
Fall Visitor Comes to Provincetown 

Provincetown's huge Fall visitor, a sea turtle weighing in excess of 500 pounds, is 
shown above shortly after it was brought in to the dock by Captain John Joseph in his 
trap boat. Notice the size of the huge fellow in comparison to the two men, James San-
tos (left), the older man with boots, and Irving Roderick. When no market for the turtl 
could be found, it was put back into the ocean



Provincetown Crew Prizes Lipton Cup Highly 

Oneof Provincetown's most highly prized possessions is the Thomas 
ipton cup won by the schooner R ose Dorothea in 1907. Living mem-

bers of tbe crew are shown with the trophy. Front, left to right, John 
Wilson Joseph Leal, Jesse Fratus, Thomas O'Donnell and William 
Silva; rear, Isadore Costa, Antone Prada, Manuel Souza and Joseph 
R. Holmes. 
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PROVINCETOWN. 
HADWHALERS

Industry SCORED COME-
hack to Send OUT

175 Ships 
In direct contrast to the neigh• 

boring town of Wellfleet . the 
whaling industry in Provincetown 
scored a lucrativecomeback in.the 
lean years that followed the Rev-
olution. · ... • 

'IJhe cream of . the town's · male
population had leftthe tip of the 
Cape in the middle1700's when 
12 whalers, fully . equipped and 
fully manned, simuntaneouslyset
sail from Provincetown Harboron 
long voyages. With such a back-
ground, the . industry paused . but 
never completely . stopped . while 
the industry paused but . ne:ver 
completely stoppedwhile the years 
of the Revolution came and went.

Whaling flourished again im-
mediatlely after the closeof the 
war, when determined. and co-op-
erative work succeeded inlaunch-
ing the fleet that hadbeen mark-
ing time during the strugglewith 
the British. ~ ·· · · · · 

Financial returns were large
and the whalers prospered .. until 
the Civil War struck a-· severeblow 
at the heart of the business. Many
of the whaling shipsthatclaaimed
Provincetown as their home port 
were seized. and burned byCon-
federate cruisers and for a time it 
appeared that the industry was
doomed to extinction. ·· 

With the ending of the war be-
tween the states, howeverProv-
incetown seamen once again.took 
out their oilskins and tested their 
ropes. Whaling began anew and 
by 1876 the town had 1 7fastships
on the high seas. . 

During the lastcentury, Prov-
incetown has sent 175 · ships to 
the whaling grounds. The last
Cape flag was flown fromawhal-
er in 1916, when Captain John
Cook retired from the seatospend
hislast yearsashore. 



Cannon Ball Believed 
Fired in War of 1812 

PROVINCETOWNJune 16-
A 40-pound solid-shot cannon 
ball, believed to have been fired 
by British in the War of 1812, 
has been found near the top 
of Telegraph Hill, West End, 
Ralph S. Carpenter said today. 

Mr. Carpenter, cottage oper-
ator and collector of historic 
items, said the cannon ball was 
found by John Wharf, an artist, 
on the hill back of his Com
mercial Street home. 

Mr. Carpenter said Province-
town twice was in foreign 
hands, once during the Revolu-
tion, and again in the War of 
1812, when the Brishish bom
barded the town and took it 
over as a base for raiding U.S.
shipping. He had no doubt the 
ball was fired by a1 British 
ship-of-war standing offshore, 
he said. 
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