Mise Given'® Careers

S o St A 2028 T

Mise Thelma Given, violinist of inSernational
fape , was borm in Columbus, 0., of Welsh descent, there ia
vehind her personsl chamm and cocmend of technique, the
riehly melsncholy spirit of the Xelte, a people slmont
nystieally conseious of the besuty nnd tregedy im 1ife.

Peking 0 the violin ns s child, ohe had e
subition in Ohicego when slhe wop ten yearse old. Then
ghe wos taken 10 nesis Wy her mother, and there the
grent master leopold Auer was stirsoted by hey. He saw
in her comsthing more than in the average gifted
pupil, and took ber to study under him.

Her girlhood duys o8 o studont was epent in
Hupsine She wss there until she was seventeon, studying
under Auer in retrograds Then he took her om tour,
md she appesred in recitel in all the important nusie
genters of Europe, under his personal dimcetion. He
1ater brouzht ber to this country and inm her debut in
Wew York City ohe gained for herself, while etill in
her *teons, o veputation which established ber.

3he nade an anspiclouns entry into the Earopesn
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goncert fields, playing in Paris, Vienma, Cologno,
Geneya, Vilan, Oslo, Cdponhagen, Prague asd The Hognes
In CUologne sbe was seolsiued swong the forencst of
a1l the fronterank violinictses She aleo played with
mowt of the leadiiug symphony orchestras of Lurops.

Whils in fussis she ottended & ball whem she
was 14 vesrs old st whioh were present many of tiw
woet Brilliieant sem aad wonen of ¢ld Humalian arlatooracy.
She wan essorted Ly an attache of tho United OUtaten
Erheaosys Beautifnl women, flashing with dismonds, stood
shout. Ooesaaks imorescive sise in red uniforme lined
the ostalrways Then cane o sontrast.

The Rusaial revolution had byokeu oute
“ise Given and bor mother were foreed 0 remain in
thoir hotel ballding four wonthe, Tood Was 00N
spicuonsly lsoking 2nd bPlack broad Loeane a8 lunrye
Modn itens of diet were dried fish cnd o subetance
slmiler 0 a cooked breakfost oersal,

Unable %0 leasve the countyy, ¥ise Given wes
forued t0 vemain there o yeere Then she and hoer wothey
were alded to esospe by an officer of the old regine who
had turmed revolutionists 7They wade thely way %o Finland
and there bribed & pessant t0 drive them aoross the
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treacherons feo of the rivor between Finlond and
Sueden.

Cnoe in Sweden, they toured ithat countryry, and
later Horway, Hiss Given was 2bout $0 pmake a congert
tony of Dencark when she had an sogldent tobogganing
on an loy vountaine After recovering, sho oume with
hoy mother €0 Americs and 4n the aommany of the
sroat Aner, vho shor¥iy aftemwarde indroiuged hay
in = Wow York dodbut, ss "One of my grestevt tesching
trisehs®, . and prodioted thet she would stand
angonslled ae "The Orestest Vomam Violiniet of all

3 3



#ies Given's Violin.
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Mes Thelma Given, distinguished women viclinies, plays
on & historie Cuarmerius, which she has hod ten yeosys.

The almost priceless instrument was purchased by hey
grondfatbers It wam made by the grest Joseph Guamerius, who
fashioned i% 4in 1756 in Cremona, Italy. Conrnorius naped
it "The Foumtain™s All his instruments were nawed by
himself,

"The Fountain's history ie most interceting ond
inoludes, sccording to documente whioh were with it when
Hiss Given's grandfatber purohused 1%, & French revolution
incidents It wos muugeled out of Paris to Versaillesm, wrapped
in & blanket 80 that it appoared %0 be & elosely bundled
babye

7his world famous violin ie valued 8% Ueventy
Thoussnd Dollars (§0,000.00) 1o considered the finest exauple
of "The Grost Joseph™, oo Guarmerius is dnown, end, wes usde
by bim in the year 1738,




Hiso Given intermstionally fssous Violinist
the only pirl, und the only Ameriesn pupil of Leopold Auey
who took both Europe sod the United States by stomrn, aand
whose brillisnt enreer wdded luurels ©o the orown of thut
greatest of all tesehove of the violim. Teifets, Elmen,
Zimbaliet and Given - iV is the sehievemerto of this
quartet of violis vivtuosos that heve mede Lzmortel the
name of thelr beloved fccebwr end gulde, Aoew,

adways so erdeni aporésvoman, 28 muoh ot houe
in the African Jungles an ad %, Horits, Nise Given met
with a serious sccident while ekiing im Horway Dour
years azo, a6 & resalt of whieh her ceveor was inserrpted
for o conviderable time, But all thot has been forpotten
now, and she hos resumed hor concert work with on onihnoiosm
and zoes oven preastor tham before, ap refreshing es it 1
nhusual 0 encounters Ulenfer and gracefal, with dark,
sparkling oyus, a hoeadful of shiny Lisek ouris that bod
hither and thither o8 whe waxos eestatio over 00ms mirthe
provoking incident, her keen appetite for 1ife and =1l
that makes 1t Joyous and besutiful hes cnly been whotted
becsuse Tox o time zhe louged for 1% in veinm. She is very
elothos ecnscious, hud nsver to the poinv of weariang soute
thing vabecoming simply bSeonune 1% i ssart, Like
Hres dnrrivon 7illisme, the world'e best drsssed wonon, she
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has & penchent for white, which is very flattering %o
wor dark, exotiec colorisngs

Though & master of technigue, her playing, even
whon she mede hery Hew York debat a2 a youngater of sixteen
before o tusmltous eudience st Carnegde lall, was not
likensd 0 Maud rowell, the only other Anerican woman
visiiniet %0 win worid seolalsm, bt rather to Elusn beoause
of hor cwotionul intensity sad drsoatie Anteroretutions.
Thic bae geows wnd develiopoed, despite the fuet that,
unlike Himun, shoe hae no Slvontie bloocd, wnt is of Welsh
extyactions Hot omly u grest artict bot & gresd
personality of whom the forewost oyitics in the world have
gaid " Here ot lest 18 & viclin rhemomenon "s girl stonding
shouldesr to shoulder with the great xen violiniots of
the world".

A I W o T R e ot



Mime Given, Ahapsodist of the Violim

¥iss Thelma CGiven, one of the few women violiniats
and an outstanding one, hes an ability to curry her sudiences
into & world of ber own creation, and she has won scclaim
throughout the world,

Her understanding soars above mere internretation.
She really pieks up the original inspirstion of the composer,
and her inteorprotatlions % tinmes of s single peasure heas
morye colorful rostiec apreal then often 3o heard in an ontire

conoart,

She ie an adept technicion, and her program runs
the geuntle of difficult technie., Fomsossed of auazing
resources, her tone color and conception of form, the |
externsls of all great interpretation, she penetrates beyond
into the profound necessities of the spirit whioh sre to
be satisfied only through the medium of musiec by turns
tender, pasaionate, almost brutal. 5She probes to the very
core of that which she is playing, and extrascts from 1t
easential truth,s It is that quality of intense beauty and
understanding which has earned for her the title of
"Ahapsodist of the violin,"

There is vitality of tone anmd expression in
her technical equipment, a tone of size and revonsnge, as
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remarkable for its purity es for its penetration and ite
warnths It 45 a thoroughly vital tone, and her fine
gommend of her bow emables her to £111 it with color, rich
and varied, That vitelity Inmparts tense interest in her
performanco.

¥ith the warnth of her iaterpretation there 18 a
gure and formidable eoumand, whieh makes her drsmatvie

axpression aloquont,

There are temperamental pulses in esch stroke
of her playings Her teohnicue at times is setuslly
ripriing., It hes been said she was gifted with an
interpretive fire and fantasy. Her lower register nroduces
vibrunt, full throated notes that arve almm t vooal in their
quality. With her high pitch there 1o the finest elaxity.

¥hile one of the foremost living violinists,
Miss Givenm has a rere personality and modest sincerity,
togethor with rere personal magnetism, Tall, dark snd
sparkiing in sppearance, when she takes up her violin
ghe has perfect command,




