
RUMOR HAS IT that proposed radical architectural 
changes in the East End have cause d a small tempest of op- 
position to erupt in the neighborhood. According to the story,' 
Robert Roman of the Seascape House is read to go ahead 
with the colossal project of moving five buil ings from his 
premises and setting them down on his land at the East End 
of Bradford Street near Howard. Johnson's Restaurant. Then, 
so the story goes, he plans to construct. a 4-story motel where 
the Seascape House is now and a 3-story motel opposite 
on the beach where the swimming pool is now located. Neigh-: 
bors are said to be concerned over the threat to their resi- 
dential-type neighborhood and the threat to the traditional 
atmosphere of the town with the building of commercial type 
structures of large. size. It . is  reported that petitions are 
being circulated and that. many signaures are protesting the 
proposed construction and appealing for protection, Never- 
theless, it is reported that. Mr. Roman's revolutionary ' pro- 
posals do not violate. existing' zoning by-laws, which set no 
limitations on how ' . I  high .a, building may be constructed. 
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To The Families Of Provincetown 

A crisis i s  facing you at Town Meeting this March 9th. Your homes and the very fabric 
of the community life for your children i s  at stake. A town of homes i s  a family town, a 
safe town. a beautiful town. Growth in a town should never be allowed to imperil its homes. 
That i s  why the Amendments in the Zoning By-Laws are so necessary this year. If passed 
they w i l l  have the following results: 

a) Present neighborhoods will remain intact so that children can play and grow 
up in a community of homes. 

b) New motels will be encouraged to build on NEW LAND at the edge of town. The 
same townspeople wi l l  have the same employment by these motels no matter where they 
build, so there i s  no hardship to anyone there. 

c) Children of this and coming generations will be assured that their home, their 

be protected and preserved. This precious heritage is becoming increasingly rare in our 
country with i ts  sprawling cities and its many un-zoned Summer resorts that become ghost 
towns for nine months of the year. 

heritage a town of national historic importance in a setting of unsurpassed beauty will 

Families by nature take the long view, an d planned growth through foresight is a. 
To fail to plan now when enormous constructive, life-giving blessing to a community. 

changes confront this town will bring chaos and blight into your very neighborhood. 

The proposed Zoning By-Law Amendments DO NOT PROHIBIT the building of 
motels which promise Summer employment to so many to- ple and such large tax re- 
turns, they ONLY propose placing the motels on undeveloped land of which Provincetown 
has over 200 acres. In so doing motel taxes become NEW TAXES while the homes and 
businesses already in town will continue to bring in THEIR FULL SHARE of the tax 
dollars. In this way the present economy will be maintained, the neighborhoods will keep 
their homes, and NEW LAND wi l l  be opened up for the new building boom. 

Until we get our Master Plan and Zoning By-Law Amendments GUARANTEE a town 
of homes for your children and the highest tax revenue for your town. 

Please Vote For Articles 70, 71, 72, 73,74 





PROVINCETOWN 1980 
MANY OF US have read "Cape Cod 1980", a report  prepared by the 

ciates in Providence, Rhode prominent firm of Bla 
Massachusetts Department of Commerce, the Barnstable 
missioners, and the Cape Cad Economic Development Council. 

THIS REPORT makes it very clear indeed khat we may expect rapid 
Cape Cod, changes due to population growth, more income, 
e time, and for us maybe most of all, the impact of the 

or the future, a future that can 

National Park. 

NO TIME can be lost to pr 
be rewarding for all of us if 

WE NEED A M 
W E  NEED it very badly to guide us 

we have such a plan we must prevent mi 
etown has a very s 
States. It is our very own asset in the ever-increas- 

Tourist Dollar. Right at this time, however, the 
construction of several large motels is being planned in predominantly 
residential areas. In agreement with the report of Blair Associates we 
are confident that any future Master Plan would propose the location of 
new motels and hotels on the periphery of the town. We simply cannot 

already existing. Nor .should we permit outside interests to 
ster motels in residential areas without consideration for their neigh 

THE WARRANT for the next Town Meeting will contain pro 
changes in our Zoning By-laws. We urge all citizens to study these 

the traffic congestion, t o  the fire hazard, to the sewage probl 

the €"reservati* of Provinc 



It is obvious that the accelera 
pace of modern travel is bringing 
evitable changes to Provincetown, 
so it is perhaps unrealistic to regre 
the passing of this beautiful shore 
front lawn which has graced and 

Its replacement by a motel, however, 
granted by the town, will be one mor 
instance of the desire to build withi 
the present limits of our already con 
gested town large accommodations fo 
the tourists and visitors to the Na 
ional Park. Does it not seem ironic 
that the character and b e a u t y  Prov 

sees the importance o 
haracter and beauty o 

should be accommodat 

facing our town. 
Things are changing rapidly. Canno 

we, the citizens, be given the oppor 
tunity to vote on the kind of town 
wish to see evolve before it is too la 

Sincerely yours, 
Barbara H. Malicoat 
320 Bradford Street 

TO The Editor:- 

n this matter a 

paragraph is quoted from a lett 

63. Ohapter 4 

of such hearing. Therefore, 

sued subsequent to October 
the owner would proceed 
peril to construct the b 
prior to the town meeting 

changed, any structures buil 
reliance on post October 9, 
building permits would be in 
lation of the zoning law and c 
be required to be removed.” 

The Building Inspector and the 
Town Counsel have seen this let- 
ter and their full cooperation in 
this matter is confidently expected. 

Also in Chapter 40A, Section 
II of the Massachusetts General 
Laws it is interesting to note that 



we want. 
people! 

The audacity of som 
Who put them up on a 

be impossible to show a 
Common sense will also tell 
the best sites cost the most m 

A few years ago a zoning ordi- 
nance was passed by a majority 
vote. Under this ordinance during 
1963-64 three motels have been 
started and three other motels are 
being delayed by this, group, The 
total, cost of construction of these 

$1,000,000. On the basis of the 
new proposed tax rate the Town 
of Provincetown would gain ap- 
proximately $36,000 per year. With 
this additional income requests for 
raises by municipal employees, po- 
lice officers and teachers could be 
met without any difficulty. With- 
out new motel construction how 
could Provincetown afford new 
improvements and services? The 
following are only a few of the 
major improvements and services 
that we will have to provide in the 
near future. 

1. Because of the new State 

very. short while. The law will 
not allow the construction of any 
new cesspools septic tanks, as well 
as a large leaching area which 
will have to be provided. This 

y will have gained its objec- 

I 



_-- rims improvement 

Editor, The Advocate:- 
Mr. Roman wants Provincetown 

to “grow,” declaring that his pro- 
posed “high rise” motel will rep- 
resent yet another step in the 
great American dream of growth 
and expansion. He has a power- 
ful argument. We Americans are 
nurtured on the thesis that ex- 
pansion and bigness signal profit 

To the Editor:- 

ng most everywhere in the 
United States. 

Yet most of us who li 
Summer in Provincetown 
that Provincetown differs 
other towns in the U. S. 

spending as much time 
up. Provincetown has a 58 Bradford Street. 

I maintain that there 

we now have. 

desirable visitor we want 

f, she certainly has 
e. We have recently see 



that now faces the town, nam 
the proposed new zoning laws. 

It is well known to all of us 

shoreline and harbor. Unless 

not immediate 
on in Provincetown 

a  skirmish between the Commit- 

seems to be most 
my knowledge is 
least 90% of the 

cars. We must 

of court and 
ternate woul 

The economic future of 

towns within the Seashore. Not 

the Secretary of the 
kind of and 



Dear Friends: 
Provincetown l e  facing a crisis. 

It  l a  inevitable that a town as beautiful as 
this should be eyed periodically by big moneyed interests 
for the lr  personal gain with no consideration for our 
citizens or summer resident. 

Several motel owners are expecting to build 
4-story structures in the East End O f  Provincetown This 
section on the present Zoning Yap is Class W, which permits 
motels. 
w i l l  also be threatened I f  restraining measures are not 
taken. 

The Planning Board i s  aware of this and has 
introduced into the Warrent for the Annual Tom Meeting, 

sed 
9th on tho  f l o o r  of Tom Hall. 

led requirements for motels will make it necessary 

A large area of Provincetown is in Class W and 

zoning changes t o  be voted on on on the night of 
Under these changes 

for them t o  b u i l d  on the outskirts of the Town where more 
land is available. 

A change in Zoning requires a 
This will not be of those voting. 

zens are  saying that motels should be welcomed 
f their added tax revenues others believe that 

those living i n  t o m  have as much right to sell their 
property to motel builders as the owners of swamp land 
along Route .6, 
real estate bonanza could drive away the summer resident 
and artist and that the town’s economy, s 
their  patronage, could thus suffer disast 
naively think that the Summer resident is 
fixture and any sale of land for motels w i l l  be so much 
extra gravy. 

We know that you cannot vot 
have many friends and acquaintances here 
personal lette 
Meeting for th ts will carry great weight. 
Your summer n or, your grocer and garage man, elec- 
tricians, carpenters, gardeners etc. your favorite shop- 
keepers and waitresses-all thelr votes are needed. They 
must be made to realize that a f t e r  a quick ki 
motel l range effect on Provincetown will 

on 

They do not realize that this hoped-for 

benefit to to the e people and that businesses now 
the permanent Summer resident will suffer. 

The voters have a choice to make on M 
With your cooperation and influence we may carry th 
for re-zoning 
the New Beacon (which has a large local readership) would 
also be very valuable in this effort. 
advance for your help in this crisis, 

Your letter of protest to %he Advocate and 

May we thank you in 

COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF PROVINCETOWN 



Dear Friends: 

Planning Board held an open meeting to discuss their 

the Warrent at Town Meeting on March 
continually stressed by those in oppo 

bu ld throughout the Town. 

On February 13th, 1964, the Provincetown 

proposed articles on re-zoning which 

roposed articles was that large 
taxes and should therefore be encouraged to 

This argument w i l l  have to be answered 
prop high build 
on the floor Of Town Hall on March 9th with actual 
figures t o  prove, t h e  opposite: (a) that the summer 
home is Provincetown’s largest single tax 
(b) that the back bone of the Town 8 year- 
is the money the summer resident spends 
here and also puts into improvements and repairs on his 
home. 
best interests t o  have a zoning code whi 

motels on the edge of the Town. 

We are asking you, therefore, to please 
answer the following questions and return them t o  us 
as boon as possible. Your name is not needed if you 

And as a consequence it will be to the Town’s 
the Summer resident and places tihe large 

do not care t o  give it. 

Thanking you very much fur your cooperation. 

The COMMITTEE far the  PRESERVATION of PROVINC 

SIZE OF FAMILY: 

E amount OF MONEY SP 

) LIVING AND RECREATION____ 
b) YEARLY UPKEEP on HOME______ 

AMOUNT SPENT ON ements SINCE 

TAX ON P 
WOULD YOU CONTINUE TO 
A 50 UNIT MOTEL WERE 

mailto:fl@.INT


Letter sent to 850 families voters 
four days s before Town 

To The Families Of Provincetown 

A crisis is facing you at Town Meeting this March 9th. Your homes and the very fabric 
of the community life for your children is at stake. A town of homes is a family town, a 
safe town, a beautiful town. Growth in a town should never be allowed to imperil its homes. 
That is why the Amendments in the Zoning By-Laws are so necessary this year. If passed 
they will have the following results: 

a) Present neighborhoods will REMAININTACT so that children can play and grow 
up in a community of homes. 

b) New motels will be encouraged to build on NEW LAND at the edge of town. The 
same townspeople will have the same employment by these motels no matter where they 
build, so there is no hardship to anyone there. 

c) Children of this and coming generations will be assured that their home, their 
heritage a town of national historic importance in a setting of unsurpassed beauty will 
be protected and preserved. This precious heritage is becoming increasingly rare in our 
country with its sprawling cities and its many un-zoned Summer resorts that become ghost 
towns for nine months of the year. 

Families by nature take the long view, and planned growth through foresight is a 
constructive, life-giving blessing to a community. To fail to plan now when enormous 
changes confront this town will bring chaos and blight into your very neighborhood. 

The proposed Zoning By-Law Amendments DO NOT PROHIBIT the building of 
motels which promise Summer employment to so many townspeople and such large tax re- 
turns, they ONLY propose placing the motels on undeveloped land of which Provincetown 
has over acres. 200 In so doing motel taxesbecome NEW TAXES while the homes and 
businesses already in town wil l  continue to bring in THEIR FULL SHARE of the Sax 
dollars. In this way the present economy will be maintained, the neighborhoods will keep 
their homes, and NEW LAND wil l  be opened up for the new building boom. 

these 
Until we get our Master Plan and Zoning By-Law Amendments GUARANTEE a town 

of homes for your children and the highest tax revenue for your town. 

Please Vote For Articles 70, 71, 72, 73,74. 



There are in Provincetown 1,226 dwellings, of which 402 are owned by non-resident 
real estate owners. 

A questionnaire was recently sent to over one hundred of these home owners to find out 
what their yearly contribution Is to the economy of Provincetown. By February 29th 
thirty-seven answers had been received. In these thirty-seven homes there are ninety-six 
adults and thirty-two children. Their average stay i n  town is four months. 

breakdown 

37 Homes Average for each home 
536 Taxes 

Yearly upkeep on property 
Summer expenses 

Food, Recreation Entertainment 
Utilities, Car Maintenance, etc. 

Annual Total 

Since one family spends an average of $3,447, then FOUR HUNDRED AND TWO 
FAMILIES SPEND IN PROVINCETOWN EACH SUMMER 

$1,385,694 

These people return year after year. They attract friends who spend substantial sums 
each Summer. 

Provincetown also has four large Art Schools. One of these estimates that its students 
spend $125,000 in town annually. 

These are impressive figures and it is obvious that the Summer residents are of 
supreme benefit to the citizens of Provincetown. No commercial development could ever 
replace them. 

Strong zoning will\ protect the homes of Provincetown and encourage new construction 
in the undeveloped land of which Provincetown has over 200 acres. 

Committee fur the Preservation of Provincetown, 1964 



dear to our hearts. 
We do hope that the ADVO- people to consider, and a period 

CATE, as an influential voice in of beauty untouched for centu- 
the community, will urge all its ries that makes Provincetown 
readers to support a Master Plan harbor a landmark. 

‘for a healthy shaping of the Such a building as the Surfside 
Arms is too centrally located, ‘town’s future. We hope also that 
and will block the view for the ADVOCATE will bring to the 
many. This is not new’ architec- attention of all concerned the 
ture but a pseudo framework of harmful, hazardous and disfigur- 
stylistic engineering. If this ing schemes that threaten this 
building is to be on the harbor town in particular, and the Cape 

in general. In this way we shall the designers and Mr. Roman 
should consider an underground all be able to act in concert for,  

the preservation of Provincetown. 
ground. This would‘ reduce the Respectfully yours, 
scale and parking on the first Mrs. Richard Florsheim 
level would be on basement level. 
A three-story unit is in keeping 
with the surrounding area, and 
still gives a view to others. One 
should consider the view from 
cars coming down Commercial 
Street, and preserving the land- 
scape in this area. 

This is the first time such a 
large building is going up, SO 
the voters, the Planning Commit- 
tee and others should be able to 
have some say to our Selectmen 
and to the Building Inspector. 

The technical and legal ends 
do not justify such an atrocity. 
There are those who love Prov- 
incetown more. The old and new 
can live together if designed to- 

level to take one story into the 

Votes In Opposition 
Editor, The Advocate: 

I am a home owner living in 
Provincetown (Summers only) at 
635 Commercial Street. I want 
to go on record against the build- 
ing of the new motel now going 
up on the land of the old Sea- 
scape House, I understand that 
the erection of the building is 
illegal and its completion is now 
being fought. If a vote is taken 
by property owners regarding this 
matter or regarding the building 
of any other motels in Province- 
town, I wish to be inclucled among 
those who are against it. 

I The character, beauty and gether. 

“darkened” homes with the hop 

What happens when 
“Chicken-Coop” or 
motel is built in a pre 
residential area--eight 
even more residential 
mediately lose their m 

normal operation of a multi-un 
motel and before long “FO 

nic grounds for local and Sum- 
mer residents. 

A motel on Grozier Park would 
not only depreciate the value of 
homes in this vicinity, but would 
also deprive many of the local 
and Summer residents of the 
bathing and picnicing privileges 
they have enjoyed in the past. 

Since the town is confrontet 
with a growing parking problem, 
this would be an excellent loca- 
tion for a parking lot, and with 
meters, would pay for itself in a 
few years. At the same time it 
would continue to serve the pub- 
lic as a beach. 

Town planning is a MUST! 
You who have the “lighted” 
homes during the Winter months 
must vote for what is best for 
the future of Provincetown. We 
with the “darkened” homes can 
not vote and are at your mercy. 

Sincerely yours, 

adopted NOW, before it is too late. 
They are conveying their facts to 
the entire public through the me- 
dium of the newspapers and by 
word of mouth. With all sides of 
the story publicized, the people 
can go to the Town Meeting on 
March 9th and vote according to 
each person’s own conscience and 
conviction. If this committee is 
vociferous it is because it be- 
lieves the issue is extremely ur- 
gent. 

If this is audacious and power- 
seeking than so it the President of 
the United States. For this is the 
traditional way in which voters 
are informed and how they decide 
whom or what to vote for, be it 
the President or the town dog- 
catcher. 

It is apparent from the publicity 
so far that this Committee believes 
that motels should not be built in 
the town proper, or at  least not 
in the more or less residential 
areas. This is certainly under- 
standable. An outcropping of 
motels, modern and many-storied, 
with their extensive parking 
areas, amongst the beautiful, old 
colonial homes and cottages would 
soon chang the entire character of 
the Town, to its irrepairable dam- 
age. The very qualities that 
lured the artists, the Summer resi- 
dents, and the tourists, would 
gradually disappear, and with that 
the Town would be less attractive 

to tourists. Thus, the motels 
~- 



Let’s make Provincetown a better 
place to live in, not a ghost town. Vote 
zoning articles nos. I, 2, 3, 4, 5. -Adv. 

With parking lots and septic 
tanks 

And motels all in a row. 

Most of our taxes come from 
Summer residents. Let’s keep 
them. Vote for zoning, 

Adv. 

Mother Goose Rides Again 
There is a man comes into town 
And he is wondrous wise 
He tells his boss just when to 

And when to close his eyes. 

So hand in hand what have 

With all their might and main? 
The little town is on the verge 
Of going down the drain. 

look 

they wrought 

Anonymous 

Subscribe to the Advocate 

G 

C 

Motels and homes as 
water don't mix. Vote for 

You can have progress without 
growth and you can have growth 
without progress. 

AdV. 

A motel in town next to rental 
property lessens rental desirability 

Adv. 
ity 

Adv. 

A Place for Homes 

And now a Time for Zoning. 

A Place for usiness A Place tor Business Motels 

Carefully prepared zoning and sub- 
division regulations will encourage wise 
investment because they provide Pro- 

lations to be beneficial must be based 
on a sound plan tor the future devel- 
opment of the Town. -Adv. 

Subscribe to The NEW BEACON 

' tection of property values. m-~-- 

Bulldozers and motels can quickly 
dig under a town’s historical past. 
What future do they promise? 

Household Hint 

For the good of your children 
and the good of the community 
vote for zoning. 

Adv 

Vote for Zoning and people will 
say: “That craft won’t go on the 
rocks!’ Vote for Articles 70-71- 
72-73-74. 

Adv. 

Carefully prepared zoning and 
subdivision regulation will a- 
m- * investment m-, 
they provide protection of plop- 

ficial must be based on a sound 

? erty values 
These regulations to be bene- 

plan for the future development 
of the Town. 

m Adv. 
n. 

strict zoning 

A town without a ship without a rudder. 
trols is like a 

ribe to The NEW BEACON 

I 

The quality and character of 
by strong zon- 



February 6, 1964 

in a manner that would result in 
the driving out of that large body 

It can not be both 



JANUARY 30, 1964 

etown there are 
viduals and’ groups who seem. 
think that they have the answer 
to every problem that arises in 
our community. 

The world today is a world of 
specialists. It, is logical to go to 
a dentist if one has a toothache, 
or to a doctor if he needs medical 
attention. It is also logical to go 
to an artist if one wants a paint- 
ing, or to a barber if he needs his 
beard trimmed, or preferably, 
shaved off. 
On the other hand, it is not very 

logical for the Provincetown Plan- 
ning Board, looking for a solution 
on zoning, to consult a musician, 

a  disk jockey, or an artist, who 
may be eminent in their own fields, 
but certainly are not authorities 
on rezoning. 

The Planning Board should real- 
ize that it has a duty to the town 
as a whole, and not to a small 
individual group. It should also 
realize that the economic welfare 
of Provincetown, with the excep- 
tion of the fishing industry, is al- 
most completely dependent upon 
the tourist trade. 

If the voters of Provincetown 
pass the proposed zoning regula- 
tions, it will be practically impos- 
sible to build any future tourist 
accommodations. Then we will 
lose our only major possible source 
of additional tax revenue. 

I’m sure that Truro, Wellfleet, 
Orleans, etc., will be more than 
happy to welcome motel investors 
in their communities. They shall 
gain and Provincetown shall lose. 

Sincerely, 
LaVerne Christopher, housewife. 

apparently heeded his call 
majority to “stand 

11-1 ratio indicates that 
e minority” isn’t so minor, and 
fact, if the letters to the Advo- 

cate, which certainly are an indi- 
cation, continue to pour in, I 
think Mr. Roman will know that 

many letters opposing his  plan 
that he will. go ahead with it amy- 
how, with more determination 
than ever, fighting for the rights 
of the minority which, fortunately, 
is still a right in our democracy 

An artist may not know much 
about re-zoning, but then again, 
how much does a housewife know 
about architecture? 

John W. Gregory, Jr. 

146 Hemenway Street, 
Boston 15, Mass. 

sincerely yours, 



A Place To Move Tor 
Editor, The Advocate:-- 

A Misguided Plan? Their Interests Best Served 
It occured to me after read-1 Editor, The Advocate:-- 

ing articles and letters in t h e  ‘phis year I purchased a house 
Advocate urging re-zoning of in the West End. It was a deci- 
residential areas in Province- sion reached after several Sum- 
town to prevent motels from tak- mers in Provincetown and after 
ing over the Town, that the true a lot of thought. I reside most 
victims Of motels would be the of the year in Pittsburgy and 
local, Voting citizens Of Province- the purchase of a house several 
town. hundred miles away is not an act 

Summer home owners can al- to be taken lightly. But I bought 
ways find another place to go to the house because I believe that 
if Provincetown becomes a New Provincetown is one of the rare 
England version of Miami Beach communities that is aware of its 

as it will in time if re-zoning unique setting and character 
is not effected. Many will be and intends to keep it that way. 
forced to go by the inevitable I do not profess knowledge of 
rise of taxes due to expanded commercial economics but the fi- 
water service, garbage disposal, nancial advantage of such a deci- 
sewage problems, fire and police sion to the town seems quite ob- 
department additions. Others vious. The house had been un- 
will go because Provincetown will sold for a few years and the 
no longer have the unique beauty taxes paid by a local resident. The 
and charm that brought them taxes will now be paid with 
there in the first place. Why money earned outside of Prov- 
should they go so far and spend incetown thus increasing the 
so much to live in a carbon copy gross income of town. Money 
of a million resorts closer to home earned elsewhere will be spent 
and often cheaper? in Provincetown for utilities, 

materials, services of No! The real victims of New 
England’s future Miami Beach plumbers and electricians, etc., 

and provisions for a family of will be the townspeople them- 
building 

Editor, The Advocate:- 
It is with profound sadness that 

we read of the motel madness 
that has hit Provincetown. And 
like all madness in history, in 
communties, and in daily Life, 
those whose personal desires are 
strong enough often manage to 
override reason and logic by 
promising anything to gain their 
immediate, short-sighted shelfish 
ends. 

Mr. Roman whom we do not 
know at all, apparently thinks 

he has found a gimmick for “get 
rich quick” without any consider- 
ation of the serious destruction 
his action will cause to Province- 
town’s economy and property 
values. Unfortunately he seems 
to have made a few other people 
think that there is money to be 
made this way. The error in 
this kind of thinking is probably 
much clearer to those of us who, 
have lived in other communitiesl 
and who have watched. serious 
deterioration set in when a “de- 
developer,” in search of profits has 
had his way in watching these 
other communities that have 

’there in that period, I can only 
guess. But all of it was spent 
with pleasure and good will. I 
love the town and many of the 
people in it. 

Mr. Roman and his like whose 
only interest seems to be luring 
tourist dollars into their pockets 
should try to understand that 
tourists do not come to Prov- 
incetown for Hollywood beds a n d  
pink plumbing. Most of us have  
adequate accomodations at home 
for Which we are paying anyway. 
The tourist traps these promo- 
ters plan do not attract us. We 
have come to Provincetown be- 
muse it is the way it is. If these 
improvers improve the town into 
something else we can go else- 
where. There still remains Toar- 

I 

~selves. In Miami Beach proper, five. 
towering hotels crowd the water- These somewhat personal re- 
front and every inch of land is marks are made to illustrate my 

belief that the town must handle at a premium. Ordinary citizens, 
Floridians who live there all year, a substantial number of transient 
cannot afford to live at Miami “motel type” tourists to realize 

the same next income obtained Beach. The rentals are too high, 
the cost of private property exor- from one family spending their 

given in to such ambition. We 
have witnessed a downward 
change in the character of the 
town and a disasterous deterior- 
ation of the real estate values. 
It should be remembered by 
those who Have an opportunity 
to vote on this issue that once 

bitant. So they live in Miami 
and the suburbs. 

If Provincetown becomes a 
second Miami Beach a “Prov- 
incetown Beach” where will 
the residential townspeople live? 

a normally priced “Provincetown 
to live in close by? A cheaper 
section they will be able to afford 
to live in? Where will they go 
as motels buy up their land, as 
the price of property zooms, 
the rentals zoom and the taxes 
zoom? 

And of course, the other advan- 
tage Miami Beach has over Prov- 
incetown is that it is an all year- 
round resort. Money is to be 

Have they planned or thought of 

as 

entire Summer in town. Yet it a neighborhood is despoiled it 
can never come back. should also be recognized that the 

maintenance of a Summer house In not zoning earlier, in per- is a severe financial burden upon 
many of us and is worth the effort mitting motels and shops to grow 

up in residential areas, we who 
love Provincetown have already only insofar as the future of the 
contributed to a betrayal of a 
great heritage. We have confi- past and present. 
dence, however, that there are The voters of the town will go 

to the March 9th Town Meeting enough townspeople who under- 
stand the issue not to permit this and vote according to their own 

conscience. I personally believe 
that their interests will be best nity which has, in the past, at- served by approval of a new tracted some of the most creative zoning law. people in our land. 

We hope this misguided plan 
to permit a blight of Province- 
town will still be defeated by 
the townspeople. 

town Will be as promismg as its 

desecration of a unique commu- 

Sincerely yours, 
James P. Romualdi, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

mina and Ischia and Capri, where 
sun is as bright and the sea 

is warmer. These spots have 
been in the tourist business since 
the time of the Roman emperors 
and up to now they have made it 
without motels. 

Margaret Watson 

A Commercial Wasteland 
Editor, The Advocate:-- 

Ross Moffett, in his letter to 
the Advocate (Feb. 6) has ably 
and eloquently expressed the 
sentiment and attitude of every 
artist who has a stake in the wel- 

‘fare of Provincetown. The issue 
before the voters is simply 
whether they want their town to 
remain the renowned American 
art center it has been for so many 
decades or whether it is to be 
transformed, by the stimulus of 
“progress” into a commercial 
wasteland. 

The voter may well ask him- 
self what be will have gained if 
he despoils h i s  home town for 
the material benefit of a few. 

Sincerely yours, 
Morris Davidson, 
7 Orchard Terrace, 
Piermont New York. 

Two More 

made from tourists continuously 
jobs are to be had continuously 
and there is Miami to go home 

to. In Provincetown the season As one who has been a Sum- 
is short yet the taxes and  mer resident of Provincetown. for 

In Harmony With Town 

Editor, The Advocate:- 

Sincerely yours, 
Herschel and Edith Alt 
434 East 52nd Street 
New’ York 22, N. Y. 

bring in all the tourist trade the have a unique quality. in a residential area, along the 
seashore. It will take away the Town needs. There are plenty of I was therefore greatly disturb- 

charming guest houses and inns ed on hearing of the continuously beauty and also the view of the 
within the Town that house thou- plated four-story motels to be harbor from many homes. 
sands of tourists without spoiling built in the East End of town. 
the Town’s special beauty. Buildings of this height would‘ de- 

love the people of Province- stroy the physical harmony that 
town and I feel like crying out exists to a large extent. It seems 
“People of Provincetown, you who 
are the backbone of the commu- should be along the lines that 

We ask that the committee rule 
out three and four deckers. 

We sincerely hope that the 
officials will look into all open- 

cause many people are closing 
to me that further expansion ings along Commercial Street be- 

nity, whose fathers and fore- 
fathers originated and built this 

fathers unique Town don’t let the 
lures of quick money that special 
interests dangle before Your eyes 
Prov- you to the consequences of 
poor planning. Are you really 
prepared to face them? Or have 
your children face them? Or are 
you just all fed up and thinking 
of moving anyway!” 

Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. Bryon Browne 
203 West 86th Street 
New York City, 24, N. Y. 

would be compatible to the whole 
town and its people. A relation- 
ship should be considered between 
what already exists in Province- 
town and any new contemplated 
structures. Sincerely yours, 

I urge all those who are voters 
to exercise their rights and bring 
about zoning changes that would 75A Orchard Street, 
insure such a goal. 

openings to the beach, and call- 
ing them private. It is the duty 
of \ officials to keep all  en- 
ings free. 

Maurice and Mary Gioiosa 
Tree Tops 

Medford, Mass. 
Respectfully yours, 
Herman Maril 
5705 Chilham Road, 
Baltimore 8, Md. 



Stricter building controls are needed. 
A building code is  a necessity. -Adv. 

Motels only attract transient 
tourists. Summer home owners 
often become year round resi- 
dents. 

Adv. i 

Keep Provincetown a year 
round place to live. Vote for 
zoning 

Adv. 

Every town in the country 
needs more taxes. Every town has 
motels but not in the residential 
areas. Vote f o r  zoning. 

Adv 

Do you prefer Summer residents 
or overnight tourists? Vote for 

Adv. 

Let the arms of motels em- 
brace Provincetown not practice 
internal surgery on its healthy 
love. Vote for zoning. 

Adv. 

Tides with time are going out and 
with it the Cape Cod house, the fishing 
village, residential homes. Vote for 
zoning. -Adv. 

ETHEL ARCHER BALL 

I sales-summer RENTALS 
Provincetown 220 

___- 
Provincetown-a town to ,.,,tire to. 

a Encourage new year-round homes. vote 
for zoning. -Adv. 

Provincetown 220 
t 

The handwriting on the motel wall 

In winter it says “I’m the ghost of a 

That town used to be”. -Adv. 

Is there for all to see. 

Keep business and residential 
areas separated! They don’t mix. 
Vote for strict zoning. 

Adv. 

to town meeting on 
the majority” are. 

-Adv 

March 9th and learn who “We 

‘I 
- - - - v u -  

Only controlled growth can bring, 
prosperity to all. Vote Planning Board 
Articles Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. -Adv. 

Provincetown a town to re- 
tire to. Encourage new year- 
round ’homes. Vote for zoning 

Adv. 

I Tourists will stay in motels to see 
Provincetown but will not stay in 
Provincetown to see motels. 
troy Provincetown -Adv. 

Don’t des- I 

II 
homes is like parking a next fire to small 

our A 4-story motel built 

truck 
the living room -Adv. 

Let the arms of moteis em- 
brace Provincetown not practice 
internal surgery on its healthy 
love. Vote for zoning. 

Adv. 
I 

I- 



Thursday, February 13, 1964 

PROVINCETOWN 1964 

Question: Why is a strictly residential area a M. 

Answer: 

Provincetown? 

Potential home-owners will buy property only if 
they are sure of protection against commercial 
encroachment. 

Question: Who benefits from these Summer home-owners? 

Answer: Town taxes, and also. the merchants, gro ce r s, 
carpenters, plumbers, utility men (gas, oil etc.), 
appliance shops, restaurants, service stations, gift 
shops, 

resident population? 
Question: Why has Provincetown always had a large er- 

Question: What could drive the Summer home-owner from 
Pnovincetown? 

VOTE F G 



A Plea To Voters 

Editor, The Advocate, 
February 11, 1964 

We are all familiar with the 
story of the killing of the goose 
that laid the golden eggs. The 
golden eggs of Provincetown are 
the beauties of her beaches, dunes 
and surrounding waters; the beau- 
ty of the small old white houses; 
the interesting people who live 
here, the artists, the fisherman, 
and the small businesses and res- 
taurants, It is because of these 

Preserve Provincetown! 
tract large numbers of the less 
desirable type of visitors who, i n  Editory, The Advocate, 

Enclosed is a poem expressing turn will chase away those who 
my feelings about preserving t h e  come to Provincetown because 
charm of Provincetown before it they like it as it is. 
is too late. It is good to know It is my firm conviction that if 
that so called Progress, which these four story motels are per- 
too often destroys the very at- mitted to be erected in the East 
mosphere which makes Cape Cod End, the town will have passed 
so unique, has not entirely oblit- the limit that will keep my inter- 
erated the scenic beauty and local est and my wish to remain a Sum- 
color made famous in the novels mer resident. This letter is a 

beauties and interests that the 
people who make up and add to 
the attractive atmosphere stay 
here and come here. In fact, it 

I is because of these things that 
others want to come. Remove or 
destroy these elements and the 
others won’t want to come and 
present owners will sell and move 
elsewhere. 

And what is threatening to kill 
the goose?-the large motels they 
are Planning to build within the 

(town. To build the motel in the 
East End at  Kendall Lane they 
are removing the small white 
houses of the former Sea Scape 
that fitted into Provincetown’s 
natural architecture. The plan- 
ned four-story structure will shut 
out the view of the harbor, change 
the appearance of the water front 
and crowd what little beach there 
is for residents of the area. Park- 
hg ,  already a problem in adjoin- 
ing streets, will be impossible. And 
if Mr. Roman says he will provide 
a parking space at the rear of the 
bullding the reply is that it will 
be unsightly on Bradford Street 
and give a commercial appearance 

Such building may help relieve 
the tax burden for the moment, 
but if it is allowed to destroy what 
makes Provincetown Province- 
town, all is lost. 

Many of us who own property, 
and pay a large portion of the 
taxes, do not have a vote in Town 
Meeting. We plead with those of 
you who do to go to the meeting 
and vote to control the use of land, 
to preserve the Provincetown we 
all love. 

Sincerely yours, 
Edith G.  Morrison 
259 Bradford Street 

I 

to a lovely residential area. 

Adds Voice To Chorus 
Editor, The Advocate:- 

As a property owner in the 
East End of town and more, 
important as one who has 
loved Provincetown for its par- 
ticular and peaceful beauty for  
more than 30 years, I wish to 
add my voice to the chorus of 
protests against the development 
of motels in the residential areas. 
The numerous letters already 
printed on the subject eloquently 
and adequately state the case  
and do, I trust, represent the’  
views of the majority of voters, 
who I earnestly hope will vote 
for re-zoning. 

Yours sincerely, 
Dorothy Sainsbury 
Boston 16, Mass. 

FEBRUARY 20, 1964 

by Jospeh C. Lincoln and Sara 
Ware Bassett. The time to halt 
the wholesale destruction of all 
that is finest and best in Prov- 
incetown and elsewhere on the 
Cape, is NOW! 

plea to all the people I know and  
that I have traded with in Prov- 
incetown to look for our mutual 
long term interests by voting to 
change the zoning laws on March 
9 so that the motels will be im- 

Very truly yours, possible. I say for both our in- 
terests because for me I love Pro- 
vincetown and want to stay and 
for them I think that I and the 
people like me are steadier, bet- 
ter customers than the transients 
who will be attracted by such mo- 
tels. Please change the zoning 

Dorothy LeBleu Snow 

Plea For Provincetown 

Oh, Progress, spare that town! 
Change not a tree lined street, 

Quaint homes. with gardens gay 
Where friends and neighbors laws. 

Change not the far-off view 

The masts of fishing boats 

Sincerely yours, meet! 
Norman E. Zinberg, M. D. 
330 Brookline -Avenue Of dunes across the bay 

Bound home-at close of day! 
Boston 

Run-of-the-Mill Resort 

I Though some New England towns 
Once peaceful and serene, Editor, The Advocate:- 

I t  is precisely the unique ter- 
rain and the rare cultural and Where once was village green. 
esthetic position Provincetown 
enjoys throughout the country Nor lust for petty gain, 
that attracted and wooed us and 

The roses down the lane! wan us, along with a goodly 
I number of others, to settle there 

as our second home. Change not the skyline there! 
Let nothing tall compete Now that “progress” (or is it 

the desire for selfish gain?) is With Monument and spires. 
dictating a drastic change in its The masts of fishing fleet! 
atmosphere, and now that it i s  Motels and honky-tonk 
proposed to fashion the town after Would doom it to decay! 
run-of-the-mill resort, is it possi- Oh, Progress, spare that town 
ble that one cannot visualize Beside the sparkling bay! 

Dorothy LeBleu Snow within the framework of its 
258 Woodin St. change not only in its permanent 
Hamden, Conn. Summer population, but in the 

utter deterioration of the town? 
The question will inevitably 

Close To The Limit arise: why travel from every 
State in our Union from Cali- 
fornia, Nevada, Oregon (as li- Editor, The Advocate, 

I have been a visitor to Prov-\ cense plates will testify every day 
incetown for over twenty years in the week over the Summer) 
and my wife and I have owned just to see rows of motels obli- 
a house here for six years. Dur- erating and defacing our harbor? 
ing this time there have been Even the transient tourist may 
some changes towards a cheaper think twice before traveling to see 

what he can see much nearer commercialism and a greater in- 
flux of tourists who are either of home. 

Bigger and higher motels in the the beatnik type or stuffy and 
heart of the town may be ‘‘pro- who do not contribute to the 
gress,” but in our view they will unique and special quality of Pro- 
lead ultimately to disaster, not vincetown. Somehow through 
only esthetically, but from an these changes the town has man- 
economic view as well. aged to retain most of its charm 

and picturesque quality. How- Sincerely yours, 
ever. there is a limit, and I think 
the town is close to it. 

Let me make it clear that I 
understand that many Of the 
town’s residents do and should 

I Are sordid honky-tonk 

Let not the garish lights 

Destroy the harbor view 

Virginia and Joseph Kaplan, 
161 West 22 St., New York 11 
and Provincetown, Mass. 

make their living from the tour- 
ists and the Summer residents, 

Property Values Harmed 

and I have no quarrel with their 
wish to attract more visitors. Provincetown is the Summer art 
However, I do object to the erec- center for the United States. It 
tion of buildings which will at- will be commercialized and ruined 

if we allow motels to be built 
in the town. 

Editor, The Advocate:- 

If Commercial Interests 
‘Take Over 
Editor, The Advocate: 

For over thirty years have 
been coming to Provincetown 
during my Summers sometimes 
for a five months stay some- 
times for only one day. I have 
been drawn here by the special 
qualities that make Provincetown 
unique in this country. These 
qualities have been described so 
well by Mary Heaton Vorse and 
others that it is hardly necessary 
to repeat them here. 

During all the years I have 
been coming here there have been 
changes,’ some that have been 
good, others that have been hard 
to accept. But, through it all 
Provincetown has kept its own 
vital personality. 

However, it now appears that 
commercial interests have sniffed 
the air and have detected the 
odor of some fast bucks to be 
gotten here. Perhaps they feel 
the presence of the National Sea- 
shore Park will lure more tourists 
than ever to the Cape End, and 
they want to cash in quickly on 
this. In  doing so, these commer- 
cial interests naturally will base 
their lack of judgment on the 
same ugly dog-eat-dog schemes 
that have utterly destroyed the 
character of thousand of towns 
across the country. 

Anyone who approves of unre- 
gulated building of commercial 
establishments s h o u d drive 
slowly along the old seashore 
road from the East End toward 
Truro. There he will partake of 
the atmosphere beloved by the 
snatchers of the fast buck. He 

the character of the town will 
disappear and with it will &- 
appear the special kinds of people 
who have helped keep Province- 
town what it has been. In && 
tion, the town will truly become 
a ghost town except for two 
months each, year. 

The East End is the part of 
town that most of the tourists will 
enter. So naturally the first 
motels will be built there. But, 
of come,  as tim passes, motels 
will be built anywhere in the, 
town unless action is taken to 
prevent this from happening. 

I believe the citizens of Prov- 
incetown must act now, by bar- 
ring any future building of motels 
in the East End. Then, as soon 
as possible, the citizens should 
set up guide lines for the future 
development of the town. Natu- 
rally it must be allowed to grow 
and change but it must always 
be Provincetown. and not just 
another cheap resort town. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kenneth Stubbs, 
3066 Porter St. N. W., 



In 
Our Mail 

Abe Burrows Writes 

Editor, The Advocate:- 
I am made very sad when I 

read all the letters of protest and 
counter-protest which appear 
every week. I hate to see such a 
split in our town. I don’t want 
to contribute further to the dis- 
sension, but I must state how I 
feel. 

The people who want the mo- 
tels in the middle of town (which, 
I imagine, will help increase the 
sale & cotton candy), say they 
are in the majority. If they’re 
right about that, then I guess they 
have the right to do anything they 
want As for me, I have only one 
right left; the right to leave Prov- 
incetown for good. 

It takes us around six hours 
to drive to Provincetown from 
New York. There are many 
places much more conveniently 
located for me. But my wife and 
I have been willing to make the 
long trip becasue of what we 

the East. Warm, friendly. relax- 
ing, a place with great light for 

.artists, great atmosphere for 
'writers, and great charm for 

everyone. The whole country knows I 
'love this place. For three or four 
months a year, I live in Province- 

town. I write there, and I relax 
there And I’ve been very, very 
happy. But now it looks as 
though it will no longer be possi 

,Me for me to feel the same happi- 
ness. 

Since the day I bought m y  home 
in 1956, I’ve spent a lot of money 
in remodeling and I don’t know 
how much more in steady upkeep. 
We have a lot more remodeling 
plans, but ever since I heard about 
the motels, I've put the lid on 
spending. I see no point to spend- 
ing more money on a  place I 
probably won’t care to live in. 

of my friends in Province- 
are doing the same w. 

I don’t think the :new income” 
from the tourist traps will in any 
way equal the amounts we ”regu- 
lars” have been spending. 
Please do not think of this as 

a letter from an individual who 
is thinking of his own individual 
comfort. I just feel that in this 
case, what would be a catastrophe 
for me, would also be catastrophic 

found when we got there. A place 
different from any other town in 

for the town. What I do doesn’t 
matter, but what happens to Prov- 
incetown does matter very much. 



New Beacon 

a way that any tourist house or guest 

house or cottage colony comes under 
its definition. This would mean that 
anyone who wants to put a cottage in 
his yard or convert a room for paying 
guests would have to meet all the re- 
quirements. A great deal of the winter 
work in Provincetown has been re- 
modeling. 

2. Today there is so little open land 
in the commercially desirable part of 
Provincetown. Thus any restrictive 
rezoning will mean that new capital 
will have to go to other towns and 
Provincetown will have no new tax 
revenue. If  the area from Peters’ Gas 
Station to Howland Street is rezoned 
it would mean that the $350,000 I would 
spend on further development of the 
Seascape property could not be done 
and Provincetown would lose my addi- 
tional tax money. 

No person in his right mind is going 
to spend huge sums of money to put up 
some garrish monstrosity. The motel 
I am building on the waterfront has 
been called a beautifully designed mo- 
tel that will be in keeping with the 
architecture in Provincetown. It is al- 
so the only building in Provincetown 
that is designed to give any passerby 
an exceptional view of the water. Al- 
most half of the frontage is open to 
the water. I f  I had put a two story 
motel in this same spot I would have 
been forced to cut off all view. 

For this I have been villified in no 
uncertain terms. 

Robert W. Roman 

I 

I 

adopted by the state is going to restrict 
building very drastically. The cost of 



Every Home In Provincetown Has The Right 

To Be Protected By Zoning 
IT IS UNFAIR THAT ONLY 100 OUT OF t h e  1200 HOMES IN PROVINCETOWN ARE protected against 

LARGE COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. (See 2 black areas on map.) 

NATIONAL PARK 

OLD PROVINCE land 

PRIVAT€LY own 
TO become 

national park 

class s 

STRICTLY residen tial 

YOU MAY WAKE UP TO THE SOUND OF THE BULLDOZER CLEARING THE LAND NEXT DOOR FOR AN- 
OTHER 4, 5, or motel. 

DON'T LET IT HAPPEN HERE 
a n d  on BOUT 6. LARGE NEW BUILDING SHOULD GO ON 

OUR ONLY CHANCE FOR survival AS' 
CONTROLS. 

TOWN IS TO HAVE s t r o n g  zoning 

VOTE FOR ARTICLES 70 71 72 73 74 
I 



Lina and Kenneth Berry 
60 Park Avenue 
Keene, New Hampshire 



zoning changes win be considered 
which, if passed, will prevent the 
erection of motels in certain reai- 
dential zones in Provincetown. 

owner of the property at 470 Com- 
mercial Street, and I favor these 
changes. Tihe house has been in 

,my  wife's family ever since it 
' was h i l t  by Captain Alfred Cook 
and all of my family are very 
much attached! to it. Its attrac- 
tion would be largely destroyed 1 if motels are permitted to replace 
the old homes. 

Provinctown I s  attractive to its 

M y  wife, Elinor C. Gerould, 

. .. -,- -._- _ ,  ...- I 

I 

- 
,me Advocate:- 

.,My b$,usband and I Sincerely 
hope aqd, plmy that the vote on 
March 9 will, be for re-zoning, in 
order to prevent motels from 
being built in the residential 
thickly settled part of Province- 
t o m .  

We were married in the town 
in 1931, and since then have 
spent many happy days through- 
out $he ye&s, with our children, 
grandchildren and friends. We 
own a house w$tich my grand- 
parents bought in the late 1800's. 
We, love the charactaistic nar- 
rqw streets and attractive Ettle 

Editor, The Advocate, 
As a Summer vacationer at Pro- 

vincetown for several years, who 
intended to return a n m y  I 
should express sny alarm at the 
prospect of solid strings Of m- 
tels iealrffogging in three direc- 
tions from the new construction 
a t  KendBll Lane. 

Siave for some members of the 

In the hvindto-  wtiag, . 
the ,motels can encroach on the 
East Emd only by &;rmiqgnetizhg 
the Lure on which *they must ;bank. 

All interested sectors must m- 
ite to shelter the Provincetown 
way of life from antagonistic, 
high turn-over aperations a v -  
orable to relaxed, carefree living. 
The motel operators wi l l  them- 

Washingtom 8, D. E 

residents, non-resident home awn- 
ers and, Summer visitors because 
of the beauty of its location and 
its historic charm. If the latter 
is not preserved, I can safely pre- 
dict that the pufblic will no long- 
er be attracted to the town. Other I 

old towns, such as Nantucket, 

In this age of am€ormity horn 
can we sacrifice this tiny, hl 
valuable outpost of individualisan? 

sincerely j"ours, 

Editor, The Admate+ 
This letter is addresses maihly 

to the k rge  number of people 
who live in Provincebwn! and 
whose ancestors c a m  here frcun 
Portugal and tihe Azures. I have 

of the folklor 
of old Portugal. 

IS are artists 

' in Provincetown suitable and 
available for motel construction 
and it should be used for that 
pumose and the old1 homes should 
be preserved. The voter who be- 
lieves that he may be offered a 
fancy price for his home by a pro- 
moter should ask himself a few 
questions. Where would my fam- 
ily go if I sold the home? What 
effect would the sale have upon 
my neighbors? Do I want Prov- 
incetown to be given over to mo- 
tels and other commercial enter-( 
prises? What do I want Prov- 
incetown to be ten years from 
now? I 

Thoughtful answers to these / 
questions must convince a voter I 

that his vote should be in favor 
of the proposed zoning changes. 
May I respectfully unge that the 

14 Brown Street 
Cambridge, Nass. 

been* tolesant - even cmks-  
in their attitude toward the in- 

creasing <Jommercialismin the 
t O W l l .  
Summer business is iraport;lmt 

to the Town economy, but, in 

' ter of *J TO- we are destroy- 
ling the m n g  that has a t h t e d  
lpeople to the end of the Cape for 
so many years. 

I ellan- the traditional chal?ac- 

Szhcerely yours, 
Marion Cook 
(1Mrs, Lauren Cook) I 

to be present at the Town Meet- 
ing on March 9th. We therefore 
take this opportunity to urge Our 
many friends of the last 25 Years 
to vote for the k h g  changes 
the Planning Board will put be- 
fore the Meeting. 

Let US now stand together and 
cast a winning vote for bhe Prov- 
incetown of the future. 

Sincerely yous, 
Frank J. Cawroll. 

our best wishes for success. 
. 



Our Heritage MARCH 5, 1964 
To all the many friends of 

Editor, The Advoca te :  will Poets,” and man, at the rate Provincetown across this broad 
country I say it is no longer 

interest the many letters you’ve ground, some below” will sink enough to just love Provincetown 
published on motels, changing the and to merely hope it will re- 
town, etc. SO much has been Or, imagine if you can, the main as it is. If you truly love 
said, and so well that it is need- Provincetown and do indeed want 
less to say the same things over to preserve as much of its unique 
again I would like to add that character and charm as iS possi- 
Mr. Chysler has Preserved the gree-credit students rises to more ble to do, then you can no lower 
church which is a beautifil land- remain aloof from the problems 
mark. Across the street is the crease of almost 90% in six short that beset this town on a 12 
lovely MEWS. TWO years ago, years! months basis of the year! 

Collective Talents The hour is later than we and last year I talked to the 
owner Of the MEWs* Here is think. We have been advised t h e r e  are many Of You better 
an example of someone from out that now NOW is the time to equipped to write about the whirl- 
of town who has created a lovely adopt a philosophy toward the wind of change than I. Change 

that will affect the lives of all 
of us. How we meet. \  chal- 

area without destroying what machine. I want to suggest that was there previously, BY day now NOW is the tirne for all it’s a lovely spot, and by night citizens of Provincetown to give lenge will depend upon the use 
we make of our collective talents. 
I say that the time is here and 

it shines like a jewel box. Prov- serious consideration to the kind 

NOW to make a bold attempt to 
incetown could use more peorple of town they want to create for 

their children! The winds of with such taste. 
face the challenge. Let us de- I’m a walker At least three change are gathering force clare a war on poverty! poverty 
of ideas, poverty of imagination, 

times a day I walk through town and no one can deny that change 
at dfferent times. I stop to see will affect Provincetown too. The 

poverty of vision! Poverty of the lovely pictures between the challenge is there and now and 
houses a stretch of beach I do not see how we can equate will! poverty of the generous 

comittment to that which we 
claim we love! If the citizens of 

a few boats children the progress with selling our birth- -‘ and the sea. *= miles right for a mess of porridge! 
of it. An unbroken view. who Provincetown vote to hold the 
would want to obstruct it? For the past two Summers in- 

I’ve been reading with of 100 to the acre “some above 

into an automated sameness. 

stress and strain that will shake 
the academic world as the pre- 
sent enrollment of 4,118,000 de- 

than 7 million by 1970 an in- 

Shrives? Who can do what? Who 
has better ideas? Let us hear 
from you. The challenge is red.  
Get it into the newspapers 
magazines on radio and tele- 
vision. Provincetown Mass., is 
in the vanguard of the coming 
Renaissance! 

Those of you who think you will 
flnd greener pastures elsewhere- 
do not forget this is the Jet Age. 
There is already a jet landing 
strip on Tahiti! The world pop- 
ulation is on the march. 
incetown could become an oasis 
-it’s up to you! 

prov- 

Pat (Van Dereck) Saffron 
4555 Henry Hudson Parkway 
Bronx 71, New York 

Every year I meet French 
people in town. I ask thern the 
same question. Is Provincetown 
like St. Tropez. Of course 
one narrow street stretching a 

creasing numbers of tourists have line vote for re-zoning this 
stopped me at the junction of will be just a heroic effort on 
Standish and Cemetery Streets their part to keep the dam from 
to ask me the way to Route 6. bursting! 

There has never been a real They were in a hurry to leave 
division between the year round town. They complained about 

long d i s  t a n  c e with the water 
in view at all times. A mixture of 
people painters writes, tour- 
ists, etc. Why do you think we 
come here?” 

I’ve been taking slides from 
one end of town to the other. 
I’ve been afraid it Will all change. 
That you will build e MALL! 
Nothing should interrupt the 
length of Commercial Street- 

I know that Provincetown 
needs more revenue. But a Mall 
wont do it. It seems that more 
and more People are buying 
houses. That shows that people 
like it as it is. Try to Show PeoPle 
that What t h e  have is unique. 
There is nothing more lovely 
than Cape Cod architecture and 
its many versions. Try to influ- 

in preserving such 

not live permanent- 
1y in Provincetown have little 
right or knowledge to talk about 
the Harbor of Refuge. I do know 
that if it goes itn at the West 
End that is the end of the love- 
liest spot of all. “he peace and 
tranquility will be gone. If at 
all feasible it should be a part 
of the center of town. But that 
i s  a problem that will have to 
be settled by those who are quali- 
fled and who have a lot of vision. 

One more thing. What happened 

residents of Provincetown and its the traffic jams on Commercial 
Summer residents. Differences Street and Bradford Street, and 
yes. But no worthwhile project they complained bitterly about 
in town could have survived the lack of parking facilities. 

Some few complained that they without the closest cooperation 
between the two groups. We need were disheartened to find how 
that cooperation more than ever difficult it was to gain access to 

There will be vast expansion of 
all kinds of institutions of learn- 
ing for students, trainees, 
craftsmen, research, for those 

the beach anywhere within town 
limits. More and more tourists 
within the already crowded 
streets of Provincetown do not 
necessarily spell progress! 

Fortunate So Far 
with new found leisure, for those With (respect to building 4 story 
seeking to enlarge their cultural motels within the residential areas 
horizons, for those wishing to of town, can only say we have 
specialize. been fortunate up to now. Lights 

What more beautiful setting still glow in the windows of what more ideal setting for a homes from the East to the West 
school of creative writing than End during the dark hours of the 

long Winter months. It is still Provincetown? Or a school of 
drama? Perhaps some university quite unlike the darkened miles 

desiring to break out of its of boarded up homes and Sum- 
academic slump might take over mer cottages that exist row upon 
the administration of such an drab and gloomy row during the 
accredited school in Province- Winter months along road‘s lead- 
town. Everyone! Everywhere! ing into Cape May: N. J. Those 
Make Inquiries! There are other who spend their Winters In 
types of schools possible Provincetown might well suffer 
architecture dress design- from something worse than cabin 
ing a research institute? A fever come February after a  
school for motion picture tech- spell of living with more and big- 
niques? What about guilds? ger uninhabited, darkened and 
Guilds for the development of boarded up motels in their midst. 
the fine art of furniture making We never miss the mockingbird 

glass blowing tapestry until the birds have flown and 
enamelling? Schools for special- we’ll never realize just how im- 

to the Comfort Station at the portant our harbor view is until 
center of town? The town hall it has been blotted from view! 
closes a t  9 P. Mr. Why is it that most people with 

Sincerely yours, money to invest in Provincetown 
Frank Cassel seem limited to thinking in terms 

ization? Marine Research? Gradu- 
ate schools for biological studies? 
A fine arts school? A junior col- 
lege? 

A RENAISSANCE in Province- 

We heard the same froan our 
friends of the Art Cinema and 
from some of the restaurants 
and shops. 

TO bring even more over-night 
visitors and their cars into a town 
that was built for residences not 
for large motels set on a narrow 
street to obscure sea and sky is 
far from progress. 

voters, 
and the officials a t  Town Hall 
who have always been our friends, 
to remember the small Playhouse 
on the Wharf and the traditions 
we too have hoped to maintain. 

A heritage is entrusted to all of 
us which if we betray will make 
us in practical as well as aesthet- 
ic ways the losers. The tide is 
beginning to turn against des- 
troying what cannot be replaced 
in nature and also treasure of the 
past. Those who can still pre- 
serve what made Provincetown 
known and loved have an oppor- 
tunity to share in a new form of 
Progress which can lead the way 
as the Provincetown artists, writ- 
ers and theatre people have done. 

No four-stom motel can equal 
that for progress. 

Hopefully, 

We can only beg the 

Catharine Huntington 
co-manager Provincetown 
Playhouse 

McKeesport,\ Pa. of motels? It seems to me that town? Why not? 

A Renaissance 
In Provincetown 
Editor, The Advocate:- 

Love is suspect and good 
will invites cynicism or contempt. 
But I am getting older and my 
hide is a bit thicker. I write this 
letter because I do love Province- 
town. 

Some things are difficult to 
imagine. Robert Graves, the 
venerable British poet is reported 
(N. Y. Times) as forseeing a time 
when all of the “last good hand- 
made things will be gathered 
together in museums, “when 
metal coinage will cease and SO 

the town show little regard for ties. 
the town or for the people who The Hour Is Late 

The hour is late. Sing it to live there 12 months of the year. 
More than this, they show a cyn- the mountains! Don’t settle for 
ical disregard for the natural a boarded up town to keep you 
assets of the town that in reality company from October to  May. 
belong to all the citizens! Let’s have the town humming 

with life and warmth in the midst 
has a vast untapped source of of December! What a library we 
power which we have not yet could have! And an audience for 
explored. It has a wealth of our band! Think of it. And 
friends! Collectively their ima- think some more! 
gination, their know-how, their Friends of Provincetown 
cooperation, their enthusiasms, gather your forces! Sculptors, 
their influence with those in all artists, writers, doctors, lawyers, 
walks of life and all areas of ac- professors, professionals and ama- 
tivity, their caring could pro- teurs! unite! Maybe Abe Bur- 
duce a bright future for Province- rows would write us a campaign 
town on a 12 months basis while song? who knows Senator Ken- 

It is possible that Provincetown 

preserving for themselves a bit nedy? Who knows Mr. Sargent 



Thursday, March 5, 1964 

keep pace with this change. Enor- 

have conceived of this 



OUR WATERFRONT 
OUR BLESSING 

Keep Motels on the 
Perimiter of Town. 

This was of-town 
ain anon mous friend who wished y 



Who Cares? 

Editor, The Provincetown Advo- 
cate:- 
Make us a city, 
Not a small town, 
That once was so quaint, 
That once had renown. 

Build us tall buildings, 
Ugly and flat; 
No view of the water? 
Who cares for that! 

Shut out the sky, 
Chop down the trees; 
Away with all beauty, 
Who cares for these! 

Once when we walked through 

W e  could see white sails on an 
The silver reflection of moon- 
We foolishly thought an 

Or glimpses of fishing boats 

I 

the village by day, 

amethyst bay; 

light by night, 

ing sight: 

money in these. 

Editor, The Advocate: 
Dorothy Moffett, you 

Who cares for Provi 
town people’s rights? 

I care for the town, and what is 
left of the trees. 

Don't chop them down ple 

I care for the view of the 

As a child, years ago, on the 
Happy childhood I must 
No place like down the 

a child to play. 

blue bay. 

I did play. 

My father's fishing boat we could 

Sailing into the bay from out to 

Inspiring sight for all to see. 

I hope and pray old Provincetown 

As it's supposed to be vacation 

Down by the sea a cold February 

1894 I was born down near  the 

Of that quaint town of Province- 

Captain Abner's daughter 
Florence M. Sterry, 
380 Park Street 
Soughton, Mass. 

see, 

sea 

will stay 

paradise 

night, 

town 



This is a 

REMINDER 

To Keep The Zoning 

As Passed l a s t  Year 

Vote AGAINST the repeals 

VOTE NO 
On Articles 42 & 43 

CI for ZONING 



Plan the Cape’s 

or leave it 
to chance 

The choice is 

YOURS! 



NOW, your “YES“ vote con bring to Cape Cod 
A PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

FOR BARNSTABLE COUNTY 
On your ballot at the next town meeting election, will be 
this REFERENDUM QUESTION 

“Shall the Selectmen of the town be requested to approve the 
adoption of a petition filed in the General Court, which seeks 
to create a Commission to be known as the Cape Cod Planning 
and Economic Development Commission, and provides that the 
County Commissioners may appropriate not more than $50,000 
annually for this purpose.” 

A ‘‘YES’ vote will help YOU and ALL Cape Codders ! 

IN WHAT WAY? 
The Commission will direct its attention to solving the many problems that 
affect: 

1. Real Estate Tax Rates 
2. Personal Income 
3. Traffic congestion 
4. Over-crowding of land 
5. Conservation of our “Rural Seaside Atmosphere” 

the Cape’s natural charm and heritage. 
Preserving the landscape and restoring it naturally. 
Preserving and restoring historic homes, sites and 

6. Provide better job opportunities for our young people. 
shrines to our famous people. 

WE HAVE TALKED ABOUT THESE THINGS FOR DECADES 
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT. 



S u g g e s t i o n  by t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Secretary o f  t h e  Cape Cod Chamber of 
Commerce, Norman H, Cook 1964 

AN ECONOMIC a p p r o a c h  TO LAND USE 

I n v e s t i s a t i o n ,  researchs p l a n n i n g  and s t u d y  is needed on a number 

of  u s e s  now be ing  made o f  Cape Cod’s  land  and on many proposed and re- 

q u i r e d  f u t u r e  uses .  

The approach  must be f rom a p r a c t i c a l  angle- the economic effect 

o f  t h e  u s e s ,  Are they i n  t h e  best i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  Community? 

u s e s  produce  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  number o f  good j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ?  

Take as a n  e x a m p l e - - ” s t r i p  z o n i n g ” - - t h e  obv ious  d e t r i m e n t s ,  are 

Do t h e  

t r a f f i c  o b s t a c l e s ,  and depressed real es ta te  v a l u e s  immediately 

adjacent t o  t h e  "strip." 

How c a n  a price t a g  be p u t  upon these c o n d i t i o n s ?  

Route 28 from Hyannis  t o  Chatham is  t h e  most t a lked  abou t .  A 

beg inn ing  shou ld  be made here, by s e l e c t i n g  a sizeable area-perhaps 

2 miles o r  more i n  l e n g t h .  

An a s s e s s o r ’ s  type map must be prepared l i s t i n g  .the commercial  

and o t h e r  u s e s  now i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  Then t h e  annua l  tax r e t u r n  c a n  be 

c ompu t e d 

Next a c e n s u s  or i n v e n t o r y  o f  j o b s  and p a y r o l l s  and the i r  

economic v a l u e  t o  t h e  community. 
Then t h e  income t o  t h e  owners and i n v e s t o r s  must be de termined .  

With t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  c o s t  o f  e l i m i n a t i n g  a l l  b u i l d i n g s  and 

c u r r e n t  u s e s  c a n  be de termined .  

c o s t  c o u l d  be s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s .  

have some v a l u e  if  o n l y  i n t a n g i b l e ,  But a l s o  a real v a l u e  c o u l d  be 

p l a c e d  on it by f u r t h e r  s t u d y i n g  how much new v a l u e  is created on t h e  
l and  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  when t h e  "Rural Seaside Atmosphere" i s  r e s t o r e d .  

A d d i t i o n a l  v a l u e  would be o b t a i n e d  because  t ra f f ic  f l o w  would 
increase and become safer. 
c o s t  of creating a new parallel  highway, add ing  t h e  l o s s  o f  v a l u e  on 

I n  some areas a l o n g  t h i s  highway the  

R e s t o r i n g  t h e  " r u r a l  seaside atmosphere"  i n  these areas would 

The price t a g  here can  be compared t o  t h e  



t h e  l and  t a k e n  f o r  the  new highway, 
The new v a c a n t  land  so created c o u l d  be p lanned  f o r  t h e  h i g h e s t - .  

and best use-be i t  open spaces, r e s o r t s ,  d w e l l i n g s ,  o r  p lanned  l o c a -  
t i o n s  f o r  commercial  c e n t e r s  t o  s e r v e  t h e  fo rmer  and new c u s t o m e r s  t o  
be attracted.  

T h i s  c a n  a l l  be done on paper, w i t h o u t  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
u s e s .  Once t h e  c o s t / b e n e f i t  r a t i o  has  been es tabl ished and a f inancing 
p l a n  a r r a n g e d  it c a n  be p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  town mee t ing  f o r  cons ide ra t ion  

I f  adop ted ,  p r i o r i t i e s  would be s e t - u p  f o r  implementing t h e  p l a n ,  
As most o f  t h e  u s e s  on t h i s  highway now i n v o l v e  commercial  e n t e r p r i s e s  
and r e s o r t s ,  new l o c a t i o n s  f o r  these  would be prepared first and t h e  

moves p lanned  i n  advance  t o  c a u s e  t h e  least  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r r u p t i o n  of 
s e r v i c e ,  j o b s  and income. 

as most of t h e  t r a f f i c  g e n e r a t i n g  u s e r s  would be r e l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  same 
g e n e r a l  areas. T r a f f i c  f l o w  would improve because  t h e  number o f  i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n s  would be reduced-perhaps as much as  100 t o  1-traffic 
e x p e r t s  estimate t h a t  f o r  e v e r y  opening  i n  t h e  c u r b - - t r a f f i c  f l o w  a t  
t h a t  p o i n t  is reduced  25%. 

R e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  "Rura l  Seaside Atmosphere" i n  t h e  towns and 
v i l l a g e s  c a r r y i n g  o u t  such  a p l a n  would r e s u l t  i n  p u t t i n g  a n  end t o  
t h e  c h a r g e s  o f  "honky tonkism.”  
estate v a l u e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  highway, b r i n g i n g  t o  these 
communi t ies  more h i g h  income "second home" owners- thereby creat ing 
v a l u a b l e  consumers  for t h e  commercial  i n t e r e s t s  i n  the town o r  v i l l a g e ,  

would become v a l u a b l e  " r e t u r n e e s " - - i n s t e a d  o f  " r o l l e r s .  “ As c o n d i -  
t i o n s  are now, a b o u t  1/2 o f  a l l  ou r  v a c a t i o n e r s  do  n o t  r e t u r n  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  year - in  many cases because  they d o  n o t  f i n d ,  t h e  Cape Cod 

image, t h e y  are seek ing .  

is one o f  t h e  mare c o m p e l l i n g  r e a s o n s  for e s t a b l i s h i n g  a County  
Economic Development and P l a n n i n g  Commiss ion  Towns c a n  of  c o u r s e  
do  t h i s  separately, b u t  the c o n d i t i o n  e x i s t s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  
boundaries and the principal once established can be applied i n  a l l  
towns where it  now p r e v a i l s .  

I t  may be t h o u g h t  t h a t  t r a f f i c  c o n d i t i o n s  would n o t  be Improved, 

I t  would s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e  real 

R e s o r t  owners would f i n d  t h a t  a h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h e i r  g u e s t s  

The i n f o r m a t i o n  needed t o  c o r r e c t  and e l i m i n a t e  " s t r i p  zoning" 



March 13, 1965 
Provincetown, Mass. 

Town Manager Robert Hancock 
Town Hall 
Provincetown, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Hancock; 

The opportunity to meet the voters of Provincetown as whole at Town Meeting 

must have been a welcome and enlightening experience for you. I’m sure that you came 

respresent, both past and present. In turn, the citizens were interested to 

hear expressed for the first time, your point of view regarding several matters. 
these, your discussion of the tax base was ling. Almost all of us are aware of 

somewhat apprehensive over your specific reference 

away from our customery open debate with a better understand ing of what Provincetown 

Among 

: 

your heavy fiscal responsibility to the need to keep taxes at a reasonable 

to be the answer 

in a town manager’s manual for 
will have to be revised to fit 

vious town manager, Mr. Lawrence, 

the mold of a Needham or Medford but 

never seemed to discover the particularized 

creative imagination to adapt the techniques of Provincetown. 

I should think that it 

regards its unusual environment, its unique charm, and its natural beauty as its chief 
No premise of motel millions will save this community toward re- 

for we knew that once this 
it. The wise use of 

not going to make much 

sources of our income are largely 

summer resident and 3..the 



operate here throughout the year, survive with the support from the first two sources 
toward 

of income. Any excessive over-balance third source is going to wipe out the 

town as a year-round community. Fortunately for these of us who live here twelve 

ghost city nine months of the year. We are able to enjoy and appreciate the heritage 

months of the year, it is still year-round community. We do not have to regard a 

which God has given us and the people of Provincetown have developed over a period of 

many years. 

Within the framework of these three sources of income which I have previously 

mentioned, there is room for a great deal of development. The fishing industry will 

receive a tremendous boost from the forthcoming Harbor of Refuge and the growth and 

tainly be reflected here. An industry which still brings in over a million and a half 

dollars a year to the town is not dead. Further, a good working cooperative would 

assist greatly in beating the price squeeze and marketing problems of the fishermen. 

There have been several attempts at forming a cooperative and it is still within the 

realm of possibility that such a cooperative could be establisehd with great benefit 

subsidizing of the fishing industry as a whole throughout the nation will most cor- 

to the fishermen and the town as a whole. 

The summer residents form a second large segment of our supporting economy. These 

people are drawn from many walks of life and are willing and active in contributing 

to the needs of the town. It is from these, that many stores and services receive 

their needed support that extends from early spring until late fall, often the 

Christmas season. Within this group are many artists and professional persons. That 

a reality here. By this, I mean, not an undergraduate but a center for 

post-graduate and mature professionals who seek a serious to the creative 

arts. Such a foundation should not seek tax-exempt status but should be willing to 

contribute its local share of real estate taxes thus giving support to the town. On 

a year-round basis, such an institution would require the needed goods and services 

of local business and contribute to the over-all well-being of the residents. 

is why I have expressed the view that a Working Center for the Arts may someday be 



3. 
The place of the short-term tourist falls very properly in the category of 

adding the third source of income which puts us substantially over the top when added 

to the other two sources, but it should never be thought that it can replace them. 

Business catering to this trade, benefits from the tradition of fishing, the tradition 

of corporation who caters to the seasonal tourist trades on these assets to his own 
advantage and to that at the community, provided he does not destroy them in the process. 

for yourself that offers a great deal of positive challenge to the office of 

Town Manager. I am sure that the residents of Provincetown join my own personal 

wish that you will find your association with us pleasant and rewarding. I have 

in helping you to form a rounded judgement of our community. 

of the art community, and the historic and scenic heritage of the town. Every person 

This then forms the basis of our economy I feel certain you will see 

addressed this letter to you in the sincere hope that it will be of some assistance 

Very Sincerely, 

Josephine Del Deo 
Atkins-Mayo Road 

Copies to: 

“The Provincetown Advocate” 
“The New Beacon” 



AN OPEN LETTER TO- 
THE INHABITANTS OF PROVINCETOWN 

I -  

' This is an appropriate time ta express our thanks to 
the citizens of Provincetown and to the Summer residents 
who so earnestly support the movement last Winter 

A great deal has been accomplished, but we dare not 
relax. There are those who are already seeking to cir- 
cumvent the few new Zoning regulations that we have. 
We must therefore be vigilent! 

Let it be known, that we will  continue our studies of 
Zoning and our quest for betterment in this direction. 

Let it by known, that we wil l  carefully observe requests 
for variances so that justifiable cases and hardship cases 
will not be denied their relief, but that those which im- 
pinge on other property rights and are in direct conflict 
with the law wil l  also be carefully examined with a view 
toward making appropriate protests. 
Let it be known, that further efforts to despoil our com- 
muniity by invoking specious legal loopholes wil l  receive 
close and careful scrutiny by our group and our own 
counsel with a view toward resorting to legal action if necessary. 
W e  appeal to all voting citizens of our Town and to our 
Summer residents to give their continued weight and sustenance to our movement. 

Why do we muster this inte effort? Because 
this is the Town that we love a it is worth 
saving from insensitive encroachments. We must be vig 
ilent! 

We invite you to express 
by mailing contributions to 

for improved Zoning regula ions. 

rt by letters and 

OMMITTEE FOR THE P SERVI 
PROVINCETO 



legal opinion gave him the green 

tion. 
light to go ahead with construc- 

saying the notice of the hearing 
had been published October 9, and 
building permits issued subsequent 
to this date would place Mr. Ro- 
man and others seeking to build 
large motels in the position of pro- 
ceeding at their peril. 

However, notice of hearing ac- 
tually was published. one day short 

On the strength. of this opinio 
Fernando Gonsalves, Building 

the Selectmen to ext 

highway in order to 
specifications of th 
Health regarding the 

building 



A STATUS REPORT ON THE 
PROVINCETOWN ZONING LITIGATION 

The Pe t i t i on  

On A p r i l  23, 1964 a pe t i t i on  was f i l e d  i n  the  Barnstable 

Superior Court on behalf of Mary A.  Campbell, Raymond E. Rice, 

Harr ie t  D. Adams, Abram Burrows and Ethel DuPont, five members  

of the Committee f o r  the Preservation of Provincetown seeking t o  

have the Building Inspector of Provincetown enforce the  new zoning 

code by. ha l t ing  construction of M r .  Robert Roman's motel on the  

s i te  of the former Seascape House on Commercial S t r ee t .  

The pe t i t i one r s  argued, i n  substance, t h a t  t he  zoning by law 

adopted a t  the  Town Meeting on March 9, 1964 was applicable; t ha t ,  

the  motel did not comply with it; t h a t  Roman was not exempt from 

compliance by h i s  permit issued March, 1963, because he had failed, 

as  required by s t a t u t e ,  t o  commence construction work within six 

months a f t e r  i ts  issue. 

The case was advanced f o r  speedy t r i a l  and was t r i e d  before 

Judge Coddaire i n  June, 1964 for  four days. 

The Decision 

On December 18, 1964 Judge Coddaire f i l e d  a t h i r t e e n  page 

decision upholding pe t i t ioners  ‘ main contention. 

concluded: 

The decision 

"The law requires t h a t  Mandamus should issue ordering the  

Building Inspector of the Town of Provincetown t o  revoke the  
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permit issued t o  Roman f o r  the  motel, and t o  forbid and prevent 

any fu r the r  construction of the motel i f  construction has not  

been completed. 

The equi t ies  of the  case warrant and make it appropriate 

t h a t  i n  the a l t e rna t ive  Roman be allowed t o  renovate and remodel 

h i s  motel t o  bring it in to  harmony and compliance with the Zoning 

Law a s  amended i n  1964." 

dent Building Inspector of the Town of Provincetown t o  enforce 

the Zoning Laws of the  Town of Provincetown a s  amended i n  March 

1964 t o  compel the Respondent Robert Roman t o  comply there- 

with; and t h a t  pending compliance t h a t  the  respondent Roman be 

enjoined from making use of the  motel building." 

The Judge then ordered the  “Respon- 

Immediately following the  decision Roman is reported t o  have 

announced publicly tha t  it would be impossible t o  remodel the 

motel, and t h a t  he  would appeal t o  the  Supreme J u d i c i a l  Court. 

The Appeals 

On December 23, 1964 Roman's attorney commenced proceedings 

t o  appeal,  t o  obtain a new t r i a l  and t o  have the  injunction 

l i f t e d  u n t i l  t he  case is f i n a l l y  decided by the  Supreme J u d i c i a l  

Court, which may not occur u n t i l  May o r  June 1965 at the  earliest. 

To pro tec t  t h e i r  r i g h t s  and t o  ensure t h a t  a l l  issues a r e  
I 

presented t o  the  Supreme Jud ic i a l  Court the pe t i t ioners  on 

January 6, 1965 f i l e d  a cross Appeal. They a l s o  f i l e d  a motion 
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We now have word that the above 4 motions were denied y the J 
and d also the petitioners motion to continue the inju injun ct ction during the Judge considers the case This means motel can operate while/if the Supreme Court considers the case e case operate Sincere incere ly yours, Barbara Malicoat 



ED IT0 RI ALLY S PEAKI NG 

Whether we like it or not, all legal 
obstacles to. the construction of the 
Surfside Motor Inn on the shore side 
at the site of the former Seascape 
House is going ahead, following an} 
opinion made last Tuesday by town 
counsel. Permits have been returned' 
to him, and the Board of Selectmen 

the side where he was to 

round resident taxpayers have also ex- 
pressed satisfaction with the project. 
Opposition has come from some who do 

drawn up committees and groups, who 
did not oppose openly or in print other 
building in the general area of the 
proposed motel, 'when it came about 
several years ago. The owner certainly 
cannot be expected to leave the area 



At the monthly meeting of the Prov- 

to Mondays so th 
town is without a 
bers believed that 
were not sufficien 

Ball, said if this happened, we would 
revert to the dark ages because quali- 
fied selectmen who knew how to 
handle the manifold details of so large 

ration certainly could not be 

Fear was expressed over the digging 
out of the beach below both mean and 
low water by Robert Roman. This has 
at least temporarily created an artiti- 
cial depth of three or more feet which 
means that the waves in a southerly 
storm will be raised by that much. 

r if found, would not run. 

from the monument back to 



HYANNIS, Feb. 22 A year 

tering descriptions and a 

New Requirements 
In the first place. no motels 

may be constructed anywhere in 
the town except the greater Hy 



Committee for the Preservation of Provincetown, 1964 




