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Moon-Cussers 
Moon-cussing is a more or less 

mythical occupation said to have 
been indulged in by settlers of the 
lower Cape, from Chatham on down 
to Provincetown. Ships lured 
ashore in the dark of the moon 

could be looted at leisure, if the 
moon came out unexpectedly from 
behind clouds it would be roundly 

,cussed-hence the name. Henry 
Kittredge has written an entertain- 
ing book on Moon-cussrs of Cape 

Cod”. Cape Codders deny there 
was ever any mooncussing on the 
Cape. Wreckage gathered from the 
shore, or honest salvage from an 
abandoned ship, was a different 
thing, and many a Cape Cod home 
has relics of ships wrecked on sand- 
bars along the back side. 

From 1907 to 1917 there were 156 

more than one every month for a 
wrecks along the “backside”, 

decade. or 


