& \ ’
e

Life Savers of Cape Cod, * - 1

% The

T e e s e e S e S S s S mm S e e

PEAKED HILL BAR LIFE SAVING STATION, Continued

The station is located two and one-half miles east of Provincetown
village, and its approximate position as obtained from the latest coast
survey charts is latitude north 42° o4’ 40”, longitude 70° og’ 50",
From Provincetown the road to the station crosses the great sand
deserts for which that region is noted.

This station is supplied with two surf-boats, one four oared, the
other five, two sets of beach apparatus, breeches-buoys, guns, etc.,
and a practice boat.

Captain Cook and his crew of the Peaked Hill Bars Station have
taken twenty-five persons ashore in their surf-boat, and one in the
breeches-buoy since Captain Cook assumed charge of the station.

PANCHITA, DRIVEN ASHORE AT PROVINCETOWN.

of his station, Nov. 3, 1852. He has been in the life-saving service
for twenty years, fourteen years as a surfman and six as keeper at this
station. When a boy he evidenced great love for boats, and after
leaving school, until he entered the life-saving service, he spent nearly
all his time at sea. He was first in the merchant service, but later
joined the fleet of whaling vessels that cruised on the north and south
Atlantic grounds, gaining a wide experience as a whaleman, and be-
coming thoroughly familiar with the handling of boats under the most
trying conditions and roughest weather.

When he decided to enter

THE SAND DUNES ON THE WAY TO PEAKED HILL BARS STATION.

the life-saving service the department was glad to secure him, and as

The following vessels, which struck on the Peaked Hill Bars, became a an evidence of their faith in his ability, they assigned him to the danger-

total loss: Willie H. Higgins, Albert L. Butler, Cathie C. Berry,
Kate L. Robinson, and Jennie C. May.

Seven men and one woman were taken ashore from the /iggins.
The captain and one sailor were washed ashore from the schooner
Albert L. Butler, which was wrecked during the memorable Novem-
ber gale of ‘98, and one man was taken off by the breeches-buoy,
while two others were taken ashore after the tide went down.

The schooner Cathic Berry stranded during a terrific gale. The
life savers launched their boat and went to her only to find her aban-
doned. The schooner Helen came ashore during a bad time; the life
savers went to her in their boat, but none of the crew came ashore.

The schooner Kate L. Robinson carried a crew of seven men, and
all were rescued by Captain Cook and his crew in their surf-boat.
The crew of the Z7/wta, seven in number, together with a woman
passenger, were also taken ashore in the surf-boat, as were two mem-
bers of thecrew of the Jennic C. May.

CAPTAIN COOK. PEAKED HILL BARS.
Capt. William W. Cook, keeper of the Peaked Hill Bars Station, one
of the most dangerous of all, was born in Provincetown, within sight
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ous Peaked Hill Bars Station, under the late Capt. Isaac G. Fisher.

For fourteen years Captain Cook patrolled the beaches and faith-
fully performed the duties of a surfman, and then succeeded Captain
Fisher as keeper, when the latter was transferred to the Wood End
Station. In all his years of experience, both as a surfman and keeper
of this station, Captain Cook has never had his boat capsized, has
never been overboard from his boat, and has never lost or had a mem-
ber of his crew seriously injured in the performance of duty.

Of all the wrecks which Captain Cook and his crew have gone to, one
of the most hazardous undertakings was at the wreck of the three-masted
schooner Willie /1. Higgins, in March, 1898, from which they rescued
seven men and one woman in the surf-boat. At the wreck of the
schooner 77eta, Captain Cook and his crew made a most daring rescue
The rescue was made in
the surf-boat in a riotous sea that threatened to engulf the boat and
drown both rescued and rescuers.

of her crew of seven, and the captain’s wife.

The thrilling rescue was witnessed
by a vast multitude that had assembled on the beach, and a mighty
cheer was sent up as willing hands pulled the surf-boat out of the
maddened waters onto the beach.

Captain Cook uses a twenty-one foot steering oar when going
wreck in the surf boat, and to this he attributes his great success in
handling the craft under the worst conditions of wind or wave. The
steering oar is the same kind as he used when a whaleman. That he is
skilled in the use of it is evidenced by the enviable record he has made
since he has been keeper of the station.

to a

He is a warrior of the sea who




