
by Donald G. Trayser, Clerk of the Courts 
Barnstable County May 1852 

Cape Cod yesterdays, being notes 
on happenings one hundred years 
ago this month: 

Provincetown Wrecks, wrecks, 
is the startling cry. Such a week 
(the mid-April gale) has ever been 
known for disaster and death back 
of this part of the Cape. First, the 
ship Inez, of Newburyport, a new 
vessel loaded with cotton, came on 
shore, crew saved. Next came the 
British bark Queen, loaded with 
sugar. The same night an English 
schooner leaded with wood was 
ashore. A topsail schooner an- 
chored the next day and was sup- 
plied with sails which she had lost. 
The wind however shifted, blew 
on shore and soon raised a sea; 
she was driven into the breakersl 
during the night-and men o n  
shore could render persons o n  
board no aid. The crew were in 
momentary expectation that the 
vessel woul go to pieces. The son 
of the Captain became much chill- 
ed. Discovering that they must 
soon perish if they remained by 
the wreck, the Captain divested 
himself of his clothing, attached a 
line to his person, and threw him- 
self into the surf with the desper- 
ate hope of reaching shore. He 
was successful; by means of the 

line to his person the whole crew 
were released from their perilous 
condition and all saved. A few 
moments after they were landed 
the wreck was in pieces and float- 
ing about the shore. 

Last evening the bark Josepha 
was discovered on the outer bar, 
near the head, of the meadow in 
North Truro. The stern of the 
bark had broken up. The crew, 
whose crys for help were heard 
above the roar of the winds were 
seen upon the foremast. But no 

nstant, and the dory capsized and 
he brave fellows who struggled' 
o hard for the lives of others,; 
were struggling for their own 
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ir eyes and raised their 
heaven It was now near- 
the gun from the life 

ouse, for throwing a line to 
e sufferers, was burst in firing, 

into a thousand pieces. A fire was 
kindled on the beach and watch 
was kept to rescue any that might 
possibly float from the wreck, 
which was fast breaking up. A 
great crash and the disappearance 
of the bark induced the watchers to go along the shore, hoping pos- 
sibly to save someone in the surf. 
None were found; but on coming 
back to the fire, one man was 
seated there, and another was 
found quite exhausted near by. 
Two out of 18 saved, and two more 
lost in attempting to save them! 

August 7, 1902 ------------_------ 
Wreckers are engaged with a 

steam lighter in taking out the car- 
go of coal of the Jennie C. May, the 
three master which went ashore at 
Peaked Hill .last spring. 
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CAPE COD WRECKS IN 1850 
By Gustavua Swift Paine 

ra of Provincetown, bound from Bos- 
ton for North carolina with a cargo 
of salt, potatoes, herring, etc. was' 
discovered to be on fire about 11 
A. M. alongside the Union Wharf at 
Provincetown. The vessel was filled 
with water, causing about $600 dam- 
age to the cargo, which belonged to ,  
the Union Wharf Co. The s 
itself received but trifling da 

Chatham bar May 
Pilot, Captain Kelly, 
Boston with sand 
town, sprang a leak 

dridge, of Barnstable, 
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