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Resarding ¢ Wearg
THE PROPOED WZAT END IARINA IN PROVINCZITOWN

NOTICE e

On Thursday, Jeanuary 25, the Committee on Harbors and Fublic
Lands, lasgs. General Court, will hold = hearing on a bill, #H2686,
t0 trznsf:r 57 scres of the Provincas Lands to the towm of Province=-
town for the purpose of developing 2 marinn and attendant facili-
ties. This hearing will receive t2sztimony from a large group of
local officials =nd fishermaen who DPelieve that the proposed marina
is the only chance left in a lonz list of attempts to acquire a
harbor of refuge for Provincestown. e wheoleh: rtedly endorsgse a
harpbor of refuge but we belisve the fishermen are being used as a
front to acaquirse this land, which rightfully belongs in the Natlonal
Seashore, in order to develop cartain-parts of-it for—commercial
purposes, thus destroying the scenic arca of Long Point =nd cost-
ing the town many thougands of dollars it can hardly afford.

We urge you, therefore, to address your protest tos

Chairman Charles 7.R. Olgon, Com, on Harborg & Public Lands,
Magsachusetts Ganeral Court,3cston, Masgse
Testimony should be sent =25 coon as pos~ible but letiers will
be acceptable after the hsarin<: dats, Ths following points may be
made in sddition to your own »narsonal reasonss

le The cost of this marin~ will for execz23 the obility of the town
+0 pay for its buildinz »nd upkasp.A thoroush exeminstion of
the marins pians revesl that the final figure of %850,000 may
be doubls the prasent estinate with ths town slatzd to undere
take at least 25% of the dredging cost and 50% of all other

worke

2. The motives behind this rsausst for 57 acra3s arz guestionable.
It has been known for egomz tims that the controlling interests
of 1and adjscent t0 th2 marina site are friends of the Dir., of
the Div. of Waterways. The building of a marina at this par-
ticular location would grestly increage the value of this pro-
perty thus cresting fin-neial =7vantase for a few at the ex-
pense of ths town. Certain fesiires about the background of a
marina in thie particul-r location have be2n made clear in the
New Bedford Standard Timese

%, Zxtra screagss ig beins requasted that was not authorized by
the voters at ths July 10th Special Town Mestinz. At that
time, only 38 acres w=re asked for-mnd sppreved, —New, with
no reasson given, 19 acres have been added.

4, There hsgs bzen no survey made of the marins gite by U.S. Army
Encinesrs as claimed bv loc~l officials =nd Repn. Albro. In a
lettsr received by our ccommittee on July 7, 1961, the Army
Corps stotad="The Corps of Ingineers has not made any survey
of Provincetorn Harbor relative to the most advantsgeous lo-
cation for a marinz."




5.

e

Te

The disturbance of the marshlands will upset the whole
ecology in Lhis ares sad desurOy a very valuable wild
1ife refuge. The importancs of marshlands as spawhing
grounds for fish and as breeding plsces for many species

of birds has been increasingly recognized.

The alternatives to a towvm owned and operated marina are two:
1. That the National Park Servics may very possibly build
such g marina when the lend is acquired by the Cape Cod
National Seashore or 2. That the Federal Government may
undertake the construction of a harbor of rsfuge in the
center of town as orizin~lly proposed in 1947, Either
alternative would leave the entirety of the Province Lands
under the supervision of the National Seashore and insure

us a marins at the same time.

You are a taxpaysr. You will bear the tax burden of this
marina and should emphagize in' vour protest ycur tax re-
gpongibility and ths ts:iable proverty you rspresent.

Copies of vour letter may also be sent tos

Francig Lappin, Legislstive Secretary to
Govarnor Volpe, State House

Charles H.W. Fostar, Tapt. of Nat. Resources

15 Azhburton Flace, Boston

The Emergency Committee for the
Preservation of ths Province Lands
Provincetown, Masse.



