GoPrPY Provincetown, Yeseo.
Septenber 11, 1961

The Beerd of Selectmen,
Previnveteown, Vase.

Deay Sires

With this letter we respectfully ask yeu for informetien in regard te
Gotien yowr boerd mey possibly intend es respects the state owmed Province
lands. W¥e would like to peint osut that as the seemingly inevitable commere
cialiszation of this tewn advences year by yeer, the Province lLande in their
::oont natural state bscome more and mere the greatost asset left te the

Tle

You will recell thet in the Annual Tewn Meeting en March 13, 1961, the
citizeone, by very large majerities, veted down all ef several measures te
restrict the Cape Cod lNationmal Park by keeping beck for cemmercial expleita-
tion impertent areas of the Prevince Lande. You will recellect that membere
of your beard stated before the Amnmuel Meeting that the vete of the citizens
would be ceuplied with by the Selectmen. Thie wae affirmed again in the
meeting iteelf by the Chairman of your beard. And, indeed, immedistely after
the Annual Meeting your Chairman withdrew the plea he hed esrlier meade te
have the Cengress exclude large sectiens ef the Prevince lends frem the Natiemal
Farke Tollowing this, as you knew, the UCengrees passed, en August 7, 1961, a
final bill which included ell eof the Prevince lande within the Parke

Deapite this vete and the preotestatiens by tewn off'icisls that they
would abide by it, end despite the recent act of the Hatienal Cengrece ose
tabliehing a Cape Ced Park, we fini the Chairmen of Selectmen, an en interview
with & reporter for the New Yerk Times, saying en Auguet 14, 1961, thet the
Provincetown Selectmen will petition the Yassachusette Ceneral Ceurt to withe
held en eres of the Prevince lLande frem the Hatiomal Park, such area te be
turned eover te Provincetewn intereste teo provide escoommedations fler perk viee
iterses This would appeer to put us back where we were a year age, and faced
with a prepesitien invelving metels, hotels, trailer cemps and filling etetions
in the Prevince lLands.

This new attenpt to expleit the unspeiled Prevince Lande has oen ree-
ported ot some length in conversations with the Tewn Menagers Apparently this
is to be tried in a special Town Meeting, where & low attendance ie ususlly ex-
pected, Ve note alse certain stetements leeking toward & curteilment ef the
fetienal Park in the revince Lande area by Mr. Van less Bates in the Cape
Cod Standerd Times at about the seme time thet steatemente aleng a similar line
were being made to the Hew Yerk Times by the Chairman ef Previncetewn Selectuens
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