
I represent the Committee for the Preservation ob the Province 

would modify and restrict the boundaries which t h e  National Congress 



Among those appearing at  the park hearings was Mr. Van Ness 

Bates, the author and chief proponent O f  the b l l l  with which we are 
here concerned. 

on December 13, 1960, he presented at length what is essentially 

the Same plan f o r  curtailing the in t h e  Provincetown area That 

we have have In the present b l l l .  t e s  went to the Park 

hearings l a  Washington with the same proposition. He had every 

opportunlty t o  advance his view In the period before the National 

Seashore became chrystalized by act of the Congress. Assuredly, the 

committees were thoroughly informed of Mr. Bates project at  the' 

A t  tho House of Representatives hearing in Eastham, 

time the Seashore b l l l  was still pending. 

new In thel present House Bill #1934. 
There l e ,  in short, nothing 

We are now raking 

over o l d  coals. 

ld like specific 
There are a few points I would e to regarding the 

^ 
present b i l l  as It touches the Provincetown area. In the first place 

the proposal t o  aut out of the National Seashore 900 acres of the 



3 -  

I t  l e  defined i n  a document of December 28, 1960, addressed t o  the  

General Court, under the title 'IhpOrt Of a Special Commission In- 

vestigating and Studying the Conveyance of  a Portion o f  the Province 

Lands to the Town of Provincetown.” It was stated by the Chairman of 

the Board of Selectmen at the Annual Town Meeting, before the vote 

was taken, that the vote, whatever its result, would be considered 

binding by the Board. 

The vote gave a 144 t o  61 defeat for the measure t o  acquire the 

Province Lands for the town. 

Subsequently, on July 10, 1961, at a Special Town Meeting the 

itizens voted 80 t o  34 to ask that acres of the Province Lands 
38l 

be designated as the  site for a marina, or harbor of refuge, for 

the Provincetown fishing fleet. This vote regarding a marina by 

no manner o f  reasoning can be made t o  justify the project before us, 

whioh is ̂  deny to the National Park hundreds of acres of the Province to 

Lands, including the woods back of Provincetown and the  shore line 





We hope that your committee will agree that I t  le time t o  

get along with the Cape Cod National Seashore wi thout  further attempts 

to restrict its area and t o  delay its realization. 

Far the Committee for the 

Preservation of the Province Lands 


