
P ge l 

The operATI( ns OP ',Hl llJITI N L T. AP . 

'rhe equi rnent of tho National 'I'rap consists of four fish
traps, e tr p bo 1; Charlotte and a scow and several dories und 
other fishin ear.

i'he trap boat Charlotte isan open bo t 36 fe t long by 
10'-6" b am nd <t l"t. draft weighing less than 5 Tons et . It 
ther·efore is classified as n undocumemted Ve"eel and a mutbor !.n 
a a.rded it by tl e U. s. Coast Guard. The number is 4 B.. 656
As 1 t is undocum ntecl it does not have to b registered in tho 
Customs Office of the u.s 

.1he four ish traps are nets strung on poles that re driven
into the ground. These poles ro set it · aters of nbout 42 1'uet nt 
the outermost t ap ond run inshore at ri 'ht anggles to the beach
The inner ost trap is nea rlyon the beach. The out r ost trap iu 
pos 1bly 3/4 of e mile from shore.

11he Captei is s lectedby tho iational T1 a p nd he chooses
his own ere ot four men. Fishing these traps usually starts _n 
A r 1 nd nds in l ovember r or e rlyDec ber.

The m n o out e rly in tl o mornin ~ :tn the Bo t Charl otte
on very we k < 1 y that t 1 eather is oo and draw these traps.
They do not work on S nduy . !f' ;hero ! s ny f1 sh in the tl•up they
take it in "Ghe boat to thelocal pior wher 1t is either shipped to 
m rke t or sold loc lly. Th e averragge di stanee along the shorefrom
the traps s to the p er is about four miles . 

The n fish on a 50/50 layexcopt the Capt ... n ~ho iH pn1d 
e 2% cor sion out of tho Companies share llo Social Security!u 
p id to t e u.s ov rnmen1t by th<, ,rnpi; or crew or ~ 1;iontl Tl•op 
b c uae they do not come withthin the scope of tho Federal Insurance
Compensation Act bni g a boat of 1 ss thr.n 10 tons Register. Ho 
t. e.s nemployment Co pensation 1. s paid on them eithe:r b~r f.,hP. 'n ,1, nel 
rap. i thholding Taxes ru•u collected and p. id on a.mou 1tr. Hht l't,d . 

1(b. n tho tr ps arc h ul d up !'or tl..o winter tl e en men nnd repa ir
them. Thiss work is usually done from id January to April . The men
are peid on hourly wa e th .n. Social ~ ecrityis eollectoc fron· the 
men and paid b t w men and ational Trr p. as . .... tate Cor pensation
is paid by the J. ntiona.l Tra p andwithhold.. ng taxes are takenout o!'' we 

he Tra p Fisherma n of rovincetown d ~ orth Truro and t ll of
the companies doing this typ oi' f1shin6 operate under a Trap 
Pisherm n Agreement made vi th Chauffeurs, \ arehousemen and ~ lpm•a, 
Loc al Union #59 edford ass. affiliate i th the Intarnat;ion 
Brotherhood of eamsters, Chauffeurs arehousemen and helpers or 
Am rica, A. F. L . and h tlantic Coast Fissheries Traps; Sou l•ood 
Packers Inc . ; 1 ationalTrap; Bilvn Traps; and Pond Village o cold Storage g
Co. This greement w a signed by S. P. J son Sec . Treas & Bus. Rep or 
the Union and the above mentioned trap Companies . All trap fisherm n 
h v to be members of this Union and abide by this agreenant. 1 cop)y 
isattached A. TICLE Vlll of this r e.rnent states thr'C n ':!:'1 E ~ iALL 
BE NO HAULING 0 ' TRAPS Ol \ OhK OP AllY T·JlTUI PrJ OH .1 D OH SUNDAY

on Sunday Nove bel 26, 1950 at approximate ly :30 P.M. in the 
afternoon John Raymond was injuredwhen h helped put down tho cradle
belon in to the at1on 1 Trapp. ?.he Boat Chnrlotte ni hs less thon 
5 Ton Net end the cradle \eighu nbout or R littleunder ton. 
Jo m Raymond as a member of tho Union mentioned above . Ilo eould not 
under the Union a rt: ment do anywork _or the ational Trap oon a ~lun gy . 
John Raymond had bee Tra p Fishong with the t!onel Trap since 193 7
or be ore . He had helped put down this cradle nt least twice u year
1 t:he same r, anner without 11 jury to himself or t 1y one . There ' as no 
ush to pit down tha cradle bocnuse of stress a.nd exci tement in trying

to s ve th Charlotte The ~oat Oha.rlotte s then safely tied to he 
i r . 'l' str te ent of Capt. Fields nd two crew members proves.e t;his . 
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ND Af CID NTTO JOHN RA OND 

Ca t Hohn Fields, John Raymond Joseph H. Pcr•ry, Antono Dutr 
and Arthur J. Roderick ere working on uttin do n the cradle this 
Sunday afternoon at their own risk. Tho other three men Philip Days,
Carl Sawyer and Frank Rosa Jr. were doing so too . No written or 
oral agr ement was made by tho National Trap, Geor e F. Miller Jr• Pr e . 
or by Geor e F . iller Jr personally hiring them to do this wot•k 1th 
pay or with out pay. The G ptaincould not direct his men to do, this
work · as the n1on A reement states No vork of any nature shall be done 
on a Sunday~ 

Any work done to save the Charlotte on Sundayw -- their was done
voluntarily . Any ork done becauseof an emergency ceased when the 
bo ·t was pulled off of the beach and towed to tho Provincetow n Cold
Storage Co pl r and tied up to the pier. The boat as then safe nd as 
the C ptain stated in his siggned account he intended to come to work 
on Monday morning and he and the crew would then perform duties thnt 
came within their scop On thatparticular Monday morning it m eant
putting down a cradle and h u1 in; the Charlotte on to our railway
John Raymond nd the other men mentioned above volunt rillyand at
their ov.n risk decided amon st themselves to put down tho cradle on 
this Sunday afternoon Nov . 26, 1950. John Raymond as injured. e
had done 'this work many times before He must have injured himself
because of c relessness on hispart After he was injured l e did not 
see fit for over t o months to tulte the )roper care of himself. He
a revated his injury by driving his caemany times beforehe finally
went to the Hyannis Hospital and even ftor that he did not do 
what I would think a man ith his injury ould do . 

S!gned 

George F . Miller J r.
President, at1on 1 Trap
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Mr George F Miller,Jr. 
173 Commercial St 
Provincetown, Mass 

...J 

November 26, 1962 

RE: E 50112A John Raymond vs National Trap 

Dear Mr Miller: 

In accordance with the conversation we had yesterday 
afternoon, enclosed you will find a typewritten copy 
of the papers I took from you named the Writ of 
Attachement, Summons, and the Complaint. 

The originals of the papers together with the complete 
file has this date been transferred to our Boston office 
for assignment to counsel . 

Encls. 

Very truly yours, 

L.S.Hathaway
L. S. HATHAWAY 
Superintendent 

THE EMPLOYERS' GROUP MAN IS THE MAN WITH THE PLAN 



Copy 

Provincetown, ass. Nov . 29, 1952

To the ational Trap
G or e F. .iller Jr . 

The Bo t Cl el .. lotte went ashore in storm Sat . Night at 
ebout 9 . 00 P.M . ov . 25, 1950 It \ ent ashore in back of .Tolly Jacks
and "Co the eastern side of the Town Pier.

I and the members of our ere ent down to the Boot Charlotte 
on th be ch and baled out the waterr e.nd cover«.d ov r· t 1 th o nv u the 
damag e to it . ' e then wont home. ii.hout 12 or 1 oclock there was a fire 
in Provincetown and after r the fire one of th crew came and told me th t 
a bi dre ·er the Mary M ,1d linL had.. come ashore and bumped into the 
Charlotte . I ent back down to the Boat; but there wasn'tt anyth1 n ~ tl t 
could be done . 

In themorning the stor m was allover . rho sun was out a 1 the
ee as smooth. Th members of tho crew c me downn to the Trarp shed

and we went over to the Boat Chnrlotte agein . we bailed it out and patched
it u ith canvas and then tho tide came in 1t floated and we towed it 
over to th Provincetown Cold ! to1•u o Co wharf. \ e to ed it by rowing
dory and we tied 1 t up there We took out the batteries... to dry them nd
did a fe other thin a to hel out

It was ,;ettina late in tho afternoon . There ro other on 
on the shore eround our trnp shed. I told th J crew that in tht morning
we would como down and put down the crudl and haul the Boat out on our 
rail ay and inspect nd r epair the d e . ut Sinc there these
other men around to giveus a hentl the ere u reed it ould be 1 ~ood 
idea to put the cradle down then instead of early P onday morning when 
it wouldbe dark.

..... o we put th cradle down Carl Sawyer, Philip Days a1d Frank
Rose Jr . were the m n thatgave us a hand .e put the cradle down
the s ame ay e hnd done 1 t many times before I startedd to go bt elt 
to the trvp shed after the cradle aa do n when aorn one said that John 
Raymond hed been hurt . I took hi.a in ro:r cttr to the Doctors. l fmbort3 of 
the cr ent with me.• . e want to Dr. Riley's office first but ho was
not there so then ent to Dr . n. H. Bieber s office . 

Witness Signed

Mrs. Fannie Fields Cept. John Fields 

I h .. ave read tl e story ui VP!' hy c Capt. Fields
and agree that it is the true story of the accident

Si ·ned 

JosephR. Perry 
Arthur J. Ro derick



WRIT OF ATTACHMENT 

The Prsident of the United States of America 

To The Marshall of our District of Massachusetts or his Deputy. 

In an action filed in the District Court of the United States 
for the District of Mass. on which 

John R Raymond 

of Provincetown 

is plaintiff and 

George F Miller, Jr. of sai d Provincetown at 173 
Commercial Street 

is defendant 

We command you to attach the goods and estate of said George F 
Miller Jr. defendant to tbe value of Seventy-five thousant 
dollars, as prayed for by the said plaintiff, and make due 
return of this writ with yourdoings thereon. 

Dated at Boston t he 20th day of November 1952 

John A Canavan, Clerk 
BY: Frances R Foley, Deputy Clerk 



Summons in a Civil Action 

JOHN R RAYMOND 

United States District Court 
For the 

District of Mannashusetts 

Plaintiff 

v. 

GEORGE F MILLER, JR. 

Defendant 

To the above named Defendant: 

FORD, J 
No. 52-1298 CA 

Civil Action File No. 52-
1298 

SUMMONS 

You are hereby summoned and required to serve upon James M Langan 

Plaintiff's attorney, whose address is 41 Tremont St, Boston, Mass. 

An answer to the complaint which is herewith served upon you, within 
20 days after service of this summons upon you, exclusive of the day of 
service. If you fail to do so, judgment by default will be taken 
against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 

Date: November 20, 1952 

John A Canavan 
Clerk of Court 

Frances R Foley 
Deputy Clerk 



United States of America 
United States District Court 

John R Raymond, Plaintiff 
v 

George F Miller, Jr.Defendant 

COMPLAINT 

District of Massachusetts 
Civil Action 

To theHonorable Judges of the United States Court, District of 
Massachusetts: 
RESPECTFULLY REPRESENT your plaintiff, John R Raymond, that 
he is a resident of Provincetown, Massachusetts, and that he 
brings this action against George F Miller, Jr., a resident of 
said Provincetown. 

1. The action arises under the Jones Act of the United 
States, more particularly known as Section 33 of the Act of 
June 5, 1920, Chapter 250, 41 Statutes 1007. 

2. That on November 26, 1950 your plaintiff was a member 
of the crew of the motor ship CHARLETTE and had been a member of 
the crew and a fisherman for some months prior to Nov 26, 1950, 
and had been in the employ of the defendant in the above capaci-
ties, and that on said date and for some months prior, the defen-
dant was the owner of the said ship CHARLOTTE and used it in 
fishing in interstate waters and on the high seas. 

3. That on November 26, 1950 your plaintiff, while in the 
employ of the defendant and following instructions of the Captain 
of the CHARLOTTE, in endeavoring to save the Charlotte which had 
broken loose from its moorings during a storm in the Provincetown 
Harbor, and in the course of his duties and within the scope of 
his employment, at or about 5:15 in the afternoon of said Nov. 
26, 1950, due to the defendants failure to provide a reasonably 
safe place for plaintiff to perform said duties, and due to the 
defendant's failure to inspect all appliances and ways to deter-
mine the existence of any unsafe and dangerous conditions, was 
injured. 

4. That prior to the injuries which the plaintiff received 
at the time of this accident, he was a strong, able-bodied man, 
capable of earning and earning approximately three thousand ($3000) 
dollars per year, and because of these injuries he has been made 
incapable of any gainful activity and has suffered great physical 
and mental pain and has incurred great expense for medicine, 
medical attention and hospitalization. 

5.That the plaintiff brings this actionpursuant to Section 
33 of the Merchant Marine Act of 1920, and elects to maintain 
this action for damages at law with the right ofa trial by jury 
and to take the benefit of all Statutes of the nited States 
modifying or extending the common law right or remedy in case of 
personal injury, and demands judgment against the defendant in 
the sum of seventy-five thousand ($75,000) dollars. 

John R Raymond, Plaintiff
BY: James M Langan,.. Attorney for PLT
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