Provincetown, lass.
Beptes 11, 1961

Remald F, lLee
Natiemnl Park Service
143 5. Third St.
Philadelphie 6, Ponn.

Desr Mr. Lees

The Eumergency Cemmittee for the ‘reservatien of tthe Prevince lLands wiches
te bring to your attention the fact that ferces of pelitical chicenery are still
at work in the three tewns of the Lewer Cape, l.e0., Wollfleet, Trurs, and Province=
town, tryins be meke lnresds en a very sound Park system.

The eituation 1s especially serieus in Vellfleet where the "heart" of the
Park land must be purchased frem individusl ewners ever a long perisd ef time,
The mechinery fer protectien during this interim peried must semechew be set up
witheut deley se that the process of peeserving is begun at oncee Much herm is
already being dene in this ares by land spesulaters whe fesl they can "beat the
Park",s0 to spesk, by taking a chemce on continuing develepment. And in Trure
as well, ve have a flat stetement from the sclectmen thet they see ne reason why
building permlits may net etill be granted within the Park eres.

In the metter of the Province Lande in Provincetown, we ere left hanging
botween the State and the Federal pevernment. Altheugh we are hepeful thet lecal
officials wlll not iuprese the State with a misreprecentatien ef the town's need
for expansion at this lete date, we reslly have ne pesitive sgourance thet the
State will turn this land ever in tact te the Park.

This is a deplerable situation fer these imwreads, if net pesitively checksd,
will sat inte the vltimete Park aree and fill it full of tiny heles like s methe
eaten blanket. It may teke years %o restere the eriginel land area te ite preper

eondition if lecal speculation is not semehow halted. We in Previncetewn, eltheugh

we have concentrated en preserving the Prevince Lands, are desply cencerned with

the tetelity of the Cape Ged intiemnl Sesshere Park. Ve urge you, therefore, with
whatever moans at your command te investigete, and if possible curtai},thess first -~
and mest serious betraynls ef the publie intereste.

Vory Sinceroly,

Josephine Del Uee , LExec. Vice Pres,
Reoes Veffet, Fresident §
Emergency Cemmittee f'or the
Preservetion of the Prevince Lends




