o p p i n g s were removed at that time. --· ; . 
~  . 

.. 
However, the . louvers have now been covered with wire screen, 

and at the present time the clock is running and i n good 

repair, thanks to Thomas Rand of Provincetown, the present r, . 
caretaker. 
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TO: Town Treasurer 

FROM: Board of Selectman 

As Commissioners of Trust & Gift Funds, permission is hereby granted to you 

to withdraw the amount of$ 384.36 from the Josephine Johnson Town Hall Clock 
Maint. Fund. 

- to be used for : Payment to Tomw Rand Repairs,supplies & Maint. 

See attached. 

Delores S. DeSousa7 

voted & Signed by~ s  9 may88
~  : o..._; : m  C o w i n g.__.. 

c o p i e s : J . R
r .  R o w e

G .  S h u l m a n
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ROOFING 
PAINTING

American Steeple & Tower Co. 
GOLD LEAFING 
SLATE REPAIR 
MASONRY WORK 
SHEET METAL WORK 

CHURCH RENOVATING SPECIAliSTS 
Covering New England 

123 NORTH ST. S A L E M ~  MASS. 01970 

DOMES 
CROSSES 

FLAGPOLES 
ORNAMENTS 

WEATHERVANES 
LIGHTNING SYSTEMS 

TEL. (508) 744-7194 

April 16,1994 

Proposal submitted to-- Town of Provincetown 
260 Commercial Street 
Provincetown, MA 02657 

Attn: Mr. Dick Rowe 

Dear Mr. Rowe, 
We are pleased to submit the following proposal for your 

consideration. 

RE: Restore clock faces & decorative balls at the top of ste-
eple dormers. 

1. Furnish & erect all necessary scaffolding. 
2. Remove all numerals, minute markers & hands. 
3. Scrape & sand all loose and p e e l i ~ g  paint from faces. 
4. Apply one full coat of Benjamin Moore ext. oil primer to 

all faces. 
5. Caulk & seal all cracks and openings using a construction 

grade sealant. 
6. Apply one full coat of Benjamin Moore ext. oil finish 

(black) to all faces. 
7. Fabricate & install all new numerals and minute markers, 

using black plexi-glass, predrilled & secured using all 
brass screws. 

8. Properly prepare and apply Swifts 23k gold leaf to all 
numerals, minute markers & hands. Hands will have received 
two full coats of paint prior to gilding. 

9. Fabricate & install two new copper balls at top of dormers. 
Repair two existing balls. Make area wa ter tight. 

10. Clean area & haul away all debris. 

Price--$4, 32 0.00 



American Steeple & Tower Co. 
_EAFING 

i. REPAIR 
,ONRYWORK 

,EET METAL WORK 

Prices as stated above. 

CHURCH RENOVATING SPECIAUSTS 
Covering New England 

123 NORTH ST. SALEM, MASS. 01970 

TEL. (508) 744-7194 

Payments to be made upon completion. 

DOMES 
CROSSES 

FLAGPOLES 
ORNAMENTS 

WEATHERVANES 
LIGHTNING SYSTEMS 

All material is guaranteed to be as specified. All work to be completed in a workmanlike manner according to 
standard practices. Any alteration or deviation from above specifications involving extra costs will be executed only 
upon written orders, and will become an extra charge over and above the estimate. All agreements contingent upon 
strikes, accidents or delays beyond our control.. Owner to carry fire, tornado and other necessary insurance. We are 
fully covered by Public Liability and Property Damage. 

Note: This proposal may be withdrawn by us if not accepted within 30 days. 

Acceptance of Proposal------------------------------..,....-

Date ----------------------------------------------------------------
If the above is agreeable, please sign the duplicate enclosed and return 
to this office. 

Very truly yours, 
American Steeple & Tower Co. 

~ H A - ~ ·  
Robert G. Levesque, Jr. 



AMERICAN STEEPLE & TOWER CO. 
Church Renovation Specialists 

123 North Street 
SALEM, MASSACHUSETIS 01970 

INVOICE DATE 

(508) 744-7194 June 2,1994 
I SALESPERSON 

TO Town of Provincetown 

260 Commercial Street 

YOUR ORDER NO. DATE SHIPPED SHIPPED VIA 

OTY.ORDERED B/0 OTY. SHIPPED 

I F .O .B . POINT 

DESCRIPTION 

SHIP TO 

For services rendered: 

--·· 

.......................... . ........... .. ....................... .. ...... .. .. . ....................... . ..... ..... Ai?. .... P§:t.: . <:::?.r.?:t.:t.:9.:C::: .!:: 9.9.: .!:: .. §.9. .... 4/ ~  § / ~ 4  ~  .. . 
RE: Restore clock faces and 

.. ... . .......... .................................................. . ...... ············-····· 

ORIGINAL 
PRODUCT 121·2 ( NiffBS line., Groton, Mass. 01471. To Order PHONE TOll FREE 1-800-225-6380 

TERMS ·-
·-UNIT PRICE TOTAL 

.. 

''''''''''' '' .l 4·? ?..9 00 



~ o w n  of llrobincrtown 
MASSACHUSETTS 02657 

(508) 487-7020 

_1ftrst lLanllmg fJlacr of tbr Ptlgrmts 



The Prouincetown Historical Commission 
268 Commercial Street 

Prouincetown, Mass. 82657 

November 5, 1997 

Dear 1997 Preservation Award Winner: 
I 

The Provincetown Historical Commission, in its effort to preserve and protect the 
historic built environment of our town, would like to recognize your vital role toward this 
end. We commend you for the outstanding work that you have done on your recent 
project and are pleased to offer you the enclosed certificate as a token of our 
appreciation. It is through the efforts of individuals like yourself that allow us to honor 
the past and continue to enjoy the architecture that makes Provincetown so unique. 

It is our hope that by your example we can provide positive incentive for future projects 
and continue to retain Provincetown's distinct historic heritage and individual flavor. 

Congratulations ! 

The-Provincetown Historical Commission 
Lauren Richmond, chair. 
Roger Keene 
Peter Goes 
John Dowd 
Rupert Bankert 
John Lisbon 
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pROVINCETOWNHISTORICAL
C O M M I S S I O N

1997 P R E S E R V A T I O NA W A R D
bestowed upon 

Provincetown Town Hall 
2 6 0Commercial Street 

in recognition of 
Best Replication of Original Front 

Stairway 

November 5, 1997 

Lauren Richmond, chair Date 
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The Prouincetown Historical Commission 
268 Commercial Street 

Prouincetown, Mass. 82657 

November 5, 1997 

To the Press: 

The Provincetown Historical Commission has made its final selection of recipients for 
their 1997 Preservation Awards. In its effort to preserve and protect the historic built 
environment of our town, the PHC has chosen outstanding examples of preservation 
and restoration work done in 1996-1997 that it thinks are especially worthy of 
recognition . The PHC would like to make examples of the projects as well as the 
individuals responsible in the hope that these efforts serve as a positive incentive for 
future work on historic properties in Provincetown. In the category of Most Extensive 
Residential Restoration we would like to recognize Diana Farrandino, owner/builder, 
for her "most authentic preservation of an existing structure" at 152 Bradford Street. 
This property had been long neglected and has now been lovingly and appropriately 
restored in a way that not only transforms the building but the neighborhood as well. 
The PHC is particularly pleased at the attention to detail and use of original materials 
wherever possible. In the same category we recognize Jack Croucher and Bob 
McCamant, owners and Jade Mortimer, builder for "most authentic window restoration" 
at 72 Commercial Street. Windows are a major character defining architectural 
feature and through the painstaking effort of restoring these the "oldest house" 
maintains its considerable charm. In the category of Most Extensive Commercial 
Restoration our highest award goes to The Brass Key, 1 0 Carver Street, Michael 
Macintyre, trustee, Golden Hammer, builder for "best historic restoration" . In the same 
category we also recognize Adam Erenberg, owner of The Acropolis, 83 Bradford 
Street, Deb Paine, contractor, Rob Valois, architectural designer, for "best preservation 
of existing Victorian front doorway'' . In the category of Small Scale Commercial 
Projects our vote goes to The Little Store, 229 Commercial Street, Scott Ravelson, 
trustee, Eddie and Judy Polay, tenants, Adam Peck, designer for "best restoration of a 
commercial facade". In the Municipal Category our award goes to Provincetown 
Town Hall for "best replication of original design" of the newly constructed front entry 
staircase which was done based on early photographs of the building. There were 
two "small projects" that because of their nature were not even required to be reviewed 
by the PHC, but because of their positive visual impact we would like to recognize Bill 
Burrell, 38 Bradford Street and The Gaspa House, 148 Commercial Street, David 
Nicolau, owner, for replacement of chain link with white painted wooden fencing. 

We thank all the award recipients for their dedication to preserving historic architecture 
and for the visual streetscapes of our community that are enhanced by their efforts. It is 
the hope of the Provincetown Historical Commission that by recognizing these fine 
examples of craftsmanship honoring our architectural past we will encourage future 
projects to attain equally high standards. 
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HISTORY 

OF 

PROVINCETOWN'S 

TOWN HALL 

TOWER CLOCK 

The Clock - Gift of J.P. Johnson 
The Bell- Gift of John F. Nickerson 



Provincetown's Tower Clock 

' Compiled by: James "Jerry" Maguire ·Cape Cod Clock Watchers 

Edited by: Myra K. Hicks South Well fleet 
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Provincetown's Tower Clock 

:li> This is a brief history of the "Town. Hall Tower Clock" compiled from the 
people we acknowledged. Unfortunately this document was not dated but 
through some of our long-standing employees we have narrowed the date to 
the early 1980's, 1981 or 1982. 

Picturesque Provincetown, the last town on the Lower Cape, primarily a fishing and 
tourist community, has a Tower Clock installed in the tower of its Town Hall. This 
building is located in the center of the village on the comer of Commercial and Bradford 
Streets. 

The tower clock has three six-foot dials facing east, west, and south, which are 
approximately sixty feet above ground. The hands and figures are gilt on a black 
background. The hands are counterpoised. The clock is not illuminated. 

The original clock works were installed in the tower after the building was completed in 
August 1886. This clock was weight driven, and it was probably an E. Howard Works, 
as it is known that the Company men came from Waltham, Massachusetts, to repair it. 

The cables for the weights ran from the center of the building over the upper part of the 
top floor ceiling, and thence down the inside of the front wall, all the way to the 
basement. This clock struck a bronze bell located in a louvered section near to top of the 
tower. Joseph P. Johnson, a State Representative from Provincetown, donated the clock. 

William Blake & Company, formally H.N. HOOPER & COMPANY, Boston, 
Massachusetts, A.D. 1886 cast the bell. (It now strikes on the outside.) John R. 
Nickerson of Boston, Massachusetts, donated the bell. William Dunham of 
Provincetown was the caretaker of this clock for twenty-five years, followed by several 
other caretakers. 

In the year of 1956, this mechanism was replaced with an electric clock made by the I. T. 
Verdi Company of Cincinnati, Ohio. The dimensions of the electric clock are: width 
22"; length 44"; and height 46". It has a 116 horsepower 1725 RPM, Bodine Electric 
Motor to operate the driving and striking mechanism. A !/50th horsepower Bodine 
Electric Motor that turns a rod with a universal joint, turning one revolution in one hour, 
drives the indicating mechanism. This leads to three rods leading to the center of the 
three dials. Under each dial is a typical under-the-dial mechanism for driving the hour 
hand from the minute hand. 

The works of this clock are attached to two steel I-beams. The 1-beams are attached to a 
cast iron frame (probably left over from the original weight driven works). The gears are 
cast iron mounted on steel cross shafts, and are held in place by a lead lined cast iron 
pillar block bearings. 

Rewritten: 3/27/2007 3 by: Sandra M. Turner 
DPW Deputy Director 
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B E L L ~ ·  CARILLONS • CWCJ::J 

TH!E VERDIN COMPANY 
Co:::porate Headquarter;/ 

444 Readins Road 

Cincinnati, Ohiu 4320:? 
800-54.'-0488 
513·241-4010 
51:>-241-1855 (fax ) 
\VWVJ'Verdin.c.om 

Knowles Brother! Jnc. 
577 Adams S t r e ~  
Quincy, Massachusetts '0216::-1319 
617-472-&340 
617-472-0366 (fax) 
i:.-mai! · wjk@know iesbrothers.com 

October I 1, :W06 

Sanci.ra M. T umer- Dir. 01' 0pe<atioris 
Provincetmvn Public Worh 
26 A i d e : ~ · ,  St. 
Provincetown, lvfJI. 02657 

Dear Ms. Turner: 
., ..... ·-

As per a recen( meeting with on;- Bill I:.nowles and Dan Wimeriol,1, 1 am \.Vriring this 
letter, wit'1 z copy of a, proposal, thar Bill is giving you for. the updating of the- clo:;l: and 
bell r i n g i ~ g  equipmenr insraHe,ci at tht Town H a l ~  

Tne Verdit! Company has quite a history with the Toi-Y11 ofPTovin:ewwn as follows . 

e 1953 Wt starred working with t h ~ .  toWll in offering pricing for ths e l e ~ c a t i o n  
of the old tower clod( ' 

6 1956 We were awarded the com:r:d.Ct ro Llpd.aie the clo.::k mech<mism a.J\d striking 
1 mechanism for tbe hour s r r ~ c ~ ; o n  the b ~ l l  on June·8, 1,956. · 

• We have done &bJ:pe minor servicing·througb l:,e yea.;,; . , •, 
" 1963 We i n s r h l i ~ d  new ,drive rods far the dock. t ' : orif!inal drive rods were re-

• I f 1 ~  ~ " t l ~  -

used on the clock in 1956. ... ." ' . ;. 
c 1964 We installed new clock hands. 
~  1994 We reola:e a ~ l o c k  band thai wa.s blown off during: 2 wind storm. 

. ' . I - . 
J 997 We offered a contra::: c. for nev• striker and conrroi sysem fO!· t)le be[l. 
2002 W:: snioned c. par: oni;• to the Town for tile clod: mechanism. 

The v erciin C o m n n n ~ ·  nas been s e ~ v i n g  crn.:.rch and corrununhies ~ l . T O U g Q O U ~  the Unied 
S t a r e ~  sine= 1 g42 ancl we are proud of our history wiih tbe T ovvn of?rovi..."1::eto\.\!fr and 
look forward to maintaining the cio::.k and bell. 

Tne Verdin Company :::an rnaimain the d o ~ k  with our fa::rory trained ser-vic::: 1e:-hni:::ian. 
Ou;-1:dmi::.ian, Bru:::e Harkness, is based in 3rimfieici, M_4 fuid would b ~ .  able to provide 
a.iJ)' type of service required on ti1e to ... v e ~  clo;:k and bell ringing equipment on c. bmeiy 
basis. We wan I to make sure toac the clo:k is w ~ l l  mainlliined and a:::::urare. 

A . . f i e ~  you hav::. a ~ h a n c e  rc. r::view this o r o p o s a l ~  please coma:t lvu. I-:..nowles o:; me 'I.Vitb 
any q u e s t i o n ~  you migiTi have. Wt would be happy to assist you ir1 any way. 

Assurmg you of ouT : : . o m ~ i e r :  coooeration a1 all tim:!&, we a ~ : :  

Sincerely, 

Raben J V :::rdi..11, m 
lll:nlz 
:Sndosure 
CC: Bill i ~ J J o w l e s  (til / -472-6b40) 

!vir. Dar, Win.r.erich (44(-L<49-240C:) 
!vir. T o n ~ ·  Lernmne 

Creo.t or s of the 

p . 
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