
CAPE COD AND THE MASSACHUSETTS MA INLAND; 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL COMPARISON 

It has been apparen t  f o r  some time, t o  t h o s e  who have excavated on 

Cape Cod, t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  i n  which Cape Cod a rchaeo logy  

does n o t  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h a t  of some o t h e r  p a r t s  of M a s s a c h u s e t t s  It i s  

due t o  t h i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  tha t  I am on t h e  program t h i s  a f te rnoon .  A p a r t  

o f  t h i s  paper, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  r e g a r d i n g  preceramic t imes, i s  I may say, 

more o r  l e s s  a r e p e t i t i o n  of m a t t e r  c o n t a i n e d  i n  a soon t o  b e  r e l e a s e d  r e -  

p o r t  of t h e  C u l t u r e  Sequence Committee, i l l  l a t e r  r e f e r  more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y .  B u t  b e f o r e  g e t t i n g  i n t o  comparisons and a d i s c u s s i o n  of what 
t h e y  b r i n g  out, I would l i k e  t o  g i v e  something o f  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  

and t h e  s t r a t i g r a p h y  we f i n d  on Cape Cod, 

A t  t h e  ou tse t ,  i t  seems w e l l  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  nomenclature used here, 

i n  genera l ,  f o l l o w s  t h e  systems proposed by t h i s  s o c i e t y ,  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  

o f  u n i f o r m i t y ,  I have f r e e l y  t r a n s l a t e d  t h e  terms of v a r i o u s  w r i t e r s ,  pe r -  

haps beyond r e c o g n i t i o n .  

t h e  term “corner - removed”  i n c l u d e s  a l l  f o rms  o f  stemmed p o i n t s .  B u t  among 

stemmed p o i n t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  many about  one inch l o n g  and u s u a l l y  o n l y  i n c i p -  

i e n t l y  shaped. The smal lness i n  t h e s e  cases appears t o  be o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

So I w i l l  s e t  them o f f  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  them a s  "small stemmed", r e s e r v i n g  

' t h e  word “ co rne r - removed”  f o r  l a r g e r  stemmed p o i n t s ,  wh ich  a r e  commonly 

w e l l  enough d e f i n e d  t o  be p l a c e d  i n  one o r  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  numbered sub- 

It w i l l  be r e c a l l e d  tha t  w i t h  c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e ,  

d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  c lass. .  Expanded-base K n i f e ,  I .may e x p l a i n , .  i s  a name 

l a t e l y  i n v e n t e d  f o r  sundry t r i a n g u l o i d  'and leaf -shaped b l a d e s  wh ich  e x h i b i t  

o n l y  rough  p r i m a r y  f l a k i n g ,  one form of t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  implement B u l l e n  

c a l l s  an "Asymmetric T r i a n g u l o i d  Kni fe",  

c a t e g o r i e s ,  I s h a l l  employ t h e  terms: Ear ly ,  E a r l y  I n t e r m e d i a t e ,  L a t e  In- 

-;./-- 

In  r e s p e c t  t o  b r o a d - p o t t e r y  

te rmed ia te ,  P r e h i s t o r i c ,  and H i s t o r i c ,  L a t e  



(CAPE COD POTTERY) 

Slide 1. On this slide we have a selection of Cape Cod-pottery. Early 

ware is of two types. By far the most prevalent of 

has cord-malleated exterior and interior surfaces Although similar, the 

other type is excessively thick (walls u p  to 17mm.), has extremely coarse 

mineral temper, and is of a dark gray to blackish color. The surfaces are 

gritty, and there are only indistinct suggestions that this type was cord- 

malleated. There are no signs o f  coiling. 

, 

Early Intermediate pottery has mineral temper and occasionally shows 

coil breaks. 

ed, sometimes being notched. Interiors are not channeled. Most rim sherds 

are decorated, rocker stamping being characteristic. Scallop shell, dentate, 

jabbed, and cord-wound stick impressions frequently occur. A feature often 

met with is a fillet or band of clay added to the outside of the rim. 

Late Intermediate ceramics have coarse shell temper and exhibit strong 

The rim is slightly everted, with the l i p  either flat or round- 

evidence of coiling. 

times outsplayed. Interiors are usually coarsely channeled. 

The rim and side is straight and the lip flat and some- 

One of the two 



main t y p e s  of t h i s  p o t t e r y  has a c o r d - m a l l e a t e d  e x t e r i o r , .  w h i c h  o t h e r w i s e  

i s  undecorated. The o t h e r  f r e q u e n t l y  r e c u r r i n g  t y p e  has a smooth e x t e r i o r  

b e a r i n g  p a t t e r n s  of h o r i z o n t a l  and d i a g o n a l  l i n e s  of cord-wound s t i c k  i m -  

p r e s s i o n s .  R i m  sherds h a v i n g  e i t h e r  haphazard cord-wound s t i c k ,  o r  per-  

p e n d i c u l a r  s c a l l o p  s h e l l  i n d e n t a t i o n s  a r e  found more r a r e l y .  A few r i m s  

a r e  p l a i n .  

L a t e  P r e h i s t o r i c  p o t t e r y  on Cape Cod seems c o n f i n e d  t o  one type, w i t h  

I t  has f i n e  t o  medium s h e l l  temper and does n o t  show c o i l  i t s  v a r i a t i o n s .  

breaks, The r i m  i s  f l a r i n g ,  t h e  w a l l s  r e l a t i v e l y  th in,  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  

smooth. The main d i a g n o s t i c  f e a t u r e  f o r  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h i s  ware .is i n c i s e d  

horizontal a n d oblique lines over c o r d - m a l l e a t i o n s .  

T h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Cape Cod p o t t e r y  w i l l ,  i n  a g e n e r a l  way, perhaps 

s e r v e  f o r  t h e  ceramics o f  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  s t a t e ,  t o  wh ich  I w i l l  

l a t e r  r e f e r .  The main o u t l i n e s  o f  development a r e  a t  l e a s t  i n d i c a t e d ,  w i t h  

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  H i s t o r i c  ware, w h i c h  i s  a lmos t  unknown on t h e  Cape. 

(CAPE COD CHIPPED POINTS) 

S l i d e  2. T h i s  s l i d e  shows a s e l e c t i o n  o f  ch ipped  implements f r o m  t h e  

S m a l l ' s  Swamp s h e l l  heap, i n  T ru ro .  I n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o f  t h r e e  c u l t u r a l  hor-  

i z o n s  occurred specimens o f  t h e  p rece ramic  per iod.  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a r e  p o i n t s  

t h a t  a r e  q u i t e  sma l l :  t r i a n g u l a r ,  stemmed, s ide-notched, and eared. Other 

a r t i f a c t s  from t h i s  e a r l i e s t  s t r a t u m  i n c l u d e .  

p o i n t s ,  a stemmed scraper ,  and a broken d r i l l .  

narrow, co rne r -  removed 

Higher  up we have a l e v e l  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p o i n t s  a r e  o f  v a r i e t i e s  of t h e  

corner-removed, and t h e y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  E a r l y  and E a r l y  I n t e r m e d i a t e  

t y p e s  o f  p o t t e r y .  Some o f  t h e  p o i n t s  a r e  o f  rounded base t y p e  w i t h  sharp 

c o r n e r s  and a s tubby  blade, a fo rm o f t e n  m e t  w i th  a t  t h i s  . l e v e l  on C a p e  Cod.  

Another corner-removed v a r i a n t  f r e q u e n t l y  found  he re  i s  t h e  t y p e  w i t h  a 

A 



p o i n t e d  stem. C e r t a i n  t y p e s  of s i d e - n o t c h e d  p o i n t s  m a k e  w h a t  seems t h e i r  

f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t h i s  h o r i z o n .  

In  t h e  t o p  z o n e  of  S m a l l ' s  Swamp, medium a n d  l a r g e  s i z e  t r i a n g u l a r  

p o i n t s  p r e v a i l ,  O t h e r  s p e c i m e n s  i n c l u d e  leaf s h a p e d  k n i v e s  a n d  o n e  p o i n t  

w i t h  n a r r o w  s i d e - n o t c h e s .  

c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s  c a r r i e d  o v e r  i n t o  t h i s  l a t e  s t r a t u m ,  T h e  p o t t e r y  

t h i s  z o n e  i s  Late I n t e r m e d i a t e  i n  some areas of t h e  .s i te,  a n d  Late P r e h i s t o r i c  

i n  o t h e r s ,  t h e  t w o  classes a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  b e i n g  i n t e r m i x e d ,  

B r o k e n  a r t i f a c t s ' ,  seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a few 

S l i d e  3. On t h i s  s l i d e ,  t h e  H o l d e n  s i t e  is r e p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  two c u l -  

t u r a l  l e v e l s .  T h e  preceramic material came from y e l l o w  s a n d  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  

s h e l l  h e a p  p r o p e r .  

e g o r i e s .  

es, A n o t h e r  c o m p r i s e s  small t r i a n g u l a r  a n d  small s t emmed  p o i n t s .  And t h e  

t h i r d  class i s  made up o f  e x p a n d e d - b a s e  k n i v e s ,  w h i c h  were f o u n d  i n  l a r g e  

n u m b e r s .  I n  t h i s  e a r l i e s t  z o n e  of  H o l d e n ,  c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s  were o n l y  

s p a r c e l y  p r e s e n t ,  I m p l e m e n t s  o t h e r  t h a n  c h i p p e d ,  i n c l u d e  a p l a i n - b a c k  g o u g e ,  

a w h a l e - t a i l  p e n d a n t ,  a small o v a l  b a n n e r s t o n e ,  

It is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  c h i e f l y  by i m p l e m e n t s  of t h r e e  cat- 

One class c o n s i s t s  o f  e a r e d  p o i n t s ,  e i t h e r  n o t c h e d  o r  w i t h o u t  n o t c h -  

In  t h e  u p p e r  o r  p o t t e r y  b e a r i n g  z o n e ,  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  were in company 

w i t h  m o r e  or  less s h e l l ,  P r e p o n d e r a n t  h e r e  a r e  c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s ,  w i t h  

t h e  n a r r o w  t y p e  b e i n g  t h e  most n u m e r o u s ,  Of somewhat  less i m p o r t a n c e  a r e  

s i d e - n o t c h e d  a n d  t r u n c a t e d  f o r m s ,  T h e  p o t t e r y  i s  l a r g e l y  E a r l y  

I n t e r m e d i a t e ,  rocker s t a m p i n g  b e i n g  v e r y  common, Only two s h e r d s  a r e  of 

t y p e .  T h r e e  s p e c i m e n s  a r e  t e m p e r e d  w i t h  s h e l l  a n d  may mark a s l i g h t  

i n t r u s i o n  o f  Late I n t e r m e d i a t e ,  a f t e r  t h e  s i t e  was v i r t u a l l y  a b a n d o n e d ,  

S l i d e  4. A t  t h e  W a r r e n ’ s  F i e l d  site r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h i s  s l i d e ,  w e  h a v e  

a g e n e r a l  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  last  s i t e  m e n t i o n e d ,  T h e r e  is a g a i n  a p r e c e r a m i c  
h o r i z o n  i n  y e l l o w  s a n d ,  y i e l d i n g  e a r e d  p o i n t s  a n d  e x p a n d e d - b a s e  k n i v e s .  T h e r e  



a r e  same f a i r l y  small t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s .  E a r e d  p o i n t s  h e r e  t e n d  t o  b e  l a rg-  

er t h a n  a t  t h e  Ho lden  s i t e ,  many o f  them f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  class of  E a r e d  

No. 1.  E x p a n d e d - b a s e  k n i v e s  a r e  a g a i n  n u m e r o u s ,  i n  f a c t ,  o u t n u m b e r i n g  a l l  

o t h e r  s t o n e  a r t i f a c t s  f r o m  t h e  s i t e .  A d d i t i o n a l  i m p l e m e n t s  i n c l u d e :  a n  

e l o n g a t e  s i d e - n o t c h e d  p o i n t ,  p e n t a g o n a l  k n i v e s  

e x p a n d e d - b a s e  a n d  e a r e d - b a s e  d r i l l s ,  a g r o o v e d  a x e ,  a n d  a f e w  o v a l  s c r a p e r s  

o r  c h o p p e r s .  So f a r  n o  c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t  h a s  been  f o u n d  i n  t h i s  s t r a t u m .  

S t o n e  a r t i f a c t s  f r o m  t h e  ceramic z o n e  a r e  n o t  n u m e r o u s .  Of t h e  two doz- 

e n  o r  s o  t h a t  d i s c o v e r e d ,  c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  m a k e  u p  t h e  most f r e q u e n t  

c lass ,  w i t h  s i d e - n o t c h e d  a close s e c o n d .  T h r e e  p o i n t s  a r e  o f  narrow t r i a n g u l a r  

t y p e .  A m a j o r i t y ,  o r  a b o u t  75%, of  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  p o t s h e r d s  a r e  of Vinette 

1 t y p e ,  w h i l e  t h e  res t  a r e  E a r l y  I n t e r m e d i a t e .  

S l i d e  5. W i t h  t h e  R o s e  s i t e ,  i n  T r u r o ,  w e  h a v e  t h r e e  h o r i z o n s .  A g a i n  

t h e r e  i s  a l e v e l  i n  y e l l o w  s a n d  u n d e r l y i n g  s h e l l  h e a p  d e b r i s .  B u t  t h e  o n l y  

s u r e  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  preceramic l e v e l s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  Truro s i t e s  i s  o n e  t y p i c a l  

e a r e d  p o i n t .  

n o t c h e d  p o i n t  o f  a t y p e  a lmos t  unknown f r o m  o t h e r  Cape  s i tes .  Hence, t h i s  

s t ra tum seems a b e r r a n t  a s  c o n c e r n s  i t s  area. T h e r e  a r e  some steatite s h e r d s .  

When w e  move up t o  t h e  l o w e s t  ceramic z o n e ,  w e  h a v e  t h e  u s u a l  a s s e m b l a g e  

T h e  p r e v a i l i n g  f o r m  f r o m  t h e  l o w e s t  z o n e  h e r e  is  a n a r r o w  s i d e -  

A 

of  c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s  a n d  E a r l y  I n t e r m e d i a t e  p o t t e r y .  I may n o t e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  some o f  t h e  p o i n t s  show a s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  stem n o t  p r e s e n t  on t h e  

o t h e r  s l i d e s ,  n a m e l y ,  a c a r e f u l l y  w o r k e d  c o n c a v i t y  o f  t h e  b a s e  a n d  s h a r p  

b a s a l  c o r n e r s .  

T h e  t o p  z o n e  o f  t h e  Rose s i t e  t h e  e x p e c t e d  b r o a d  b l a d e d ,  t r i a n g u l a r  

p o i n t s ,  w h i c h  were p r e s e n t  i n  l a r g e  numbers .  It w i l l  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  a f e w  

c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s  c a r r i e d  o v e r  i n t o  t h i s  l a te  hor i zon . -  T h e  p o t t e r y  o f  

t h i s  l e v e l  i s  c h i e f l y  Late I n t e r m e d i a t e ,  w i t h  n o  more t h a n  a t race o f  Late 

P r e h i s t o r i c .  



(COMPARISONS) 

We now come t o  t h e  s e c t i o n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c o m p a r i s o n s ,  I n  t h e  r e p o r t  

of t h e  C u l t u r e  S e q u e n c e  Committee,  t o  w h i c h  I h a v e  a l r e a d y  a l l u d e d ,  t h r e e  

r e g i o n s  of t h i s  s t a t e  a re  c o n s i d e r e d  wel l  e n o u g h  u n d e r s t o o d  from c l e a r l y  

s t r a t i f i e d  s i t e s  as t o  p e r m i t  c o m p a r i s o n s  on a s t r a t i g r a p h i c ,  o r  l e v e l  b y  

level, b a s  i s . One o f  t h e s e  sections i s  n o r t h e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  as known 

from sites i n  t h e  Andover-Ipswich area. Another s e c t i o n  i s  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  

m a i n l a n d  of t h i s  s t a t e ,  or  t o  b e  more e x a c t ,  t h e  T a u n t o n  River area, as known 

from s i tes  most of w h i c h  a r e  n e a r  t h a t  stream. T h e  t h i r d  s e c t i o n  is, of 

c o u r s e ,  C a p e  Cod,  w h i c h  as we are  aware, i s  known f r o m  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  T r u r o  

Wellfleet a r e a .  The a d h e r e n c e  t o  s t r a t i f i e d  s i t e s ,  I may say, w i l l  n o t  b e  

so s t r i c t  h e r e  as  i t  was i n  t h e  committee r e p o r t .  As I go a l o n g ,  I w i l l  

s u m m a r i z e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e v i d e n c e  from t h e  two m a i n l a n d  s e c t i o n s .  

-I..--_ ._-- 

( E a r l y  P r e c e r a m i c )  P r e s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a r r a n t s  a t w o - f o l d  d i v i s i o n  

o f  p r e c e r a m i c  times. 

a c h u s e t t s ,  and i n  t h e  T a u n t o n  River  area,  a n  E a r l y  P r e c e r a m i c ,  E s k i m o - l i k e  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  f i r s t  of a l l  b y  a p r e d o m i n a n c e  of 

c o r n e t - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s ,  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  a few s e m i - l u n a r  k n i v e s .  T h i s  

c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t ,  p r e - p o t t e r y  s t r a t u m  i s  r e p o r t e d  b y  B u l l e n  as  o c c u r r i n g  

w i t h  g r e a t  u n i f o r m i t y  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  s i t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S h a w s h e e n  R i v e r  

v a l l e y ,  a n  area w h i c h  h e  h a s  i n t e n s i v e l y  s t u d i e d ,  

h o w e v e r ?  i n  t h e  T a u n t o n  R i v e r  s e c t i o n ,  w h e r e  F o w l e r  e n u m e r a t e s  t h e  fo l low-  

i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  d i a g n o s t i c s :  p l u m m e t s ,  p l a i n - b a c k  g o u g e s ,  a n d  ova l  b a n n e r s t o n e s  

B u t  on C a p e  Cod,  t h i s  E a r l y  P r e c e r a m i c  h o r i z o n  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f o u n d ,  a n d  i t  

i s  p r e s u m e d  t o  b e  a b s e n t  on a t  least t h e  lower p a r t  of t h e  C a p e ,  

To s t a r t  w e  h a v e  b o t h  n i  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Mass- 

T h i s  l e v e l  seems r i c h e s t ,  



( L a t e  P r e c e r a m i c )  When we come t o  a l e s s e r  d e p t h  i n  t h e  two  main land 

s e c t i o n s ,  we f i n d  a L a t e  Preceramic,  o r  Stone 

B o w l ,  horizon. As between t h e  above two  areas,  t h i s  l e v e l  i s  n o t  ve ry  secure- 

l y  t i e d  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  is a common possess ion of a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  d i -  

a g n o s t i c  t r a i t s ,  namely: s m a l l  t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s ,  s m a l l  stemmed p o i n t s ,  and 

expanded-base knives.  I n  b o t h  a r e a s  t h e r e  are,  a s  a ca r ry -ove r ,  a dw ind l i ng  

number of corner-removed forms. i n  t h e  Taunton R i v e r  s e c t i o n ,  where t h i s  

h o r i z o n  e x h i b i t s  i t s  g r e a t e s t  p r o f u s i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  a d d i t i o n a l  markers, such 

as: eared p o i n t s ,  grooved-back gouges, grooved axes, s t e a t i t e  sherds, and 

s t e a t i t e  w o r k i n g  t o o l s .  Now on comparing t h e  m a t e r i a l s  o f  t h i s  L a t e  Pre- 

ce ramic  of t h e  Massachusetts ma in land  w i t h  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  from t h e  e a r l i e s t  

known l e v e l  on Cape Cod, t h e r e  i s  m a n i f e s t  a g e n e r a l  agreement. 

f o r  a s c a r c i t y  o f  s t e a t i t e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  reg ion,  t h e  equa t ion  i s  es- 

p e c i a l l y  c l o s e  a s  r e g a r d s  Cape Cod and Taunton ---_"__- River.  

And save 

.-?.._---.-_I 

I n  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  o l d e s t  Cape remains w i t h  t h e  L a t e  Preceramic, one 

m a t t e r  r e q u i r e s  comment. There a r e  a t  some Cape l o c a t i o n s ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

numbers o f  plummets, p l a i n - b a c k  gouges, w h a l e - t a i l  pendants, and o t h e r  

tha t  migh t  seem t o  be long  more p r o p e r l y  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  p rece ramic  

p e r i o d .  But so far a s  Cape Cod i s  concerned, these  o b j e c t s  do n o t  an te -  

d a t e  a t i m e  wh ich  saw t h e  use o f  v e r y  s m a l l  p o i n t s ,  a r t i f a c t s  which a l m o s t  

c e r t a i n l y  a r r i v e d  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  i n  p r e - p o t t e r y  t imes. 

(Ceramic P e r i o d s )  Comparisons i n v o l v i n g  ce ramic  t imes a r e  now i n  order. 

For  t h i s  e r a  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Massachusetts, B u l l e n  o u t l i n e s  f i v e  stages. 

i n  t h e  f i r s t ,  E a r l y  p o t t e r y  occu rs  w i t h  s m a l l  t r i a n g u l a r ,  s m a l l  stemmed, 

and s ide-notched p o i n t s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  l a s t  'the p o i n t s  b e i n g  

t h e  same a s  i n  t h e  L a t e  Preceramic. I n  t h e  second stage, v e s s e l s  a r e  E a r l y  

I n t e r m e d i a t e ,  w i t h  some hang-over o f  E a r l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o i n t s  a r e  c o r n e r -  

notched. I n  t h e  t h i r d  stage, L a t e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  p o t t e r y  is found w i t h  

s m a l l  and l a r g e  t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s .  And i n  t h e  f o u r t h  and f i f t h  stages, t h e  



p o t t e r y  is, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  L a t e  P r e h i s t o r i c  and H i s t o r i c ,  w h i l e  t h e  ch ipped  

p o i n t s  a r e  t r i a n g u l a r  t h roughou t  b o t h  l a t e  phases. I n  rega rd  t o  t h e  second 

or E a r l y  i n t e r m e d i a t e  stage, t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  s t o n e  t r a i t s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  

incomplete,  owing t o  a s c a r c i t y  o f  specimens. For  t h e  purpose o f  comparison, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  two i n t e r m e d i a t e  s tages  will have t o  be cons ide red  t o g e t h e r .  

l a r g e  

For  t h e  Taunton R i v e r  s e c t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  F o w l e r ’ s  o u t l i n e ,  t h e  first, 

o r  Early, p o t t e r y  s t a g e  e x h i b i t s  E a r l y  t y p e  p o t t e r y  w i t h  s m a l l  t r i a n g u l a r  

and narrow s ide-notched p o i n t s .  In  t h e  second o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  stage. which 

has n o t  been s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  E a r l y  and L a t e  phases, I n t e r m e d i a t e  t y p e s  of 

vessels ,  w i t h  some o v e r l a p p i n g  o f  Ear ly ,  a r e  found  w i t h  p o i n t s  which a r e  

a g a i n  s m a l l  t r i a n g u l a r  and narrow side-notched. I n  t h e  two s tages which 

f o l l o w ,  t h e  ceramics are,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  L a t e  Preceramic and H i s t o r i c ,  w h i l e  

t h e  ch ipped  p o i n t s  a r e  a l l  o f  l a r g e  t r i a n g u l a r  types. 

d 

In  s p i t e  o f  some v a r i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  t i m e  does n o t  p e r m i t  e x p l o r i n g ,  t h e r e  

appears t o  be a g e n e r a l  correspondence between t h e  two main land s e c t i o n s  

f o r  t h e  whole of t h e  ce ramic  era. And when Cape Cod is brought  in, t h e r e  is 

s t i l l  a g e n e r a l  correspondence, except  f o r  one i m p o r t a n t  discrepancy. Tak- 

i n g  t h e  o f f - cape  a r e a s  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  I n t e r m e d i a t e  ceramic p e r i o d  was a t i m e  

when t r i a n g u l a r ,  s ide-notched, and co rne r -no tched  p o i n t s  were t h e  r u l e .  I n  

n e i t h e r  of t h e s e  r e g i o n s  were t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e  corner-removed forms, save 

f o r  a b e l a t e d  few, In  c o n t r a s t ,  Cape Cod i n  E a r l y  and Early Intermediate 

p o t t e r y  t i m e s  has- i t s  g r e a t e s t  deve lopment  and  use of corner-removed 

types. I n  t h i s  l i e s  what seems t o  m e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  

Cape and t h e  main land s e c t i o n s  I have ment ioned up t o  t h i s  p o i n t .  I would 

l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  m a t t e r  . 



(DISCUSSION) 

When I f i r s t  m e n t i o n e d  a h e a v y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s  

i n  p o t t e r y  s t r a t a  on C a p e  Cod ,  I b e l i e v e  I e n c o u n t e r e d  some r a i s i n g  o f  a r c h -  

a e o l o g i c a l  e y e b r o w s .  A t  t h a t  t ime, I t h o u g h t  t h i s  m i g h t  b e  a matter peculiar 

t o  lower C a p e  Cod, b u t  i t  now appears t h a t ,  as r e g a r d s  s o u t h e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s -  A -  etts, i s  n o t  s t r e s t r i c t e d .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of p o t t e r y  a n d  

c h i p p e d  i m p l e m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  by  B u l l e n  a n d  B r o o k s  f r o m  t h e  Herrecater Swamp 

s h e l l  h e a p  o n  the east e n d  of N a n t u c k e t  I s l a n d ,  w o u l d  a p p e a r  n o r m a l  i f  f o u n d  

on C a p e  Cod. W h i l e  t h e r e a r e n o  d e p e n d a b l e  d a t a  r e s p e c t i n g  s t r a t i g r a p h y  a t  

Herrecater Swamp, owing  t o  m i x t u r e  by  p l o w i n g ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  so r t s  o u t  i n  

a way i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a t  t h i s  N a n t u c k e t  site, corner-removed and similar 

types of projectile p o i n t s ,  were a s s o c i a t e d  _--I w i t h  E a r l y  a n d  E a r l y  _ -  I n t e r m e d i a t e  

p o t t e r y ,  t h e  s i t e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  b e i n g  i n  l i n e  w i t h  C a p e  Cod. 

More u n e q u i v o c a l  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  I s l a n d s  c o m e s  from two s h e l l  h e a p s  a t  t h e  

west e n d  of M a r t h a ' s  V i n e y a r d ,  w h i c h  were e x c a v a t e d  by B y e r s  a n d  J o h n s o n .  

H o r n b l o w e r ,  t h e  l a r g e r  o f  t h e  two s i t e s ,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n t a c t  as con- 

c e r n s  b o t h  t h e  d e p o s i t  c a l l e d  " s h e l l s "  a n d  t h e  s t r a t u m  c a l l e d  "brown s a n d ” .  

E v i d e n t l y  t h e r e  w a s  n o  p r e - p o t t e r y  l e v e l ,  a n d  t h e r e  seems t o  h a v e  b e e n  l i t t l e  

c h a n g e  i n  c h i p p e d  f o r m s  d u r i n g  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n .  B u l l e n ,  p r e s u m e d l y  from f i r s t  

h a n d  k n o w l e d g e ,  r e f e r s  t o  H o r n b l o w e r  as a t y p i c a l  V i n e t t e  T y p e  1 p o t t e r y  site, 

a l t h o u g h  h e  s a y s  t h e r e  were some E a r l y  a n d  Late I n t e r m e d i a t e  s h e r d s .  B y e r s  

a n d  J o h n s o n  s ta te  t h a t  b r o a d  b a s e d ,  l a t e  t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s  were n o t  p r e s e n t .  

It a p p e a r s ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  p e r t a i n s  , ' c h i e f l y  t o  E a r l y  a n d  E a r l y  In- 

t e r m e d i a t e  ceramic t imes,  e v i d e n t l y  b e i n g  s l a n t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  E a r l y  p h a s e .  An 

i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t a b l e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r epor t  s h o w s  corner-removed 

p o i n t s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  c lass  b o t h  i n  t h e  “ s h e l l s ”  a n d  i n  t h e  ” b r o w n  s a n d " ,  i n  t h e  

" s h e l l s " ,  t h e  m o r e  r e c e n t  of  t h e  two, t h i s  c a t e g o r y  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  61% of 

a l l  p o i n t s  t o g e t h e r .  A t  t h e  n e a r b y  S q u i b n o c k e t  s i t e ,  s e v e n  o f  t e n  r e c o v e r e d  

p o i n t s  a r e  c o r n e r - r e m o v e d ,  w h i l e  a l l  f i v e  p o t s h e r d s  a r e  t e m p e r e d  w i t h  m i n e r a l .  

I 

- A  



T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  is  c lear  t h a t  a t  t h e  M a r t h a ’ s  V i n e y a r d  sites, we have, a s  on 

Cape-Cod, a - c o n c u r r e n c e  of c o r n e r - r e m o v e d -  p o i n t s  with t h e  o l d e r  types o f  

pottery 

So a l l  i n  a l l ,  i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  a r ea  o f  s o u t h e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  

e x h i b i t i n g  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  i n c l u d e s  a l l  o f  C a p e  Cod, as w e l l  

a s  t h e  I s l a n d s  t o  i t s  s o u t h .  A l t h o u g h  n o t  much is known a b o u t  t h e  westerly 

s i d e  of B u z z a r d ' s  Bay, t h i s  s e c t i o n  may p o s s i b l y  be i n c l u d e d  a l s o , -  

T h e  q u e s t i o n  as t o  why t h i s  part of  s o u t h e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  d i f f e r s  

f r o m  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  of t h i s  s t a t e  a t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  c u l t u r a l  l e v e l  is  d i f f i c u l t '  

t o  a n s w e r ,  i n  v i e w  of o u r  i n c o m p l e t e  k n o w l e d g e  of s o u t h e r n  N e w  E n g l a n d  a r c h -  

a e o l o g y .  However ,  a c o n d i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  p r o b l e m  l e a d s  t o  some p o s s i b i l -  I 

i t i e s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  d o  n o  harm t o  e x p l o r e ,  As o n e  e x p l a i n a t i o n  of t h i s  an- 

o l a m y ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  a t h e o r y  of r e t a r d a t i o n  or  c u l t u r e  l ag ,  in- 

s p i r e d  n o  d o u b t  by  t h e  i s o l a t e d  p o s i t i o n  of C a p e  Cod. B u t  on close i n s p e c t i o n ,  

t h i s  t h e o r y  a p p e a r s  t o  i g n o r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  h o r i z o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e -  

c e e d i n g  t h e  E a r l y  Ceramic. So f a r  as C a p e  Cod i s  c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e r e  seems t o  

h a v e  b e e n  n o t h i n g  i n  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  s t r a t u m  f r o m  w h i c h  a v a r i e d  a s s o r t m e n t  of 

c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s  c o u l d  l ag ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a r e t a r d a t i o n  i n  a n y  p a r t  of 

of  t h e  a rea  i n  w h i c h  t h e  Late P r e c e r a m i c  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w o u l d  it seems, 

r e s u l t  i n  a h a n g - o v e r  o f  v e r y  small p o i n t s ,  e a r e d  p o i n t s ,  a n d  so on--- b u t  

_I- n o t  of -.___IC---- c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  f o r m s .  _- 

s o l v i n g  t h i s  p r o b l e m  on a b a s i s  of  p u r e l y  l o c a l  r e t a r d a t i o n .  

T h u s  t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  n o t  v e r y  g o o d  f o r  re- 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  t h e o r y  n e e d  n o t  b e  d i s c a r d e d  e n t i r e l y ,  f o r  some s u c h  

a r e t a r d a t i o n  a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  take p l a c e  in s e c t i o n s  w h e r e  o u r  Late P r e c e r a m i c  

was l i t t l e  o p e r a t i v e ,  T h i s  b r i n g s  u s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  

a r a d i c a l  i n t r u s i o n  o f  i n f l u e n c e s ,  i f  n o t  of p e o p l e ,  from some area o u t s i d e  

of M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  p o s s i b l y  i n d u c e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  coastal 

s e c t i o n  of t h e  s ta te  w a s  a t  t h e  t ime o n l y  s p a r c e l y  p o p u l a t e d .  

s o u r c e s  of an i n v a s i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  

Of p o s s i b l e  



h a v e  b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  t y p o l o g i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  time a l l o w s  a d i s -  

c u s s i o n  of o n l y  t h e  o n e  t h a t  seems most  l i k e l y  on g e o g r a p h i c  g r o u n d s ,  n a m e l y ,  

t h e  r e g i o n  b o r d e r i n g  Long I s l a n d  Sound.  

t h e  e a r l i e s t  ' p o t t e r y  l e v e l  b o t h  on Long I s l a n d  a n d  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  r e f e r s  

t o  

p r e v a i l i n g l y  of V i n e t t e  1 t y p e ,  w h i l e  t h o s e  of t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  C l e a r v i e w  

f o c u s  a r e  m o s t l y  of d e n t a t e  s t a m p e d  t y p e s .  

c o r n e r - r e m o v e d ,  t h o s e  on Long I s l a n d  a t  least a p p a r e n t l y  b e i n g  a n  i n h e r i t a n c e  

f rom a n  e a r l i e r  p r e c e r a m i c  h o r i z o n .  T h e s e  c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  p o i n t s  r e m a i n  

d o m i n a n t  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  Beach ,  C l e a r v i e w ,  a n d  i n t o  t h e  s t i l l  la te r  S e b o n a c  

f o c u s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  is a c h a n g e  t o  t r i a n g u l a r  f o r m s .  T h u s  a s  r e g a r d s  p o t -  

t e r y  a n d  c h i p p e d  i m p l e m e n t s ,  t h e  earlier W i n d s o r  f o c i  c o r r e s p o n d  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S m i t h  a n d  t o  R o u s e ,  

t h e  N o r t h  B e a c h  f o c u s  of t h e  W i n d s o r  a s p e c t .  Vessels of t h i s  f o c u s  are 

P r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s  a r e  c h i e f l y  

w i t h  t h e  E a r l y  a n d  t h e  E a r l y  I n t e r m e d i a t e  ceramic l e v e l s  of t h e  
of M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  I n d e e d ,  t h i s  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  some cases may b e  more 

t h a n  g e n e r a l ,  f o r  o n e  may s u s p e c t  t h a t  the  H o r n b l o w e r  site, i f  t r a n s p o r t e d ,  

m i g h t  pass f o r  a n o r m a l  N o r t h  B e a c h  s i te .  

I 

We may now i n q u i r e  w h e t h e r  some o f  o u r  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a r c h a e o l o g y  d o e s  

n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a n  e a r l y  Windsor  i n t r u s i o n .  

s i t e  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  C o n n e c t i c u t  seems of grea t  i n t e r e s t .  

R o u s e  s a y s  t h a t  a l l  f o c i  of W i n d s o r  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  s a v e  one.  

s p e c t i o n  of d a t a  g i v e n  s e p e r a t e l y  by P r a u s  a n d  by Rouse  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  

t h e  S e b o n a c  c o m p o n e n t ,  c o r n e r - r e m o v e d  o u t n u m b e r  t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s  f o u r  t o  

one .  

f o r  t h a t  matter o n l y  37 miles f r o m  Att leboro---  t h e r e  is h e r e  a n  i m p l i e d  

s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  f u l l - b l o w n  W i n d s o r  may h a v e  e x t e n d e d  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  

o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  And i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  we have c o r n e r -  

removed p o i n t s  i n  a p o t t e r y  s t r a t u m ,  a g a i n  e d g i n g  i n  on u s ,  t h i s  time from 

l o c a t i o n  wel l  r emoved  from C a p e  Cod. 

In  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t h e  Basto 

Of  t h i s  s i t e ,  

From a n  i n -  

As t h e  Basto s i t e  is o n l y  14 miles from t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  l i n e - - -  a n d  

that we have 
_ _  



I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of an a c t u a l  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  Windsor 

aspec t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  shore of Massachuset ts ,  a d e f i n i t e  o p i n i o n  can h a r d l y  

be ventured, owing t o  a 'complete l a c k  o f  p u b l i s h e d  d a t a  r e s p e c t i n g  ce ramic  

t i m e s  f o r  n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  f r o m  t h e  Rhode I s l a n d  l i n e  t o  

t h e  h e e l  of Cape Cod. In  so far a s  I know, n o  one has a t t e m p t e d  t o  f i x  

t h e  e a s t e r n  l i m i t  of t h i s  aspect .  Be t h i s  a s  i t  may, i t  seems t o  me prob- 

ces spread eastward and then  northward- a b l e  tha t  W i n d s o r - l i k e  influen 

t o  t h e  end o f  Cape Cod, f o r  o the rw ise ,  t h e r e  appears no p l a u s i b l e  way of 

a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  corner-removed p o i n t s  we f i n d  there.  However, t h e r e  

were d o u b t l e s s  o t h e r  i n f l u e n c e s  a t  work on t h e  Cape a t  t h i s  t ime, s i n c e  t h e  

r o c k e r  s tamping and added f i l l e t s  o f  e a r l y  Cape p o t t e r y  were p r o b a b l y  n o t  

d e r i v e d  from t h e  southwest. 

--__ 

Perhaps a f t e r  a l l ,  t h e  b e s t  o n e  can do a t  t h e  p resen t  t i m e  t o  e x p l a i n  

the  anomalous s i t u a t i o n  w e  have i n  t h e  sou theas te rn  c o r n e r  of Massachusetts 

a t  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  t o  advance an h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e r e  took  p l a c e  h e r e  a 

b l e n d i n g  o r  i n t e r p l a y  o f  i n f l u e n c e s  f rom two q u a r t e r s :  one complex, which 

was p o s s i b l y  t h e  more dominant, coming from, o r  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  some way w i t h ,  

t h e  Long i s l a n d - C o n n e c t i c u t  area; t h e  o t h e r  s e t  o f  i n f l u e n c e s  coming from 

t h e  Massachusetts c o a s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  



(SUMMARY) 

T o  end t h i s  paper w i t h  a q u i c k  summary of Massachuset ts  a r c h a e o l o g y  

as i t  l o o k s  t o  me a t  t h e  i n s t a n t ,  I may say t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  occupa t ion  s t a g e  

t h a t  i s  w e l l  marked i n  our reg ion ,  p e r t a i n s  t o  an E a r l y  Preceramic, o r  

E r a l y  A rcha ic ,  ho r i zon ,  wh ich  a l t h o u g h  widespread i n  t h e  whole Nor theas t ,  

seems t o  have missed some i s o l a t e d  and m a r g i n a l  a r e a s  l i k e  Cape Cod, The 

most obv ious f e a t u r e  f o r  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h i s  l e v e l  i s  t h e  presence o f  stemmed 

o r  corner-removed p o i n t s  w i t h o u t  p o t t e r y .  F e l s i t e  implements a r e  pat inated,  

and t h e  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  found i n  s o i l  o r  sand, b u t  never, i t  seems, i n  b l a c k  

e a r t h  and s h e l l  middens, 

Succeeding t h i s  we have a L a t e  Preceramic, o r  L a t e  Archaic ,  mani festa-  

t i o n ,  which was of somewhat l i m i t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  p r o b a b l y  cove r -  

i n g  most o f  sou the rn  New England. The most f r e q u e n t l y  found d i a g n o s t i c s  

are:  eared p o i n t s ,  very  s m a l l  stemmed and t r i angu la r  points ,  and i n  some 

places, s t e a t i t e  sherds. F e l s i t e  t o o l s  a r e  p a t i n a t e d ,  and t h e  m a t e r i a l s  

a r e  a g a i n  i n  s o i l  o r  sand, i n s t e a d  o f  i n  s h e l l  heaps.  T h i s  h o r i z o n  may 

have been something in t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a l o c a l  development, c e n t e r i n g  in, 

and sp read ing  from, t h e  a r e a s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  New England s t e a t i t e  

quarries. 

F o l l o w i n g ,  come t h e  n o t  v e r y  w e l l  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  E a r l y  and E a r l y  

I n t e r m e d i a t e  ceramic pe r iods .  C r i t e r i a  f o r  r e a d i l y  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e s e  stages 

on most o f  t h e  ma in land  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  are:  s ide -no tched  p o i n t s ;  s t r a i g h t  

sided, broad based t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s )  and p o t s h e r d s  h a v i n g  i n t e r i o r  co rd -  

s u r f a c i n g  o r  e x t e r i o r  r o c k e r  and d e n t a t e  stamping, I n  t h e  Cape Cod a r e a  

f o r  t h e  same p e r i o d s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  are:  corner-removed and s i m i l a r  p o i n t s ,  

a l o n g  w i t h  s ide -no tched  and t r u n c a t e d  forms, p l u s  p o t t e r y  of t h e  t y p e s  

l a s t  mentioned. When o c c u r r i n g  near  s a l t  water,  i n  b o t h  areas, t h e  

a r t i f a c t s  of  this t i m e  a r e  connected w i t h  s h e l l  depos i t s .  
\ 



)Throughout t h e  s t i l l  l a t e r  p r e h i s t o r i c  stages, Massachusetts arch?., 

aeology d i s p l a y s  a more o r  l e s s  u n i f o r m  sameness, t h e  p o t t e r y  be ing  L a t e  

I n t e r m e d i a t e  f o l l o w e d  by L a t e  P r e h i s t o r i c ,  b u t  w i t h  everywhere a p r e v a l e n c e  

of l a t e  t y p e s  of t r i a n g u l a r  p o i n t s .  A t  c o a s t a l  sites t h e  a r t i f a c t s  a r e  

c h i e f l y  i n  b l a c k  e a r t h  and s h e l l  d e p o s i t s .  

The g e n e r a l  p a t t e r n  for t h e  whole o f  p r e h i s t o r y  is perhaps one o f  

t r a n s i t i o n ,  except  f o r  Cape Cod, where t h e r e  seems t o  have been a c u l t u r a l  

b reak  a t  t h e  end o f  p rece ramic  t imes,  and a g a i n  a t  t h e  end of  E a r l y  I n t e r -  

med ia te  ceramic times. 


