exposed

west patrol, five minutes after,
struck, as the Coast Guard was
returning over his beat towards the
station. He at once made signal to

beach hills, where the sand and
drifting snow was extremely soft
and yielding. They labored heroically, and in spite of all obstacles
arrived in sight of the wreck in less
than half an hour from the time
they left the station.
“By that time the masts were
gone, and with the rapidly rising
tide the schooner had beat in over
the bar to within 25 or 35 yards of
the beach. Keeper Fisher had run
on ahead of the slow moving starapidly breaking up, and that
ere would be no time to rig the

I

Exactly four days later, the same
life saving crew showing their bravery during the wreck of the Robert

keeper and crew of Peaked Hill Bar

from hitting floating wreckage. He
had also swallowed a great deal of
water and was in a sorry plight.
The next to be landed in the same:
way was the captain. He was so‘
much exhausted that his men hod‘
to attach the line to him, being unable to do it himself. The remain-,
ing three soon followed, one by one,
the life-savers wading out as far as
possible 5 s they drew them in from
the wreck.
“They were rescued just in time.
A few minutes later the wreck
I broke into fragments and was soon
scattered by the surf. A delay of
five minutes would probably have
been fatal to every soul on board.
T h e castaways were a t once taken
to the station and dressed with dry,
warm garments from the supply
placed there by the Women’s National Relief Association It was
fortunate they were thus able to
supply the wants of the captain’s
wife, as it would otherwise have
been necessary to send all the way
to Provincetown for clothing. Resfrom the medicine chest
also helped, and all soon came
around all right, so that two hours
later, when Dr. John M. Crocker of
Provincetown drove over to give aid
it was not needed.
“It should be stated that the
crew of the Race Point Station also
sped to the scene as soon as the
disaster was learned, but were too
late to be of any service. They arrived just a few minutes after the
last man reached the shore. T h e
peopel remained at the station three
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Peter Johnson.”

in’s wife, and then, telling her to
ujmp he sprang overboard with
with the end of the line in his
d her in reaching the

vessel had s

! the

Thomas Browne
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t over the group on
as caught by the ship’s

themselves to such risk

our way without a word i

discovered us and signal

B. Smith
April 3, 1884-The
mid-watch
(night) patrol eastward from the
Peaked Hill Bar Station, Cape Cod,

(Second District), coast of Massachusetts, when near the limit of his
beat, sighted a vessel standing to
the westward and dangerously near
the bar. Thewind was fresh from
the northeast, with frequent flurries of snow. H e flashed a Coston
light to warn her off, but as she
paid no attention to the signal and
continued on the same course, h e
concluded to follow her up.
gradually edged in towards She
the
shore and at 2 o’clock, when nearly
‘abreast of the station, fetched up.
It took but a few moments to give’
the alarm at the station, and t h e
crew were soon out. The craft was
a schooner of about 100 tons, a n d
her people could be distinctly seen
in the rigging. As she was not more
than 25 yards from the shore, the
keeper decided upon an attempt to
land them without using the boat
or rigging the breeches-buoy
eastablished
c o m m u n i c a t i o n by
I
throwing the end of the heavlngline on board, and by means thereof sent off the hawser, which the
sailors quickly made fast, the shore,
end being held by two or three surfmen. H e and another man then,
‘with lines around their bodies,
waded out as far as possible, steadying themselves by the hawser, and
called to the sailors to come in on
the hawser one at a time. This
was done, and as they met each
man he was a t once assisted to the
beach. Four persons, the entire
crew, were ,thus rescued. T h e affair was so well managed that in
‘half an hour they were all safe at
the station. It was then learned
I that the stranded vessel was t h e
Robert B. Smith, of and from Rockland, Maine, for New York, with a
cargo of lime. T h e crew of the next
station east (High Head) came up
soon afterwards but too late to be
o f any service. T h e schooner
1 came a total loss. The four m e n
were sheltered‘ a t the station for
~

k, succeeded in getting on part

five minutes to 12 lone and one-

be-

following vote of thanks:
“Resolution tendering the thanks
of the general court to Keeper Isaac
G. Fisher and crew of the Peaked
Hill Bar Station Provincetown.
“Whereas during the last week
the schooners William H. Mailler
and Robert B. Smith were wrecked
upon Peaked Hill Bar, Provincetown; and whereas in the rescue of
the passengers and crew marked
bravery and heroism were displayed
by the keeper and crew of the
Peaked H
i
l
l Bar Life Saving Station; Therefore,
“Be it resolved that the thanks
of the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled be, and hereby are, tendered to Keeper Isaac G. Fisher and
Surfmen William W. Cook, James

back shore of the Cape was

