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BEACH COMBERS WAITING TO STRIP THE WRECKED VESSEL.

detailed to it from the Revenue Cutter Service, have, from time to
time, suggested and assisted to carry into effect important improve-
ments.

““The life-saving service was not designed and laid out at one stroke,
in a single comprehensive plan, as an architect designs a building, or
a military genius, perhaps, devised a scheme of army organization,
but its system and development have been accomplished step by step,
day teaching unto day the necessity and wisdom of each successive
measure of progress.”’
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PEAKED HILL BARS STATION.

The Peaked Hill Bars Station is another of the original nine stations
which were erected on Cape Cod in 1872. A more bleak or dangerous
stretch of coast can hardly be found in the United States than at this
station. The coast near the station rightly bears the name ‘¢ Ocean
Graveyard.” Sunken rips stretch far out under the sea at this place,
ever ready to grasp the keels of the ships that sail down upon them,
and many appalling disasters have taken place there. There are two
lines of bars that lie submerged off the shore at Peaked Hill Bars Sta-
tion, the outer and inner bars they are called. They run parallel with
the coast line for a distance of about six miles. The outer bars lie
about fourteen hundred yards offshore, the inner bars about six hun-
dred. These bars are ever shifting, and the depth of water on them
varies in accordance. It is not often that vessels are wrecked on the
outer bars, although they often strike there and are driven over them
only to meet with destruction on the inner bars. The surfmen of this
station have a patrol of about two miles east and west, meeting and
exchanging checks on the westward patrol with the surfmen from
Race Point Station on the eastward with the surfmen of the High Head
Station.

When the station was erected there was a long stretch of low beach

PEAKED HILL BARS STATION.

between it and the shore, but now sand dunes made by the action of
the wind shut off all view of the ocean except from the lookout tower
on the station. It is at this station that the effect of the flying sand
upon the glass in the windows is plainly seen, the whirlwinds of sand
having made them as rough as if they had been dipped in acid, and
almost shutting out the light of day. This effect of the sand in de-
stroying the transparency of the window-panes is an object of curiosity
and never-failing wonder to visitors. On the bluff overlooking the
ocean the crew have erected a small building, where the day watches
keep a lookout and members of the crew spend some of their leisure
moments.



