RUMOR HAS IT that proposed radical architectural
changes in the East End have caused a small tempest of op-
position to erupt in the neighborhood. According to the story,
Robert Roman of the Seascape House is ready to go ahead
with the colossal project of moving five buildings from his
premises and setting them down on his land at the East End
of Bradford Street near Howard Johnson’s Restaurant. Then,
so the story goes, he plans to construct a 4-story motel where
the Seascape House is now and a 3-story motel opposite
on the beach where the swimming pool is now located. Neigh-
bors are said to be concerned over the threat to their resi-
dential-type neighborhood and the threat to the traditional
atmosphere of the town with the building of commercial type
structures of large size. It is reported that petitions are
being circulated and that many signaures are protesting the
proposed construction and appealing for protection. Never-
theless, it is reported that Mr. Roman’s revolutionary pro-
posals do not violate existing zoning by-laws, which set no
limitations on how high a building may be constructed.

~ THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1963



Every Home In Provincetown Has The Right
To Be Protected By Zoning

IT IS UNFAIR THAT ONLY 100 OUT OF THE 1200 HOMES IN PROVINCETOWN ARE PROTECTED AGAINST
LARGE COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. (See 2 black areas on map.)
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YOU MAY WAKE UP TO THE SOUND OF THE BULLDOZER CLEARING THE LAND NEXT DOOR FOR AN-
OTHER 4, 5, or 6 story motel.

DONT LET I'T HAPPEN HERE
LARGE NEW BUILDING SHOULD GO ON LARGE NEW LAND ON ROUTE 6.

OUR ONLY CHANCE FOR SURVIVAL AS A RESIDENTIAL TOWN IS TO HAVE STRONG ZONING
CONTROLS. j

VOTE FOR ARTICLES 70 - 71 - 72-73-74



To The Families Of Provincetown

A crisis is facing you at Town Meeting this March 9th. Your homes and the very fabric
of the community life for your children is at stake. A town of homes is a family town, a
safe town, a beautiful town. Growth in a town should never be allowed to imperil its homes.
That is why the Amendments in the Zoning By-Laws are so necessary this year. If passed
they will have the following results: |

a) Present neighborhoods will REMAIN INTACT so that children can play and grow
up in a community of homes.

b) New motels will be encouraged to build on NEW LAND at the edge of town. The
same townspeople will have the same employment by these motels no matter where they
build, so there is no hardship to anyone there.

c¢) Children of this and coming generations will be assured that their home, their
heritage — a town of national historic importance in a setting of unsurpassed beauty — will
be protected and preserved. This precious heritage is becoming increasingly rare in our
country with its sprawling cities and its many un-zoned Summer resorts that become ghost
towns for nine months of the year.

Families by nature take the long view, and planned growth through foresight is a
constructive, life-giving blessing to a community. To fail to plan now when enormous
changes confront this town will bring chaos and blight into your very neighborhood.

The proposed Zoning By-Law Amendments DO NOT PROHIBIT the building of
motels which promise Summer employment to so many townspeople and such large tax re-
turns, they ONLY propose placing the motels on undeveloped land of which Provincetown
has over 200 acres. In so doing motel taxes become NEW TAXES while the homes and
businesses already in town will continue to bring in THEIR FULL SHARE of the tax
dollars. In this way the present economy will be maintained, the neighborhoods will keep
their homes, and NEW LAND will be opened up for the new building boom.

fiéjt

Until we get our Master Plan and Zoning By-Law Amendments GUARANTEE a W‘own

of homes for your children and the highest tax revenue for your town.

Please Vote For Articles 70, 71, 72, 73, 74.

Committee for the Preservation of Provincetown, 1964
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Old Cape Cod

“Retain the charm of old Cape Cod” is
a constantly repeated plea of persons and
organizations who want to keep portions
of the resort attractive and appealing.

In a day when “progress’ has a variety
of meanings to a variety of persons, the |
appeal runs head on into a number of ob-
stacles.

Be that as it may, there are those who

recognize beauty and the value of the old. |
" Among them include Judge Amedeo V. |
Sgarzi of the Massachusetts Superior Court. }
- In a ruling involving the extension of a
Yarmouth Port nursing home, Judge Sgar-
zi held up his hand and said “No” to the
permit.

His ruling said that Yarmouth Port
“possesses all the beauty and charm of a
quaint country village” . . . and that the
proposed nursing home addition would
“increase the esthetic injury which already 1{
has been done to this neighborhood, it
" would depreciate property values and

would not be in keeping with the intent i
and purposes of the zoning by-law.”

The jurist acknowledged that the nurs-
ing home as it exists is a valid non-con-
forming use but opined that “to say the
extension of this non-conforming use |
would not be objectionable or detrimental
to the neighborhood is quite unrealistic.” '

There are few who like or desire to see
growth stifled where it is proper, but zon-
ing laws are approved by a majority of
voters and are on town books with the full =
knowledge of residents. They do — or |
should — know they can go so far and no _
farther without risking transgressing them. |

The Superior Court ruling must be
disappointing to the nursing home; ifs |
mission commands respect. But the court
obviously believed there was a greater
good involved. 1

The decision should lend invigorating’
courage to those who want to keep some®
areas of the Cape as they were — or even!!
as they are.

———




PROVINCETOWN 1980 ?

MANY OF US have read “Cape Cod 1980, a report prepared by the
prominent firm of Blair Associates in Providence, Rhode Island, for the

Massachusetts Department of Commerce, the Barnstable County Com-

missioners, and the Cape Cod Economic Development Council.

THIS REPORT makes it very clear indeed that we may expect rapid
changes on Cape Cod, changes due to population growth, more income,
more leisure time, and for us maybe most of all, the impact of the
National Park.

NO TIME can be lost to prepare us for the future, a future that can
be rewarding for all of us if we plan for it now.

WE NEED A MASTER PLAN!

WE NEED it very badly to guide us in shaping our futur@ But untll
we have such a plan we must prevent mistakes that will be’ regre‘c’ted in
the future. Provincetown has a very special charm not duplicated any-
where in the United States. It is our very own asset in the ever-increas-
ing competition for the Tourist Dollar. Right at this time, however, the
construction of several large motels is being planned in predominantly
residential areas. In agreement with the report of Blair Associates we
are confident that any future Master Plan would propose the location of
new motels and hotels on the periphery of the town. We simply cannot

add to the traffic congestion, to the fire hazard, to the sewage problem’

already existing. Nor should we permit outside interests to build mon-
ster motels in residential areas without consideration for their neighbors.

THE WARRANT for the next Town Meeting will contain proposed
changes in our Zoning By-laws. We urge all citizens to study these very
carefully at the proper time.

LET US PREVENT A PIECEMEAL DESTRUCTION
of PROVINCETOWN

The Committee for
the Preservation of Provincetown



Editor, New Beacon‘ g

At the Exe utive session of a recent
meeting of the' Board of Selectmen they
discussed the request of Mr. Reginald
Cabral for a permit to build a large
motel on the shore property across
from his home at 160 Commercial
Street, formerly part of the Grozier
property.

It is obvious that the accelerated
pace of modern travel is bringing in-
evitable changes to Provincetown, and
so it is perhaps unrealistic to regret
the passing of this beautiful shore-

front lawn which has graced and en-
hanced the residential neighborhood

west of B. H. Dyer’s for so many years.

Its replacement by a motel, however, if

granted by the town, will be one more

instance of the desire to build within
the present limits of our already con-i
gested town large accommodations for
the tourists and visitors to the Na-
ional Park. Does it not seem ironical
‘ ' that the character and beauty of Prov-
incetown must be lost because the fed-
eral government sees the importance of
preserving the character and beauty of
| our back lands?

The tourist should be accommodated,
of course, but with planping this can
be accomplished without éfacing or de-
facing our town.

Things are changing rapidly. Cannot

| we, the citizens, be given the oppor-
| tunity to vote on the kind of town we
wish to see evolve before it is too late?
Sincerely yours,
Barbara H. Malicoat
- 320 Bradford Street

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 1964

n.
Our Mail

Building Laws Explained

To The Editor:—

Your readers may be interested
to know that many property
owners and citizens of Province-
town have become concerned over
the prospect of large motels being
built in town. On coming into a
community such a business needs
to know and comply with all local
and state laws covering its unaer-
taking. The community also
needs to become acquainted with
these laws.

To get the unbiased legal ad-
vice desired in this matter a Bos-
ton law firm was contacted and
given the information relating to
the issuance of permits for motels
and the proposed zoning change
in Provincetown. The following
paragraph is quoted from a letter
received from this firm.

“On Octobe 22, 1963 the Prov-
incetown Planning Board held a
pub ic hearing on two proposals
which would change the zoning
classification on which motels
were to be built to a new classi-
fication in which such structures
would be prohibited. Notice of
this public hearing was given on
October 9, 1963. Chapter 40A,
Section 11, of the Massachusetts
General Laws provides that a
zoning change shall be subject to
a zoning By-law amendment sub-
sequently adopted as the outcome
of such hearing. Therefore, if
new building permits for the con-
struction of these motels were is-
sued subsequent to October 9, 1963
the owner would proceed at his
peril to construct the  building
prior to the town meeting action
on the proposed amendment. . . . .
If the zoning classification is
changed, any structures built in
reliance on post October 9, 1963
building permits would be in vio-
lation of the zoning law and could
be required to be remov

The Building Inspector and the
Town Counsel have seen thig let-

| ter 'and their full cooperation in

this matter is confidently expected.

Also in Chapter 40A, Section
II of the Massachusetts General
Laws it is interesting to note that
“. . . . no zoning ordinance or

| amendment thereof shall affect

any permit issued or any building
or structure lawfully begun before
notice of hearing before the plan-
ning board . . . . provided, that
construction work under such a
permit is commenced within six

months after its issue.”
The Committee for the Preser-
vation of Provincetown.

P[ovincetown Advocate

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 1964




In
Our Mail

Provincetown Ruled
By Minority

Editor, The Advocate:(— -

Shall Provincetown be ruled by
a minority?

Normally, we Americans con-
sider our country to be a republic
in whichk we elect our officials by
a majority vote. These represent-
atives. in turn govern us. This
form of government has served us
vey well on the national, state,
county, and town level. However,
once in a while, a minority group
which is well knit and vociferous
can wield power far beyond the|
number of people it represents. ‘

Provincetown has such a group. |
If this goup were working for the]
betterment of the town I would be
the last person to oppose it. How- |
ever, when this group opposes al-
most every new improvement or
new construction on the basis that
anything new is undesirable and
everything old is desirable, then
I feel that their judgement is very
poor and I feel it my duty to ex-
pose it as such.

This tiny minority wants to
have a town of 3,600 people con-
form to their standards of what
a town should be like. This group
must feel that the rest of us are
not capable of determining what
we want. The audacity of some
people! Who put them up on a
pedestal and made them omni-
potent?

A few years ago a zomng ordi-
nance was passed by a majority
vote. Under this ordinance during
1963-64 three motels have been
started and three other motels are
being delayed by this group. The
total cost of construction of these
six motels would be well over
$1,000,000. On the basis of the
new proposed tax rate the Town
of Provincetown would gain ap-
proximately $36,000 per year. With |
this additional income requests for
raises by municipal employees, po-
lice officers and teachers could be
met without any difficulty. With-
out new motel construction how
could Provincetown afford new
improvements and services? The
following are only a few of the
major improvements and services
that we will have to provide in the
near future.

"1. Because of the new State
sanitation law Provincetown will
have to have a sewer system in a
very. short. while. The law will
mot allow the construction of any
new cesspools, septic tanks, as well
as a large leaching area which
will have to be provided. This
also applies to any existing bulld-‘
ings if their cesspools fail. Many
of the present homes in Province-
town do not have anywhere
enough leaching area to meet the
state requirements. The end re-
sult will have to be sewers. 2.
Additional parking areas will have
to be provided in the future. 3. A
marina will probably be a reality
in the next few years.

All of these projects will cost 3
great deal of money. Let me ask
our minority, group how  they
would propose to pay for such
projects. Since they are opposed
to new construction what alter-
native do they have to raise new
money? I am sure our town offi-

= 3 g

on them if they refuse to share
their secret. While we are waiting
for these revelations this earth-
bound business man will analyze
our town taxing system.
Provincetown derives most of
its income from property taxes.
Can we further burden the fishing
industry with new taxes? Impos-
sible! Can we increase the taxes
on homes that are already heavily
burdened? Again the answer is
no. Thus we arrive at the final
source of town income. The
tourist ' industry. However, the
existing commercial buildings are
already heavily taxed. Thus, the |

only source of mew income is on
new buildings. The $1,000,000
that was formerly mentioneda
would build 100 homes at $10,000
each. I don’t believe 100 homes
haye been built in Provincetown
in 'the last 25 years. T also don’t
believe that 100 homes will bbe
built in the next 25 years. If this
premise is correct, and I do think
it is, then our only hope for new
tax money is from new tourist
structures. These, principally,
amount to motels.

Thus we again come to this
minority group. To them the word
motel must be a nasty word for
they don’t want any in Province-
town. However, the group did
suggest that motels could be built
somewhere on the outskirts. Evi-
dently it would offend these people
if they were built where they had
to look at them. Evidently this
group and common sense eco-
nomics must be complete
strangers. Business ventures must
be economically sound. It would
be ridiculous for a business man
to invest one-quarter million to
one-half million dollars on a motel
located on a site where it would
be impossible to show a profit.
Common sense will also tell that
the best sites cost the most money.
In order for such a venture to be
successful the largest number of
units, commensurate with good
taste and practicality, must be
built. As the cost of the land
goes up so must the buildings.
This is basic real estate economics.
Florida is a good example of this.

1t is ridiculous for this minority
group to say that a modern motel
cannot blend with the old and
qguaint. Towns and cities all over
the country are doing exactly this.
Including our very conservative
Boston. In fact any wide awake
community which is growing is
doing exactly this.

It stands to reason that if capital
investments are discouraged in
Provincetown they will go else-
where. I'm sure that Truro, Well-
fleet, Orleans and other towns on
the Cape will welcome motels,
for the tourist tax dollars are the
finest that you can get, This is
true because the town does not
have to ‘spend it on new class-
rooms, new teachers, new streets,
ete. If we lose these investors
the people of Provincetown will
be the losers and this small mi-
nority will have gained its objec-
tive.

Are we, the majority, going to
sit by and let this happen? We
are not sheep! Let’s stand up
and assert ourselves. Write a let-
ter to the town papers and let
the town know how you feel. This
minority group is not the only
one that has freedom of speech
and freedom of the press. Let’s
make use of this right of expres-
sion that we have. Let us show
this group that the majority still
rules.

cials would love to know. Shame

Robert W. Roman

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23, 1964
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Four-Story Motel Plan Stirs Widespread Reaction

Growth Versus Improvement

Editor, The Advocate:—

Mr. Roman wants Provincetown
to “grow,” declaring that his pro-
posed “high rise” motel will rep-
resent yet another step in the
great American dream of growth
and expansion. He has a power-
ful argument. We Americans are
nurtured on the thesis that ex-
pansion and bigness signal profit
and progress; the status quo sur-
burbia. See how Cape Cod has
grown in the last ten years. Cer-
tainly the “American dream” is
occurring most everywhere in the
United States.

Yet most of us who live or
Summer in Provincetown agree
that Provincetown differs from
other towns in the U. S. Prov-
incetown, simply as a result of
geographical circumstances (and
perhaps Divine judgment), fis not
able to grow. In fact, it is grown
up. Provincetown has a distinc-
tive spirit just because it has al-
ready reached an architectural
and cultural maturity ugique in
the TUnited States. Along the
waterfront, at least, we can only
build if we tear down or move
existing structures. When we do
so, we have to do so cautiously
lest our immediate prospect of
gain (a fourth story for additional
rooms) blinds us to the long range
implications of the venture — a
waterfront lined with a row of
motels.

Our tourists come here because
of our unique flavor, not to stay
at a Miami Beach-type motel.
The kind of tourists who return
year after year come to see a
special town, a town crowded and
exciting in the center, quaint,
quiet and residential in the east
and west ends, a town rich in
history and surrounded by an un-
surpassed area of natural beauty.
Many of these overnight tourists
later rent cottages, buy homes, and
in increasing numbers retire to
Provincetown for year-round liv-
ing. If we change the character
of our town by destroying our
residential areas, then the type of
desirable visitor we want will go
elsewhere.

Mr. Roman is right when he de-
clares that large motel complexes
will bolster our property tax
structure. But the resulting gain
in tax assessments will be quickly
offset by the immediate need for
sewers, a larger sanitation and
street department, new sources of
water, a doubled fire department,
more police, and acres of parking
lots to take care of the influx of
people crowding into an already
saturated area:

Even if Provincetown has little
room to grow without destroying
herself, she certainly has room to
improve. We have recently seen
many tasteful examples of the
renovation and preservation of
existing buildings, several under-
taken by the “misguided minority”
who oppose anything new.

Others are establishing hand-
some shopping malls and good-
looking galleries, planting trees,
creating gardens, and trying to
preserve natural woodlands (at a
loss in immediate profit, perhaps)
so that the character of the town
will improve rather than deterior-
ate.

These improvements are a type
of cautious growth possible in a
town that has already matured.
Such improvements not only rep-

resent a gain in the tax structure,
but preserve and heighten the
unique beauty of a town that we
want to be able to appreciate as
much ten or twenty years from
now as we did when we were first
attracted by Provincetown’s en-
chantment years ago.

Sincerely,

Robert R. Hayward,

Hamilton, Mass.

Make That Master Plan Now

Editor, The Advocate:—

Is the search for the almighty
dollar so confounded important
that it must obliterate every other
thing by which we live — includ-
ing our self-respect and the com-
monweal?

Provincetown has been some-
thing special, consciously or un-
consciously, to Capers and off-
Capers alike for a long, long time.
It has been a personal stamping
ground for those whose homes are
here, and a special preserve for
those of us who have been privile-
ged to come and discover its
charm, natural environs and won-
der.

How can there be any among us
who would want to despoil Prov-
incetown? . . . . to transform this
very special community to the
worst kind of Honky Tonk . ... a
change which would most assured-
ly drive away every thinking and
appreciating citizen.

The greatest good for the great-
est number is called for: a Master
Plan to keep Provincetown the
way we want it, to keep it what
it is: a place of charm, warmth,
magic — planned and planning to
improve and get better. Without
a Plan the only result can be
chaos and disintegration of what
we now have.

There’s a place for commerce,
a place for motels, a place for
Iotels; all these things have a
place. But we must keep intact
with good hope and fortitude the
place for PROVINCETOWN and
what it is —and what we want it
to remain.

Let’s PLAN THAT NOW!
Very truly yours,
Lawrence Richmond

Appalled By Four-Story Motels

Editor, The Advocatei—

Like many of my neighbors I
am appalled to learn of the pro-
posed disfigurement of the Prov-
incetown waterfront by four-story
motels.

Provincetown is an old and love-
ly place, unique in charm, and
rich in tradition, which deserves
the care and affection of an object
of art. Instead it is being threat-
ened by despoilation, a victim of
that commercialism that is callous
to beauty and indifferent in taste.
It is not  difficult to foresee the
ugly future of our town: crushed
and choked by the omnivorous
automobile our narrow streets will
contain neither pedestrians nor
sunlight, tomorrow’s four story
motels will soon be dwarfed by
giant neighbors, and the jewel of
the New England coast will be-
come a second Revere Beach.

Let us hope that the Town
Fathers, mindful of these conse-
guences, will take steps to prevent
their occurrence.

Sincerely,

Bernard C. Meyer, M. D.
240 East 62nd Street
New York 21, N. Y.

Folly Of Unplanned Building'
To the Editor:— \

In Robert W. Roman’s letter of
last week there were some state-
ments which I feel obliged to point
out as erroneous.

People who oppose unrestricted
building of four-story motels in
the town proper, says Mr. Roman,
are a minority group. That, of
course, is a guess or an assump-
tion, unless he means that the
people who voice objections are in |
a minority. If that’s what he!
means, he’s right. Progress has
always been initiated by vociferous
minorities. The idea of demo-
cracy, itself, of which Mr. Roman
approves, was once a minority
idea. Every reform benefitting the
majority was at one time a minor-
ity concept, and was launched by1
a few people who had the couragel
and tke intelligence to make them-
selves heard.

Mr. Roman claims that to this
group, supposedly a minority,
anything new is undesirable. But
what is new about motels? And
is there anything new about ex-
ploiting a grand natural setting
|for private gain? No, that is an
old, sad, and sordid story. What is
new — at least comparatively new

of the importance of preserving'
the beauty of the environment; an
extension of the idea of the con-
servation of natural resources.
Our greatest single asset is the
wonder and splendor of the sur-
rounding land and water. Tourists
do not come to the Cape to see
motels, They come here to feast
their eyes on the harbor, said to
be one of the most beautiful in
the world, and on the dunes, and
on a sky as yet clean and clear of
city smog.

in Provincetown — is awarenes .

Residential Districts
Should Be Protected

A well written if lengthy letter
appeared in your paper on Janu-

ary 23rd although it seemed to |

contain more nonsense than com-
mon sense in advocating the
building of motels anywhere in
Provincetown that might suit the
fancy of the investors.

In rereading the article, and in

|the attempt to read between the

lines, I wondered if the author
really had the welfare of Prov-
incetown at heart or if he was
chiefly interested in promoting
his own personal interests. It is
an old trick to write or engage
an articulate writer to compose
one side of a story for presentation
to the public. The people in Prov~
incetown are quite capable of dis~
tinguishing right from wrong.

For forty years my family has
anticipated spending as much time
as possible at 258 Bradford Street.
Good friends and the tranquility of
the neighborhood have been de-
scribed by me many times when
less flattering comments have ap-
peared in out-of-town publica-
tions.

If there is any basis to the rumor
that a four story motel is even

, Ignores Town’s Traditions

|being considered for construction
in the vicinity of Kendall Lane,
Commercial Street and Bradford

granted for such a venture in
residential area.

Wellfleet would welcome motels.
In residential districts?
der.
Sincerely yours,
August MacLeod

To see the folly of unplanned
and unrestricted commercial build- |
ing, one need only take a look at |
Beach Point. Is it just a few of
us who find such a sight offensive?
Do we want to become an exten-
sion of Beach Point? I don’t
think so. And what about the
danger of aggravating an already
exasperating Summer traffic jam
on the busiest street in town?
Imagine a hundred or so additional
cars concentrated at one point, us-
ing Commercial Street as entrance‘
and exit!

Mr. Roman seems to be saying
that only motels in the town pro-
per can be profitable: “It would
be ridiculous for a business man
to invest one-quarter to one-half
million dollars on a motel located
on a site where it could not show
a profit.” How does he explain
the evident success of motels such
the Governor Prence, the Chateau,
the Moors,. the Provincetown Inn,
and the Breakwater, not to men-
tion Mr. Roman’s own Buccaneer?
True, motels bring revenue and
Provincetown needs it, but from
the long-range view it would be
a misfortune if it had to come
from tall motels in the heart of
town.

Sincerely yours,
Henry Steig,
Bradford Street Extension.

North Wilmington, Mass.

Ruin For Provincetown

Editor, The Advocate:—

Mr. Roman’s outburst in the
January 23 issue of The Advocate
contains all those classic argu-
ments which in the long run will]
ruin. Provincetown and I don’t]
mean just physically but econom-
ically as well which it has already
done.

There is a difference between|
tourism and Summer population.
Your steady Summer population
substantially helps support the
town. Your tourist trade comes to-
day and is gone tomorrow and ex-
cesses in this direction will even-
tually drive away your year-in-
and year-out Summer resident.

I stay in Provincetown until
late Fall and I see with concern
the death, not quiet, that over-
takes Provincetown after the tour-
ist season is over.

What Provincetown needs is not
an extension of the tourist trade|

but enlightened thinking and
planning on how to make Prov-
incetown an industrious year|

round community.

I am concerned that this can
be done. There are government
agencies willing to help — and
interested families in Province-
town.

But this will never see the light
of day as long as there are those
in power who are constantly
equating “progress” into personal
fortune.

' Sincerely,
Wally Tworkov

I won-|posed building flouts the residen-/

| Roman implies,
| the “minority” has nowhere dem-

Editor, The Advocate:—

Mr. Roman, who claims to rep-
resent some majority, proposes
‘that the town needs motels—any
number, any kind, anywhere. Mr.
Roman’s predictions of the finan-
cial difficulties of the fown are
meant to scare, not to enilghten;
otherwise, qualifications would
have accompanied kis prognosti-
cations.

Moreover, the theory that the
more crowded and congested the
town becomes the more it will
prosper is crass and possibly spe-
cious. There is a point where mo-
bility ceases, where spoliation like
a fire can become rampant and
where competition of certain
profit-seekers can destroy that
upon which everyone’s profit de-
pends.

In his letter attacking the “mi-
nority group” that is concerned
with just such dangers, Mr. Roman
refers, in justifying some of his

{jideas, to Florida and to Boston.

Does he not reveal here a wvast
unconcern for the incomparable
spirit of Provincetown? Why must
we imitate? I recommend to Mr.
Roman the words of Emerson and
Thoreau, in a stirring chapter of
American literature, exhorting ori-
ginality and independence.

I maintain that there are flaws

Street I am astounded. It is indin Mr. Roman’s attack on the min-
credible that a permit should be ority.” One, he claims that the

latter is hostile to whatever’s new.

There are many| This is ridiculous, since the recent
delightful residential districts and|buildings of modern design along
I trust they too will be protected.| Commercial Street have not been

It was predicted that Truro and met with any voicing of displeas- |

ure or alarm. Buft when a pro-
tial nature of an area, when it
threatens to destroy a long-estab-

lished tranquility, when it detracts
from the pleasure and freedom of
many nearby households, then ac-
tion is defensive, notas Mr.
perverse. Two,

onstrated itself against capital
investments, but is working for
their regulation only. Other towns
on the Cape seem to me to be
more vigilant than Province-
town in respect to zoning. As for
the argument that the zoning ordi-
nance of a few years back be con-
sidered the last word—who, I ask,
could have conceived then that
anyone would wish to change so
drastically a whole area of the
town? Finalry, Mr. Roman ac-
cuses the “minority group” of
wanting our townspeople to “con-
form tec their standards of what a
town should be like.”” The reverse
seems to me to be true. Is not thig
“minority” trying to retain just
what townspeople, both past and
present, and over many years,
have created and modified? 1t is
Mr. Roman who wants the town
to adopt his standards.

I suggest that Mr. Roman has
less of Provincetown in mind than
some image corresponding to one
or more of the glittering Florida
resort towns. He has somehow
failed to respond to our wunique
geographical location and also to
the whole tradition of the town:
its dedication to enhancing human
life and preserving natural beauty.

Sincerely yours,
Warren Hassmer,
Beverly Farms, Mass.

L.
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In
Our Mail

" JANUARY 30, 1964

No Regretting Them Away

Editor, The Advocate:—

There should be a way to arouse
the whole town against this
modern form of naudal (“one who | '
invades, over-runs, mars and de-
faces”). I refer to those who hope
to build four story motels in the
midst of town.

When motels first started to
creep in on unique little Province-
town everyone who loved the town
felt disturbed but realized, I think,
that it is a tourist age and no
place can be isolated. We also,|
knew that the townspeople would
benefit in many ways. In spite of

| cottages and motels growing on
| every available space the town still
' held
into Provincetown one still felt |

its cparacter. On coming
the charm of the old, low-lying
fishing town on the Cape tip.
There was never, until now, a
sharp line of alarm.

This hideous thing that threat-
ens us is much like the fable that
is found in many languages. lt
is the story of the animal that asks |
only to put his head in the shel-
ter — and then moves its fore-
paws in and gradually its middle

— these high, ugly motels are the
whole animal — taking over.

It must be realized fast that
jonce these buildings are started
they will be there for all time and
all seasons, sticking up, visible for
miles, land or sea, ruining forever
the old charm and beauty of the
town. No one will be able to re-
| gret them away.

Through the papers there coula
be some call that would reach
every person. Some unselfish love
of the town that would weld the
whole community against de-
spoilers.

I have just received the Advo-
cate carrying Mr. Roman’s lengthy
harangue. I would like to point
out that men have always been
governed by an appointed minor- |
ity. In ancient times it was a
council of elders, today it is forms
of court and legislature. The al-
ternate would be mob rule and

Mr. Roman should be the first to

| writers and theatre people will ab-

Whgt’ss-Aheadl

Editor, The Advocate:—

1 always try to face issues
squarely, and in my position as
perennjal Summer, Fall, Winter
Spring visitor who owns not one
square inch of Provinceown land,
I am, perhaps, in a good position
to assess the present predicament
that now faces the town, namely,
the proposed new zoning laws.

It is well known to all of us|
that tourists make the long trip
to Provincetown for two main
reasons — one, it is undoubtedly
the most famous art colony in the
United States, and two, it possesses
the most unique and beautiful
shoreline and harbor. Unless
strict zoning laws, therefore, are
not immediately passed and en-
forced, it will necessarily follow
that Provincetown will scon be-
come the Miami Beach of the
North (a ghostly one), the artists,

|
ruptly depart, the tourists who
pile in each Summer to gape at
them will no longer have reason
to visit and motel owners like Mr.
Roman will find themselves deep
in the red, sadly watching  over
empty rooms 'and cash registers,

of voters and taxpaiyers in Prov-
incetown remains to be seen by |
their expressed opinion and votes |
and will not be determined by a
supposition on his part.

5 03
deemed necessary, will undoubted-
ly be paid for with taxes, as we
always paid for our needed serv-
ice.

Everyone agrees that taxes are
a heavy burden and no one likes
to see them go up but a town does
not remain static and Province-
town has seen an annual increase
in business. We are growing the
way we want to grow without
erasing from our midst those very
assets which make possible our
growth. There are as many acres
left to build on in Provincetown
as have been developed since the
date of the town’s incorporation in
1720. ‘The Woodend Development
Co., alone holds approximately 100
acres. There are 18 or 19 acres
more off Howland Street exten-
sion, to name two. Is there any
reason why new tax revenue in
tourist accommodations cannot
come from these and similar areas
whick will increase the total taxes
and tourist accommodations of the
town without destroying and de-
valuating those high assessment

unable to pay a fraction of that
beautiful tax money into the Town
treasury.

To me, this progression of events
is not a possibility but a mathe-
matical certainty, and anyone who
doesn’t face it, is burying his head
in the sand. Strict zoning laws
are long overdue. It is a case of
NoOwW Or never.

Sincerely,
Edith P. Begner

What Progress Is Necessary?

areas already yielding good tax
revenue to the town. Why not
both the old and the new instead
of replacing one to provide the
other and cheating the town of
taxes all the way around?

2. The parking problem must
be solved in part by adopting the
proposed new regulations drawn
up by the Planning Board which
will place some of the responsibil-
ity for parking on the persons di-
rectly benefitting from the over-
night business. In addition, a
well-situated garage or parking

Editor, The Advocate:—

We are once again involved in a
confroversy turning on the central
argument of whether a man, a
town, a state, or a nation, has the
right to pursue, unilaterally, a |
course of action independent of the
total interests of the community.
The pretext of individuals and
forces pressing for their own gain
at the expense of their fellow man
has most frequently been “the nec-
essity for progress.” Many have

area, or both, outside the con-
gested business district charging a
workable daily fee and providing
a shuttle service, would siphon a
| lot of the burden from the town’s
existing facilities.
cannot indefinitely accommodate
the town to the cars. We must
accommodate the cars to the town
or they will choke us.

3. As for the marina, our-much-
wanted and needed harbor of ref-

| pursued the course of “progress”
'to the eventual deletion of our na-

uge cannot be built without major

or complete government and State

The new sewer system, if |

Certainly we |

tural resources and the sad ex- subsidy. It is wishful thinking to
ploitation of our total living envi- imagine that the town could build
ronment, and always in the name and support the kind of marina
of “good business.” These persons| we need apart from this kind of
generally style themselves as| substantial living.

see that in that case each man
might be clamoring for his own
benefit. w

Mr. Roman uses the term “We.”
How long ago did he become
“We?” Was it back when artists
and writers and musicians and de-
voted residents made the town
famous or when he decided to
cash in on that fame? His whole
appeal is geared to dollar-in-the-
pocket without any comprehension
of other values.

There seems to be some confu-
sion about “sound economics.” The
out-of-town motels with ample
parking are all thriving and ex-
panding. Mr. Roman sounds in-
jured at the idea of not being
allowed to build “the most prac-
tical number” of units on his “best
site.” He talks of “profit mar-
gins” and runs on and on in self-
advantage rationalizing.

It seems blindly humorous that

lcan' yield immediate monetary on preserving its distinet difference

realists and describe their ap-  The economic future of Prov-
|proack as “practical” because it incetown rests, as it always has,

Nothing is ever said how- fromiother towns within a frame-
ever, about the practicality of work of growth, ,This can . be
holding on to long-range economic .done.. The latest zoning amend-
assets, such as the beauty and ments are a step 1n the rlght di-
character of the existing shoreline rection.
here in Provincetown, because “Provihcetown’ should experience
people will pay for and enjoy it a logical and organic growth. A
forever, not just for the next ten Provincetown looking like Beach
years. Point or Miami Beach would not
No citizen in good conscience be’ Provmcetown The young
would or can oppose new construc- | peOple of today who are forming
tion or a forward-looking build- | the' nuéleus of tomorrow’s commu-
ing plan for Provincetown. We( mty do not wish to live in a grim
will need and will have new con- | landscape of motels.
struction here. The question is: If we insist on gettmg our pen-
‘What kind of . . .. and where? . niés and ignoring our future dol-
This is the issue Whlch Mr. Roman | lars, then we must except, not
refuses to understand. The fact| only the destruction of all that we
that some persons do not want his hold most’ dear, but the ultimate
kind of construction and place- cur’callment of maximum tax reve-
ment is intolerable to him. So nue. No one wishes to shut off

gains.

..

Approves Zoning

L By-Law Changes

:Edl’cor .The Adyoeate —
- We have been away from Prov-
incetown, quite out of touch with
local news and gossip for almost
eight weeks. Upon getting back

to New York a few days ago, we}

found that one of the joys of re-
returning was to read over the ac-
cumulated copies of our colorful
local papers.

The Town of my adoptxon the
only Town in which I am a true|
resident, does not change. I found
a photograph of the newly elected
officers of my favorite club, the
Highland Fish and Game Club,
with articles telling of bird feed-|
ing by plane after the big snow-|
storm, of the swallow bird house
program, and of the rabbit trap-
ping program and, true to form, I
find there is another controversy
raging.
back immediately to take part in
a skirmish between the Commit-
tee to Preserve Provincetown and
some motel minorities.

I have just finished reading over
the Zoning By-law changes as
proposed by the Planning Beard.
' The proposed amendments have
been carefully studied and clearly

|

It makes me want to fly !

expressed.

Paragraphs 1 seems. to be most

desirable and to my knowledge is
supported by at least 90% of the
residents of the area involved. It
is wise to have at least one district |
in the Town confined to residential |
buildings only. Unless this pala-
| graph is voted upon. favorably the
future image of our Town will
| change to such an extent that all
| present resident taxpayers will be
| forced to move away leaving the
East End a continuation of Beach
Point. Then who will support the
Art Association and the Symphony
and all the artists who have con-
tributed to the flavor and to the
well-being of our Town?

Paragraph 2— “The Definitions”
seem to be necessary, particuarly
in view of Paragraph 3 which
limits the height of buildings. I
certainly believe in limiting the

height of buildings in certain
areas, but question if this limita-
tion should incilude the entire
town. Someday it may become a
necessity that high rise buildings
be allowed in some areas pro-
vided of course that parking is
properly provided for.

Paragraph 4 — “Motels and
Motel Standards.” This section if
adopted can be of great benefit
‘to the town. We are all aware
that the town’s present greatest
| deficiency is lack of parking space.
It is only reasonable to require
that every new motel built should
be required to provide parking
space in accordance with the for-
! mula worked out in thig paragraph
| and I heartily approve of the pro-
| posed limitations on signs.

Paragraph 5— A smiliar change
has been approved by all the other
towns within the Seashore. Not
to vote in favor of this paragraph
would make it then possible for
the Secretary of the Interior to

condemn buildings that are within
the Seashore area.

We are most fortunate to have
a Planning Board that has been
able to work out such intelligent
and far sighted amendments to our

‘| two-thirds majority vote. Well-

@eet failed to pass on a - much
lnee@ed and enlightened. new Zon-
ing By-law by two votes. Let us
‘hope that Provincetown will ‘have
'4 ‘more visionary approach . and
'support the - recommend&ﬁons M
our Planning Board. fm 5 8

I am sick at heart that my' vote
will not be able to be ‘counted.

{

Long established other plans. w111

make it mpossxble Perhaps my
conscience will trouble me less
once I get this letter mailed. I
expect T want the selfish satisfacJ
tion of feeling that I have at-
tempted to do something in the
cause of good planning.
Sincerely,
Josiah A. Child,
20 East 11th Street,
New York, N. Wi

&

bt

much so, in fact, that he has en-
dea'vored to classify and belittle

he doesn’t give one real thought yn,ce who do not believe that
to the people — the homes, the—— —

gardens, the views, the littld motels in a residential district
streets where he wants his big would be the best thing for Prov-
blot to sit. incetown. Several of the ques-

new constructlon nor can they,

but we can plan and direct it for

the wisest and most productive use

of our total resources. We can

say “no” to those who refuse to

listen to any but their own voices.
Sincerely yours,

Zoning By-laws, written in easy
unbureaucratic language. I hope
with all my heart that these

Sincerely,
Helen Ely
(Mrs. Sterling Ely)

tions Mr. Roman has addressed to Salvadore & Josephine Del Deo

amendments or slight modifications
thereof, will be voted upon fav-

orably at the Town Meeting. They
appear to me to be for the good
af all the people. To accept these

an undefined group labeled by him
as a “minority” we would like to
answer although whether we fall
into the “majority or “minority”

Atkins-M’ayo Road

changes will-of course require a




Dear Friends:
Provincetown is facing a crisis.

It 13 inevitable that 2 town as beautiful as
this should be eyed periodically by big moneyed interests
for thelir personal gain with no consideration for our
citizens or summer residents.

Several motecl owners are expecting to build
4gtory structures in the East End of Provinc-town. This
section on the present Zoning Map is Clags W, which permits
motels. A large area of Provincetown is in Class W and
will also be threatened if restraining measures are not
taken.

The Planning Board 1z aware of this and has
introduced into the Warrent for the Annual Town Meeting,
proposed zoning ch-nges to be votadom on on the night of
March 9th on thzs floor of Town Hall. Under these changes
detalled requirements for motels will make it necessary
for them to build on the outskirts of the Town where more
land is available.

A chonge in Zoning requires a TWO-THIRDS
MAJORITY of those voting. This will not be easy to achieve!
Many citizens are saying that motels should be welcomed
because of their added tax revenues, others believe that
those living in town have as much right to sell their
property to motel builders a2s the owners of swamp land
along Route 6. Thsy do not realize that this hoped-for
real estate bonanza could drive away the summer resident
and artist and that th: towan's econom;; so dependent on
thelr patronage, could thus cuffer disastrously. They
naively think that the Summncr raocident is a permanent
fixture and any sale of land for motels will be so much
extra gravy.

We know that you cannot vote here, but you
have many friends and acquaintances here who can, and a
personal letter from you urging them to vote at Town
Meeting for the Zoning amendments will carry great weight.
Your gummer neighbor, your grocer and garage man, elec—
triei=ans,; carpenters, gerdeners, etcpy your favorite shop-
keepers and waitresses-~-all thelr votes are needed. They
must De made to realize th-t arter a quick killing, the
motel’s long range effect on Provinceiown wiil not be a
benefit to the peopie,and that businesses now depending on
the permanent Summer resident will suffer,

The voters have a c¢hoice to make on March 9th.
With your coopération and influence we may carry the vote
for re-zoning. Y.ur letter of protest to the Advocate and
the New Beacon (which has a large locnl readership) would
also be very valuable in this effort. May we thank you in
advance for your help in this cerisis.

The COMITTEEZ FOR TH. PREISERVATION OF PROVINCETOWN
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Dear Friends:

On February 13th, 1964, the Provincetown
Planning Board held an open meeting to discuss their
proposed articles on re-zoning which will gppear in
the Warrent at Town Meeting on March 9th. The point
continually stressed by those in opposition to the
propoged articles was that large motels will pay
high taxes and should therefore be encouraged to
build throughout the Town.

This argument will have to be answered
on the floor of Town Hall on March 9th with actual
figures to prove the opposite: (a) that the summer
home is Provincetown's largest single tax sources,
(b) that the back bone of the Town's year<-round economy
is the money the summer resident spends while living
here and also puts into improvements and repairs on his
home. And as a consequence 1t will be to the Town's
best interests to have a zoning code which safeguards
the Summer resident and places the large tax-paying
motels on the edge of the Town,.

We are asking you, therefore, to please
answer the following questions and return them to us
as soon as possible. Your name is not needed if you
do not care to give 1it.

Thanking you very much for your cooperation.

The COMMITTEE for the PRESERVATION of PROVINCETogﬂ,
1964,

1. SIZE OF FAMILY: ADULTS CHILDREN
2. APPROXIMATE LENGTH OF STAY IN PROVINCETOWN EACH YEAR
3, APPROXIMATT AOUNT OF MONZY SPINT IN PROVINCETOWN
EACH YEAR:
a) LIVING AND RECREATION
b) YEARLY UPKEEP ON HOME

4. AVOUNT SPENT ON IMPROVIMENTS SINCE BUYING HOME :

5. TAX ON PROPERTY

6. WOULD YOU CONTINUE TO SPEND YOUR SUMMZIRS HERE IF
A 50 UNIT MOTEL WERE BUILT IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
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To The Families Of Provincetown

A crisis is facing you at Town Meeting this March 9th. Your homes and the very fabric
of the community life for your children is at stake. A town of homes is a family town, a
safe town, a beautiful town. Growth in a town should never be allowed to imperil its homes.
That is why the Amendments in the Zoning By-Laws are so necessary this year. If passed
they will have the following results:

a) Present neighborhoods will REMAIN INTACT so that children can play and grow
up in a community of homes.

b) New motels will be encouraged to build on NEW LAND at the edge of town. The
same townspeople will have the same employment by these motels no matter where they
build, so there is no hardship to anyone there.

c¢) Children of this and coming generations will be assured that their home, their
heritage — a town of national historic importance in a setting of unsurpassed beauty — will
be protected and preserved. This precious heritage is becoming increasingly rare in our
country with its sprawling cities and its many un-zoned Summer resorts that become ghost
towns for nine months of the year.

Families by nature take the long view, and planned growth through foresight is a
constructive, life-giving blessing to a communily. To fail to plan now when enormous
changes confront this town will bring chaos and blight into your very neighborhood.

The proposed Zoning By-Law Amendments DO NOT PROHIBIT the building of
motels which promise Summer employment to so many townspeople and such large tax re-
turns, they ONLY propose placing the motels on undeveloped land of which Provincetown
has over 200 acres. In so doing motel taxes become NEW TAXES while the homes and
businesses already in town will continue to bring in THEIR FULL SHARE of the tax
dollars. In this way the present economy will be maintained, the neighborhoods will keep
their homes, and NEW LAND will be opened up for the new building boom.

Hess

Until we get our Master Plan and Zoning By-Law Amendments GUARANTEE a i‘own

of homes for your children and the highest tax revenue for your town.

Please Vote For Articles 70, 71, 72, 73, 74.

Committee for the Preservation of Provincetown, 1964
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PAGE 2

There are in Provincetown 1,226 dwellings, of which 402 are owned by non-resident
real estate owners.

A questionnaire was recently sent to over one hundred of these home owners to find out
what their yearly contribution is to the economy of Provincetown. By February 29th
thirty-seven answers had been received. In these thirty-seven homes there are ninety-six
adults and thirty-two children. Their average stay in town is four months.

BREAKDOWN
37 Homes Average for each home
Taxes $16,536 $ 446
Yearly upkeep on property 34,012 916
Summer expenses 79,150 2,085

Food, Recreation, Entertainment
Utilities, Car Maintenance, etc.

Annual Total $129,698 $3,447

Since one family spends an average of $3,447, then FOUR HUNDRED AND TWO
FAMILIES SPEND IN PROVINCETOWN EACH SUMMER

$1,385,694

These people return year after year. They attract friends who spend substantial sums
each Summer.

Provincetown also has four large Art Schools. One of these estimates that ils students
spend $125,000 in town annually.

These are impressive figures and it is obvious that the Summer residents are of
supreme benefit to the citizens of Provincetown. No commercial development could ever
replace them.

Strong zoning will protect the homes of Provincetown and encourage new construction
in the undeveloped land of which Provincetown has over 200 acres.

Committee for the Preservation of Provincetown, 1964



Why Not Outside The Town?

Editor, The Advocate:—

A few weeks ago, a statemrent
'appeared in your columns signed
by Mr. Robert W. Roman, in which
he proclaimed the existence of a
“tiny, vociferous minority” which
(he further stated) was power-
seeking, audacious, and trying to
set itself up on a pedestal.

Now just what is this “tiny,
vociferous, audacious, power-seek- |
ing minority” which has Mr.
Roman in such a dither? It is
called the “Committee for the Pre-
servation of Provincetown” and it
consists of a group of hard-work-
ing, earnest and sincere citizens
of the Town who, just as the name
implies, are trying to keep Prov-
incetown from deteriorating into
another so-called ‘tourist-trap’,
which has happened in so many
places in the country already.

These people believe that the
proposed new zoning law and a
building code, which the Town has
never had heretofore, must be
‘adopted NOW, before it is too late.

| They are conveying their facts to
the entire public through the me-
dium of the newspapers and by
word of mouth. With all sides of
the story publicized, the people
can go to the Town Meeting on
March 9th and vote accordirg to
each person’s own conscience and
conviction. If this committee is
vociferous it is because it be-
lieves the issue is extremely ur-
gent.

If this is audacious and power-
seeking than so it the President of
the United States. For this is the
traditional way in which voters
are informed and how they decide
whom or what to vote for, be it
the President or the town dog-
catcher.

It is apparent from the publicity
so far that this Committee believes
that motels should not be built in
the town proper, or at least not
in the more or less residential
areas. This is certainly under-
standable. An outcropping of
motels, modern and many-storied,
with their extensive parking
areas, amongst the beautiful, old
colonial homes and cottages would

soon chang the entire character of
the Town, to its irrepairable dam-
age. The very qualities that
lured the artists, the Summer resi~
dents, and the tourists, would
gradually disappear, and with that

‘Town Planning Is A MUST

Editor, The Advocate,

1 have read with a great deal
‘of interest the letters which have
been sent in to the Advocaté rel-
ative to the potential motel prob-
lem facing the town. Especially
it is interesting to note that many
of these letters are from persons
who own property in Province-
town and are substantial taxpay-
ers, but can not express °their
wishes by voting for or against
issues which will affect the fu-
ture of the town.

A person nSSdE only to walk

on a late Fall or Winter evening
'from the East End to the West
End, “Up-Along” Commercial
Street and “Down-Along” Brad-
ford Street counting the homes
that show lights in their windows
to get some idea of the number
of darkened homes that contri-
bute so heavily to the tax burden
of the town. These “darkened”
homes represent people who are
willing to pay substantial taxes
because they love the town, its
people, and the culture created
and developed through the many
years. Some even own these
“darkened” homes with the hope
that they may in later years make
this a permanent home.

What happens when a glorified
“Chicken-Coop” or multi-unit
motel is built in a predominently
residential area—eight, ten, or
even more residential homes im-
mediately lose their market value!
The owners of homes adjoining
or facing such a motel become

| disgusted with the added tur-
'moil and noise created by the

|motel and before long “FOR

 the Town would be less attractive

to tourists. Thus, the motels
themselves wotld be really Kkill-
ing the goose that lays their golden
eggs.

And must hotels really be built
in the town proper and/or along
the waterfront? What is so wrong
with their being built on the out-
skirts of the Town, where there
would certainly be more room,
more breathing space, more park-
ing space, and certainly more
space for the heated swimming
pools which are always the focal
point of motel social life. The
terribly increased pressure on an
already serious traffic problem
would be greatly lessened. The
fown itself could rerain more or
'Tess as it is and always has been,
and everybody would be happy.

Look where the Governor
Prence is located. Is it domg so
badIy"

Sincerely,

A. Arlie Sinaiko, MD.
115 Cestral Park West,
New York 23, N. Y.

normal operation of @ multi-unit

SALE” signs appear on homes
that represented happy memor-
ies of the past.

While many of the letters to
the Advocate relate to the former
Seascape House, it should not be
forgotten that there is considera-
tion being given to the construc-
tion of a multi-motel on Gro-
zier Park near the West End and
in a residential area. This is the
last open space facing the harbor
and has been used for the past
years as a bathing beach and pic-
nic grounds for local and Sum-
mer residents.

A motel on Grozier Park would |
not only depreciate the value of
homes in thig vicinity, but would
also deprive many of the local
and Summer residents of the
bathing and picnicing privileges
they have enjoyed in the past.

Since the town is confrontet
with a growing parking problem,
this would be an excellent loca-
tion for a parking lot, and with
meters, would pay for itself in a
few years. At the same time it
would continue to serve the pub-
lic as a beach.

Town planning is a MUST!
You who have the “lighted”
homes during the Winter months
must vote for what is best for
the future of Provincetown. We
with the ‘“darkened” homes can
not vote and are at your mercy.

Sincerely yours,
John W. Bent
Medford, Mass.

Hopes For Master Plan

5 East Ontario Street?
Chicago 11, Illinois,
Editor, The Advocate,

I have read with great interest
the impressive notice entitled
“Provincetown 1980?” which ap-
peared in your paper on January
15, 1964.

My husband and I are amongst
those who spend half of every
year in Provincetown. W e own
a home on Commercial Street.
The welfare of Provincetown is|
dear to our hearts. !

We do hope that the ADVO-
CATE, as an influential voice in
the community, will urge all its
' readers to support a Master Plan
for a healthy shaping of the
town’s future. We hope also that
the ADVOCATE will bring to the
attention of all concerned the
harmful, hazardous and disfigur-
ing schemes that threaten this
town in particular, and the Cape
in general. In this way we shall
all be able to act in concert for
the preservation of Provincetown.

Respectfully yours,
Mrs. Richard Florsheim

Votes In Opposition

Editor, The Advocate:

I am a home owner living in
Provincetown (Summers only) at
635 Commercial Street. I want

to go on record against the build-
ing of the new motel now going
up on the land of the old Sea-
scape House. I understand that
the erection of the building 133
illegal and its completion is now
being fought. If a vote is taken
by property owners regarding this
matter or regarding the building
of any other motels in Province-
town, I wish to be included among

those who are aglinst it.

The character, beauty and
uniqueness of Provincetown
would soon be ruined by the
numerous commercial properties,
if they were allowed to proliferate
in size and numbers regardless of
existing zoning regulations. Zon-
ing regulations now in existence
which would permit such build-
ings to go up should be amended
to prevent them from doing so.

You may publish this letter if
you wish to do so.

Yours Smcerely,

Jack Miller

0ld And New Living Toge
_:" 3 4‘ W4
Editor, The Advonates-—- o

What are the eonsequéees in,
the a;pproval of Mr. - Roman’s
motel? ~ What artistic sense and
community spirit is there when

~a four-story building can be ap-

proved because pf are ap-
proved by a profe al engi-
neer? Can a bmld-mg inspaum
 take such action when
so many dissenters to

building in a zoning m resm&a
ed to residential zo There
is  still the conscience of the
people to consider, and. a period
of beauty untouched for centu-
ries that makes Provincetown
harbor a landmark.

Such a building as the Surfside
Arms is too centrally located,
and will block the view for
many. This is not new architec-
ture, but a pseudo framework of
stylistic .engineering. - If  this
building’ is  to ‘be on. t};e hatrbOr‘
the desigpers and ‘Mr." Roman
should ' consider an mdergihmd
level to take ome story into the
ground. ' This would reduce the
scale and parking on the first
tevel would be on basement level.
A three-story unit is in keeping
with the surrounding area, and
still gives a view to others. One
should consider the view from
cars coming down Commercial
Street, - and preserving the land-
scape in this area.

This is the first time such a
large building is going up, so
the voters, the Planning Commit-
tee and others should be able to
have some say to our Selectmen
and to the Building Inspector.

The technical and legal ends
do not justify such an atrocity.
There are those who love Prov-
incetown more. The old and new
can live together if designed to-
gether.

Helen Daphnig
11 Bangs St.
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FEBRUARY 6, 1964

A Pictu.re Of The Future

Provincetown, Mass.
Editor, The Advocate,

I had resolved never again to
write a letter to a newspaper on
a controversial subject. Never-
theless, with the proposed East
End motels, we are faced with an
issue so crucial to the continu-
ing cultural life of Provincetown
that I feel no artist can be silent.

First of all, it seems to me im-
portant for everyone to realize
that Mr. Roman, who has so
candidly informed us of his
views and intentions regarding
Provincetown, is only half of a
picture, of which the other half
of the masterpiece, of necessity,
is somewhere in Town Hall,
among shortsighted officials who
must have supported and encour-
aged this project.

It is undoubtedly true that the
whole art environment of Prov-
incetown is in danger of being
destroyed as a result of the pro-
posed encroachment into the East
End of the Beach Point kind of
development. A four-story mo-
tel might well be the atom bomb
that would senselessly kill the
only feature, or aspect, that dis-
tinguishes Provincetown from all
dther towns in this country.
While this bomb would not blow
art to bits on the instant, its fall-
out, as it slowly enveloped us,
would within a few years bring
'to an end the conditions for all
cultural activity in this area.

Do away with the ancient at-
tractiveness that has caused so
many resident and non-resident

| artists and their friends to buy
and improve properties—with a
substanitial benefit to the town
in the way of taxes ,wages, and
so on—and we will certainly find
artists and other residents going
elsewhere. Such artists as re-
mained would find it increasingly
difficult to maintain the Prov-
incetown Art Association, which
with 500 artist members, is now,
ras it has been for 50 years, the
heart and center of cultural in-
“terest in Provincetown. Eventu-
ally the Art Association would
have to close. The same fate, for
the same reason, would overtake
the Provincetown Symphony Or-
|chestra. The more reputable of
|the commercial galleries would
vanish. The better class of shops
would feel the blight. Instead,
with the new motels there would
bg a great increase of bars, paint-

F——

ed shirt and towel shops, and such
new honky-tonk as the devil him-
self could hardly imagine. In
the town in general, the already
serious traffic problem in narrow
streets would degenerate into
confused immobility, with the
one-night tourists all honking im-
patiently to get to the great box-
like construction.

I can not believe that the citi-
zens of Provincetown, once they
realize what is involved, will vote
in a manner that would result in
the driving out of that large body
of resident and non-resident art-
ists and their friends who are the
main support of the only Sum-
mer activities that the outside
world considers of any credit to
Provincetown. Already enough
has been done by Mr. Roman’s
letter and the pictures of his pro-
posed structure to prevent any
artist from purchasing, at the
present time and until he has
some assurance, a property inj.
Provincetown with the idea of
improving it for his own use and
enjoyment. For he would have
no certainty that a bulldozer
would not appear next door and
quickly transform into a com-
mercial desert the situation he had
found so handsome,

It would be comforting to think
all of this is an exaggeration. But
if two motels are built, so will
be others. The lid will be off. It
seems clear that Provincetown
has reached a crossroads, and that
a choice must be made now as
to whether we will continue with
the present kind of Provincetown
(which, although not perfect, we
can live with), or whether we
will change to the other kind.
It can not be both.

Once the mischief has been
done and we are left face to face
with the unfolding consequence,
it will be little profit for us to
reflect that the town lawyer said
it was all perfectly legal, or that
we were told it would be “pro-
gress”, or that we were told Pro-
vincetown would simply be a
motel yard, nondescript, without
chracter, foresight, or worthy dir-
ection of any kind. At last mon-
ey would be everything.

‘But this need not be. We have
only to exercise a little foresight
and adopt some rules that will
curb our more materialistic am-
bitions.

Respectfully yours,
Ross Moffett




" JANUARY 30, 1964

Will Other Cape Towns Gain?

Editor, The Advocate:—

In Provincetown there are indi-
viduals and groups who seem to
think that they have the answer
to every problem that arises in
our community.

The world today is a world of
specialists. It is logical to go to
a dentist if one has a toothache,
or to a doctor if he needs medical
attention. It is also logical to go
to an artist if one wants a paint-
ing, or to a barber if he needs his
beard trimmed, or preferably,
shaved off.

On tke other hand, it is not very
logical for the Provincetown Plan-
ning Board, looking for a solution
on zoning, to consult a musician,
\a disk jockey, or an artist, who
‘may be eminent in their own fields,
but certainly are not authorities
on rezoning.

The Planning Board should real-
ize that it has a duty to the town
as a whole, and not to a small
individual group. It should also
realize that the economic welfare
of Provincetown, with the excep-
tion of the fishing industry, is al-
most completely dependent upon
the tourist trade.

If the voters of Provincetown
pass the proposed zoning regula-
tions, it will be practically impos-
sible to build any future tourist
accommodations. Then we will
Jose our only major possible source
of additional tax revenue.

I'm sure that Truro, Wellfleet,
Orleans, etc., will be more than
happy to welcome motel investors
in their communities. They shall
gain and-Provincetown shall lose.

Sincerely,

LaVerne Christopher, housewife.

'THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1964

Eleven To One Against

Edltor, The Advocate:—

In the January 30 Advocate
there were 11 letters expressing
opposition to the motel that Mr.
Roman proposes to build, and only
one letter in favor. The single
letter in favor was written; 1 be-
heve by Mr. Roman’s daughter,
'the designer of the motel, who
apparently heeded his call for the
majority to “stand up and assert
ourselves. The “majority” isn’t
too vociferous, obviously because
there are fewer people than Mr.
Roman thinks in favor of his
motel. If someone doesn’t say
“No,” it doesn’t necessarily follow
that he means ‘“yes” as Mr.
Roman  seems to think. Indiffer-
ence may be on, his side, but he
certainly can’t claim it as back-
{ing.

' Tke 11-1 ratio indicates that
the “minority” isn’t so minor, and
in fact, if the letters to the Advo-
cate, which certainly are an indi-
cation, continue to pour in, I
think Mr. Roman will know that
he his decidedly in the minority.

He uses ‘“conservative Boston”
as an example of a community
where modern motels are blend-
ing with the old and - quaint.
There’s so much blending going
on that Boston is losing its iden-
ity, and soon will be just another
city without any particular qual-
ities or character. The 50-story
Prudential Tower has ruined the
scale of the city, and from across
the Charles in Cambridge looks
like an anomalous ~monster in the

center of a Lﬂhputlan City. Thel
business propagandist, the one
who gains, calls- it “The New
Boston” and this appeases the
majority because “New” connotes
progress, and no one dares oppose
“progress.” ' Could ‘anything be
more odious than “the new Prov-
incetown?”

Building a four-story motel on

our magnificent waterfront is not
progress, but is the most blatant
retrogression possible in Prov-
incetown outside of filling in the
harbor and using it for farmland.
Those 11 highly articulate letters
speak for the majority in oppos-
ing what could be a great set-
back; they don’t speak to suppress
progress
‘I can’t kelp thinking that after
'Mr. Roman finishes reading the
many letters opposing his plan
that he will go ahead with it any-
how, with more determination
than ever, fighting for the rights
of the minority which, fortunately,
is still a right in our democracy.
An artist may not know much

about re-zoning, but then again,
how much does a housewife know
about architecture?

John W. Gregory, Jr.

Sincerely yours,

146 Hemenway Street,

Boston 15, Mass.




A Place To Move To

Editor, The Advocate:—

It occured to me after read-
ing articles and letters in the}
Advocate wurging re-zoning of
residential areas in Province-|
town to prevent motels from tak-
ing over the Town, that the true
victims of motels would be the
local, voting citizens of Province-
town.

Summer home owners can al-
ways find another place to go to
if Provincetown becomes a New
England version of Miami Beach
— as it will in time if re-zoning
is not effected. Many will be
forced to go by the inevitable
rise of taxes due to expanded
water service, garbage disposal,
sewage problems, fire and police
department  additions. Others
will go because Provincetown will
no longer have the unique beauty
and charm that brought them
there in the first place. Why
should they go so far and spend
so much to live in a carbon copy

of a million resorts closer to home
and often cheaper?

No! The real victims of New
England’s future Miami Beach
will be the townspeople them-
selves. In Miami Beach proper,
towering hotels crowd the water-
front and every inch of land is
at a premium. Ordinary citizens,
Floridians who live there all year,
cannot afford to live at Miami
Beach. The rentals are too high,
the cost of private property exor-
bitant. So they live in Miami
and the suburbs.

If Provincetown becomes a
second Miami Beach — a ‘“Prov=-
incetown Beach” — where will
the regular townspeople live?
Have they planned or thought of
a normally priced “Provincetown’
to live in close by? A cheaper
section they will be able to afford
to live in? Where will they go
as motels buy up their land, as|
the price of property zooms, as
the rentals zoom and the taxes
zoom?

And of course, the other advan-
tage Miami Beach has over Prov-
incetown is that it is an all year-
round resort. Money is to be
made from tourists continuously
— jobs are to be had continuously
— and there is Miami to go home
to. In Provincetown the season
is short — yet the taxes and

FEBRUARY 13, 1964

Their Interests Best Served

Editor, The Advocate:—

This year I purchased a house
in the West End. It was a deci-
sion reached after several Sum-
mers in Provincetown and after
a lot of thought. I reside most
of the year in Pittsburgh and
the purchase of a house several
hundred miles away is not an act
to be taken lightly. But I bought
the house because I believe that
Provincetown is one of the rare
communities that is ‘aware of its
unique setting and character —
and intends to keep it that way.

I do not profess knowledge of
commercial economics but the fi-
nancial advantage of such a deci-
sion to the town seems quite ob-
vious. The house had been un-
sold for a few years and the
taxes paid by a local resident. The
taxes will now be paid with
money earned outside of Prov-
incetown — thus increasing the
gross income of town. Money
earned elsewhere will be spent
in Provincetown for utilities,

cost of property would
high — with no tourist money
coming in and no place to go
home to during the long Winter
months.

There is plenty of undeveloped
land approaching Provincetown
for motels — close enough to
bring in all the tourist trade the
Town needs. There are plenty of
charming guest houses and inns
within the Town that house thou-

the Town’s special beauty.

I love the people of Province-
town and I feel like crying out
“Pegple of Provincetown, you who
are the backbone of the commu-
nity, whose fathers and fore-
fathers originated and built this
unique Town — don’t let the
Tures of quick money that special
interests dangle before your eyes
blind you to the consequences of
poor planning. Are you really
prepared to face them? Or have
your children face them? Or are
you just all fed up and thinking
of moving anyway!”

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Bryon Browne

203 West 86th Street

New York City, 24, N. Y.

remain |

sands of tourists without spoiling |

building materials, services of
plumbers and electricians, ete.,
'and provisions for a family of;
five.

These somewhat personal re-
marks are made to illustrate my
belief that the town must handle
a substantial number of transient
“motel type’” tourists to realize
the same next income obtained
from one family spending their
entire Summer in town. Yet it
should also be recognized that the!
maintenance of a Summer house
is a severe financial burden upon
many of us and is worth the effort
only insofar as the future of the
town will be as promising as its
past and present.

The voters of the town will go
to the March 9th Town Meeting
and vote according to their own
conscience. I personally believe
that their interests will be best
served by approval of a new
zoning law.

Sincerely yours,
James P. Romualdi,

Pittsburgh, Pa.

In Harmony With Town

Editor, The Advocate:—

As one who has been a Sum-
mer resident of Provincetown for
sixteen years and a homeowner
for the past five years, my fam-
ily and I have developed a great
feeling for the qualities of the town
and the friendships that we have
made. The physical forms of
Provincetown, the houses and the
surrounding dunes and waters
have a unique quality.

I was therefore greatly disturb-
ed on hearing of the contem-
plated four-story motels to be
built in the East End of town.
Buildings of this height would de-
stroy the physical harmony that
exists to a large extent. It seems
to me that further expansion
should be along the lines that

town and its people. A relation~
ship should be considered between

would be compatible to the whole |

what already exists in Province- |
town and any new contemplated |

structures.

| I urge all those who are voters

to exercise their rights and bring
about zoning changes that would
insure such a goal.
Respectfully yours,
Herman Maril
5705 Chilham Road,
Baltimore 8, Md.

A Misguided Plan?

Editor, The Advocate:—

It is with profound sadness that
we read of the motel madness
that has hit Provincetown. And
like all madness in history, in
communties, and in daily life,
those whose personal desires are
strong enough often manage to
override reason and logic by
promising anything to gain their
immediate, short-sighted shelfish
ends.

Mr. Roman whom we do not
know at all, apparently thinks

he has found a gimmick for “get
rich quick” without any consider-
ation of the serious destruction
his action will cause to Province-
town’s economy and property
values. Unfortunately he seems
to have made a few other people
think that there is: money to be
made this way. The error in
this kind of thinking is probably
much clearer to those of us who
have lived in other communities
and who have watched serious
deterioration set in° when a “de-
veloper,” in search of profits has
had his way in watching these
other communities that have
given in to such ambition. We
have witnessed a downward
change in the character of the

town and a disasterous deterior-
ation of the real estate wvalues.
It should be remembered by
those who have an opportunity

to vote on this issue that once
a neighborhood is despoiled it
can never come back.

In not zoning earlier, in per-
mitting motels and shops to grow
up in residential areas, we who
love Provincetown have already
contributed to a betrayal of a
great heritage. We have confi-
dence, however, that there are
enough townspeople who under-
stand the issue not to permit this
desecration of a unique commu-
nity which has, in the past, at-
tracted some of the most creative
people in our land.

We hope this misguided plan
to permit a blight of Province-
town will still be defeated by
the townspeople.

Sincerely yours,
Herschel and Edith Alt

434 East 52nd Street
New York 22, N. Y.

'Objects To 3, 4-Decker Motels

Editor, The Advocate:
We know that progress must
go on, but we object to three and

four deckered motels being built
in a residential area, along the
|seashore. It will take away the
beauty and also the view of the
harbor from many homes.

We ask that the committee rule
out three and four deckers.

We sincerely hope that the
officials will look into all open-
ings 'along Commercial Street be-
cause many people are closing
openings to the beach, and call-
ing them private. It is the duty
of the officials to keep all open-
ings free.

Sincerely yours, i
Maurice and Mary Gioiosa
Tree Tops

75A Orchard Street,
Medford, Mass.

‘Without Motels

116 West 2I St.
New York 11, N.' Y.
Editor, The Advocate,

After reading Mr. Roman’s let-
ter in the Advocate of January
23rd it seems to me that com-
ment from an experienced tour-
ist “at home and abroad” whose
dollars Mr. Roman finds so at-
tractive, is timely. If Mr. Ro-
man and the “majority” he claims
to represent succeed in their plan
of cluttering Provincetown with:
motels they may thereby defeat
their own purpose and divert
those so attractive tourist dollars
elsewhere. Me, I don’t like mo-
tels. Yes, to me motel is a dirty
word. A few more of them in
Provincetown and the town has

lseen the last of me ang my dol-
¢ lars.

For over twenty years I have
spent four months of the year in
i Provincetown.: How many thou-
lsands of “dollars I have spent
there in that period I can only
guess. But all of it was spent
with pleasure and good will. T
love the town and many of the
people in it. he

Mr. Roman and his like whose
only interest seems to be luring
tourist dollars into their pockets
should try to . understand that
tourists do not come to Prov-
incetown for Hollywood beds and
pink plumbing. Most .of us have |
|adéquate accomodationg at home |
for which we are paying anyway. l
The tourist traps these promo-
ters plan do not attract us. We
have come to Provincetown be-
cause it is the way it 'is. If these
improvers improve the town into

|the sun is as bright and the sea

' sentiment and attitude of every
 artist who has a stake in the wel-
|fare of Provincetown. The issue
| before the

the material benefit of a few.

Ipeople — favoring zoning protec-

‘Philadelphia 44, Penna.

something else we can go else-
where. There still remains Toar-
mina and Ischia and Capri, where

is warmer. These spots have
been in the tourist business since
the time of the Roman emperors
and up to now they have made it
without motels.

Margaret Watson

A Commercial Wﬁstelax;d

Editor, The Advocate:—

Ross Moffett, in his letter to
the Advocate (Feb. 6) has ably
and eloquently expressed the

voters is simply
whether they want their town to
remain the renowned American
art center it has been for so many
decades or whether it is to be
transformed, by the stimulus of
“progress” into a commercial
wasteland.

The voter may well ask him-
self what he will have gained if
he despoils his home town for

Sincerely yours,
Morris Davidson,

7 Orchard Terrace,
Piermont, New York.

Two More

Editor, The Advocate:—
You have been very generous

|in the space you have given in
|the Advocate for those who wish
| to see an effective zoning bill put
' through. While I'm not wishing

to burst into print, I do hope
that when you mention having
heard from 30 or 50 or a hundred

tion — that you will add two
more non-voting taxpayers to the
number. 3
Sincerely yours,

John and Catherine Perry McCoy
269 West Tulpehocken Street,







THURSPDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1964

.PROVINCETOWN 1964

Question: Why is a strictly residential area a MUST for
Provincetown? :

Answer: Potential home-owners will buy property only if
: they are sure of protection against commercial
encroachment.

Question: Who benefits from these Summer home-owners?

Answer: Town taxes, and also the merchants, grocers,
carpenters, plumbers, utility men (gas, oil etc.),
appliance shops, restaurants, service stations, gift
shops.

Question: Why has Provincetown always had a large Summer-
resident population?

Answer: Because they enjoy the friendliness of the towns-
people, the virility of the fishing fleet, the many
wonderful beaches safe for children, the rare
beauty of the harbor, the narrow streets, the dunes;
and because our Art Association, this Summer
celebrating fifty years in Provincetown, is the
largest and most important Summer Art Associa-
tion in America.

Question: What could drive the Summer home-owner from
Provincetown?

Answer: Unrestricted commercialism throughout the fown
catering primarily to the overnight tripper.
A huge transient turnover brings more traffic
snarls, more crime, more dope peddling, fewer
artists, fewer Summer residents, fewer grocery
stores, fewer jobs for carpenters, plumbers, serv-
ice and appliance men. )
Result: A ghost town.

; VOTE FOR RE-ZONING

Committee for the Preservation of Provincetown
1964



A Plea To Voters

. February 11, 1964
Ed.xtor The Advocate,

We are all familiar with the
story of the killing of the goose
that laid the golden eggs. The]
golden eggs of Provincetown are
the beauties of her beaches, dunes
and surrounding waters; the beau-
ty of the small old white houses;
the interesting people who live
here, the artists, the fisherman,
and the small businesseg and res-
taurants, It is because of these
beauties and interests that the!
people who make up and add to
the attractive atmosphere stay
“here and come here. In fact, it
|is because of these things that
| others want to come. Remove or
| destroy these elements and the
lothers won’t want to come and
| present owners ‘will sell and move
elsewhere,

And what is threatening to kill
‘the goose?—the large motels they
are planning to build within the
town. To build the motel in the
East End at Kendall Lane they
are removing the small ‘white
houses of the former Sea Scape
that fitted into Provincetown’s
natural architecture. The plan-
ned four-story structure will shut
out the view of the harbor, change
the appearance of the water front
and crowd what little beach there
is for residents of the area. Park-
mg, already a problem in adjoin-
| ing streets, will be impossible. And
| if Mr. Roman says he will provide
| a parking space at the rear of the
' building the reply is that it will
be unsightly on Bradford Street
and give a commercial appearance
|to a lovely residential area.
| Such building may help relieve
the tax burden for the moment,
but if it is allowed to destroy what

makes Provincetown Province-
town, all is lost.

Many of us who own property,
and pay a large portion of the
taxes, do not have a vote in Town
Meeting. We plead with those of
you who do to go to the meeting
and voteé to control the use of land
to preserve the Provincetown we
all love. l

Sincerely yours,
Edith G. Morrison
259 Bradford Street

Adds Voice To Chorus

Editor, The "Advocate:—

As a property owner in the
East End of town and — more
important -— as one who has
loved Provincetown for its par-
ticular and peaceful beauty for
more than 30 years, I wish to
add my voice to the chorus of |
protests against the development |
of motels in the residential areas.
The numerous Iletters already |
printed on the subject eloquently |
and adequately state the case J
and do, I trust, represent the
views of the majority of voters,
who I earnestly hope will vote
for re-zoning.

Yours sincerely,
Dorothy Sainsbury
Boston 16, Mass.

FEBRUARY 20, 1964

Preserve Provincetown!

Editor, The Advocate, |
Enclosed is a poem expressing'
my feelings about preserving thel
charm of Provincetown before it
is too late. It is good to know !
that so called Progress, which
too. often destroys the very at-
mosphere which makes Cape Cod
so unique, has not entirely oblit-
erated the scenic beauty and local
color made famous in the novels
by Joseph C. Lincoln and Sara
Ware Bassett. The time to halt
the wholesale destruction of all
that is finest and best in Prov-
incetown and elsewhere on the

Cape, is NOW!

Very truly yours,

Dorothy LeBleu Snow

Plea For Provincetown

Oh, Progress, spare that town!
Change not a tree lined street, |
Quaint homes . . with gardens gay
Where friends and neighbors
meet!
Change not the far-off view
Of dunes across the bay . . .
The masts of fishing boats
Bound home—at close of day!

Though some New England towns
Once peaceful and serene,
Are sordid honky-tonk . . .
Where once was village green.
Let not the garish lights
Nor lust for petty gain,
Destroy the harbor view .
The roses down the lane!

Change not the skyline there!
Let nothing tall compete
With Monument and :spires. .
The masts of fishing fleet!
Motels . . . and honky-tonk
Would doom it to decay!
Oh, Progress, spare that town
Beside the sparkling bay!
Dorothy LeBleu Snow

258 Woodin St.
Hamden, Conn.

Close To The Limit

Editor, The Advocate,

I have been a visitor to Prov-
incetown for over twenty years
and my wife and I have owned
a house here for six years. Dur-
ing this time there have been
some changes towards a cheaper
commercialism and a greater in-
flux of tourists who are either of
the beatnik type or stuffy and
who do not contribute to the
unique and special quality of Pro-
vincetown. Somehow through
these changes the town has man-
aged to retain most of its charm
and picturesque quality. How—,;
ever, there is a limit, and I thmk
the town is close to it

tract large numbers of the less
desirable type of visitors who, in
turn will chase away those who
come to Provincetown because
they like it as it is.

It is my flom conviction that if
these four story motels are per-
mitted to be erected in the East
End, the town will have passed
the limit that will keep my inter-
'est and my wish to remain a Sum-
'mer resident. This letter is a
plea to all the people I know and
that I have traded with in Prov-
incetown to look for our mutual
long term interests by voting to‘
change the zoning laws on March |
9 so that the motels will be im~
possible. I say for both our in-
terests because for me I love Pro-
v ncetown and want to stay and
for them I think that I and the
people like me are steadier, bet~
ter customers than the transients
who will be attracted by such mo-
tels. Please change the zoning
laws.

Sincerely yours,
Norman E. Zinberg, M. D.
330 Brookline “Avenue
Boston:

Run-of-the-Mill Resort

Editor, The Advocate:—

It is precisely the unique ter-
rain and the rare cultural and.‘
esthetic position Provincetown
enjoys throughout the country
that attracted and wooed us and
‘won us, along with a goodly
number of others, to settle there
as our second home.

Now that “progress” (or is it
the desire for selfish gain?) is|
dictating a drastic change in its
atmosphere, and now that it is
proposed to fashion the town after
run-of-the-mill resort, is it possi-
ble that one cannot visualize
within the framework off its
change not only in its permanent
Summer population, but in the
utter deterioration of the town?

The question will inevitably
arise: why travel from every
State in our Union — from Cali-
fornia, Nevada, Oregon (as li-
cense plates will testify every day
in the week over the Summer)
just to see rows of motels obli-

Let me make it elear that I
understand that many of the
town’s residents do and should
make their living from the tour-
ists and the Summer res.i‘de'nts,
and I have no quarrel with their
wish to  attract more  visitors.
However, I do object to the erec-
tion of buildings which will gt-

erating and defacing our harbor?
Even the transient tourist may
think twice before traveling to see

what he can see much nearer‘
home.

Bigger and higher motels in the
heart of the town may be *“pro-
gress,” but in our view they will
lead ultimately to disaster, not
only esthetically, but from an
economic view as well. ‘

Sincerely yours,

Virginia and Joseph Kaplan
161 West 22 St., New York 11
and Provincetown, Mass.

Property Values Harmed

Editor, The Advocate:—

Provincetown is the Summer art
center for the United States. It
will be commercialized and ruined’
if we allow motels to be built
in the town. -

Property values will be greatly
lowered if views of the harbor are
cut off.

Let us not permit this descra-
tion,

wincerely yours,

Malcolm and Florence McLeod.

'If Commercial Inierests
Take Over

Editor, The Advocate:

For over thirty years I have
been coming to Provincetown
during my Summers — sometimes
for a five months stay — some-
times for only one day. I have
been drawn here by the special
qualities that make Provincetown
unique in this country. These
qualities have been described so
well by Mary Heaton Vorse and
others that it is hardly necessary
to repeat them here.

During all the years I have.

been coming here there have been
changes,” some that have been
good, others that have been hard '
to accept. But, through it all,
Provincetown has kept its own
vital personality.

However, it now appears that
commercial interests have sniffed
the air and have detected the
odor of some fast bucks to be
gotten here. Perhaps they feel
the presence of the National Sea-
shore Park will lure more tourists
than ever to the Cape End, and
they want to cash in quickly on
this. In doing so, these commer-
cial interests naturally will base
their lack of judgment on the
same ugly dog-eat-dog schemes
that have utterly destroyed the
character of thousand of towns
across the country.

Anyone who approves of unre-
gulated building of commercial
establishments should  drive
slowly along the old seashore
road from the East 'End toward
Truro. There he will partake of |
|the atmosphere beloved by the
snatchers of the fast buck. He
| will get an impression of a thou-
sand privys, such as he can find
in ten thousand other ugly areas
of this mation. He will certainly
get no real impression of being
on Cape Cod. There is no reason
to trust the commercial interests
to show any better judgment if
they are allowed to exploit Prov-
incetown itself.

If there is unregulated build-
/ing of motels in Provincetown,

the character of the town mwill
disappear — and with it will dis-
appear the special kinds of people
who have helped keep Province-
town what it has been. In addi-
tion, the town will truly become
a ghost town except for two
months each year.

The East End is the part of
town that most of the tourists will
enter. So naturally the first
motels will be built there. But,
of course, as tim passes, motels
will be built anywhere in the
town — unless action is taken to
prevent this from happening.

I believe the citizens of Prov-
incetown must act now, by bar-
ring any future building of motels
in the East End. Then, as soon
as possible, the citizens should
set up guide lines for the future

development of the town. Natu-

rally it must be allowed to grow
and change — but it must always
be Provincetown, and not just
another cheap resort town.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth Stubbs,
3066 Porter St. N. W.,
Washington 8, D. C.




THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 1964

In
QOur Mail

Abe Burrrows Writes

Editor, The Advocate:—

I am made very sad when I
read all the letters of protest and
counter-protest  which appear
every week. I hate to see such a
split in our town. I don’t want
to contribute further to the dis-
sension, but I must state how I
feel.

The people who want the mo-
tels in the middle of town (which,
I imagine, will help increase the
sale of cotton candy), say they
are in the majority. If they're
right about that, then I guess they
have the right to do anything they
want. As for me, I have only one
right left; the right to leave Prov-
iincetown for good.

It takes us around six hours
to drive to Provincetown from
INew York. There are many
‘places much more conveniently
located for me. But myy wife and
‘T have been willing to make the
long trip because of what we
‘found when we got there. A place
| different from any other town in

the East. Warm, friendly, relax-
ing, a place with great light for

artists, great atmosphere for
writers, and great charm for
everyaone.

The whole country knows Ii
love this place. For three or four
months a year, I live in Province-
town. I write there, and I relax
there. And I've been very, very
appy. But now it looks as|
though it will no longer be passi-
ble for me to feel the same happi-
ness.

Since the day I bought my home
in 1956, I've spent a lot of money
in remodeling, and I don’t know
how much more in steady upkeep.
We have a lot more remodeling
plans, but ever since I heard about
the motels, I've put the lid on
spending. I see no point to spend-
ing more money on a place I
probably won't care to live in.
Many of my friends in Province-
town are doing the same thing.

'I don™t think the “new income”
from the tourist traps will in any

way equal the amounts we “regu-
lars” have been spending.
Please do not think of this as

a letter from an individual who
is thinking of his own individual
comfort. I just feel that in this
case, what would be a catastrophe
for me, would also be catastrophic
for the town. What I do doesn’t
matter, but what happens to Prov-
incetown does matter very much.

Sincerely ours,

Abe Burrows




NEW BEACON  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 1964

Motel Man Says—This Is
My Side Of The Story

Editor, New Beacon:

The copious tears that were shed in
the last few weeks over the approach-
ing “doom” to Provincetown because I
am going to build a four story motel
should be sufficient to float our fishing
vessels if we ever run out of ocean wa-
ter. These tear jerkers, sob-sisters
and do-gooders must feel that they are
the final authority on what a town
should look like to attract the summer
tourist. Ooops! I pulled a boner. I
just forgot that several of the writers
scorn the “summer tourist”. They
only want the summer vacationer who
will stay a long period of time in Prov-

incetown. For the edification of these

misguided people, let me reveal a sec-
ret to them; today’s vacationing public
vacations on wheels. Very few of them
stay longer than a week in any given
place. Exclude these same summer
tourists and Provincetown would be-
come a ghost town in a very short per-
iod of time. The Cape Cod Chamber of
Commerce and the Provincetown
Chamber of Commerce are spending
huge sums of money to lure these tour-
ists to our shores. Our do-gooders will
have to inform these organizations
that they are wasting their money.
Let me point out that a large num-
ber of the *“eloquent” writers who
write such endearing terms about
Provincetown are only part time resi-l
dents here, and particularly notice the
large number of New Yorkers who are|
telling us how to conduct our business.!
Some of these people own property in
Provincetown and some are only casual
visitors. Very few of the writers live
in Provincetown in the winter. It is so
easy to sit in an office on the 25th floor
of a modern skyscraper and tell others
that they must keep a resort town so
that Thoreau would feel at home in it
if he were alive today. Some of these
are the same people who have opposed
the appropriation of the marshlands in
the West End from the state. These
are also the same people who opposed
acceptance of land from the state for
a town dump. Today we are suffering
the consequences! These are the samel
people who oppose almost every pro-
gressive move that the town attempts.
The sanitation code that has been
adopted by the state is going to restrict
building very drastically. The cost of

disposing sewage is now about ten
times as much as it was previously.
More important is the fact that you
must have a huge leaching area for
disposal of waste. This law applies not|
only to motels, but to restaurants,
homes, and any other new building.
Very little building can now take place
on Commercial Street , and Bradford
Street.

The Planning Board should be trying
to liberalize building and not trying to
put on restrictive measures. If our
part-time residents gain their objec-
tive by passing the proposed restrictive
zoning articles, the results will be very
drastic. Almost all building and re-|
modeling will come to a halt.

There are several reasons for it. !

1. Article 74 defines a motel in such!
a way that any tourist house or guest

| Seascape property could not be done

house or cottage colony comes under
its definition. This would mean that
anyone who wants to put a cottage in
his yard or convert a room for paying
guests would have to meet all the re-
quirements. A great deal of the winter
work in Provincetown has been re-
modeling.

. 2. Today there is so little open land
in the commercially desirable part of
Provincetown. Thus any restrictive
rezoning will mean that mnew capital
will have to go to other towns and
Provincetown will have no new tax
revenue. If the area from Peters’ Gas
Station to Howland Street is rezoned
it would mean that the $350,000 I would
spend on further development of the

and Provincetown would lose my addi-
tional tax money.

No person in his right mind is going
to spend huge sums of money to put up
some garrish monstrosity. The motel
I am building on the waterfront has
been called a beautifully designed mo-
tel that will be in keeping with the
architecture in Provincetown. It is al-
so the only building in Provincetown
that is designed to give any passerby
an exceptional view of the water. Al-
most half of the frontage is open to
the water. If I had put a two story
motel in this same spot I would have
been forced to cut off all view.

For this I have been villified in no
uncertain terms. 2

Robert W. Roman




THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 1964

Every Home In. Provincetown Has The Right
To Be Protected By Zoning

IT IS UNFAIR THAT ONLY 100 OUT OF THE 1200 HOMES IN PROVINCETOWN ARE PROTECTED AGAINST
LARGE COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. (See 2 black areas on map.)

l

PRIVATELY OWNED

TO BECOME
/ NATIONAL PARK
/ CLASS S

\ ﬂ
\/ o AL

STRICTLY RESIDEN TIAL/

YOU MAY WAKE UP T()1 THE SOUND OF THE BULLDOZER CLEARING THE LAND NEXT DOOR FOR AN-
OTHER 4, 5, or 6 story motel.

DONT LET IT HAPPEN HERE

LARGE NEW BUILDING SHOULD GO ON LARGE NEW LAND ON ROUTE 6.

OUR ONLY CHANCE FOR SURVIVAL AS A RESIDENTIAL TOWN IS TO HAVE STRONG ZONING
CONTROLS.

VOTE FOR ARTICLES 70 - 71 - 72 -73 -74




PROVINCETOWN, MASS.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 1964
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Four stories started an avalariche of letters to. "lvl."l'ié.“Advdcate
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Make Most Of Opportunity

Editor, The Advocate,
It is not usual for us to write

disturbed by recent developments
in Povinecetown. As Summer
residents of - some ., twenty-five
yvears, we feel 'that it should be
done’ in this case.

The establishment of the Na-
tional Seashore Park-has led to a
sitwation. that is bringing into fo-
cus. Wwith «great rapidity a choice
of growth-pattern that Provnce-
town must face with' considerable,
realism. The existence of the
National Park - presents to many
an - opportunity for ' exploitation
ahd speculation. ‘The Park Ser-
vice ~-is well  aware -of this, and
being . experienced .in this matter,
has already set up restrictions
and regulations to- prevent ex-
pleitation - within itg boundaries.
Those desiring to set up busines-
ses are thus forced to look at the
peripheral -areas as locations for
their  enterprises. --Business., men
are-all too familiar with the econ-
oxpic - advantages of - establishing
themselves in prime . locations.
Provincetown with its geographic
features and architectural charm
is a most attractive target.

Summer residents mprovide a
substantial portion of the town’s
income. The cultural contribu-
tions of the artistic segment and
its fine and wide reputation are
well known; and, in addition, they
have become considerably afflu-
ent in recent years. The Sum-
mer colony, located primarily
along the shoreline, occupies the
land most coveted by the specu-
lators. If they -are allowed to
move in without restraint, then
the desirability of Provincetown
as a residential Summer resort
will diminish sharply, with the |
resultant loss in revenue to the
town, The choice the town is
facing iz whether to permit that
to happen or provide for a healthy
growth without destroying the
Summer colony. This will re-
quire wise and mature planning,
and time is running out as the
proximity of the National Park
has accelerated the town’s growth.
The next few years will deter-
mine the future character and
economic life of Provincetown,
and the number of letters in the
newspapers reflect the deep con-
cerm held by many on this sub-
ject .

. Recent events are a barometer
to what will happen without pro-

a letter to the editor, but we are|

| There may be. some who agree
. with him; but, it is certain that
‘most ‘of his neighbors do not. We
(cannot agree with Mr. Roman
,when he attempts to convey the
impression that his actions were
made in the best interests of the
town. N odoubt his prime mot-
ivation ig simply to make as much
money as possible ,and that any
profit from his enterprises is to
be his and his alone.
Provincetown needs to grow

and strengthen its economy and
now has in its ‘hands a rare op-
portunity for an orderly and pro-
‘gressive program. There must be
many who will see to it that this
opportunity is not wasted.

Lina and Kenneth Berry

60 Park Avenue

Keene, New Hampshire

Roots In Provincetown

Editor, The Advocate:—

I have been following with
avid interest the development of
the opposition to the building of
motels within the limits of resi-
dential Provincetown, and I feel
compelled at thig late date to ex-
press my feelings on the matter.
It is probably too. late for this
letter to be published, but it must
rest on my conscience that I
added my voice to the chorus of
those in favor of the proposed
amendment to the zoning regula-
tions.

I was born and brought up in
Provincetown, and even though
I am not a property owner, tax-
payer or voter my roots are in
Provincetown and nowhere else,
though by circumstances I am
obliged to live elswhere. My
family, some of my oldest friends,
and my school friends are still
there, and it is a eomforting and

| wonderful feeling to know a place

and ©people so well. I return
now each Summer, to bring my
three children to this place of
warmth, friendliness and beauty.
Although the oldest is only four,
| she knows of Provincetown as
her other home. I want them
to have the sampe things that I
had as a child growing up there.

I may be a hopeless sentimen-
| talist when it comes to Province-
ltown and her beaches, dunes,
water, ‘woods, and the town it-
self, but all this means HOME to
Ime. I am bringing my children
' back to all this in hopes that they
\will absorb something of the tran-
| quility, freedom, and the beauty

per planning for growth. As a
business man, Mr. Roman was
most successful as he recognized
a weakness in the town’s regula-
tions and capitalized on it to his
advantage. . In a business sense,
it maight be said that there was
nothing wrong with his actions.

lof nature inveined in Province-
town. The town has changed
greatly from the time I was a

exist.

My hope is that my classmates
and friends with whom I grew
up, and all the others I have
worked with feel at least

child but these qualities still|

about this heritage that Province-
town has fo ‘offer our’ 'children.
Let us protect and preserve it
for them.

Sincerely yours,
Martha Malicoat Dunigan

301 West 20th Street

New York, 11, New York

Any Gain

Editor, The Advocate:—

A motel will bring in new taxes,
therefore it is good, and all those
who oppose it are bad and hate
their town. This is the burden of

Harm Outweighs ‘ f
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somewhat - “the''$dme way I “'do||gain in taxes, if any, the destruc-

tive effort of four-story motels
upon the beauty and character of
Provincetown-—and one has only
to go as far as Mayflower Heights
to see what over-size structures

damage our shoreline. And, I ask
you, is it worth it?
Yes, is it worth it? Especially
as motels can be so placed and
designed as not to spoil the town.
Who could object to the charm-
ing Red Inn, the old Seascape,
the Colonial Imm. Must motels
be block busters? And, by the,
way, do we really meed six new
motels, or will they simply take

the argument of the four-story-
motel-in-the-East-End-of town
boys. It was also the argument
of those who wanted to subdi-
vide -the Province Lands and of
those who fought the National
Seashore: : It is the argument you
hear up and down the land from
short-sighted real estate and
business interests who are doing

America. (I do not mean to im-
ply that all real estate develop-
ers and businessmen are short-
sighted. Many of them realize
that beauty serves their interests
too.)

The argument is generally a
cover for those who, not satis-

their best to stamp out beauty in 3

customers away from the older
ones?

Our late beloved President in
his introduction to ‘“The Quiet
Crisis” by Interior Secretary
Udall, said: “Our economic stand-
ard of living rises, but our envi-
ronmental standard of living de-

teriorates. - A once beautiful “Ha-
'tion is in danger of tuming infte
an ‘ugly America.’ And the
onhg-run effect will be not only
to degrade the quality of mna-
tional = life but to weaken the
foundations of national power.”

He goes on to say that the effort
to preserve our beautiful heritage
“cannot be won until €ach Amer~
ican makes the preservation’ of

fied with a reasonable return,
wish to make a quick killing on
their investment, and the public
be damned. It is usually accom-
panied by the cry, “A minority

one usually finds that the advo-
cate of “Progress” is not at all
anxious to submit the matter to
a vote and let the majority de-
cide. He will sometimes squeeze
through the narrowest of legal
loopholes in order to avoid it. |

When one examines his argu-
ment, it seems a weak one. Let’s
take Mr. Roman’s estimate that
six motels costing $1 million will
bring in $36 thousand in new
taxes, on the basis of the pro-
posed new tax rate. Judging by
some assessments of other pro-
perties in Provincetown, I believe
the motel owners would be very
much surprised and grieved if
their properties were assessed at

is trying to stop Progress!” But|

‘the beauty and bounty ‘of. the

American earth’ +his ' personal

commitment.” s
Miriam and Johh DeWitt
614 A. St. N. E. f :
Washington, D. C.

protesting mdtéls;inwtl-ié“;c;éntér of Town. And four stories
> above. structure from gong: up. Already the
: AN : 1 e own meeting f J g for
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of only two stories can do to |
|ing on March 9th, and vote to

b
i

Voie To Change
Zoning Regulations £
Editor, The Advocate:— |

We are writing as many ‘as we |
can in Provincetown urging
voters to attend the Town Meet-|
change the zoning laws so that
motels cannot be built in Prov-
incetown. We certainly do not
want the streets of town to be
lined with motels.

There is plenty of room out-
side of town for that.

We hope all voters will attend
the March 9th meeting, and vote
to protect Provincetown from such
a thing.

Sincerely yours,
Eric A. Foulk
Gertrude T. Foulk

520 Orkney Road,

Boltimore 12, Maryland

Destroying The Character
Of The Town

|
|

Preserve The Old Town |

Editor, The Advocate:— ‘
As a property owner in the
West End of Town, the former
house of George Elmer Brown_e,
a famous artist, and the brother
of my husband, I wish to.add my
protest to the numerous ofhers
against the development of motels
in the residential oreas. .
I cannot conceive anyone who
loves nature and beauty wanting
this, especially on the small area
of Grozier Park, which is one of
the loveliest spots in the ‘West
End.
I understand thatalthough we

as much as half their real value.
I think we can subtract quite a
few of those $36 thousand right
at the start. Y ]

Second, the taxes paid on prop-

be subtracted from the net gain
to the town. There go some
more of those $36 thousand. &« |

Third, new building—especially
many new units in an already
congested area—mean large costs
to the town. Take away another
slice of the pie. i

| Balance against a small mnet

erty to be torn down to make My family and I spend most en-
room for the new motels must joyable Summers there.

pay taxes, we do not have a.vote
at Town Meeting so I trust that
you who do go will vote to pre-
serve Provincetown as we love it.

Most sincerely,

Mrs. Ralph C. Browne
123 Federal Street
Salem, Mass.

}
|

Editor, The Advocate:— '

As a long time resident of
Provincetown I approve of the
re-zoning amendment in the Town
warrant. It seems to me that the
citizens of Provincetown have

one narrow street stretching a
long distance with the water
in view at all times. A mixture of
people -— painters, writres, tour-
ists, etc. Why do you think we
come here?” / :

Tve been taking slides from
one end of town to the other.
I’'ve been afraid it will all change.

| That you will build-a MALIL!

Nothing should interrupt the
length of Commercial Street.

I know that Provincetown
needs more revenue. But a Mall
wont do it. It seems that more
and more people are " buying
houses. That shows that people
like it as it is. Try to show people
that what they have is unique.
There is ‘nothing more lovely
than Cape Cod architecture. and
its many versions. Try to influ~
ence people in preserving such
a heritage. iz

We who do not live permanent—
ly in Provincetown have Il
right or knowledge to talk about
the Harbor of Refuge.. I do know
that if it goes in at the West
End that is the end of the love-
liest spot of all. The peace and
tranquility will be gone. If at
all feasible it should be a part
of the center of town. But that
is a problem that will have to
be settled by those who are quali-
fied and who have a lot of visién.

Omne more thing. What happened
to the Comfort Station at the
center of town? The town. hall
closes at 9 P. M.

* Sincerely yours,

Frank Cassel
McKeesport, Pa.




Joins In Protest | /

Editor, The Advocate:—

Please add my name to my
friends and neighbors of Prov-
incetown as being wvery much
against the building of a motel
in the East End. I am shocked
at the very thought of this group
thinking of such an idea let alone
materializing it. What a shame
it will be.

I have lived at 641 Commercial
Street for many years with my
family. The charm of this street
has always given me pleasure,
it has atfracted many to live or
visit here . . . . how can we sit
by and watch it ruined.

Sincerely yours,
Edythe B. Anderson.

.
A 1000 Miles
From Michigan

Editor, The Advocate:—

I strongly urge the adoption
of the zoning amendment which
will increase residential zoning
and restrict the indiscriminate
development of motels in Prov-
incetown. As a property owner
and Summer resident there is no
question that the unplanned com-
mercial development of the Prov-
incetown waterfront will be
harmful in the long run to both
Summer and permanent residents.

One travels a thousand miles
from Michigan to Provincetown in
order to escape the faceless
American wvacation community.
The preservation of the physical
appearance and architectural in-
tegrity off the Provincetown
wateriront are important in pro-
viding our families with the kind
of Summer they want.

Sincerely yours,
Paul Lowinger, M. D.
2170 Iroquois Street
Detroit 14, Michigan
and
655 Commercial Street
Provincetown, Massachusetts.

To The Committee For The ]
Preservation Of Provmcetown\

Editor, The Advocate:—

During the past several years
we have heard rumors of plans
for the construction of motels in
the East End of Provincetown on
the waterfront.

This beautiful and quaint old
residential section would not be
improved by motel buildings not
in harmony with Provincetown
scenery. It would no longer be
a section of homes, but rows of
motels built by financiers not at-
tracted by the beauty of the town
but by the chance to make a pro-
fitable investment.

Motels in the town limits will
probably bring in more tax money
but they will cause Provincetown
to be less interesting to perma-

nent Summer home owners and

artists whom our merchants, car-
penters, plumbers, etc., depend
for business.

Mrs. Carroll and myself are
registered voters in Povincetown,
but unfortunately will be unable
to be present at the Town Meet-
ing on March 9th. We therefore
take this opportunity to urge our
many friends of the last 25 years
to vote for the Zoning changes
the Planning Board will put be-
fore the Meeting.

Let us now stand together and
cast a winning vote for the Prov-
incetown of the future.

Our best wishes for success.

Sincerely yours,
Frank J. Carroll.
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LPs Not Spoil It!

Ed.ltgx; The Advocote:—

LMy ¢ gb,usband and I smcerely
hope and. pray that the vote on
March .9 will be for re-zoning, in
lorder to prevent motels from
ibeing built, in the residential
thickly settled part of Province-
town. »

We were married in the town
in 1931, and sincte then have
spent many happy days through-
out the years, with our children,
grondchildren and friends. We
own a house whtich my  grand-
parents. bought in the late 1800’s.
We love the characteristic nar-
. TQW, _streets and attractive little
| houses many with lovely gardens.

Motels are fine things in their
,pla.ce, bu,t 'it doesn’t seem to us
that the place for them is crowd-
led into the midst of the resi-
| dential dlstrlct

Let’s preserve the quaint and
|distinctive flavor and atmos-
phere which' we and so many
‘others have enjoyed for so many
|years. When new buildings are
planned let’s have them in keep-
|ing with what we already have.
{We have a really unique town
— let’s not spoil it! :

‘ Sincerely yours,

‘, Mrs. Ernest G. Gebelein
93 Longmeadow Road
Taunton, Mass.

Motel Operalors
Miss The Point

Editor, The Advocate

vincetown for several years, who
intended to return annually, I
should express my alarm at the
prospect of solid strings of mo-
tels leapfrogging in three direc-
tions from the new construction
at Kendall Lane.

Save for some members of the

building trade, it is hard to see
who will profit from ruining the
East End atmosphere. Any mo-
tel operator realizes that a viable
Summer industry must depend on
maintenance of the Cape Cod at-
mosphere of relaxation.

To say zoning must yield to
progress, and an increase in the
tax rolls is to miss the point.
Motels can only prosper with the
art colony and the Provincetown
way of life.

In the Provincdtown detting, .

the motels can encroach on the
East End only by de-magnetizing
the lure on which they must bank.
All interested sectors must un-
ite to shelter the Provincetown
way of life from antagonistic,
}ugh turn-over operations unsfav-
|orable to relaxed, carefree living.
The motel operators will them-
selves oppose mew entries. Will
Provincetown stand by until the
turning point is reached?
Yours truly,
Hubert Margolieg
2800 Woodley Rd., N. W.
Washington 8, D. C.

As a Summer vacationer at Pro- |

Because If Is So Different

Editor, The Advocate,

Time is runnmg out and the
Town Meeting is at hand. I fer—
vently hope that everyone who
loves Provincetown and is con-
cerned for her future will be at
that meeting to cast his vote for
the new zoning code.

How many of us have not had
the experience of having iguests
who fall in love with Province-
(town at first sight. And when
lasked why invariably respond:

“Because it is so different. TIts
not like any other town in Am-
erica.”

In this age of conformity how
jcan we sacrifice this - tiny, but
| valuable outpost of individualism?
! Sincerely yours,

[ Mrs. J. Robert Whelan
‘ 31 Concord Ave.
J Combridge, Mass.

For 19 Summers!

Editor, The Advocate:—

This letter is addressed mainly
to the large number of people
who live in Provincetown and
whose ancestors came here from
Portugal and the Azores. I have
visited Portugal several times. I
Lkave seen its beautiful seashore,
its quaint delightful villages, and
its pleasant happy, and easy
way of life.

Why do I spend my Summers
in Provincetown? Why have I
and my family been coming here
continuously for nineteen Sum-
mers with only one interruption?
Because its bay, its seashore and
1ts dunes have the beauty and
' the serenity of the land of your
fathers; because Provincetown it-
self retains the unspoiled charm
of the Old World; and mostly be-

cause I love the people living
here. The blessing of the fleet
with all jof its festive color
brings back some of the folklore
of old Portugal.

I know that all of you who have
the good fortune of living here
in Provincetown want to preserve
the town as it is and has been. I
am sure that you do not desire
the beautiful bay to be spoiled
by the erection of motels on its
shore, as we realize that this
would mean the end of the
Provincetown that we all know
and love. It would never be the
same: again. Those of us who
have our homes here, where we
hope to retire some day, will
have to leave and search for an-
| other place.

The Town Tax Collector has
reported that well over 50% of
the taxes collected to support
Provincetown come from the out-
of-town residents. Many among
us are artists, which is considered
to be an unpm'tant attraction for
tourists as well as being a great
cultural asset to the town and
a very positive and healthy in-
fluence for the new generations
growing up.

We cannot vote but we beg you
and your friends to come to the
Town Meeting at Town Hall on
the night of March 9th and vote
for the rezonmg and the building
code.

Sincerely yours,
Suzanne F. Sinaiko

115 Central Park West,
New York 23, N. Y.

—_—

Editor, The Advocate, f
At the Town Meeting to be held

If Small Homes Go! }

‘on Monday, March 9, proposed

zoning chamges will be considered
which, if passed, will prevent the
erection of motels in certain resi-
dential zones in Provincetown.

My wife, Elinor C. Gerould,
owner of the property at 470 Com-
mercial Street, and I favor these
changes. The house has been in
my wife’s family ever since it
was built by Captain Alfred Cook
and all of my family are very
much attached to it. Its attrac-
tion would be largely destroyed
if motels are permitted to replace
the old homes.

Provinctown is attractive to its
residents, non-resident home own-
ers and Summer visitors because
of the beauty of its location and
its historic charm. If the latter
is not preserved, I can safely pre-
(dict that the public will no long-
er be attracted to the town. Other|
old towns, such as Nantucket,
recugmzmg this as true ,have
itaken measures far more restric-
i tive than zoning to maintain their
character.

The old, residential sections of
the town and the voters who live
in those sections have everything
to gain in preserving the interg-
rity of these areas. The value of
a small house and lot will de-
crease if nearby land is occupied
by a motel, and certainly no re-
sponsible voter wishes to have
many old homes destroyed to
make room for a number of mo-
tels.

There is an abundance of land
in Provincetown suitable and
available for motel construction
and it should be used for that
purpose and the old homes should
be preserved. The voter who be-
lieves that he may be offered a
fancy price for his home by a pro-
moter should ask himself a few
questions. Where would my fam-
ily go if I sold the home? What
effect would the sale have upon
my neighbors? Do I want Prov-
incetown to be given over to mo-
tels and other commercial enter-
prises? What do I want Prov-
incetown to be ten years from
now?

Thoughtful answers to these
questions must convince a voter
that his vote should be in favor
of the proposed zoning changes.
May I respectfully urge that the
vote be YES?

Richard D. Gerould
14 Brown Street

Cambridge, Mass.

Destroying The Character

ar

Of The Town 3|

Editor, The Advocate:— ‘

As a long time resident of
Provincetown I approve of the
| re-zoning amendment in the Town
warrant. It seems to me that the
citizens of Provincetown have

beentolerant — even careless —
in' their attitude  toward the in-
creasing commercialism in t‘he

.,Summer .business is 1mportamt
to: the Town . economy, but, 'in
.changing the traditional charac-
ter of thelTown, we are destroy-
ing the #thing that has attracted
{peopletotheendoiﬂlecapeﬂor
| SO many years.

: smcerely yours, '
| fue Marion ‘Cook :
(ﬂrs Lauren Cook)




Try To Preserve
Our Heritage

‘Editor, The Advocate:—

I've been reading with miich |
interest the many letters you've!

published on motels, changing the

town, etec. .So much hag' been

said, and so well that it is need~
less to say the same things over
again. I would like to add that

Mr. Chysler has preserved . the.

church which is a beautiful land-
mark. Across the street is the
lovely MEWS. Two years ago,
and last year I talked to the
owner of the MEWS. Heré is
|an example of someone from oiit'
of town who has created a lovely
area without destroying what
was there previously. By day
it’s a lovely spot, and by night
it shines like a jewel box. Prov-
incetown could use more people
with such taste.

I'm a walker. At least three
 times a day I walk through town
at different times. I stop to see
the lovely pictures between the
houses — a stretch of beach —
a few boats — children — the
sand and the sea. Three miles
of it. An unbroken view. Who
would want to obstruct it?
Every year I meet French
people in town. I ask them the
same question. Is ‘Provincetown
like St. Tropez. “Of course —

one narrow street stretching a
Jong distance with the water
in view at all times. A mixture of
‘people — painters, writres, tour-
ists, ete. Why do you think we
come here?”

I've been taking siides from
one end of town to the other.
T’ve been afraid it will all change.
That you will build a MALL!
Nothing should interrupt the
length of Commercial Street.

I know that Provincetown
needs more revenue. But a Mall
wont do it. It seems that more
and more people are buying
houses. That shows that people
like it as it is. "Try to show people
that what they have is unique.

is nothing more loyely

than Cape Cod architecture and.

n%‘\mﬁnyversmns Try to influ-
enee;'people in preserving such
a heritage. b 0%
iWe who do not live permanent-~
ly in Provincetown have little
right or knowledge to talk abqut
the Harbor of Refuge. I do know

that if it goes in at the West

End that is the end of the love-
liest spot of all. The peace and
tranquility will be, gone. If at
all feasible it should be a part
of the center of town. But that
is a problem that will have to
be settled by 'those who are quali-
fied' and ‘who have a lot of vision.
One inore thing. What happened
to the Comfort Station at the
center of town? ‘The town hall
closes at .9 P, M. Sl
Sincerely yours,
. Frank Cassel
McKeesport, Pa.

A Renaissance
In Provincetown

Editor, The Advocate:—

Love is suspect — and good
will invites cynicism or contempt.
But I am getting older and my
hide is a bit thicker. I write this
letter because I do love Province-
town.

Some things are difficuit to
imagine. Robert Graves, the
venerable British poet is reported
(N. Y. Times) as forseeing a time
when all of the “last good hand-
made things” will be gathered
together in museums, ‘“when

metal coinage will cease and so
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will poets,” and man, at the rate
of 100 to the acre ‘“‘some above
ground, some below’” will sink
into an automated sameness.

' Or, imagine i you can, the
stress and strain that will shake
the academic world as the pre-
sent enrollment of 4,118,000 de-
'gree~-credit students rises to more
than 7 million by 1970 — an in-
crease of almost 90% in six short
years!

The hour is later than we
tkink. We have been advised
that now — NOW is the time to
adopt a philosophy toward the
machine. I want to suggest that
now — NOW is the time for all
citizens of Provincetown to give
serious consideration to the kind
of town they want to create for
their children! The winds of
change are gathering force —
and no one can deny that change
will affect Provincetown too. The
I challenge is here and now — and
I do not see how we can equate
progress with selling our birth-
right for a mess of porridge!

For the past two Summers in-
creasing numbers of tourists have
stopped me at the junction of
Standish and Cemetery Skreets
to ask me the way to Route 6.
They were in a hurry to leave
town. They complained about
the traffic jams on Commercial
Street and Bradford Street, and
they comjplained bitterly @bout
the lack of parking facilities.
Some few complained that they
were disheartened to find how
difficult it was to gain access to
the beach anywhere within town
limits. More and more tourists
within the already crowded
streets of Provincetown do not
necessarily spell progress!

Fortunate So Far

With respect to building 4 story
motels within the residential areas
of town, I can only say we have
been fortunate up to now. Lights
still glow in the windows of
homes from the East to the West
End during the dark hours of the
long Winter months. It is still
quite unlike the darkened miles
of boarded up homes and Sum-
mer cottages that exist ~row upon
drab and gloomy row during the
Winter months along roads lead-
ing into Cape May; N. J. Those
who spend their Winters in
Provincetown might well suffer
from something worse than cabin |
fever come February after a
spell of living with more and big-
ger uninhabited, darkened and
boarded up motels in their midst.
We never miss the mockingbird
until the birds have flown — and
| we’ll never realize just how im-‘
portant our harbor view is until
it has been blotted from view!

Why is it that most people with
money to invest in Provincetown
seem limited to thinking in terms
of motels? It seems to me that
those who want to build these
motels in the residential areas of
the town show little regard for
the town or for the people who
live there 12 months of the year.
More than this, they show a cyn-
ical disregard for the mnatural
assets of the town that in reality
belong to all the citizens! |

It is possible that Provincetown |
has a vast untapped source of
power which we have not yet
explored. It has a wealth of
friends! Collectively their ima-
gination their know-how, their
cooperation, their enthusiasms,
their influence with those in all
walks of life and all areas of ac-
tivity, their caring — could pro-
duce a bright future for Province-
town on a 12 months basis while
preserving for themselves a bit
of breathing and living space!

L/

To all the many friends of
Provincetown across this broad
country — 1 say it is no longer
enough to just love Pravmgetown
and to merely hope it will re-
main as it is. If you truly love
Provincetown and do indeed vy'an»t
to preserve as much of it's unique
character and charm as 1s POSSi-
ble to do, then you can no longer
remain aloof from the problems
that Dbeset this town on a 12
months basis of the year!

Collective Talents

_There are many of you bet'ter
equipped to write about the whirl-
wind of change — than IL. Change
that will affect the lives of all
of us. How we meet. the chal-
lenge will depend upon the use
we make of our collective talents.
I say that the time is here and
NOW to make a bold attempt to
face the challenge. Let us de-
clare a war on poverty! Povc_arty
of ideas, poverty of imagination,
poverty of vision! Poverty of
willl Poverty of the generous

committment to that which we

claim we love! If the citizens of

Provincetown vote to hold the

line — vote for re-zoning — this
will be just a heroic effort on
their part to keep the dam from
bursting!

There has never been a real
division between the year round
residents of Provincetown and its
Summer residents. Differences —

yes. But no worthwhile project
iin  town could have survived
without the closest cooperation
between the two groups. We need
that cooperation more than ever
today!
There will be vast expansion of
all kinds of institutions of learn-
ing — for students, trainees,
craftsmen, research, for those
with new found leisure, for those
seeking to enlarge their cultural
horizons, for those wishing to
specialize.

What more beautiful setting
— what more ideal setting for a
school of creative writing than
Provincetown?: Or a school of
drama? Perhaps some university
— desiring to break out of its
academic slump might take over
the administration of such an
accredited school in Province-
town. Everyone! Everywhere!
Make Inquiries! There are other
types of schools possible . . . .
architecture . . . . dress design-
ing . . . . a research institute? A
school for motion picture tech-
niques? What about guilds?
Guilds for the development of
the fine art of furniture making‘
— glass blowing — tapestry —
enamelling? Schools for special- |
ization? Marine Research? Gradu- |
ate schools for biological studies?
A fine arts school? A junior col-
lege? s
| A RENAISSANCE in Province-
town? Why not?

Where there is no vision the
people perish. So do communi-
ties.

The Hour Is Late

The hour is late. Sing it to
the mountains! Don’t settle for
a boarded up town to keep you
company from October to May.
Let’'s have the town humming
with life and warmth in the midst
of December! What a library we
could have! And an audience for
our band! Think of it. And
' think some more!
Friends of Provincetown —

artists, writers, doctors, lawyers,
professors, professionals and ama-

rows would write us a campaign
song? Who knows Senator Ken-
nedy? Who knows Mr. Sargent

gather your forces! Sculptors,'

teurs! Unite! Maybe Abe Bur-

Shriver? Who can do what? Who
has better ideas? Let us hear
from you. The challenge is real.
Get it into the newspapers —
magazines — on radio and tele-
vision. Provincetown, Mass. is
in the vanguard of the coming
Renaissance! = {

Those of you who think you will |
find greener pastures elsewhere-—
do not forget this is the Jet Age.
There is already a jet landing
strip on Tahiti! The world pop-
ulation is on the march. Prov-
incetown could become an oasis
—it’s up to you!

Pat (Van Dereck) Saffron

4555 Henry Hudson Parkway

Bronx 71, New York

lBest Of Provincei:éwn
‘Would Suffer

Editor, The Advocate,

I cannot fail to write for the
Provincetown Playhouse in op-
position to the proposed four-
story motel which Mr. Roman has
applied for permit to build in the
East End, and supports in the
name of progress. I wish to ad-
dress my appeal to the Town offi-
cials and to the voters and let
them know that the Playhouse
would suffer with the Art Asso-

|ciation and the Provincetown
‘Sym‘phony, with the studios, Art
’Galleries and the residents, all
who cherish what Provincetown
means as a center of artists and
writers.

| This last July brought the Play-

house evidence that when the
‘town is crowded with transients
‘many of our audience stay away
and the transients themselves are’
looking for a very different form
of entertainment.

.We heard the same from our
friends of the Art Cinema and
from some of the restaurants
and shops.

.To bring even more over-night
visitors and their cars into a town
that was built for residences not
for large motels set on a narrow
street to obscure sea and sky is
far from progress.

We can only beg the voters,
and the officials at Town Hall
who have always been our friends, |
to remember the small Playhouse
on the Wharf and the traditions
we too have hoped to maintain.
A heritage is entrusted to all of
us which if we betray will make
us in practical as well as aesthet-
ic ways the losers. The tide is
beginning to turn against des-
troying what cannot be replaced
in nature and also treasure of the |
past. Those who can still pre-
serve what made Provincetown
known and loved have an oppc)r-‘|
tunity to share in a new form of
Progress which can lead the way |
as the Provincetown artists, writ- |
ers and theatre people have d;one.1
No four-story motel can equal
that for progress.

Hopefully,
Catharine Huntington
co-manager Provincetown
Playhouse
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Change In Motel Dessign

Editor,, The Ad'vocate —
| People have sometimes asked
‘us why we are so anxious to
'change the Zoning By-Laws now
when we have had them for
|seven years without giving them
|a second thought. This is a
!good' question.
] When the present Zoning By-
»Laws were accepted in 1957
|motels on the Cape had perhaps
i ten to 20 units and were no more
‘than two stories high. That, I
'feel sure, had been the “Motel"
concept with most people until
now. But now motel designing
has changed so radically (four
stones housing 50 units or more)
\that amendments are needed to
keep pace with this change. Enor-
mous structures demand serious
icontrol in safety sanitation, fire,
|water, traffic, etc. Could any-
one have conceived of this in
19572 ]

Eventually Provincetown will
{have a Master Plan. Until then
‘the amendments to the Zoning
|By-Laws will allocate large new
buildings to land that can handle
them, and will give the small
homes in town 1'.he protection
they need.

Please vote for Articles 'TD ‘ZI
72, 73, 4.
| Barbara and Philip Malicoat

320 Bradford Street




OUR WATERFRONT --
-- OUR BLESSING

Keep Motels on the
Perimiter of Town.
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Who Cares?

Editor, The Provincetown Advo-
cate:—

'Make us a city,

'Not a small town,

' That once was so quaint,

iThat once had renown.

'Build wus tall buildings,
‘Ugly and flat;

No view of the water?
'Who cares for that!

Shut out the sky,
Chop down the trees;
Away with all beauty,
Who cares for these!

Once when we walked through
the village by day,
We could see white sails on an
amethyst bay;
The silver reflection of moon-
light by night,
We foolishly thought an inspir-
ing sight;
Or glimpses of fishing boats home
from the seas.
Who cares? There is not any
money in these.
Dorothy Moffett
Provincetown
Addnsada TWeinwaaa2a

~

T o o T L

In
Our Mall

I Care

Editor, The Advocate:—

Dorothy Moffett, you are so right

Who cares for Provincetown and
town people’s rights?

I care for the town, and what is
left ‘of the trees.

Don’t chop them down — please.

I care for the view of the water,

blue bay.

As a child, years ago, on the sands
I did play.

Happy childhood I must say —

No place like down the shore ‘for
a child to play.

When we walked by the village
by day

My father’s fishing boat we could
see,

Sailing into the bay from out to
sea,

Inspiring sight for all to see.

I hope and pray old Provincetown
will stay

As it’s supposed to be — vacation
paradise

Down by the sea a cold February
night,

1894 I was born down near the
shore

Of that quaint town of Province-
town

Captain Abner’s daughter,
Florence M. Sterry,
380 Park Street

Soughton, Mass.




This is a

REMINDER

To Keep The Zoning

As Passed Last Year

Vote AGAINST the repeals

votTE NO

On Articles 42 & 43

CITIZENS tor ZONING




The chociece ¢a

YOURS!




NOV, your “YES” vote can bring to Cape Cod . . ..

A PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
FOR BARNSTABLE COUNTY

On your ballot at the next town meeting election, will be

this REFERENDUM QUESTION —
“Shall the Selectmen of the town be requested to approve the
adoption of a petition filed in the General Court, which seeks
to create a Commission to be known as the Cape Cod Planning
and Economic Development Commission, and provides that the
County Commissioners may appropriate not more than $50,000
annually for this purpose.”

A “"YES” vote [X] will help YOU and ALL Cape Codders ! ! !
IN WHAT WAY?

The Commission will direct its attention to solving the many problems that
affect:
Real Estate Tax Rates

Personal Income

Traffic congestion

Over-crowding of land

Conservation of our “Rural Seaside Atmosphere”
the Cape’s natural charm and heritage.

Preserving the landscape and restoring it naturally.

Preserving and restoring historic homes, sites and
shrines to our famous people.

6. Provide better job opportunities for our young people.

U 00 10

WE HAVE TALKED ABOUT THESE THINGS FOR DECADES —
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT.



Suggestion by the Executive Secretary of the Cape Cod Chamber of
Commerce, Norman H, Cook =- 196l

AN ECONOMIC APPROACH TO LAND USE

Investigation, research, planning and study is needed on a number

of uses now being made of Cape Cod's land and on many proposed and re-
quired future uses.

The approach must be from a practical angle-~the economic effect
of the uses. Are they in the best interests of the Community? Do the

uses produce the greatest possible number of good job opportunities?

Take as an example~-="strip zoning"--the obvious detriments, are
traffic obstacles, and depressed real estate values immediately
ad jacent to the "strip."

How can a price tag be put upon these conditions?

Route 28 from Hyannis to Chatham is the most talked about. A
beginning should be made here, by selecting a sizeable area--perhaps
2 miles or more in length.
| An assessor's type map must be prepared listing the commercial
and other uses now in existence, Then the annual tax return can be
computed,

Next a census or inventory of jobs and payrolls and their

economic value to the community,

Then the income to the owners and investors must be determined.
With this information the cost of eliminating all buildings and
Current uses can be determined. In some areas along this highway the

cost could be several millions of dollars,

Restoring the "rural seaside atmosphere" in these areas would
have some value if only intangible. But also a real value could be
placed on it by further studying how much new value is created on the
land in the vicinity, when the "Rural Seaside Atmosphere" is restored.

Additional value would be obtained because traffic flow would
increase and become safer. The price tag here can be compared to the

cost of creating a new parallel highway, adding the loss of value on



O
the land taken for the new highway.

The new vacant land so created could be planned for the highest
and best use-~be it open spaces, resorts, dwellings, or planned loca-
tions for commercial centers to serve the former and new customers to
be attracted.

This can all be done on paper, without disruption of the present
uses. Once the cost/benefit ratio has been established and a financing
plan arranged it can be presented to the town meeting for consideration.

If adopted, priorities would be set-up for implementing the plan,
As most of the uses on this highway now involve commercial enterprises
and resorts, new locations for these would be prepared first and the
moves planned in advance to cause the least possible interruption of
service, jobs and income.

It may be thought that traffic conditions would not be improved,
as most of the traffic generating users would be relocated in the same
general areas. Traffic flow would improve because the number of inter=-
sections would be reduced--perhaps as much as 100 to l=-~traffic
experts estimate that for every opening in the curb=--traffic flow at
that point is reduced 25%. |

Restoration of the "Rural Seaside Atmosphere" in the towns and
villages carrying out such a plan would result in putting an end to
the charges of "honky tonkism.," It would substantially increase real
estate values in the vicinity of the highway, bringing to these
communities more high income "second home" owners--thereby creating
valuable consumers for the commercial interests in the town or village.

Resort owners would find that a high percentage of their guests
would become valuable "returnees"~--instead of "rollers." As condi-
tions are now, about 1/2 of all our vacationers do not return the
following year=--in many cases because they do not find, the Cape Cod
image, they are seeking.

The information needed to correct and eliminate "strip zoning"
is one of the more compelling reasons for establishing a County

Economic Development and Planning Commission., Towns can of course

do this separately, but the condition exists withocut regard to
boundaries and the principal once estahlished can be applied in all

towns where it now prevails,

FHH#H
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Tewn %ell
frovineelown, Haos.
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sumser resident sai S..the shert-term tourist. Vest of the loesl businessuen whe
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a® incenss Any excessive aver-belsnce #u:!::‘ third seurce i golng to wips esvt the
town v o yesrersund commnitye. Tertumstely for theee o us whe live here twelve
mentis & the yeer, it is still e yesrersund commmity. Ve de net have te regard =
ghest eliy nine senths »” the yesre. Ye ure sble t» enjoy snd appreciste the heritsge
whish Ged hes given wue snd the pessle of Provineetswn huve sfeveleped ever a peried «f
WEOY YOLrse

“ithin the frauewerk of these three ssureee o inceme whieh I have srevieously
sentiensd, there is resm for a great desl of develesment. The Pishing induetry will
receive & tromendous boset frem the Perthesming Harber of Refuge and the growth snd
subsidizing of the fishing induetry 2e s whele thresughout the netien will mest cere
tainly be reflected heore. An industry whieh still brings in ever s millien snd = balf
dollare 8 yesr te the town is net dead. Further, s geed weriiay eeeperstive wonld
«seiet greetly in besting the priecs squeeze snd merketing sreblems eof ths fisherzene
There heve been several sttempts st forming o cespsretive and it ies #tlill within the
recla of peseibility that such a ceepsrative sould be esteblished with grest bens®it
te the Pisheruen and the town es & whele. |

The summer residents ferm a secend lirge segment o sur supperiing esensay. “Thess
sasple sre drawn frouw weny walie of life and ere willing and setive in eentributiag
te the needs ef the towne It is frem thess, thet maay steres snd services rsceive
their nesded suspert th-t extends from esrly ssring until late fall, oPten the
Christwss esassne Yithim this greup ere meny artists snd srefsssionsl persens. Thet
is why | have exsressed the view thei e ¥erking Cester for the irts usy sewmsday be
& reslity here. ay this, I mean, net sn undergraduste institutioen but e senter Fer
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e yesrersund besis, sueh an institutien would reeuire the uesded geede end servicee

of leesl business sod guntribute Lo the aver-all wellekeing ¢” the residents.
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sddressed thie letteor te yom in the siungere Repe that it will e &f sous anhtamio

in helping you te form a reunied judgement of eur cemmunity.

Very finserely,

Jesuphine Vel lee
Atkins-deye fewd
Coplen tes

"The Frovincetown Adveesie®
*The Sew Nescen”



PAGE TEN

AN OPEN LETTER TO
THE INHABITANTS OF PROVINCETOWN

This is an appropriate time to express our thanks to
the citizens of Provincetown and to the Summer residents
who so earnestly supported the movement last Winter
for improved Zoning regulations.

A great deal has been accomplished, but we dare not
relax. There are those who are already seeking to cir-
cumvent the few new Zoning regulations that we have.
We must therefore be vigilentt

Let it be known, that we will continue our studies of
Zoning and our quest for betterment in this direction.

Let it be known, that we will carefully observe requests

for variances so that justifiable cases and hardship cases
will not be denied their relief, but that those which im-
pinge on other property rights and are in direct conflict
with the law will also be carefully examined with a view
toward making appropriate protests.
Let it be known, that further efforts to despoil our com-
munity by invoking specious legal loopholes will receive
close and careful scrutiny by our group and our own
counsel with a view toward resorting to legal action if
necessary.

We appeal to all voting citizens of our Town and to our
Summer residents to give their continued weight and
sustenance to our movement.

Why do we muster this intensity of effort? Because
this is the Town that we love and because it is worth
saving from insensitive encroachments. We must be vig
ilent! e

We invite you to express your. support by letters and
- by mailing contributions to . .

THE COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF
PROVINCETOWN



Roman Gets Green
Light For Motel

The legal way was cleared last
week for Robert Roman to proceed
with construction of Surfside Arms
Motor Inn on the site of the form-
er Seascape House in the East
End. Estimated cost of the build-
ing is $225,000, Mr. Roman saia
in making the announcement that
Town Counsel Maurice Goldman’s
legal opinion gave him the green
light to go ahead with construc-
tion.

His permit was suspended on
October 28, pending submitting of
drawings having full approval of
a registered engineer or architect.
His right to build was further
questioned by the Committee for
the Preservation of Provincetown,
a newly organized group, which
seeks zoning changes to prohibit
such construction in town. Inm
making its case thisggréup cited
a hearing held by the Province-
town Planning Board, October 22
saying the notice of the hearing
had been publishea October 9, and
building permits issued subsequent
to this date would place Mr. Ro-
man and others seeking to build
large motels in the position of pro-|
ceeding at their peril.

However, notice of hearing ac-
tually was published one day short
of the required 14 days, thus in-
validating the hearing, according
to Town Counsel’s Goldman opin-
ion. Inasmuch as Mr. Roman had
complied with the building inspec-
tor’s request that approval of his
plans be by a professional engi-
neer, and filed with the building
inspector, Town Counsel advised
that the suspension could not hold,
and furthermore stated that in-
asmuch as there had been no valid
hearing, and the statutes reguire
one for a zoning by-law amend-
ment, Mr. Roman was, in his
opinion, within his rights to pro-
ceed.

On the strength of this opinion
Fernando Gonsalves, Building In-
spector for the Town, released
the permit to Mr. Roman, and he
wag further granted a permit by
the Selectmen to extend a leach-
ing pipe to a field across a town
highway in order to comply with
specifications of the Board of]
Health regarding the cesspool and
leach field distances from the
building.




A STATUS REPORT ON THE
PROVINCETOWN ZONING LITIGATION

The Petition

On April 23, 1964 a petition was filed in the Barnstable
Superior Court on behalf of Mary A. Campbell, Raymond E. Rice,
Harriet D. Adams, Abram Burrows and Ethel DuPont, five members
of the Committee for the Preservation of Provincetown seeking to
have the Building Inspector of Provincetown enforce the new zoning
code by halting construction of Mr. Robert Roman's motel on the
site of the former Seascape House on COmmeréial Street.

The petitioners: argued, in substance, that the zoning by law
adopted at the Town Meeting on March 9, 1964 was applicable; that
the motel did not comply with it; that Roman was not exempt from
compliance by his permit issued March, 1963, because he had failed,
as required by statute, to commence construction work within six
months after its issue.

The case was advanced for speedy trial and was tried before

Judge Coddaire in June, 1964 for four days.

The Decision

On December 18, 1964 Judge Coddaire filed a thirteen page
decision upholding petitioners' main contention. The decision
concluded:

"The law feduires that Mandamus should issue ordering the

Building Inspector of the Town of Provincetown to revoke the
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permit issued to Roman for the motel, and to forbid and prevent
any further construction of the motel if construction has not
been completed.

The equities of the case warrant and make it appropriate
that in the alternative Roman be allowed to renovate and remodel
his motel to bring it into harmony and compliance with the Zoning
Law as amended in 1964." The Judge then ordered the...''Respon-
dent Building Inspector of the Town of Provincetown to enforce
‘the Zoning Laws of the Town of Provincetoﬁn as amended in March
1964 to compel the Respondent Robert Roman to comply there-
with; and that pending compliance that the respondent Roman be
enjoined from making use of the motel building.'

Immediately following the decision Roman is reported to have
announced publicly that it would be impossible to remodel the

motel, and that he would appeal to the Supreme Judiéial Court.

The Appeals

On December 23, 1964 Roman's attorney commenced proceedings
to appeal, to obtain a new trial and to have the injunction
lifted until the case is finally decided by the Supreme Judicial
Court, which may not occur until May or June 1965 at the earliest.

To protect their rights and to ensure that all issues are
presented to the Supreme Judicial Court the petitioners on

January 6, 1965 filed a cross Appeal. They also filed a motion
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to continue the injunction in effect during the appeal to forbid
Roman from using the motel in any manner.

Qur attorneys have been told by Town Counsel that neither
Provincetown nor its Building Inspector will appeal.

On January 6, 1965 Bass River Savings Bank, Brockton Savings
Bank, and Worcester North Savings Institution, stated to be
Roman's mortgage lenders, filed motions: (1) to intervene; (2)
for a new trial; .(3) for leave to appeal; and (4) for a stay of
execution.

Judge Coddaire has stated that he will hear the wvarious
motions on January 21, 1965.

An appeal to a higher court is a time consuming process.

The parties must secure a transcript of all testimony taken at
the trial; prepare the printed record of evidence to be presented
i to the Supreme Judicial Court; prepare briefs and'reply briefs,
and, finally, present oral argument’before the Court.

The relief sought by the petitioners and decreed by Judge
| Coddaire could have left little doubt that an appeal would be
taken by Mr. Roman. Undoubtedly he has substantial financial
commitments at stake. The petitioners' interest in the integrity
of Provincetown Zoning while less tangible is no less substantial
to them and to all who have worked to advance this cause. We are

cautiously optimistic of its final outcome.

The Committee for the
Preservation of Provincetown

\/\/2, how J\cwe LOQQO’ 7%} ',:)\& QJOO ‘L/- )’Y')OTI Ons Wt d&mEd 1/1”*5 j?&

Qhaq al'so H\&ﬁu?:owzg moTIOk_, 7‘0 Cﬁh‘}?nu I'n kmd’:oq,\, dwy, fle

Thes means, flat Hlatfle mdfe) can @UD@@E Shils it T)Q gvﬁozimﬁ Cowef ccmsdazs
%mciRE H ¢ ks Baazfaam JVfoJ z‘coc.)'



; did not oppose openly or in print other
7 proposed motel, ‘when it came about

| cannot be expected to leave the area
| open so that a view of the harbor will

EDITORIALLY SPEAKING

Whether we like it or not, all legal ¢
obstacles to the construction of the
Surfside Motor Inn on the shore side| .
at the site of the former Seascape
House is going ahead, following an
opinion made last Tuesday by town!
counsel. Permits have been returned’
to him, and the Board of Selectmen
have granted the owner, Robert Ro-
man, a permit to extend a leaching
pipe across Commercial Street because
the land on the side where he was to|-
build could not comply with specifica-
tions of the board of health regarding|.
cesspool and leach field distances from
the proposed building. The town is|-
satisfied, the building inspector is satis-
fied and several of the town’s year
round resident taxpayers have also ex-
pressed satisfaction with the project.
Opposition has come from some who do
not live in the area, and from hastily
drawn up committees and groups, who

building in the general area of the

several years ago. The owner certainly

be there for all to see. You don’t buy
land for that purpose, unless you are
awfully rich or awfully foolish. We
know he is neither, and must make the
best profit he can from his investment.
Undoubtedly there will always be op-
position to progress, and thosé who will

‘| object to it wherever it is proposed and

for whatever reason it may be pro-
posed. Mr. Roman expects to be open
for business in April. We wish him

good luck.
* % *




NEW BEACON

Association Criticizes
Town Manager

At the monthly meeting of the Prov-
incetown Civic Association, held in the
Parish House of the Church of St.
Mary of the Harbor last Wednesday, a
prolonged series of opinions were given
over the matter of the town manager.
Among the complaints aired were
these: failure to get out the town report
until so close to the annual meeting
that citizens had no time to confer and
study it; telling the local printeries
that if they did it, it must be back in 2
or 3 days; the fairly incredible refusal
to put the now-famous 4 articles in the
warrant; the placing of parking meters
between the wharfs instead of the
gates as so voted upon; the rumor that
the manager is away from Thursdays
to Mondays so that half the week the
town is without a manager (the mem-
bers believed that the reasons he gave
were not sufficient); the failure to
erect warnings, night and day where
the construction firm in the Seascape
Motel has destroyed the sidewalk; the
jumping up of ratings in the pay plan
in the street department instead of
waiting out the definite terms—this
must not be done before certain time
has elapsed. Fear was expressed that
all this might well lead to the eradica-
tion of the town manager form of gov-
ernment. The secretary, S. Osborn
Ball, said if this happened, we would
revert to the dark ages because quali-
fied selectmen who knew how to
handle the manifold details of so large
a corporation certainly could not be
found—or if found, would not run.

Fear was expressed over the digging
out of the beach below both mean and
low water by Robert Roman. This has
at least temporarily created an artifi-

cial depth of three or more feet which |

means that the waves in a southerly
storm will be raised by that much.

It was voted to ask both the National
Park and the State what the true legal
status is of the following town areas:

The plot north of town hall where the
large plaque is and which at a former
time was kept in nice condition for the
thousands who throng the area taking
pictures of it.

The westerly side of the road leading
from the monument back to Bradford
Street which offers nothing but an un-
sightly jungle and mess and which no
one seems concerned with.

Hopes are expressed that summer
rental agents would avoid renting to
groups of young ones who come with-
out housekeepers, withcfit responsibil-
ity and who depend on local jobs for
the rent . It was believed that agents
should give up a commission than
bring such destruction and rent-
evasion and hoodlumism on the town.




Town Asked to Vote New Standards
Ban on Trailers, Tents

For Motels,

BY DONALD WALSH
Cape Cod Standard-Times Staff Writer

HYANNIS, Feb. 22 — A year
or so ago a Barnstable planning
board meeting was thrown into
a minor tizzy when town planning
consultant John Blackwell, of Bos-
ton, admitted he was unable to
come up with a concise answer
to the query, ‘“What is a motel?”

The question arose during dis-
cussion of the zoning revamp,
then in its infancy, which will go
before town meeting voters week
after next.

The board was trying to distin-
guish between lodging and board-
ing houses, cottage colonies,
cabin complexes, hotels and other
overnight-or-longer accomodations
which happened to be situated
along well-traveled highways.

No brief description of a motel
has yet been forthcoming from
Mr. Blackwell, or anyone else,
but contained in this year's pro-
posed Zoning Article 71 are about
300 well-chosen words setting forth
requirements any motel built in
the Town of Barnstable will have
to meet after acceptance of the
by-law.

New Requirements

In the first place, no .motels
may be constructed anywhere in
the town except the greater Hy-

annis area, Route 132 (Highway
Business district), downtown
(Central business district) and
around the Hyannis Harbor-Lewis
Bay waterfront in a specified area
designated a Marine Business
district.

In all or any of these districts
at least two acres of land must
be provided with a street access
frontage of at least 200 feet.
Around the edges of the plot there
must be a 20-foot planted border
on which parking is forbidden and
driveways prohibited except those
leading from a bordering street
to the motel proper.

No part of any building on the
property can be closer that 50 feet
to the front, sides and rear of
the plot and no more than 25 per-
cent of the lot, or group of lots,
comprising the motel property
shall be built on.

Height of buildings is limited
to two-and-one-half stories or 35
feet.

Paved off-street parking spaces
shall be provided on motel prop-
erty at the ratio of one car for
each rental sleeping’ room. If

restaurants, conference rooms or
similar convention or assemblage
facilities are part of the motel
operations paved parking spaces

at the rate of one for each four

restaurant or other seats will be

required. j
Minimum Parking

Obviously, parking areas will
vary in size but in every case at
least 200 square feet of paved
area must be provided exclusive
of driveways and easily acces-
sible,

Added to these strictly zoning
requirements, of course, are rigid
specifications laid down by the
building inspector, Board of
Health, State sanitation and safety
authorities and other agencies
having to do with size of bed-
rooms, number of bathrooms,
swimming pool requirements, etc.

From the foregoing it seems
clear that finding a brief defini-
tion of a motel is no easy task.
They range from a ‘hotel without
a lobby where you carry your
own luggage” to many non-flat-

tering descriptions and a few
others many might deem color-
ful, or even racy.

However, to the Barnstable
Planning Board, as set forth in
Article 71, a motel is a non-tall
building with bedrooms on a two-
acre lot with plenty of paved off-
street parking spaces. Any ques-

tions?

Sk i 2




320 Bradford Street
Provincetown, Mass.
February 20, 196}

Senator Edward Kennedy
Senate Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Kennedy:

The Town of Provincetown, first landing place of the
Pilgrims, is facing a crisis as the result of the Cape Cod
National Seashore Park. :

large motel syndicates are beginning to buy property for
four story, fifty unit structures in a primarily residential
section of town. The present lax Zoning Fy-laws allow this.
Amendments to these Ey-laws are being presented to the voters
by the Planning Foard at the fown Meeting on March 9th, and a
two-thirds majority vote will be necessary to make them
effective. Many of the townspeople, feeling the burden of
an already high tax rate, welcome any building anywhere in
town which promises greater tax income. They do not fore-see
that such constructions in the heart of this New England fish~-
ing village will ruin ia% charm, bring impossible traffic and
fire hazzards because of its narrow streets, and drive away
the many artists and summer residents who cherish Provincetown
and have been the backbone of its economy for generations.

Our Committee has been waging a campaign through letters
and the press to urge the citizens to vote for these By-law
changes so that the homes in town will be safeguarded and the
undeveloped land at the edge of town along Route 6 will be
used by the large motels accommodating the Park visitors. We
are meeting with strong opposition from influencial quarters.

Knowing of your deep interest in preserving the historic
Cape towns and of your concern that the Park should be an asset
and not a liability to these towms we are asking if you would
state your feelings in a letter which could be read at the
Town Meeting March 9th. If this is possible it will be of
inestimable value to our cause. Any help that you can give
us in this emergency will be deeply appreciated.

Very sincerely yours,

Committee for the Preservation of Provincetown, 196k
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February 27, 1964

Miss Barbara H. Malicoat
320 Bradford Street
Provincetown, Massachusetts

Dear Miss Malicoat:

Thank you for your letter of February twentieth.
I can understand your concern in this matter, however, ;2
feel that as I am not a resident of the Town of Province-
town and this is a local matter it would be improper for
me to express my opinion.

While I appreciate the opinions which you have

expressed, I would respect the votes of the citizens of
Provincetown regarding the bylaws which govern their area.

o # / : 7
Edward M. Kennedy - ;:




