BARK KATE HARDING HIGH AND DRY ON THE BEACH AND SOON A TOTAL WRECK.

midnight, and the days are each set apart for some particular kind of
employment.

- On Monday the members of the crew are employed putting the
station in order. On Tuesday, weather permitting, the crew are
drilled in launching and landing in the life-boat through the surf.

On Wednesday the men are drilled in the International and General
code of signals. ' ,

Thursday, the crew drill with the beach apparatus and breeches-
buoy. :

Friday, the crew practice the resuscitation drill for restoring the
apparently drowned.

Saturday is wash-day.

Sunday is devoted to religious practices.

SALARIES OF THE KEEPERS AND SURFMEN.

The keepers of the life-saving stations receive $goo per year for
their services, and the surfmen $65 per month. ‘

In the early history of the life-saving service the keepers received
but $200 per year, later their salary was increased to $400, then to
$700, and, finally, to the present figure.

The surfmen in the early days of the service received but $40
per month, later it was increased to $4s5, then to $60, and, finally,
to the present sum.

At the opening of the ‘“active season,” August 1 of each year, the
/men assemble at their respective stations and establish themselves for
a residence of ten months, being allowed one day in seven to visit
| their homes between sunrise and sunset. They arrange for their
housekeeping, usually forming a mess, each man taking turns by the
| week in cooking. The crew is organized by the keeper arranging

' and numbering them in their supposed order of merit, the most com- |

petent and trustworthy being designated as No. T, the next No. z,
and so on. These numbers are changed by promotion as vacancies
occur, or by such rearrangement from time to time as proficiency in
drill and performance of duty may dictate. Whenever the keeper is
absent, the No. 1 surfman assumes command and exercises the keeper's |
functions. When the rank of the crew has been fixed, the keeper \‘
assigns to each his position and prepares station bills for the day !
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From: "The Life Savers of Cape Cod.™ -

watch, night patrol, boat and apparatus drill, care of the station, etc.

Then all is_ready for the active work and the watch of the sea and
' shore that never ceases, day or night, until the close of the active
| season ten months later.

The patrol of the beaches each night, and during thick weather
by day, by which stranded vessels are promptly discovered and the
rescue of the imperiled crews made the object of effort by the life
saver, distinguishes the United States Life-Saving Service from all |
others in the world, and in a great measure accounts for its unpar- |
alleled triumphs in rescuing shipwrecked seafarers.

If the surfman sights a vessel in distress or running into danger
during the night, he fires a brilliant red Coston signal which he always
carries. This is a signal to the shipwrecked crew
that they have been seen and assistance has been
summoned, and to the crew of a vessel which is
approaching the danger line along the coast that it
is time to haul offshore.

During the daylight on clear days the watch is
kept from a lookout on the station, or by observation
from points where the entire beach and sea limits
of the station’s district can be clearly seen. Foggy
days, and during thick weather, and every night,
fair or foul, the watch is by the patrol of every foot
of the water front of each district. The stations are
located about five miles apart, and the district patrol
beats of each are thus about two and one-half miles
on either side of the station. The boundaries of
each district are marked by a little hut in some pro-
tected spot on the beach called ¢ The half-way
house,” except at the Wood End Station. The night |
patrol is divided into four watches, one from sunset to 8 o’clock (the
dog watch), one from 8 to 12, one from 12 to 4, and one from 4 to |
sunrise. Two surfmen are designated for each watch. '
When the time for their patrol arrives, the surfmen set out from

COSTON SIGNAL.

BEACH COMBERS AT WORK STRIPPING THE WRECKED FISHING VESSEL FORTUNA.




