
September 27, 1956 

Museum Pieces In Town Hall Basement 

Well sir, these Fall evenings could be a mite boresome if 
it Weren’t for  an occasional unusual happening or two 
Last night it was the sudden, frightening blast of a jet plane 
breaking through the sound barrier somewhere over the Nar  
row Land party lines jangled as triple vibrations shook 
window sashes and bric-a-brac danced on Pamet mantles 
Reminds us of the time the forest fire broke out atop Peters 
Hill overlooking North Truro. Long before the days of fire 

men weilding shovels, and brooms, and limber branches of 
green brush. Started near the State Highway, if memory 
serves, and, on a strong southeasterly breeze it worked back 
from the road in the general direction of John Lucas’ prop- 
erty. 

John, in those days, engaged in the distribution of m- 
dent spirits, and since the law frowned on this practice, 
John found it necessary to cache his supply in the golden 

Not only are these intensely interesting pieces of early fire- 
fighting equipment but they are fine examples of hand-wrought 
iron work, revealing all the grace and beauty that our early 
artisans seemed, somehow, able to put into their products in- 
tended for ordinary use, whether a clipper ship or a kit 
chair. On the sides of our early fire pumpers are the 
traits, done in oil, of the celebrities after whom they are nam- 

fires, and the long lengths of rope for those who assisted. In- 
tact, too, are the hand-wrought brass fixtures and the lam 
which are similar to those used on horse-drawn carriages 
many years ago. 

There is hardly a museum of antiquities in the country 
would not consider these fine old pumps priceless acquisitions. 
They would show them proudly and prominently, restored and 
polished, as they once were when they were important items 

Now that the Cape Cod Pilgrim Memorial Association, which 

ed’ Intact are the grab irons used in hauling the pumps to 
apparatus in town, the blaze was fought by the strong arms of 

~- 

Provincetown has three ancient. fire pumpers that would be Of the community’s q u e  ment. 
proudly displayed in any museum of antiquities but here two 
of them are collecting dust in Town Hall basement while the has charge of our Pilgrim Monument, has broadened its scope 

NOVEMBER 14, 1957 

Fire Signals 

to Franklin Street 
Inn District Provincetown 

Signal - One blast on Fire 
Siren. 

District 2-Franklin to Court 
Street Signal-Two blasts on 
Fire Siren. 
District 3-Court to Center 
Street Signal-Three blasts 
on Fire Siren 
District 4-Center to Howland 
Street Signal-Four blasts on 
Fire Siren. 
District 5-Howland Street to 
Town Line. Signal-Five blasts 
on Fire Siren 

December ‘1959 
THIS WEEK Fire Pumper No. should be back in its house 

for which contractor Joe Bent has built a new first floor from 
the foundation up to the second story. A new lift type door 
has been installed and it will be painted red and the house  
itself, will be painted. So Pumper No. 3 will really have 
renovated quarters throughout and once more Driver Nor- 
man Cook will be able to slide out from Adam’s Pharmacy 
to the wheel of the pumper and have it on its way to a fire 
before the siren stops sounding. 


